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Int. No. 1127

By Council Members Powers, Narcisse, Joseph, Schulman, Gennaro, Sanchez, Restler, Farías, Holden, Menin,
Nurse, De La Rosa, Hanif, Abreu, Marte, Krishnan, Brewer, Avilés, Rivera, Riley, Louis, Feliz, Hudson, Brooks
-Powers, Ossé, Velázquez, Cabán, Bottcher, Gutiérrez, Ung, Won, Brannan, Salamanca, Williams, Ayala, Lee,
Dinowitz and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams) (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President) (by
request of the Manhattan Borough President)

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to standards and reporting
regarding indoor air quality in schools within the city school district

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new

chapter 23 to read as follows:

CHAPTER 23

AIR QUALITY IN SCHOOLS

§ 17-2301 Indoor air quality in schools; standards. a. The department shall promulgate rules within 18
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§ 17-2301 Indoor air quality in schools; standards. a. The department shall promulgate rules within 18

months of the effective date of the local law that added this chapter setting standards for indoor air quality in

schools within the city school district and shall evaluate the need to update these rules yearly thereafter.

b. Such standards shall address the maintenance of acceptable temperature, relative humidity, and air

changes per hour in schools within the city school district. Such standards shall also address the identification

and control of airborne pollutants in schools within the city school district, including but not limited to carbon

dioxide levels, carbon monoxide levels, levels of particulate pollution 2.5, and levels of particulate pollution 10.

§ 2. Chapter 4 of title 21-A of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a

new section 21-954.1 to read as follows:

§ 21-954.1 School indoor air quality reporting. a. Real time school air quality reporting. 1. The

chancellor, in collaboration with the commissioner of environmental protection, shall post conspicuously on the

department’s website a real-time report regarding air quality in schools within the city school district. Such

report shall be displayed as a real-time dashboard available to the public.

2. The report shall include, but need not be limited to the following information for every school

classroom, cafeteria, auditorium, gym, and other gathering place, as well as any additional information the

chancellor or commissioner of health and mental hygiene deems appropriate:

(a) Ambient temperature;

(b) Ambient humidity level;

(c) Air changes per hour;

(d) Carbon dioxide levels;

(e) Carbon monoxide levels;

(f) Levels of particulate pollution 2.5; and

(g) Levels of particulate pollution 10.

3. The testing needed to generate the information included in paragraph 2 of this subdivision for the

report shall be performed by the commissioner of environmental protection or by such other parties as such
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report shall be performed by the commissioner of environmental protection or by such other parties as such

commissioner may designate.

4. The report required by paragraph 1 of this subdivision shall include a data dictionary, which shall be

updated annually as needed.

5. No report required by paragraph 1 of this subdivision shall contain personally identifiable

information.

6. No information that is otherwise required to be reported pursuant to this subdivision shall be reported

in a manner that would violate any applicable provision of federal, state or local law relating to the privacy of

student information or that would interfere with law enforcement investigations or otherwise conflict with the

interests of law enforcement. If a category contains between 1 and 5 students, or contains an amount that would

allow another category that contains between 1 and 5 students to be deduced, the number shall be replaced with

a symbol. A category that contains zero shall be reported as zero, unless such reporting would violate any

applicable provision of federal, state or local law relating to the privacy of student information.

b. Report on installation and maintenance of air quality monitoring systems. The chancellor shall post

conspicuously on the department’s website a real-time report regarding the installation and maintenance of air

quality monitoring devices in schools within the city school district. The department of health and mental

hygiene shall provide guidance to the chancellor regarding the exact locations where such air quality

monitoring devices shall be installed.

c. Annual school air quality reporting. 1. No later than December 31 of each year, the chancellor, in

collaboration with the commissioner of environmental protection, shall submit to the speaker of the council and

the commissioner of health and mental hygiene and shall post conspicuously on the department’s website an

annual report regarding air quality in schools within the city school district.

2. The report shall include but need not be limited to the following annual information for every school

classroom, cafeteria, auditorium, gym, and other gathering place, as well as any additional annual information
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the chancellor or commissioner of health and mental hygiene deems appropriate:

(a) Annual trend line of the daily average ambient temperature;

(b) Annual trend line of the daily average ambient humidity levels;

(c) Annual trend line of the daily average air changes per hour;

(d) Annual trend line of the daily average carbon dioxide levels;

(e) Annual trend line of the daily average carbon monoxide levels;

(f) Annual trend line of the daily average levels of particulate pollution 2.5; and

(g) Annual trend line of the daily average levels of particulate pollution 10.

3. The testing needed to generate the information included in paragraph 2 of this subdivision for the

report shall be performed by the commissioner of environmental protection or by such other parties as such

commissioner may designate.

4. The report required by paragraph 1 of this subdivision shall include a data dictionary, which shall be

updated annually as needed.

5. No report required by paragraph 1 of this subdivision shall contain personally identifiable

information.

6. No information that is otherwise required to be reported pursuant to this subdivision shall be reported

in a manner that would violate any applicable provision of federal, state or local law relating to the privacy of

student information or that would interfere with law enforcement investigations or otherwise conflict with the

interests of law enforcement. If a category contains between 1 and 5 students, or contains an amount that would

allow another category that contains between 1 and 5 students to be deduced, the number shall be replaced with

a symbol. A category that contains zero shall be reported as zero, unless such reporting would violate any

applicable provision of federal, state or local law relating to the privacy of student information.

d. Indoor air quality outreach and education. The department and the department of health and mental

hygiene, in coordination with any other relevant agency, shall conduct outreach and education to increase

awareness of indoor air quality, including, but not limited to, producing guides to help the public understand
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awareness of indoor air quality, including, but not limited to, producing guides to help the public understand

real-time air quality data and recommendations on how to improve air quality in indoor school settings.

§ 3. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, except that the commissioner of health

and mental hygiene shall take such measures as are necessary for the implementation of this local law,

including the promulgation of rules, before such date.
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