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Int. No. 377

By Council Members Baez, Foster, Lopez, Martinez and Nelson

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring cameras on all
commuter buses operating exclusively within New York City.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is

amended by adding new sections, 19-167.1 and 19-167.2, to read as follows:

§19-167.1. a. For purposes of this subchapter, (i) "Audio/Video System" shall mean an installation

consisting of audio-video cameras on bus ceilings and directly behind the driver to send out a radio signal that a

police officer can intercept for purposes of monitoring the activities of the bus in “real time” or to download the

information to review later; and

(ii) “Bus” shall mean every other motor vehicle having a seating capacity or more than fifteen adults, in

addition to the operator, and used for the transportation of persons, and every charter bus, interstate bus,
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addition to the operator, and used for the transportation of persons, and every charter bus, interstate bus,

intrastate bus, school bus and sight-seeing bus, regardless of seating capacity, as defined below.

(iii) "Intracity commuter bus" shall mean any bus operating with service areas located exclusively

within New York city and used for the primary for the purpose of transporting passengers to specific locations

on prescribed routes.

(iv) “Express bus” shall mean a bus engaging in a specific special trip for the primary purpose of

picking up passengers at a minimal number of key locations accessible to many riders and transporting the

passengers to a minimal number of key work locations.

(v) “Franchise bus” shall mean a bus operating under a franchise, consent, or certificate of convenience

and necessity, order, or other authorization of any municipal, state, or federal authority and have filed with the

commissioner of the city of New York, not later than two weeks after issuance, duly authenticated copies of

such certificates, orders, authorizations, and amendments thereto.

(vi) A “Sight-seeing bus” or “Tourist bus” shall mean a motor vehicle designed to comfortably seat and

carry eight or more passengers operating for hire from a fixed point in the city of New York to a place or places

of interest or amusements , and shall also include a vehicle, designed as aforesaid which by oral and written

contracts is let and hired or otherwise engaged for its exclusive use for a specific trip or excursion from a

starting point within the city of New York. This definition shall also include a charter bus, as defined in these

rules, when engaged in a sight-seeing operation.

(vii) A “Charter bus” shall mean a bus engaging in a specific special trip in the nature of an excursion or

outing, for which it has been hired or otherwise engaged by oral or written contract for the exclusive use of the

charterer.

§19-167.2. a. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, an audio/video surveillance system shall be

installed on all intracity commuter buses operating within the city of New York. This provision exempts the

installation of cameras on express buses, franchise buses, tourist buses, and charter buses.

b. The installation of an audio/video surveillance system for buses shall be completed within one
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b. The installation of an audio/video surveillance system for buses shall be completed within one

hundred  days following the effective date of this local law.

c. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the civil penalty for violating the provisions of this

section shall be three hundred fifty dollars.

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately after its enactment into law.
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