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Res. No. 1436

Resolution calling upon the United States Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R. 5337, the Disaster
Assistance Equity Act, which would amend the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act to provide assistance for common interest communities, condominiums and housing cooperatives damaged
by a major storm.
By Council Members Rivera, Gjonaj and Louis

Whereas, Over half a million New York residents live in cooperatives or condominiums throughout the
City; and

Whereas, In October 2012, Superstorm Sandy caused heavy flooding, power outages and widespread
damage to buildings, including cooperatives and condominiums throughout the City; and

Whereas, Following the storm, the New York City Department of Buildings deemed approximately 800
buildings as damaged or destroyed around the City and 70,000 housing units were registered with the United
States Federal Emergency Management Agency; and

Whereas, According to the Furman Center for Real Estate and Urban Policy, nearly 20 percent of the
housing units in the storm surge area in the City were cooperatives and 8 percent of the housing units were
condominiums; and

Whereas, The Office of Housing Recovery Operations stated that approximately 120 cooperatives, with
13,000 apartments, and 368 condominiums, with 7,000 units, sustained damage and flooding to ground floors,
and boilers were heavily damaged as well; and

Whereas, Under current Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) policy, cooperative and

condominium associations are considered business entities, making them ineligible for the types of federal

disaster assistance available to single-family homes; and

The New York City Council Page 1 of 2 Printed on 4/28/2022

powered by Legistar™


http://www.legistar.com/

File #: Res 1436-2020, Version: *

Whereas, Due to their classification as business entities, cooperative and condominium associations are
not eligible for grants to make expensive repairs to common areas such as utility rooms, lobbies and roofs; and

Whereas, Without this assistance, cooperative and condominium associations are forced to take out
loans and/or impose assessments on individual homeowners to cover the cost of the repairs; and

Whereas, H.R. 5337, introduced on December 6, 2019, by Rep. Jerrold “Jerry” Nadler (D-NY), would
amend the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, the law that created FEMA in
1988, to provide cooperative and condominium associations with the same federal disaster assistance available
to single-family homeowners; and

Whereas, Specifically, the bill would make cooperatives and condominiums eligible under FEMA’s
requirements for the removal of debris and would allow common elements of cooperatives and condominiums,
such as roofs, heating and cooling equipment, electricity and plumbing, among others, to be eligible for
assistance under FEMA’s Federal Assistance to Individuals and Households Program after a major disaster; and

Whereas, Cooperative and condominium homeowners should be entitled to the same federal disaster
assistance available to single-family homeowners; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the United States Congress to pass and
the President to sign H.R. 5337, the Disaster Assistance Equity Act, which would amend the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act to provide assistance for common interest communities,

condominiums and housing cooperatives damaged by a major storm.

PM
LS# 12914
08/24/2020

The New York City Council Page 2 of 2 Printed on 4/28/2022

powered by Legistar™


http://www.legistar.com/

