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Res. No. 1277

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign A.10224-A/S.8125-
A, an act to suspend rent payments for certain residential tenants and small business commercial tenants and to
suspend certain mortgage payments for ninety days in response to the outbreak of coronavirus (COVID-19).

By Council Members Rodriguez, Kallos, Van Bramer, Lander and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)

Whereas, On March 20, 2020, Governor Andrew Cuomo signed an Executive Order requiring all non-

essential New York businesses to reduce their in-person workforce by 100% in order to limit the spread of

COVID-19; and

Whereas, This government restriction was established to save the lives of many New Yorkers, but has

also created a financial hardship for many small businesses and households; and

Whereas, The City University of New York (CUNY) Graduate School of Public Health and Health

Policy conducted a survey from April 3 through April 5, and 35 percent of households surveyed reported that
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Policy conducted a survey from April 3 through April 5, and 35 percent of households surveyed reported that

either they or someone in their household lost their job due to COVID-19; and

Whereas, The State of New York should pass legislation to assist households that lost income or small

businesses that were forced to close their shops as a result of government-ordered restrictions to protect the

public from COVID-19; and

Whereas, A.10224-A, introduced by State Assembly Member Yuh-Line Niou, and companion bill

S.8125-A, introduced by State Senator Michael Gianaris, would suspend all rent and mortgage payments for

certain households and certain small businesses if they lost employment or were forced to close their business

due to the COVID-19 pandemic; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass,

and the Governor to sign A.10224-A/S.8125-A, an act to suspend rent payments for certain residential tenants

and small business commercial tenants and to suspend certain mortgage payments for ninety days in response

to the outbreak of coronavirus (COVID-19).
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