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Int. No. 765

By Council Members Brewer, Comrie, Gerson, James, Jennings, Seabrook, Stewart and Jackson

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the annual disclosure of financial interests by
community board members.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision a of section 12-110 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby renumbered and

amended by adding a new paragraph 3 to read as follows:

3. The term “community board member” shall mean those persons appointed pursuant to chapter 70 of the New York city charter

.

[3] 4. The “conflicts of interest board” shall mean the conflicts of interest board appointed pursuant to section twenty-six

hundred two of the New York city charter.

[4] 5. The term “domestic partners” shall mean persons who have a registered domestic partnership, which shall include any

partnership registered pursuant to section 3-240 of the administrative code of the city of New York.

[5] 6. The term “independent body” shall mean any organization or group of voters which nominates a candidate or candidates

for office to be voted for at an election, and which is not a political party as defined in paragraph seven of this subdivision.
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[6] 7.  The term “local political party official” shall mean:

(1) any chair of a county committee elected pursuant to section 2-112 of the election law, or his or her successor in office, who

received compensation or expenses, or both, from constituted committee or political committee funds, or both, during the reporting

period aggregating thirty thousand dollars or more;

(2) that person (usually designated by the rules of a county committee as the “county leader” or “chair of the executive

committee”) by whatever title designated, who pursuant to the rules of a county committee or in actual practice, possesses or performs

any or all of the following duties or roles, provided that such person received compensation or expenses, or both, from constituted

committee or political committee funds, or both, during the reporting period aggregating thirty thousand dollars or more:

(i) the principal political, executive and administrative officer of the county committee;

(ii) the power of general management over the affairs of the county committee;

(iii) the power to exercise the powers of the chair of the county committee as provided for in the rules of the county committee;

(iv) the power to preside at all meetings of the county executive committee if such a committee is created by the rules of the

county committee or exists de facto, or any other committee or subcommittee of the county committee vested by such rules with or

having de facto the power of general management over the affairs of the county committee at times when the county committee is not

in actual session;

(v) the power to call a meeting of the county committee or of any committee or subcommittee vested with the rights, powers,

duties or privileges of the county committee pursuant to the rules of the county committee, for the purpose of filling an office at a

special election in accordance with section 6-114 of the election law, for the purpose of filling a vacancy in accordance with section 6-

116 of such law or for the purpose of filling a vacancy or vacancies in the county committee which exist by reason of an increase in

the number of election districts within the county occasioned by a change of the boundaries of one or more election districts, taking

effect after the election of its members, or for the purpose of determining the districts that the elected members shall represent until

the next election at which such members of such committee are elected; provided, however, that in no event shall such power

encompass the power of a chair of an assembly district committee or other district committee smaller than a county and created by the

rules of the county committee, to call a meeting of such district committee for such purpose;

(vi) the power to direct the treasurer of the party to expend funds of the county committee; or

(vii) the power to procure from one or more bank accounts of the county committee the necessary funds to defray the expenses of

the county committee.

The terms “constituted committee” and “political committee” as used in this subparagraph shall have the same meanings as those

contained in section 14-100 of the election law.

[7] 8. The term “political party” shall mean any political organization which at the last preceding election for governor polled at
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[7] 8. The term “political party” shall mean any political organization which at the last preceding election for governor polled at

least fifty thousand votes for its candidate for governor.

[8] 9. The term “political organization” shall mean any political party as defined in paragraph seven of this subdivision, or

independent body, as defined in paragraph five of this subdivision, or any organization that is affiliated with or a subsidiary of a party

or independent body.

[9] 10. The term “relative” shall mean the spouse, domestic partner, parent, grandparent, stepchild, or stepparent of the person

reporting, or any person who is the direct descendant of the grandparents of the person reporting or of the spouse or domestic partner

of the person reporting.

[10] 11. The terms “state agency” and “local agency” shall be given the same meanings as such terms are given in section eight

hundred ten of the general municipal law.

§2. Subparagraph a of paragraph 3 of subdivision b of section 12-110 of the administrative code of the city of New York is

hereby amended to read as follows:

3. (a) The following categories of city officers and employees, including community board members, who had such status during

the preceding calendar year or up until the date of filing their financial disclosure report shall be required to file a report not later than

May first of each year:

(1) Each agency head, deputy agency head, assistant agency head, member of any board or commission, including community

board members who shall be required to file a report as annually determined by the chairperson of each such community board in

consultation with the conflicts of interest board. All [other than a] members of a board or a commission who serve without

compensation, other than community board members as provided herein, shall not be required to file an annual financial disclosure

report.

§3. Subdivision c of section 12-110 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby renumbered and amended by

adding a new paragraph 2 and further amended to read as follows:

c.  Procedures involving the filing of financial disclosure reports.

1. Each agency and community board chairperson shall file with the conflicts of interest board, prior to the date required for the

filing of reports, a list of persons obligated to report pursuant to this section.

2. Each community board chairperson shall determine, subject to review by the conflicts of interest board, which persons within

the community board are members of the community board, and shall, prior to the date on which the filing of the report is required,

inform such community board members of their obligation to report. The conflicts of interest board shall promulgate rules

establishing procedures whereby any community board member may seek review of the community board chairperson’s
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determination that he or she is required to report.

[2.] 3. Each agency head shall determine, subject to review by the conflicts of interest board, which persons within the agency

occupy positions that are described in clauses three and four of subparagraph (a) of paragraph three of subdivision b of this section,

and shall, prior to the date on which the filing of the report is required, inform such employees of their obligation to report. The

conflicts of interest board shall promulgate rules establishing procedures whereby any employee may seek review of the agency’s

determination that he or she is required to report.

[3] 4. The speaker of the council, each district attorney and the special narcotics prosecutor shall determine, subject to review by

the conflicts of interest board, which persons on their staff occupy positions that are described in clause two of subparagraph (a) of

paragraph three of subdivision b of this section, and shall, prior to the date required for the filing of the reports, inform such

employees of their obligation to report.

[4.] 5. The conflicts of interest board shall promulgate rules establishing procedures whereby a person required to file an annual

financial disclosure report may request an additional period of time within which to file such report, due to justifiable cause or undue

hardship. Such rules shall include, but not be limited to, the establishment of a date beyond which in all cases of justifiable cause or

undue hardship no further extension of time will be granted.

[5] 6. Any amendments and changes to a financial disclosure report made after its filing shall be made on a separate form to be

provided by the conflicts of interest board and attached to the report. Said form shall contain the corresponding page and item

numbers of the report, the amendment, the signature of the person making such amendment and the initials of the chair of the board or

his or her designee.  Amendments shall be made only by the person who originally filed such report.

§4. This local law shall take effect on January 1, 2006, and shall apply to reports of annual disclosure filed for the calendar year

2005 except as otherwise provided herein; provided, however, that the conflicts of interest board, community boards and other

agencies of the city of New York whose officers and employees file such reports may take such steps as are necessary to implement

this local law prior to the effective date.
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