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Res. No. 463

Resolution recognizing November 26 as Holodomor Memorial Day in the City of New York to honor the
courage and resilience of the Ukrainian people.

By Council Members Menin, Vernikov, Holden and Ariola

Whereas, United States (U.S.) President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. issued a statement on November 23, 2022,

to commemorate the 90th anniversary of the 1932-1933 Holodomor-or “death by hunger”-in which millions of

innocent Ukrainians died at the hands of Joseph Stalin; and

Whereas, H. Res. 1109, sponsored by U.S. Representative Don Bacon and introduced on May 12, 2022,

expressed “the sense of the House of Representatives that the Ukrainian famine of 1932-1933, known as the

Holodomor, is recognized as a genocide and should serve as a reminder of repressive Soviet policies against the

people of Ukraine”; and

Whereas, The Soviet Union viciously crushed any resistance by the Ukrainian people in 1932-1933 in
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their fight to be free in their own land, speak their own language, and celebrate their own culture; and

Whereas, The Soviet Union forced the Ukrainian people to turn over their land and property to

collective farms and then confiscated their grain harvests, thus starving Ukrainian families on a massive scale;

and

Whereas, The Soviet Union closed the borders of Ukraine so that its people could not flee in search of

food or freedom and so that humanitarian aid could not be provided by other countries; and

Whereas, According to the Ukrainian Institute of Demographic and Social Studies and the University of

North Carolina at Chapel Hill, approximately 3.9 million Ukrainians died during the Holodomor, and many

were buried in mass unmarked graves to conceal from the world the truth of what the Soviet regime had

perpetrated; and

Whereas, After the dissolution of the Soviet Union, documents were found that exposed the atrocities of

the Holodomor and confirmed that the Soviet actions against Ukraine were purposefully planned; and

Whereas, Public Law 109-340, signed by President George W. Bush on October 12, 2006, allowed the

establishment of “a memorial on Federal land in the District of Columbia to honor the victims” of the

Holodomor; and

Whereas, Ukrainian communities in the U.S. and worldwide continue their work in spreading awareness

of the causes and consequences of the Soviet repression that resulted in the Holodomor; and

Whereas, More than 150,000 Ukrainians live in New York City (NYC)-more than in any other city in

the U.S.; and

Whereas, Ukrainian communities in NYC celebrate Ukrainian history and culture and are home to

Ukrainian banks, restaurants, schools, houses of worship, and cultural centers; and

Whereas, The Ukrainian culture brought by immigrants over many decades has enriched the

multicultural fabric of NYC and continues to do so; and

Whereas, Newly arrived Ukrainians fleeing Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 2022 invasion of their

homeland have brought the concerns of the Ukrainian people once again to the forefront for many New
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homeland have brought the concerns of the Ukrainian people once again to the forefront for many New

Yorkers; and

Whereas, Establishing November 26 as a day of remembrance allows New Yorkers time to reflect on the

meaning and lasting effects of the Holodomor on the Ukrainian people as well as to express our support for

NYC’s recently arrived Ukrainian immigrants; and

Whereas, President Biden said in his statement on remembering the Holodomor that “[w]e

commemorate all the lives lost in this senseless tragedy, and we pay tribute to the resilience of the Ukrainian

people who endured devastation and tyranny to ultimately create a free and democratic society”; now, therefore,

be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes November 26 as Holodomor Memorial

Day in the City of New York to honor the courage and resilience of the Ukrainian people.
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