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Res. No. 1763

Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that would
require all school buses operating within the state, regardless of seating capacity, to have a stop-arm on each
side, and to prohibit any school buses from operating if they do not have functioning stop-arms.

By Council Members Barron, Rodriguez and Riley

Whereas, According to the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee (GTSC), 2.3 million children are

transported by more than 50,000 school buses annually within New York State (NYS); and

Whereas, The New York City (NYC) Department of Education provides all eligible NYC students in

public, charter, and non-public schools with transportation, and it is estimated that the City spends about $1.25

billion annually to transport about 150,000 students to and from school; and

Whereas, As school buses have bigger blind spots, take longer to stop, and need more room to maneuver

than a standard vehicle, school buses are and should be treated differently; and

Whereas, The NYS Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) advises that when drivers encounter a school

bus they should slow down, be alert, come to a complete stop at least 20 feet away from the bus, and be extra

careful before moving their vehicle, as children and pedestrians may be walking in front of, behind, or on the

side of the buses; and

Whereas, In 2019, according to data from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 109

people were killed nationwide in school bus-related crashes with 8 deaths, or 7% of the total, occurring within

NYS; and

Whereas, According to the DMV, fatal crashes involving students who were struck by passing motorists

typically involved motorists in one or more of the following circumstances: attempting to pass the bus;

claiming they did not have time to wait; not seeing the flashing lights of the bus due to visibility issues; being
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claiming they did not have time to wait; not seeing the flashing lights of the bus due to visibility issues; being

waved on by the bus driver; being unaware of a child crossing; and/or simply disregarding the law and

children’s safety; and

Whereas, Surveys conducted by the New York Association for Pupil Transportation, in partnership with

the GTSC, show that approximately 50,000 motorists illegally pass school buses in NYS each school day, and

that illegally passing a school bus has the potential for serious injury or even fatality; and

Whereas, According to NYS law, the Commissioner of the DMV, in consultation with the NYS

Commissioner of Transportation, has the authority to promulgate rules and regulations for the use of stop-arms

on school buses which shall include provisions for an additional stop-arm to be located on the right side of the

bus and/or an additional stop-arm to be located on the driver’s side as close as is practical to the rear corner of

the bus; and

Whereas, Presently, NYS law requires that every school bus designed with a capacity of 45 persons or

more, and manufactured for use in NYS on or after 2002, be equipped with an additional stop-arm on the rear

corner of the driver’s side in compliance with regulations; and

Whereas, However, all school buses operating in NYS still do not have a stop-arm on each side of the

school bus, which proponents think will enhance student safety; and

Whereas, The adoption of a state law requiring that all school buses, regardless of seating capacity, have

a stop-arm on each side, and that any school bus without properly functioning stop-arms be prohibited from

being used would ensure that motorists on any side of a school bus are alerted to the presence of children and

pedestrians, so that children may be safely picked up and dropped off by school buses; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to pass,

and the Governor to sign, legislation that would require all school buses operating within the state, regardless of

seating capacity, to have a stop-arm on each side, and to prohibit any school buses from operating if they do not

have functioning stop-arms.
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