DRAFT NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION
FOR INTERNAL PURPOSES ONLY 


[bookmark: _GoBack]
Committee on Youth Services 
Emi Briggs, Legislative Counsel 
	                        Anastassia Zimina, Policy Analyst 
	            	Michele Peregrin, Financial Analyst 

	


[image: ]








THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

BRIEFING PAPER OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION
Jeffrey Baker, Legislative Director
Andrea Vazquez, Deputy Director 


COMMITTEE ON YOUTH SERVICES
Hon. Deborah Rose, Chair 

October 14, 2021





Oversight -RHY Legislation: Reporting and Implementation










I. INTRODUCTION

On October 14, 2021 the Committee on Youth Services, chaired by Council Member Deborah Rose, will conduct an oversight hearing entitled “RHY Legislation: Reporting and Implementation.” At the hearing, the Committee will review four key local laws addressing services for runaway and homeless youth (“RHY”): Local Law 79 of 2018 (2018/79),[footnoteRef:1] Local Law 81 of 2018 (2018/81),[footnoteRef:2] Local Law 86 of 2018 (2018/86),[footnoteRef:3] and Local Law 4 of 2019 (2019/04)[footnoteRef:4] and the reports submitted pursuant to those laws. Those invited to testify include representatives from the Department of Youth and Community Development (DYCD or the Department), homeless youth advocates, and service providers.  [1:  Local Law 79 of 2018 available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3050426&GUID=6F2D904D-C629-4F16-BACD-F3056BA3F5E4&Options=ID|Text|&Search=.]  [2:  Local Law 81 of 2018 available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3147852&GUID=B4D2FB4E-22EC-4812-8582-5AB54A606474&Options=ID|Text|&Search=]  [3:  Local Law 86 of 2018 available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3337815&GUID=20F8E716-81CF-4FAC-B8E6-CD5661A43FFE&Options=ID|Text|&Search=]  [4:  Local Law 4 of 2019 available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3343813&GUID=B8AE7E42-45EC-4523-AEBD-514C893B3C42&Options=ID|Text|&Search=] 


II. BACKGROUND

Runaway and homeless youth (meaning those under 21 years of age), and young adults (those between ages 21-24) are one of the most vulnerable populations New York City (“the City”) serves. In recent years, state and local policy have evolved with the aim of providing better access and enhanced services for this demographic.
 In early 2016, Mayor Bill de Blasio announced a comprehensive review and restructuring of the services provided to homeless individuals and families.[footnoteRef:5] Included in this overview were changes in the RHY system, such as increasing the total number of available RHY beds to 753 by Fiscal Year (FY) 2019,[footnoteRef:6] and streamlining access to DYCD shelter for homeless youth.[footnoteRef:7] In 2018, Article 19-H of the State Executive Law, otherwise known as the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (“RHYA”), was amended to allow localities several options to provide additional services to the RHY population, including:  allowing RHY shelters to serve “homeless young adults,” defined as youth 21-24; and extending the amount of time youth may remain in crisis shelter or transitional independent living support program.[footnoteRef:8] These efforts to expand access and streamline services are reflected in the local legislation at the center of this hearing. The Committee’s primary objective at this hearing is to review the data reported pursuant to these laws and assess their effectiveness in improving access, services, and outcomes for RHY.  [5:  Department of Youth and Community Development, 2016 Annual Report, 16, available at, https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/2016_Annual_Report_DYCD_FInal.pdf.]  [6:  Id. ]  [7:   Review of Homeless Services Agencies and Programs (April 11, 2016), rec. no 30, p.14, available at http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/home/downloads/pdf/reports/2016/90-day-homeless-services-review.pdf.]  [8:  See NY Exec L. § 420.] 


III. LEGISLATION 

Local Law 79 of 2018: RHY Shelter Access Report

Local Law 79 of 2018 (“Local Law 79”) was enacted on January 19, 2018, and codified in § 21-404 of the Administrative Code.[footnoteRef:9] It requires DYCD to report every six months, beginning on July 31, 2018, on RHY who request shelter and are unable to access shelter services. The report is required to include the total number of youth eligible for a Department-funded program, disaggregated by the following: [9:  Local Law 79 of 2018 available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3050426&GUID=6F2D904D-C629-4F16-BACD-F3056BA3F5E4&Options=ID|Text|&Search=. ] 

1. The type of shelter services the youth was attempting to obtain, including, if it was a crisis services program or a transitional independent living support program; 
2. The name of the runaway and homeless program where the youth did not access shelter services;
3. The bed capacity at the program;
4. The number of beds available at the time the youth did not access shelter services;
5. The ages of youth who did not access shelter services;
6. If such information was volunteered, the sexual orientation and gender identity of the youth; and
7. The reason why the youth did not access shelter services including, and if the youth was offered a bed and declined, the reason why.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Administrative Code § 21-404.] 


Additionally, pursuant to subdivision b of the law, the report must also include specific information submitted to DYCD by “all service providers under contract or similar agreement to provide youth crisis services or transitional independent living support programs.”[footnoteRef:11]  The required information includes:  [11:  Administrative Code § 21-404(b).] 

1. Whether the provider referred the youth to another Department-funded runaway crisis[footnoteRef:12] or transitional independent living (TIL)[footnoteRef:13] support program; [12:  “RHY Crisis Services Program” provides emergency shelter and crisis intervention services for young people and young adults aimed at reuniting youth with their families or arranging appropriate transitional and long-term placements. See https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dycd/services/runaway-homeless-youth/crisis-services-programs.page. ]  [13:  “Transitional Independent Living Support Program” provides homeless youth or homeless young adults with support and shelter as they work to establish their independence. See https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dycd/services/runaway-homeless-youth/transitional-independent-living.page. ] 

2. The name of the referred program, if applicable; and
Whether the referred program admitted the youth.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Administrative Code § 21-404(b).] 

Pursuant to Local Law 79’s biannual reporting requirement, DYCD has published seven service access reports covering the period of January 1, 2018 to June 30, 2021.[footnoteRef:15]  Each report details the number of youth placed, the number unable to access services, a breakdown by month, the number of youth who declined available beds, and the reporting RHY programs.[footnoteRef:16] [15:  See DYCD Reports and Plans, “Runaway & Homeless Youth Services” available at https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dycd/about/news-and-media/reports-plans.page. ]  [16:  See id.] 

 During the first six months of 2018, 597 RHY beds were available for youth and 156 beds were contracted towards the goal of 753 open beds in FY19.[footnoteRef:17] In this period, the average vacancy rate was 8% and of the 1,098 youth who sought shelter, 998 (91%) were placed, 19 were unable to access a bed, and 81 were offered an available bed and refused.[footnoteRef:18] In the report covering July to December 2018, 606 RHY beds were available with an additional 137 beds contracted.[footnoteRef:19] Also during that time, 1,331 youth were placed, 17 refused service, and 25 were unable to access a bed on the day they requested services despite the fact that the available DYCD data showed that beds were available.[footnoteRef:20] [17:   Jan. 1- Jun, 30, 2018 Services Access Report Summary, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/RHY_Shelter_Report_July-2018.pdf ]  [18:  Id.]  [19:  Jul. 1-Dec 31, 2018 Services Access Report Summary, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/2018JUL-DEC-SHELTER-ACCESS-Report-Final.pdf. ]  [20:  Id. ] 

Beginning in 2019, the submitted reports no longer appear to include number of available beds, but still track youth placement. From January to June 2019, 1,204 youth were reported as placed, 7 declined service, and only 1 youth was reportedly unable to access a bed when requested.[footnoteRef:21] In the latest report, 1,236 youth were reported as placed and none were reportedly unable to access or declined service.[footnoteRef:22] In comparison to the initial 2018 reports, the reports published since 2019 seem to rely on fewer reporting programs. The first report in 2018 lists seven reporting programs.[footnoteRef:23] In the next year, only one program is listed,[footnoteRef:24] and the latest report does not reference any reporting programs.[footnoteRef:25] During the hearing, this Committee will investigate whether the reported data accurately captures the total number of youth seeking to access RHY shelters, any adjustments DYCD has made to ensure accurate data, and will seek to understand the reason for the downward trend in reporting programs.  [21:  Local Law 79 Services Access Report Summary, Jan. 1- Jun. 30, 2019, available at  https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/LocalLaw79_2019Report.pdf. ]  [22:  Local Law 79 Services Access Report Summary, Jan. 1-Jun. 30, 2021, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/Local_Law_79_Runaway_and_Homeless_Youth_ShelterAccess_Jan-to-June_2021_072021.pdf. ]  [23:  Local Law 79 Services Access Report Summary, Jan.1- Jun. 30, 2018, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/RHY_Shelter_Report_July-2018.pdf (listing the Ali Forney Center, CORE Lighthouse 1, SCO Drop In, Covenant House, Sheltering Arms, The Door,  and Safe Horizon Streetwork as reporting programs).]  [24:  Local Law 79 Services Access Report Summary, Jan. 1- Jun. 30, 2019, available at  https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/LocalLaw79_2019Report.pdf (The Door is the only listed reporting program).]  [25:  Local Law 79 Services Access Report Summary, Jan. 1-Jun. 30, 2021, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/Local_Law_79_Runaway_and_Homeless_Youth_ShelterAccess_Jan-to-June_2021_072021.pdf] 

Local Law 81 of 2018: RHY Intake and Assessment

Local Law 81 of 2018 (“Local Law 81”) is another a biannual reporting bill enacted on January 19, 2018, and is codified in § 21-405 of the Administrative Code.[footnoteRef:26] In addition to its reporting requirements, this law requires coordination between DCYD and the Department of Homeless Services (“DHS”) to streamline the transition to a DHS shelter of RHY who have reached the age and/or time limitations applicable to DYCD-funded services.[footnoteRef:27] Pursuant to this law, DHS is required to create and maintain an intake and assessment process that permits eligible runaway or homeless youth to bypass entry to DHS assessment or intake facilities, provided that in advance of the youth’s presentation to DHS, DYCD provides demographic, social services, and other agreed upon information to DHS.[footnoteRef:28] Beginning July 31, 2018, and every six months subsequently, DYCD is required to submit a report describing the intake and assessment process required under the law, the number of RHY referred through the process, where the youth were referred from, whether they accessed services through the process, and any recommendations for changes to the process.[footnoteRef:29] [26:  Administrative Code § 21-405.]  [27:  See Administrative Code § 21-405(b).]  [28:  Id.]  [29:  Administrative Code § 21-405(c). ] 

	DYCD has published seven reports on the streamlined DHS referral process with details on the number of youth referred and placed and the referring agency from January 1, 2018 until June 30, 2021.[footnoteRef:30] During the first reporting period, only 19 youth were referred; of those, 16 were placed, and 3 refused placement.[footnoteRef:31] The largest number of youth were referred during the period of January 1 to June 2019, with 58 youth referred, 54 placed, and 4 refusing placement.[footnoteRef:32] In the January 1 to June 30, 2020 repport, all 41 of the referred youth were placed.[footnoteRef:33] However, during the latter half of 2020 only 32 of the 40 referred youth were placed, 5 declined placement, and 3 were reported pending. [footnoteRef:34] In the most recent report covering January 1, 2021 to June 30, 2021, 29 youth were referred, 26 were placed, and 3 declined services.[footnoteRef:35] The Committee is particularly interested in understanding how DYCD achieved its reported 100% placement rate in 2020, what factors contributed to the subsequent decline in placements, and the significance of the pending placements reported in the latter half of 2020. [30:  See DYCD Reports and Plans, “Runaway & Homeless Youth Services” available at https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dycd/about/news-and-media/reports-plans.page.]  [31:  Local Law 81 Streamlined Referral Report, Jan. 1-Jun. 30, 2018, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/DYCD_to_DHS_Streamlined_Referral_Process_Report%207-31-18.pdf ]  [32:   Local Law 81 Streamlined Referral Report, Jan. 1- Jun. 30, 2019 available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/LocalLaw81_2019Report.pdf]  [33:  Local Law 81 Streamlined Referral Report, Jan.1-Jun. 30, 2020 available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/Local_Law_81_Report2020.pdf ]  [34: Local Law 81 Streamlined Referral Report, Jul. 1- Dec. 31, 2020 available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/Local_Law81_Streamline_Referral_Process_Jul1-Dec31-2020.pdf ]  [35:  Local Law 81 Streamlined Referral Report, Jan.1-Jun. 30, 2021 available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/Local_Law81_of_2018_Report_for2021_Jan-Jun.pdf ] 



Local Law 86 of 2018: RHY Population and Capacity Plan

Local Law 86 of 2018 (“Local Law 86”) was enacted on April 17, 2018, and builds in part on Local Law 79.[footnoteRef:36] Local Law 86 consists of two primary components—a report and capacity plan—reflected respectively in sections 21-408 and 21-409 of the Administrative Code.[footnoteRef:37] Pursuant to section 21-408’s reporting requirement, on October 1, 2018 and annually thereafter, DYCD must submit a report on the prior fiscal year ending June 30th describing the size;[footnoteRef:38] demographical information including race, gender identity, pregnancy, and parenting status;[footnoteRef:39] service needs;[footnoteRef:40] dispositions;[footnoteRef:41] and public resources available to the current population of RHY.[footnoteRef:42]  [36:  Administrative Code § 21-408; see Administrative Code § 21-409 (requiring capacity plan to be “informed by report required pursuant to section 21-404.”).]  [37:  Administrative Code §§ 21-408-409.]  [38:  Administrative Code § 21- 408(b)(1) (“A description of the size and characteristics of the current population of runaway and homeless youth, to the extent known, including but not limited to gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, pregnancy and parenting status, and disabilities.”).]  [39:  Id.]  [40:  Administrative Code § 21- 408(b)(2) (“A description of the service needs of the current population of runaway and homeless youth, to the extent known, including but not limited to educational assistance, TASC preparation, medical services, mental health services, services for sexually exploited children, and temporary shelter.”).]  [41:  Administrative Code § 21-408(b)(3) (“A breakdown of the dispositions of runaway and homeless youth who exited the temporary shelter system in the previous calendar year disaggregated by categories including but not limited to transitioned from a runaway and homeless youth crisis services program to a transitional independent living support program, reconnected with family, transitioned to a department of homeless services shelter, transitioned to a New York city housing authority apartment, transitioned to a private apartment, and exited to an unknown location.”).]  [42:  See Administrative Code § 21-408(b)(4) (“A description of the public resources available to serve runaway and homeless youth including any new services established since the submission of the previous report required pursuant to this section and any existing services that will be expanded.”).] 

Section 21-409 requires DYCD to develop a plan to provide shelter services to all RHY who request it.”[footnoteRef:43] The capacity plan, which was due on October 1, 2018, was required to be informed by the RHY Shelter Access report required pursuant to Administrative Code § 21-404, as added by Local Law 79.[footnoteRef:44] [43:  Administrative Code § 21-409.]  [44:  See Id.] 

In addition to demographic data and overview of RHY services, the Local Law 86 report outlined DYCD’s capacity plan to increase the provision of shelter services through the following efforts:
“The expansion in beds for youth ages 16‐20, and expanding resources for youth ages 21‐24, including: (1) 60 newly funded beds to be contracted in FY19… (2) more outreach to youth approaching age 21 in DYCD funded programs to participate in streamlined access to adult shelter, as needed, (3) commitment to additional supportive housing units for youth, and (4) commitment to help homeless youth in DYCD‐funded programs to access housing subsidies.”[footnoteRef:45]  [45: Local Law 86 of 2018 Report, (Oct. 1, 2018), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/Local_Law_86_Report10-1-18.pdf.] 


During FY18, 2,267 youth were served in Crisis Services programs and 827 were served in TIL programs.[footnoteRef:46] In FY19, Crisis Services programs served 2,084 youth and TIL programs served 986.[footnoteRef:47] According to the latest report, during FY21, 2,641 youth were served in Crisis Services programs and 814 were served in TILs .[footnoteRef:48] The charts below were included in the October 2018 and October 2021 reports, and provide a breakdown of the dispositions of RHY who exited the temporary shelter system (see DYCD Figures).[footnoteRef:49] A comparison of the data shows a decrease in the percentage of youth who exited into a TIL or Crisis Service program, from a reported 25% and 15% respectively in 2018 to 20% and 6% in 2021.[footnoteRef:50] However, the percentage of youth who left DYCD programs for undisclosed or unknown locations appears to have increased from 27% in 2018 to 38% in 2021.[footnoteRef:51] Given the considerable demographic data provided under this law, the Committee will seek to understand if and how this information is employed by the Department and service providers to improve services to RHY. Additionally, the Committee will consider to what extent, if any, the reported data has improved the outcomes for RHY as they exit DYCD programs. [46:  Id.]  [47:  Local Law 86 of 2018 Report, (Oct. 1, 2019), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/FY19Runaway_and_Homeless_Youth_Demographics_and_Services.pdf ]  [48:  Local Law 86 of 2018 Report, (Oct. 1, 2021) available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/FY21_LL86_RHY_Demographics-and-Services_Report-Final.pdf.]  [49:  Local Law 86 of 2018 Report, (Oct. 1, 2018), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/Local_Law_86_Report10-1-18.pdf; Local Law 86 of 2018 Report, (Oct. 1, 2021) available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/FY21_LL86_RHY_Demographics-and-Services_Report-Final.pdf ]  [50:  Id.]  [51:  Id.] 

[image: ] [image: ]
Figure Source: DYCD (Local Law 86 of 2018 Report October 2018; October 2021)[footnoteRef:52] [52:  Id.] 


Local Law 4 of 2019: RHY Immigration Information Plan and Reporting
	
Local Law 4 of 2019 (“Local Law 4”) added section 21-413 to the administrative code, was enacted on December 29, 2018 and went into effect on March 29, 2019.[footnoteRef:53] This law focuses on “undocumented immigrant, homeless and runaway youth in the care of or in contact with” RHY providers in DYCD.[footnoteRef:54] It is comprised of two key parts: (1) a plan to provide information on immigration relief and benefit services for runaway and homeless youth and (2) annual reporting on the plan’s implementation and goals.[footnoteRef:55] DYCD is required to establish a plan to provide information catered to youth who have been subject to domestic violence,[footnoteRef:56] trafficking,[footnoteRef:57] hostile conditions or discriminatory persecution in their country of origin,[footnoteRef:58] abandonment,[footnoteRef:59] and other factors that may provide the basis for immigration relief for such runaway and homeless youth.[footnoteRef:60] The plan, due on June 1, 2019,[footnoteRef:61] was required to include a description of how DYCD would share information on relevant legal assistance,[footnoteRef:62] and strategies as to how DYCD would achieve the following goals:  [53:  Administrative Code § 21-413.]  [54:   Youth Services Committee Hearing Transcript (Sept.17, 2018), page 9:15-20 available at file:///C:/Users/NYCCUser/Downloads/Hearing%20Transcript%2091718%20(1).pdf.]  [55:  See Administrative Code § 21-413.]  [56:  Administrative Code § 21-413(a)(1)(a).]  [57: Administrative Code § 21-413(a)(1)(b)]  [58: Administrative Code § 21-413(a)(1)(c)-(d).]  [59:  Administrative Code § 21-413(a)(1)(e).]  [60:  Administrative Code § 21-413(a)(1)(f).]  [61:  Administrative Code § 21-413(b).]  [62:  Administrative Code § 21-413(a)(2).] 

(a) Informing as many runaway and homeless youth as practicable about the availability of immigration services and resources, including immigration-related legal services, in the covered languages identified in section 23-1101;
(b) Ensuring that the information provided to runaway and homeless youth about available resources for immigration relief or immigration-related benefits is current and accurate, including information about age limits or deadlines applicable to obtaining such relief or benefits, if any;
(c) Establishing mandatory trainings for staff of runaway and homeless youth services about providing information and referral resources to organizations that provide assistance related to immigration relief or immigration-related benefits, including how to confidentially respond to requests for such referral resources; and
(d) Assisting in a culturally appropriate manner runaway and homeless youth who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or questioning, who are in need of information about immigration relief or immigration-related benefits.[footnoteRef:63] [63:  Administrative Code § 21-413(a)(3).] 


Local Law 4 required DYCD to submit a report beginning on June 1, 2020 and annually thereafter, detailing its progress towards these goals, including a summary of related programs, number of mandatory trainings for staff, and the total number of runaway and homeless youth informed.[footnoteRef:64] [64:  Administrative Code § 21-413(c) ] 

Since the enactment of Local Law 4, DYCD has submitted its implementation plan on June 1, 2019,[footnoteRef:65] and two reports on the plan’s progress on June 1, 2020 and June 1, 2021.[footnoteRef:66] According to the 2020 report, 4,397 youth received immigration relief information between July 1, 2019 and April 30, 2020.[footnoteRef:67]  In the 2021 report that number declined to 3,713 youth who received information between July 1, 2020 and April 30, 2021.[footnoteRef:68] Both reports referenced two mandatory trainings each for staff of RHY and cited a flyer on ActionNYC, a City-funded immigration legal help program as evidence of its outreach efforts under the law.[footnoteRef:69] With regards to this law, the Committee will investigate effectiveness of its outreach and awareness efforts, specifically whether youth who received the distributed information were able to successfully access immigration relief services. [65:  Local Law 4 of 2019 Plan, (Jun.1, 2019), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/LL4_2019_%20RHY_and_MOIA_Final.pdf]  [66:  Local Law 4 of 2019 Report, (Jun. 1, 2020), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/2020-5-28%20LL4_Annual_Report.pdf; Local Law 4 of 2019 Report, (Jun. 1, 2021), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/2021_LL4_Annual_Report-Final.pdf. ]  [67:  Local Law 4 of 2019 Report, (Jun. 1, 2020), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/2020-5-28%20LL4_Annual_Report.pdf;]  [68:  Local Law 4 of 2019 Report, (Jun. 1, 2021), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/2021_LL4_Annual_Report-Final.pdf.]  [69:  Local Law 4 of 2019 Report, (Jun. 1, 2020), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/2020-5-28%20LL4_Annual_Report.pdf; Local Law 4 of 2019 Report, (Jun. 1, 2021), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/2021_LL4_Annual_Report-Final.pdf.] 

Local Law 88 of 2018: RHY Services for Homeless Young Adults
Local Law 88 of 2018 does not include a reporting requirement.[footnoteRef:70] While the RHYA was amended to permit RHY shelters to extend their services homeless young adults, Local Law 88 authorizes DYCD to limit such services at its discretion.[footnoteRef:71] The law provides that DYCD shall include shelter services for homeless young adults as part of RHY services, “but need not serve all such adults.”[footnoteRef:72] At this hearing, the Committee will seek to better understand how this legislation has been applied, in what instances are homeless young adults denied RHY services,  [70:  Local Law 88 available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3337813&GUID=59621C3D-2453-4B95-9C04-DC32525DD602&Options=ID|Text|&Search= ]  [71:   See id (emphasis added).]  [72:  Id; Administrative Code § 21-406. ] 

and whether this law has impacted the reporting and outcomes of the other local laws.
 
IV. CONCLUSION

Today, the Committee hopes to learn more about the information collected through these four reporting laws and their effectiveness in providing better service to all RHY.  In addition, the Committees hope to hear from advocates and service providers in order to learn more about their experiences with RHY and the impact these laws have had on their service objectives. This important information will enable the Council to explore ways that the City can work towards reducing and preventing homelessness among RHY.  
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