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Res. No. 892

Resolution ceremonially designating an area of Brooklyn, within the boundaries of Coney Island Avenue
between Church Avenue and Avenue H, as “Little Pakistan”.

By Council Member Eugene

Whereas, New York City is one of the most diverse cities in the world and has benefitted in countless
ways from the contributions of its many ethnic communities; and

Whereas, The immigration of individuals from Pakistan to the United States (U.S.) began in significant
numbers after the U.S. government signed into law the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965, which
eliminated prior immigration restrictions and repealed quotas that were in place since the 1920’s; and

Whereas, U.S. residents of Pakistani decent continues to grow, and according to the American Pakistan
Foundation, estimates of Pakistani Americans living in the U.S. are approximately 700,000 with the largest
populations in New York City, particularly Brooklyn and Queens; and

Whereas, According to the Asian American Federation of New York Census Information Center, New
York City’s Pakistani population more than doubled from 1990 to 2000, jumping by 154 percent from 13,501 to
34,310 becoming the fifth-highest growth rate percentage-wise and the fourth-highest numerical increase
among Asian groups over that decade; and

Whereas, In 2000, the highest percentage of New York City residents from Pakistan lived in Queens
with 45 percent (15,604), followed by Brooklyn with 41 percent (14,221) specifically within a short stretch of a
portion of Coney Island Avenue; and

Whereas, However, in recent times, the neighborhood including a mile-and-a-half stretch of Coney

Island Avenue in Brooklyn is now home to one of the largest Pakistani communities in the City, estimated with
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approximately 30,000 Pakistani residents who are scholars, scientists, business leaders, artists and public
servants; and

Whereas, New Yorkers from the Pakistani community represent a significant part of the City’s ever
growing cultural landscape; and

Whereas, Midwood, Flatbush and Brighton Beach, Brooklyn have come to be recognized as the heart of
neighborhoods that embody Pakistani culture and is regarded by many Pakistani Americans as a place where
they can live, conduct commerce, worship, recreate together as a community and share their cultural values;
and

Whereas, The designation of “Little Pakistan” in Brooklyn will serve as an inspiration to all Americans,
will signify that those who trace their ancestry from Pakistan deserve recognition and celebration for their
historical and continuing contributions to New York City and Nation, and will encourage all who reside in or
who visit the City to come to the area and experience the rich culture of Pakistani Americans firsthand; now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York ceremonially designates an area of Brooklyn,

within the boundaries of Coney Island Avenue between Church Avenue and Avenue H, as “Little Pakistan.”
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