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Res. No. 421

Resolution recognizing April 6 annually as Tartan Day in the City of New York.

By Council Members Menin, Joseph, Powers and Ariola

Whereas, The United States (U.S.) Senate passed S. Res. 155 in March, 1998, which designated April 6

annually as National Tartan Day to celebrate the many noteworthy achievements and contributions made by

Scottish Americans to the U.S. since the nation’s founding; and

Whereas, S. Res. 155 was followed by H. Res. 41, a companion bill passed by the U.S. House of

Representatives in March, 2005; and

Whereas, Presidential Proclamation 8233 in April, 2008, in support of national Tartan Day, cited the

“enduring contributions to our Nation” by Scottish Americans’ “hard work, faith, and values” as well as the
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“long shared ties of family and friendship” between Scotland and the U.S.; and

Whereas, April 6 was chosen because of its important significance as the date in 1320 when the

Declaration of Arbroath, the Scottish Declaration of Independence, was signed by Scottish nobility at Arbroath

Abbey and because the U.S. Declaration of Independence “was modeled on that inspirational document,”

according to the Senate resolution; and

Whereas, Colonists in the original 13 colonies echoed the Scots’ belief in liberty, as memorably stated in

the Declaration of Arbroath, that “for so long as a hundred of us are left alive, we will yield in no least way to

English dominion” and that “[w]e fight not for glory nor for wealth nor honours; but only and alone we fight

for freedom, which no good man surrenders but with his life” (translated by Agnes Mure Mackenzie); and

Whereas, An April 6 holiday recognizes the remarkable legacy of the almost half of the signers of the

U.S. Declaration of Independence and 9 of the governors of the first 13 states, who claimed Scottish ancestry;

and

Whereas, It also recognizes the legacy of the early Scottish settlers, starting in the 1680s and increasing

in the 1720s, who came to the U.S. for religious freedom (like the Presbyterian Scots) or a new beginning and

fought with their fellow colonists against the British in George Washington’s Continental Army; and

Whereas, An April 6 holiday honors the accomplishments of many Scottish Americans since then,

across many fields in the arts and sciences, including figures as different as environmentalist John Muir; writers

Edgar Allen Poe, Washington Irving, and William Faulkner; inventor Alexander Graham Bell; businessman and

philanthropist Andrew Carnegie; New York City (NYC) architect Charles McKim; musicians Elvis Presley and

Johnny Cash; astronauts Alan Shepard, John Glenn, Buzz Aldrin, and Neil Armstrong; New York businessman

Samuel Wilson, popularly known as Uncle Sam since the War of 1812; New York Giants baseball great Bobby

Thomson; and 34 U.S. presidents; and

Whereas, Americans today enjoy many aspects of Scottish culture, including golf, bagpipe music,

shortbread, Scotch whisky, and tartan kilts and fabric; and

Whereas, According to The New York Times, about 40,000 NYC residents in 2010 claimed Scottish
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Whereas, According to The New York Times, about 40,000 NYC residents in 2010 claimed Scottish

roots; and

Whereas, While Tartan Day is now celebrated throughout the U.S. and Canada, the largest U.S.

commemorative event is the NYC Tartan Day Parade, first held officially in 1999; and

Whereas, The NYC Tartan Day Parade, free for all participants and the culmination of a week of

Scottish-themed festivities, boasts 3,000 bagpipers from all over the world, Highland dancers, and Scottish clan

organizations; and

Whereas, The designation of a holiday here in NYC would honor the vital role that Scottish Americans

have played and continue to play in the City as well as their positive impacts on the City’s culture and

economy; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes April 6 annually as Tartan Day in the

City of New York.
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