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Int. No. 241

By Council Members Gutiérrez, Hanif, Joseph, Brooks-Powers, Stevens, Menin, Williams, Schulman, Riley,
Narcisse, Ung, Barron, Ossé, Ayala, Restler, Cabán, Abreu, Krishnan, Richardson Jordan, Nurse, Won, Hudson
and De La Rosa

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing public school
students with mobile hotspot devices

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. The administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new title 34 to read

as follows:
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TITLE 34

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS

CHAPTER 1

GENERAL PROVISIONS

§ 34-101 Definitions. As used in this title, the following terms have the following meanings:

Commissioner. The term “commissioner” means the commissioner of information technology and

telecommunications.

Department. The term “department” means the department of information technology and

telecommunications.

Mobile hotspot device. The term “mobile hotspot device” means an ad hoc wireless access point that is

created by a dedicated hardware device.

Student. The term “student” means any pupil under the age of 21 as of September 1 of the academic

period being reported, who does not have a high school diploma and who is enrolled in a district school within

the city district, not including pre-kindergarten students.

§ 34-102 Mobile hotspot devices. In consultation with the department of education and any other

agency the commissioner deems necessary, the department shall provide every student with a mobile hotspot

device. Such distribution shall be subject to terms and conditions as determined by the commissioner in

consultation with the department of education.

CHAPTER 2

REPORTING

§ 34-201 Reporting on mobile hotspot devices. a. On or before December 1, 2022, and annually

thereafter, the department shall submit to the mayor and speaker of the council and post on the department’s

website a mobile hotspot device report reflecting information from September 1 of the year in which the report

is issued, which shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

1. The number of mobile hotspot devices in the custody of the department and the date on which the
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1. The number of mobile hotspot devices in the custody of the department and the date on which the

count was conducted;

2. The number and total cost of new mobile hotspot devices purchased by the department since the date

of the last report submitted pursuant to this section. The department shall also list the reasons for the purchase

of new mobile hotspot devices;

3. The number of mobile hotspot devices no longer in the custody of the department since the date of

the last report submitted pursuant to this subdivision and the reason for such loss of custody;

4. The number of mobile hotspot devices loaned to the department of education; and

5. The annual cost to the department to maintain an inventory of mobile hotspot devices. Such cost shall

be further disaggregated by repair cost and general maintenance cost.

b. On August 1, 2023, and annually thereafter, the department shall submit to the mayor and speaker of

the council and post on the department’s website a mobile hotspot device report which shall include, but not be

limited to, the following:

1. The number of mobile hotspot devices in the custody of the department and the date on which the

count was conducted; and

2. The number of mobile hotspot devices returned by the department of education since the end of the

academic year in the year which the report required pursuant to this subdivision is issued. If such number

differs from the number in paragraph 4 of the report required pursuant to subdivision a of this section, a

detailed explanation of why the numbers differ.

c. The reports required pursuant to this section shall be archived for three years on the department’s

website and shall remain publicly available.

§ 2. This law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.
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