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I. INTRODUCTION
	On February 23, 2021, the Committee on Higher Education, chaired by Council Member Inez D. Barron, will conduct an oversight hearing on Admissions Policies at CUNY Early College High Schools. At this hearing, the Committee will seek an overview of the admissions policies at early college high schools that are affiliated with City University of New York (“CUNY” or “University”) colleges. Witnesses invited to testify include representatives from the CUNY Administration and CUNY early college high schools, the Professional Staff Congress-CUNY, the University Faculty Senate, the University Student Senate, student groups and organizations, student advocacy groups, and other interested stakeholders. 
II. BACKGROUND
CUNY was established in 1961 pursuant to state legislation that united seven existing municipal colleges and a graduate school into an integrated citywide system of public higher education.[footnoteRef:1] CUNY is now the largest urban public university in the United States (U.S.) serving more than 271,000 degree and non-degree seeking students and offering adult and continuing education with over 228,000 course registrations at 25 colleges across the City’s five boroughs.[footnoteRef:2] With more than 1,400 academic programs, 200 majors leading to associate and baccalaureate degrees, and 800 graduate degree programs, CUNY offers learning opportunities at every level, from certificate courses to Ph.D. programs, in a system that now comprises seven community colleges, 11 senior colleges, the Macaulay Honors College, five graduate and professional schools, and an assortment of research centers, institutes and consortia.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  CUNY, Mission & History (n.d.), available at https://www.cuny.edu/about/history/. ]  [2:  Office of New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, Mayor’s Management Report (Sept. 2020), 239, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/mmr2020/2020_mmr.pdf.]  [3:  CUNY, Academics (n.d.), available at https://www.cuny.edu/academics/. ] 

Additionally, there are 25 public high schools that are affiliated with various CUNY colleges; 20 through the Early College Initiative,[footnoteRef:4] three New York City (“NYC” or “City”) Specialized High Schools,[footnoteRef:5] Medgar Evers College Preparatory School, and the Hunter College High School, which is chartered by the CUNY Board of Trustees and administered by Hunter College.[footnoteRef:6] Together, during the 2019 academic year, these high schools enrolled an estimated 16,100 students.[footnoteRef:7] Staten Island is the only borough with a single CUNY-affiliated high school, while the Bronx is home to four, Brooklyn and Manhattan have six each, and Queens has the most with eight.[footnoteRef:8] [4:  CUNY, Early College Initiative at CUNY: Our Schools (n.d.), available at https://k16.cuny.edu/eci/our-schools/. ]  [5:  NYC Department of Education, Specialized High Schools: What Are the Specialized High Schools? (n.d.), available at https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/specialized-high-schools. ]  [6:  Hunter College Campus Schools, About: Current Structure of the Schools (n.d.), available at https://www.hunterschools.org/about/about-campus-schools. ]  [7:  See NYC Department of Education, Find a School (n.d.), available at https://schoolsearch.schools.nyc/. Utilizing “Find a School” tool, looked up and added enrollment of 25 CUNY-affiliated high schools. ]  [8:  See NYC Department of Education, Find a School (n.d.), available at https://schoolsearch.schools.nyc/. Utilizing “Find a School” tool, looked up each school’s address. Note: While the Academy for Careers in Television & Film, which is located in Queens, is designated as an ECI school (See Section III), its CUNY affiliation is listed as “TBD.”] 

CUNY operates pursuant to a legislatively mandated mission to provide equal access and opportunity for all students, faculty and staff regardless of ethnicity, race or gender, and to be “of vital importance as a vehicle for the upward mobility of the disadvantaged in the city of New York.”[footnoteRef:9] Moreover, CUNY’s mission strives to recognize and respond to “the imperative need for affirmative action and the positive desire to have city university personnel reflect the diverse communities which comprise the people of the city and state of New York.”[footnoteRef:10] However, as reflected in the diversity of CUNY early college high school students, the mission exhibits mixed results.[footnoteRef:11] [9:  New York Education Law, § 6201.]  [10:  Id., at section (1).]  [11:  See Elizabeth A. Harris, “Hunter High School Is 9 Percent Black or Hispanic. Why Isn’t It Part of the Diversity Debate?” NEW YORK TIMES (Aug. 21, 2018), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/21/nyregion/hunter-high-school-diversity-exam.html. ] 

III. EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOLS
A postsecondary degree is increasingly necessary for upward mobility in the U.S. economy,[footnoteRef:12] yet wide disparities in access to higher education exist between low-income students and students of color, and their more advantaged peers.[footnoteRef:13] As high school is a pivotal time for students to prepare to succeed in college and in the workforce, early college high schools, also known as early colleges, are a proven approach to improve retention and graduation rates.[footnoteRef:14] [12:  Carnevale, A. P., Rose, S. J., & Cheah, B., “The college payoff: Education, occupations, lifetime earnings” Georgetown University, Center on Education and the Workforce (2011), available at http://cew.georgetown.edu/collegepayoff/. ]  [13:  Duncheon, J. C., “Making sense of college readiness in a low-performing urban high school: Perspectives of high-achieving first generation youth” Urban Education (Feb. 12, 2018), available at https://doi.org/10.1177/0042085918756712. ]  [14:  Kristina Zeiser and Mengli Song, “The Lasting Benefits of Early College High Schools” American Institutes for Research (Feb. 18, 2020), available at https://www.air.org/resource/lasting-benefits-early-college-high-schools.] 

Early colleges are secondary schools that offer students the opportunity to earn both a high school diploma and an associate’s degree, or up to two years of transferable college credit, at no cost to the student.[footnoteRef:15] As a partnership of a school district or high school and a two- or four-year college or university, early colleges offer a rigorous curriculum that blends college prep and college level courses, making college education more accessible and attractive to students and their families.[footnoteRef:16] Early colleges also effectively eliminate the transition between high school and college, making it easier for students to stay in school.[footnoteRef:17] [15:  CUNY, Early College Initiative at CUNY: About Us (n.d.), available at https://k16.cuny.edu/eci/about/. ]  [16:  Id.]  [17:  Kristina Zeiser, “Evaluating the Impact of Early College High Schools” American Institutes for Research (n.d.), available at https://www.air.org/project/evaluation-early-college-high-school-initiative/. ] 

According to a 2009 national study conducted by American Institutes for Research (AIR), early college students performed better on state assessments in English language arts and mathematics than their peers in traditional high schools in their local districts.[footnoteRef:18] Students also earned an average of 23 college credits by the time they graduated, and 88 percent had enrolled in college the fall after graduation.[footnoteRef:19] A 2014 national AIR study found that early college students were significantly more likely to enroll in college and earn a college degree than their peers who did not attend an early college.[footnoteRef:20] Moreover, a 2019 cost-benefit study by AIR found that early college programs have lasting benefits for students and the broader population.[footnoteRef:21] This includes improving an individual’s earnings over their career, which also increases the amount of taxes collected and reduces government spending on assistance programs.[footnoteRef:22] Lastly, earning college credits in high school can reduce the financial barrier to college for many students while also helping to address the student debt crisis.[footnoteRef:23] [18:  American Institutes for Research, “Six Years and Counting: The ECHSI Matures: A Summary of the Early College High School Initiative Evaluation Report” (Aug. 2009), available at https://www.air.org/sites/default/files/downloads/report/ECHSI_Synthesis_Report_Summary-_Final_0.pdf. ]  [19:  Id.]  [20:  American Institutes for Research, “Early College, Continued Success: Early College High School Initiative Impact Study” (Jan. 2014), available at https://www.air.org/sites/default/files/downloads/report/AIR%20ECHSI%20Impact%20Study%20Report-%20NSC%20Update%2001-14-14.pdf. ]  [21:  Kristina Zeiser, “The Costs and Benefits of Early College High Schools” American Institutes for Research (Dec. 30, 2019), available at https://www.air.org/resource/costs-and-benefits-early-college-high-schools-0. ]  [22:  Kristina Zeiser, “Evidence of Effectiveness for Early College High Schools” American Institutes for Research (Mar. 2020), available at https://www.air.org/resource/evidence-effectiveness-early-college-high-schools. ]  [23:  Id.] 

IV. CUNY EARLY COLLEGE INITIATIVE
The Early College Initiative (“ECI” or “Initiative”) at CUNY was established in 2003 to develop and support early colleges in NYC,[footnoteRef:24] through the provision of guidance, project management and financial resources.[footnoteRef:25] The Initiative, which is considered to be the largest concentration of early colleges in an urban setting in the U.S.,[footnoteRef:26] was designed for students who have been historically underrepresented in higher education, including low-income youth, first-generation college students, and English language learners.[footnoteRef:27] ECI promotes economic and social mobility by making a college degree more “accessible, affordable, and attainable,” for traditionally underrepresented students.[footnoteRef:28]  [24:  CUNY, Early College Initiative Outcomes: Student Achievement and Momentum (Apr. 2017), 2,  available at https://www.cuny.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/media-assets/ECIFulReport20170421.pdf. ]  [25:  CUNY, Early College Initiative at CUNY: About Us (n.d.), available at https://k16.cuny.edu/eci/about/.]  [26:  CUNY, Early College Initiative (n.d.), available at https://www.cuny.edu/about/administration/offices/evaluation/areas-of-focus_1/college_readiness/early-college-initiative-eci/. ]  [27:  CUNY, Early College Initiative at CUNY: About Us (n.d.), available at https://k16.cuny.edu/eci/about/. ]  [28:  CUNY, Early College Initiative at CUNY: Mission (n.d.), available at https://k16.cuny.edu/eci/. ] 

Presently, there are 20 NYC public schools under the ECI umbrella, each of which appear to each have their own distinct admissions criteria.[footnoteRef:29] ECI schools are categorized into four structural models: grades 6-12, grades 9-12, grades 9-13, and grades 9-14.[footnoteRef:30] The 6-12 model includes middle school and allows students to begin taking college courses as early as ninth grade.[footnoteRef:31] Students attending 6-12 model schools may earn up to 60 college credits and/or an associate’s degree in liberal arts.[footnoteRef:32] The 9-12 model is a four year program which permits students to spend their last years of high school on the partner college campus.[footnoteRef:33] The 9-13 model is a five year program where students can earn an associate’s degree.[footnoteRef:34] Finally, the 9-14 model, also known as NYC P-Tech schools, offers a “carefully integrated [Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (“STEM”)] curriculum over the course of six years.”[footnoteRef:35] In addition to ECI, each 9-14 model school is in partnership with the NYC Department of Education (DOE), a founding employer partner, and an undergraduate CUNY college that offers an associate degree.[footnoteRef:36] [29:  CUNY, Early College Initiative at CUNY: About Us (n.d.), available at https://k16.cuny.edu/eci/about/.]  [30:  CUNY, Early College Initiative at CUNY: Our Schools (n.d.), available at https://k16.cuny.edu/eci/our-schools/. ]  [31:  Id.]  [32:  Id.]  [33:  Id.]  [34:  Id.]  [35:  Id.]  [36:  Id.] 

According to a 2017 CUNY study, ECI students were more likely to be considered college ready by high school graduation, compared to similar students.[footnoteRef:37] By earning more college credits, ECI students were also better positioned for college completion.[footnoteRef:38] ECI graduates were more likely to enroll in a CUNY college after high school, to remain enrolled after two years, and to have enrolled in a four-year college.[footnoteRef:39] ECI students who matriculated into a CUNY college were less likely to require remedial coursework, and were on average one semester closer to graduation after two years.[footnoteRef:40] [37:  Id. at 2.]  [38:  Id.]  [39:  Id.]  [40:  Id.] 

According to CUNY, the ECI program targets students who are underrepresented in higher education.[footnoteRef:41] During the 2016-17 academic year, over 70 percent of students identified as Black or Hispanic, more than half identified as male, and nearly 42 percent had Title I support.[footnoteRef:42] Based on preliminary findings on the 2016 graduating cohort of ECI students, most students graduated within four years and completed at least one college course while in high school (92 percent and 95 percent, respectively).[footnoteRef:43] On average, students earned about 30 credits, which amounts to completing one year of credits toward an Associate degree.[footnoteRef:44] Upon graduating from ECI, 81 percent of students enrolled in college within six months.[footnoteRef:45] [41:  CUNY, Early College Initiative (ECI) (n.d.), available at https://www.cuny.edu/about/administration/offices/evaluation/areas-of-focus_1/college_readiness/early-college-initiative-eci/. ]  [42:  Id.]  [43:  Id.]  [44:  Id.]  [45:  Id.] 

V. SPECIALIZED HIGH SCHOOLS
Of the DOE’s nine Specialized High Schools,[footnoteRef:46] which are required by New York State’s Hecht-Calandra Act of 1971 to utilize the Specialized High School Admissions Test (SHSAT) as the single point of entry,[footnoteRef:47] three are co-located on CUNY college campuses: the High School for Math, Science, and Engineering at City College; the High School of American Studies at Lehman College; and the Queens High School for the Sciences at York College.[footnoteRef:48] Specialized High Schools do not consider students’ academic records when making admissions offers.[footnoteRef:49] Instead, offers are determined by applicants’ SHSAT scores, the order applicants rank these schools on their test answer sheets, and seat availability.[footnoteRef:50] [46:  Note: DOE’s Specialized High Schools include Stuyvesant High School, Bronx High School of Science, Brooklyn Technical High School, Brooklyn Latin School, Staten Island Technical High School, Queens High School for the Sciences, High School of American Studies, the High School of Mathematics, Science and Engineering, and LaGuardia High School of Music and the Arts.]  [47:  See New York Education Law § 2590-g(12).]  [48:  NYC Department of Education, Specialized High Schools: What Are the Specialized High Schools? (n.d.), available at https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/specialized-high-schools.]  [49:  NYC Department of Education, NYC High School and Specialized High Schools Admissions Guide, available at https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/high-school/nyc-high-school-admissions-guide. ]  [50:  Id. ] 

While each Specialized High School has different demographic characteristics, some being more diverse than others, they as a whole remain unrepresentative of the City’s total student population (see Table 1).[footnoteRef:51] During the 2018-19 academic year, these schools’ collective student   [51:  Council of the City of New York, School Diversity in NYC (n.d.), available at https://council.nyc.gov/data/school-diversity-in-nyc/. Note: Table 1 does not include LaGuardia High School of Music and the Arts, which relies on auditions for admission.] 

demographic composition was 61.6 percent Asian, 24.3 percent white, 6.3 percent Hispanic, 3.9 percent Black and 3.9 percent multiple race.[footnoteRef:52] [52:  Id.] 

	Additionally, Specialized High School students are less likely to be in poverty than students citywide.[footnoteRef:53] Compared to 74 percent of students citywide that experience poverty, fewer than 50 percent of students at Specialized High Schools experience poverty (see Table 2). [53:  Id.] 



Table 2.
Source: https://council.nyc.gov/data/school-diversity-in-nyc/ 
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Source: https://council.nyc.gov/data/school-diversity-in-nyc/ 


[image: ]Table 2.
Source: https://council.nyc.gov/data/school-diversity-in-nyc/









VI. OTHER CUNY-AFFILIATED EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOLS
	In addition to the 20 ECI schools and three Specialized High Schools, Medgar Evers College Preparatory School (MECPS) and Hunter College High School (HCHS) are also affiliated with CUNY colleges.[footnoteRef:54] [54:  Medgar Evers College Preparatory School, About Us: Mission and Vision (n.d.), available at https://www.mecps.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=272544&type=d; Hunter College Campus Schools, About: Current Structure of the Schools (n.d.), available at https://www.hunterschools.org/about/about-campus-schools. ] 

	MECPS, which is co-located with Medgar Evers College,[footnoteRef:55] is a DOE early college that employs a 6-12 model.[footnoteRef:56] MECPS’ mission is “to provide [their] diverse student population with a rigorous education… [and] provide students with the support and opportunities that will encourage them to pursue careers in [STEM], areas in which minorities are severely under-represented.”[footnoteRef:57] As such, in addition to requiring students to complete four years of English/language arts, mathematics, science, and technology and three years of second language courses, students must also complete at least one Advanced Placement (AP) course in English/language arts, mathematics, science and the social sciences and sit for each corresponding AP exam.[footnoteRef:58] Beginning in the 10th grade, students may enroll in credit bearing college courses and research internships at Medgar Evers College, and starting in the 11th grade, students may earn up to 11 college credits each semester.[footnoteRef:59] [55:  Medgar Evers College Preparatory School, About Us: Mission and Vision (n.d.), available at https://www.mecps.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=272544&type=d/.]  [56:  NYC Department of Education, Medgar Evers College Preparatory School (n.d.), available at https://www.schools.nyc.gov/schools/K590.]  [57:  Medgar Evers College Preparatory School, About Us: Mission and Vision (n.d.), available at https://www.mecps.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=272544&type=d/.]  [58:  Id.]  [59:  Id.] 

	MECPS screens for admission by not only reviewing grades and test scores, but also attendance and punctuality, special artistic or athletic talents, and parental level of commitment.[footnoteRef:60] Additionally, the admissions process involves interviews of parents and children, and children are administered a diagnostic test.[footnoteRef:61] Students may be admitted to MECPS in the sixth grade, which has 120 seats, or the ninth grade, which has 240 seats.[footnoteRef:62] [60:  InsideSchools, Medgar Evers College Preparatory School (n.d.), available at https://insideschools.org/school/17K590.]  [61:  Id.]  [62:  Id.] 

	Demographically, during the 2019-20 academic year,[footnoteRef:63] 58 percent of MECPS students identified as female, 88 percent of students identified as Black, five percent as Hispanic or Latinx, two percent as Native American, one percent as Asian, one percent as Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, and one percent as white.[footnoteRef:64] Eight percent of students had reported disabilities,[footnoteRef:65] and 54.4 percent were identified as having economic need.[footnoteRef:66] Academically, 625 students were enrolled in at least one AP course and 18 were enrolled in at least one college credit-bearing course.[footnoteRef:67] [63:  Note: This is the most recent available data.]  [64:  NYC Department of Education, 2019-20 School Quality Snapshot: Medgar Evers College Preparatory School (n.d.), available at https://tools.nycenet.edu/snapshot/2020/17K590/HS/. ]  [65:  Id.]  [66:  NYC Department of Education, 2019-20 School Quality Guide – Online Edition: Medgar Evers College Preparatory School (n.d.), available at https://tools.nycenet.edu/guide/2020/#dbn=17K590&report_type=HS/.]  [67:  NYC Department of Education, 2019-20 School Quality Snapshot: Medgar Evers College Preparatory School (n.d.), available at https://tools.nycenet.edu/snapshot/2020/17K590/HS/.] 

	HCHS, which employs a 7-12 model, is a publicly-funded, “selective admission [early college] for intellectually talented and gifted students” chartered by the CUNY Board of Trustees and administered by Hunter College.[footnoteRef:68] According to HCHS’ website, the school’s “curriculum exceeds New York State mandated guidelines issued by the Board of Regents,”[footnoteRef:69] and “students are afforded a rigorous, deep core curriculum and have great flexibility in planning their own academic programs in the Junior and Senior years.”[footnoteRef:70] This includes a broad selection of AP courses in all academic disciplines and the arts, outside internships, and classes at Hunter College.[footnoteRef:71] [68:  Hunter College Campus Schools, About: Current Structure of the Schools (n.d.), available at https://www.hunterschools.org/about/about-campus-schools.]  [69:  Id.]  [70:  Hunter College Campus Schools, High School Welcome (n.d.), available at https://www.hunterschools.org/high-school/high-school-welcome. ]  [71:  Id.] 

	The only entry year for admission to HCHS is seventh grade via the HCHS Entrance Exam, which is typically administered to interested sixth grade students in January.[footnoteRef:72] Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, HCHS postponed their admissions process for the incoming fall 2021 seventh grade class.[footnoteRef:73] [72:  Hunter College Campus Schools, High School Admissions (Feb. 2021), available at https://www.hunterschools.org/high-school/admissions/high-school-admissions. ]  [73:  Id.] 

	According to the Hunter College Campus Schools mission statement, “[the] schools strive to reflect the city they serve by admitting and educating a population of students who are culturally, socio-economically, and ethnically diverse.”[footnoteRef:74] However, HCHS’ Basic Education Data System (“BEDS”) report for the 2020-21 academic year reveals a dearth of Black and Latinx students when compared to the City’s demographic makeup.[footnoteRef:75] Of the 1,276 HCHS students, 54.5 percent identify as female; approximately 36 percent identify as Asian; 34 percent identify as white (not Hispanic origin); 21 percent identify as multi-racial (not Hispanic origin); about six percent identify as Hispanic or Latino; almost three percent identify as Black or African American (not Hispanic origin); 0.2 percent identify as Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander; and a single student that identifies as American Indian or Alaska Native.[footnoteRef:76] Additionally, about 4.5 percent of the HCHS student body are eligible for free or reduced-price school meals.[footnoteRef:77] [74:  Hunter College Campus Schools, About: Hunter College Campus Schools Mission Statement (n.d.), available at https://www.hunterschools.org/about/about-campus-schools. ]  [75:  Hunter College Campus Schools, Public Records: BEDS 2020-21 (n.d.), available at https://hunterschools.myschoolapp.com/ftpimages/602/download/download_5538397.pdf.]  [76:  Id.]  [77:  Id.] 

For Fiscal 2022, the Hunter College Campus Schools is receiving 91 percent of its operational support through City tax-levy funding for the Hunter College Elementary School and Hunter College High School. The Fiscal 2022 Preliminary Budget includes $19.8 million for the two schools, including $18.4 million for Personnel Service (PS), to support 221 positions, of which 140 positions are pedagogical and 81 are non-pedagogical positions, and $1.4 million for Other Than Personnel Service (OTPS). The Fiscal 2022 budget has grown by $300,000 in support of salaries for employees for full-time pedagogical and non-pedagogical staff when compared to the Fiscal 2021 Adopted Budget. Since adoption, however, the Fiscal 2021 budget has remained steady.
VII. ISSUES AND CONCERNS
	In 2014, the Civil Rights Project/Proyecto Derechos Civiles at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) published what is now a widely cited study identifying NYC’s public school system as the largest and one of the most segregated in the nation.[footnoteRef:78] Though they represent nearly 70 percent of the DOE’s more than 1.1 million students, Black and Latinx students are significantly underrepresented in selective middle and high schools.[footnoteRef:79] These significant racial disparities persist today, and have only been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.[footnoteRef:80]  [78:  Kucsera, John, “New York State’s Extreme School Segregation: Inequality, Inaction and a Damaged Future” The Civil Rights Project/Proyecto Derechos Civiles (Mar. 26, 2014), available at https://www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/research/k-12-education/integration-and-diversity/ny-norflet-report-placeholder. ]  [79:  Eliza Shapiro, “New York City Will Change Many Selective Schools to Address Segregation” NEW YORK TIMES (Dec. 18, 2020), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/18/nyregion/nyc-schools-admissions-segregation.html.]  [80:  New York Times Editorial Board, “Reopen Schools, and Reform Them” NEW YORK TIMES (Dec. 20, 2020), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/20/opinion/new-york-public-high-schools.html. ] 

	On December 18, 2020, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and in an effort to better integrate schools, Mayor Bill de Blasio announced significant changes to middle and high school admissions policies.[footnoteRef:81] Pursuant to these revisions, the City will remove geographic admissions preferences which give priority to students who lived within a local school district.[footnoteRef:82] Additionally, for the first time, high schools will be required to publicly post their admissions criteria and rubrics for assessing students.[footnoteRef:83] However, the City will still administer this year’s specialized high school exam.[footnoteRef:84]  [81:  See Office of the Mayor of New York City, Transcript: Mayor de Blasio Holds Media Availability, News (Dec. 18, 2020), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/873-20/transcript-mayor-de-blasio-holds-media-availability. ]  [82:  Id. ]  [83:  Id. ]  [84:  Id. ] 

	On January 29, 2021, citing the disparities worsened by the pandemic and student activism, Council Member Barron joined Council Speaker Corey Johnson to call on CUNY Chancellor Félix V. Matos Rodríguez and Hunter College President Jennifer Raab to address concerns about racial and economic segregation at HCHS in a sign-on letter with more than 30 other elected officials.[footnoteRef:85] While considered to be a selective high school, HCHS is not covered by the Hecht-Calandra Act and therefore does not require applicants take the SHSAT.[footnoteRef:86] However, the HCHS does similarly rely on a single admissions test.[footnoteRef:87] In its letter, the signatories argue that HCHS’s single test admissions system unfairly screens out high-achieving Black, Latinx and low-income students.[footnoteRef:88] Accordingly, the sign-on letter includes the following demands: [85:  Letter Re: Hunter College High School 2021-2022 Admissions (Jan. 29, 2021), available at https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bnKfJTc24E9ASbNM_7Xq0cMuU5a3FDs3/view. ]  [86:  See Hunter College Campus Schools, High School Admissions (Feb. 19, 2021), available at https://www.hunterschools.org/high-school/admissions/high-school-admissions. ]  [87:  See id. ]  [88:  Id. ] 

(1) Suspend the HCHS admissions test this year in recognition of the serious equity impacts of the pandemic;
(2) Implement an alternative admissions system for 2021 to admit a high-achieving but more racially and economically diverse class that looks like New York City; and
(3) Work with school integration experts to identify and adopt permanent changes to the admissions system that balance excellence with equity.[footnoteRef:89] [89:  Id.] 

VIII. CONCLUSION
At today’s hearing, the Committee on Higher Education is seeking an overview and understanding of admissions policies at CUNY early colleges. This includes the relationship these schools have with CUNY and DOE, how the policies were created and implemented, and admission trends at each of these schools. The Committee is also seeking data related to academic success, as well as demographic trends in admissions and among faculty and students. The Committee is interested in gaining an understanding of how CUNY early colleges are working to increase the number of BIPOC students to better reflect the diversity of the City, and how these schools engage their students to address issues of diversity and systemic racism. Lastly, the Committee is interested in learning how admissions policies may have, or have been, impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
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