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Res. No. 770

Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.5007/S.2381, in
relation to enabling constitutionally-qualified electors to register to vote and to cast a ballot on the same day at
a polling location.
By Council Members Menin, Ung, Gutiérrez, Farias, Hanif and Abreu

Whereas, Voting is a critical component of civic participation, and all eligible New Yorkers deserve an
opportunity to exercise that right; and

Whereas, Voter turnout in New York City continues to lag behind its peer cities, with a Portland State
University study ranking New York City’s voter turnout rate 22" among the 30 largest cities in the United
States; and

Whereas, A 2001 study published in Social Science Quarterly found that allowing voters to register and
vote on election day could increase voter turnout by 7 percent; and

Whereas, According to the National Conference of State Legislatures, 20 states and Washington, D.C.
allow voters to register and vote on the same day during early voting or on election day; and

Whereas, An analysis by the New York Civil Liberties Union found that over 70,000 New Y orkers
would have been eligible to vote if election day registration was in place for the 2016 presidential primary
election; and

Whereas, A.5007, introduced by Assembly Member Kenny Burgos and pending in the New York State
Assembly, and companion bill S.2381, introduced by State Senator Zellnor Myrie and pending in the New York

State Senate, seek to amend the New York State Election Law to allow individuals qualified to register to vote,

to complete a conditional registration and cast an affidavit ballot at an early voting poll site, or at an election
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day poll site; and

Whereas, A.5007/S.2381 would provide thousands of New Y orkers who would otherwise be ineligible
to vote an opportunity to register and vote on the same day; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to pass,
and the Governor to sign, A.5007/S.2381, in relation to enabling constitutionally-qualified electors to register to

vote and to cast a ballot on the same day at a polling location.
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