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A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to a small business redemption community
investment program.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and declaration. New York City has an interest in both easing the

financial burden many small businesses face as a result of fines issued by City agencies and in promoting

service aimed at helping the City thrive. A redemption program providing small businesses with a voluntary

opportunity to avoid fines in exchange for performing community service would help struggling small

businesses while making a difference in addressing the needs of communities throughout the City. The Council

finds that a small business redemption community investment program would serve as a way to effectively

engage small business owners in community service.

§ 2. Chapter 56 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 1307 to read as
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follows:

§ 1307. Small business redemption community investment program. a. For the purposes of this section,

“small business” shall have the same meaning as in section one hundred thirty-one of the economic

development law.

b. The department shall establish a small business redemption community investment program. As part

of such program, the department shall consult with the department of health and mental hygiene, the

department of consumer affairs and the department of sanitation to develop a program that provides any small

business with the option of performing community service activities specified by the department within a

period of time specified by the department after such business receives notice of a violation from the

department of health and mental hygiene, the department of consumer affairs or the department of sanitation.

The department shall consult with such agencies to develop a mechanism for determining the types of

community service activities that may be performed. Performance of such activities to the satisfaction of the

department shall result in the waiver of the penalty for such violation.

c. Within two years of the effective date of this section, the department shall submit to the council and

the mayor a written report analyzing the small business redemption pilot program which shall include, but not

be limited to, the number of small businesses that opted to participate in the program, the number of community

service hours performed by small businesses that participated in the program, the loss of revenue as a result of

businesses opting to participate in community service activities rather than paying penalties, any other

information the department deems appropriate to the evaluation of such pilot program, and recommendations

for improvements to such program.

d. This pilot program shall expire two years after the effective date of this section.

      § 2.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.
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