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Int. No. 585

By Council Members Clarke, Comrie, Foster, James, Monserrate, Nelson, Palma, Perkins, Seabrook, Vann and
Weprin

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to an annual Fire
Department terrorism response drill.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Declaration of legislative findings and intent. According to Porter Goss, Director of the

Central Intelligence Agency, “it may only be a matter of time” before terrorists use weapons of mass

destruction against the United States. New York City, the site of two previous terrorist attacks, remains one of

the nation’s most likely targets.

The New York City Fire Department’s (FDNY) emergency drills are pre-scheduled events, with pre-

identified employees of the emergency medical service and firefighters training on overtime outside of normal

work hours.  It is never a surprise that a drill is going to occur; only the type of incident is a surprise.

Such drills do not test how FDNY personnel will respond to what they perceive to be a real-life

situation or assess whether the city can maintain regular services during the course of a disaster. These drills
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situation or assess whether the city can maintain regular services during the course of a disaster. These drills

also do not test the ability of FDNY personnel to travel to an incident, whether from existing assignments or

from their homes, and do not gauge whether there will be problems, like those that occurred on 9/11, with too

many units responding to an incident and without reporting to the Department.

The Council finds that the FDNY cannot adequately assess its terrorism preparedness without surprise

drills. Accordingly, the Council declares it reasonable and necessary to require the FDNY to conduct at least

one surprise terrorism drill annually.

§2. Chapter one of title 15 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a

new section 15-129 to read as follows:

§15-129 Terrorism drills. The department shall conduct at least one surprise drill per year to test the

ability of firefighters and the emergency medical service to respond to a large-scale biological, chemical,

nuclear or radiological terrorist incident.

§3. This local law shall take effect 90 days after its enactment into law.
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