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Res. No. 478

Resolution calling on Congress to pass, and the President to sign, a bill to amend the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act to stop illicit drug importation.

By Council Members Holden, Yeger and Ariola

Whereas, According to the National Center for Health Statistics at the Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention, nationally, overdose deaths involving opioids increased by more than eight times since 1999,

accounting for over 932,000 deaths between 1999 and 2020; and

Whereas, In the U.S., approximately 75 percent of all drug overdose deaths in 2020 involved an opioid,

representing nearly 69,000 deaths, of which more than 82 percent included synthetic opioids; and

Whereas, Among New York State residents, the number of overdose deaths involving any opioid

increased each year between 2010 and 2017 at an overall rate of over 200 percent; and

Whereas, In 2019, there were 2,939 opioid-related overdose deaths in New York State, with most of the

opioid-related mortality trend driven by synthetic opioids other than methadone-predominantly illegally-

produced fentanyl-which was responsible for a total increase in opioid-overdose deaths of 1,251.4 percent
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produced fentanyl-which was responsible for a total increase in opioid-overdose deaths of 1,251.4 percent

between 2010 and 2019; and

Whereas, In New York City, drug overdose deaths increased every year between 2018 and 2020, from

1,452 to 2,062, and just during the first three quarters of 2021, 1,956 New York City residents died of a drug

overdose; and

Whereas, Opioids are involved in more than 88 percent of all drug overdose deaths in New York City,

with fentanyl in particular being responsible for over 81 percent of all drug overdose deaths; and

Whereas, The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) protects public health by working to ensure

substances imported to the U.S. comply with applicable legal and regulatory requirements by reviewing

shipments of imported substances to determine whether they are admissible into the U.S., with the FDA’s

Office of Criminal Investigations being responsible for launching criminal probes into counterfeit, adulterated,

mislabeled, and unapproved drugs; and

Whereas, From September 2017 through January 2018, of about 5,800 suspicious packages inspected by

FDA through its port-of-entry initiative, 376 contained controlled substances such as opioids and were referred

to Customs and Border Patrol for seizure; and

Whereas, To combat the opioid crisis in the U.S. by stopping the importation of dangerous non-FDA-

approved opioids, in 2017, FDA tripled the number of its investigators at U.S. mail facilities and doubled the

number of its agents stationed at U.S. ports of entry; and

Whereas, The country’s international-mail facilities receive over 275 million packages annually, and

although FDA increased the number of its investigators in these facilities, it is estimated that the agency can

physically inspect less than 0.06 percent of the packages that might contain drugs or drug products; and

Whereas, In response, in 2018, U.S. Senator, Marsha Blackburn, introduced H.R. 5752, known as the

“Stop Illicit Drug Importation Act of 2018,” which would give FDA the flexibility and the tools the agency

needs to effectively and efficiently seize illicit or unapproved drugs and to prohibit bad actors from continuing
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to ship these deadly products into the U.S.; and

Whereas, H.R. 5752 did not receive a vote before the end of the 115th Congressional Session, but

Congress could introduce and pass a current version of the “Stop Illicit Drug Importation Act of 2018;” now,

therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon Congress to pass, and the President to

sign, a bill to amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to stop illicit drug importation.
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