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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reporting on motor
vehicles with license plates that are unreadable by photo violation monitoring systems

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is

amended by adding a new section 19-198.1 to read as follows:

§ 19-198.1 Reporting on unreadable license plates. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the term

“unreadable license plate” means a license plate that a photo violation monitoring system authorized by section

1111-a or 1180-b of the vehicle and traffic law could not read because (i) such system was malfunctioning at

the time, (ii) such license plate’s number was concealed or obscured from such system, (iii) such license plate

produced a distorted recorded or photographic image on such system, or (iv) no license plate was affixed to a

motor vehicle.

b. Reporting. Beginning no later than April 30, 2024, and quarterly thereafter, the commissioner shall

send a report on unreadable license plates to the mayor and the speaker of the council and post such report on

the department’s website. Such report shall include, but need not be limited to, monthly aggregate data on

unreadable license plates during the previous quarter and provide the following information about such license

plates:

1. The days and times of day when such license plates could not be read;

2. The community districts where such license plates could not be read;
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3. The boroughs where such license plates could not be read; and

4. A breakdown by type of unreadable license plates.

c. Data dictionary. The report required by this section shall include a data dictionary.

§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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