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Res. No. 1387

Resolution calling upon the State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.8921, which relates to
postponing the New York City 2020 tax lien sale until one year after the COVID-19 state of emergency has
been lifted.

By Council Members Adams, Yeger, Brannan, Koo, Chin, Rose, Maisel, Grodenchik, Rosenthal, Miller, Ampry
-Samuel, Moya, Rivera, Louis, Ayala, Menchaca, Reynoso, Eugene, Cumbo, Gibson, Lander, Cornegy,
Cabrera, Gjonaj, Barron and Kallos

Whereas, New York City uses the tax lien sale to enforce the collection of certain municipal debt,

including property taxes and water charges; and

Whereas, Pursuant to the provisions of the New York Administrative Code, the Department of Finance,

the agency that administers the tax lien sale, sells outstanding eligible liens to a third party which is then

empowered to collect the debt using tools including, but not limited to, foreclosure proceedings; and

Whereas, Typically, the Department of Finance conducts an annual lien sale in May, with notices sent
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Whereas, Typically, the Department of Finance conducts an annual lien sale in May, with notices sent

and outreach conducted primarily in March and April; and

Whereas, This year, in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Department of Finance postponed the

annual tax lien sale and rescheduled it for September 2020; and

Whereas, Although elements of the COVID-19 pandemic were more acutely felt in March, April, and

May as the number of cases and deaths overwhelmed the City and its health system and all non-essential

businesses were ordered to shut down, the fallout is far from over as the pandemic continues to inflict unrivaled

economic pain on New York City and its residents; and

Whereas, In a matter of months, thousands of New York City families have been pushed from stability

into financial uncertainty due to job and income losses, leaving many unsure of how they will continue to put

food on their tables, or meet their housing expenses; and

Whereas, According to a report by the Coalition for Affordable Homes, Compounding Debt Race,

Affordability, and NYC’s Tax Lien Sale, New York City’s tax lien sale has historically hit black and brown

communities the hardest - the same populations that have been disproportionately impacted by the COVID-19

pandemic; and

Whereas, According to the Coalition for Affordable Homes’ report, the City’s tax lien sale has also

destabilized many seniors who have paid off their mortgage, or families who have inherited homes without a

mortgage as they find their properties at risk of foreclosure as a result of the lien sale; and

Whereas, Because the risk of spreading the virus is still strong and many parts of the City remain shut

down, for the rescheduled tax lien sale the Department of Finance has been unable to conduct in-person

outreach, meaning that many property owners will be unable to access the information and resources they need

to avoid the tax lien sale;

Whereas, While the Department of Finance is instead holding on virtual information sessions, they are

no substitute for in-person assistance and many vulnerable property owners will not be reached by these efforts;
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and

Whereas, State Senator Leroy Comrie has introduced S.8921, which would require the postponement of

the New York City tax lien sale until one year after the COVID-19 state of emergency has been lifted; and

Whereas, As the City continue to deal with the impacts of the pandemic, now is the time to provide

wider protections for those most affected by the virus and not amplify housing insecurity and financial burdens

of the City’s most vulnerable communities; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York, calls upon the State Legislature to introduce and

pass, and the Governor to sign, S.8921, which relates to postponing the New York City 2020 tax lien sale until

one year after the COVID-19 state of emergency has been lifted.
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