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ATTACHMENT A

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION -- 

REVISIONS TO THE NEW YORK CITY NOISE CODE 

TITLE:
A LOCAL LAW to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the noise control code and the repeal of subchapters 4, 5, and 6 of chapter 2 of title 24 of such code.

As itemized below, the proposed legislation would amend numerous sections, and create new sections, of chapter two of title twenty-four of the administrative code of the city of New York.  Chapter two is referred to as the New York City Noise Control Code.

Below is a summary of the revisions including a comparison of the revised provisions to the current Noise Code and other relevant existing laws and regulations (based on version dated December 20, 2005).  Within each section, the environmental review consideration is defined as appropriate for each of the proposed provisions.

SUBCHAPTER 1: POLICY DEFINITIONS AND SUBCHAPTER 2: GENERAL PROVISIONS
These subchapters, containing definitions and general provisions, are retained although several provisions within those subchapters are modified including declaration of policy; general definitions (clarifies the definition of ambient sound and creates definitions for such terms as: ambient sound, extraneous sound; impulsive sound; personal audio devices; total sound level, receiving property and “plainly audible” sound); general powers of the commissioner; studies by commissioner; testing by commissioner; inspection; exemption; and measurements. 

The effects of the proposed definition changes are discussed below (see Subchapters 3-6) within the context of the provision in which the term is used. The other changes made in Subchapters 1 and 2 would not result in exceedances of impact thresholds as defined in the CEQR Technical Manual and are therefore not evaluated in this environmental review. 

SUBCHAPTER 3: PROHIBITED NOISE; GENERAL PROHIBITIONS

24-218 General Prohibitions. 
This section is amended to prohibit “unreasonable noise”, defined to include sound that, at night, causes an increase of 7 dB(A) within a receiving property or at a distance of 15 feet from the source on a public right-of-way; or, sound that, during the day, causes an increase of 10 dB(A) within a property line or at 15 feet from the source on a public right of way. Non-construction related impulsive sound shall be regulated when it exceeds 15 dB(A) above the ambient. 

New regulatory requirements would be imposed by this provision. Under the proposed revisions, “unreasonable noise” would be defined based on certain sound levels, as compared to the current Noise Code, which does not specify specific sound levels.  For enforcement purposes under the current Noise Code, the threshold used to determine “unreasonable noise” is 10 dB(A).  Therefore during daytime, there would be no substantive change over current practice.  However, this provision would set a more stringent standard for nighttime noise and a new standard for impulsive noise. 

Specific to refuse collection facilities, if the commissioner finds that sound from any refuse collection facility regulated by the department of sanitation exceeds the limits set forth in this section the commissioner would order the operator of such facility to submit a certification by a professional engineer as to whether or not that the facility is in compliance with the noise standards required by the department of sanitation rules and if not in compliance, the mitigation measures that would be undertaken to bring such facility into compliance.  A facility that complies with an order issued pursuant to this section and any required mitigation measures would be deemed to be in compliance with the decibel limits of this section.  With respect to any refuse collection facility owned or operated by the department of sanitation, such facility would be deemed to be in compliance with the decibel limits of this section if it is in compliance with a best management practices plan developed in conjunction with the department.

Most noise sources are specifically regulated elsewhere in other provisions of the Code including stationary sources (such as circulation devices and mechanical equipment), mobile sources (such as trucks, vehicles, and lawn care devices) and construction related noise.  Therefore, this provision would be used to regulate other noise sources that are likely to be either temporary in nature or considered to be a public nuisance.  It is expected that in most instances, to comply with these provisions, the volume of the noise source would need to be lowered or terminated.  

SUBCHAPTER 4: CONSTRUCTION NOISE MANAGEMENT

Sections 24-219 through 24-224 regulate the noise from construction activity.  Those sections together comprise Subchapter 4 of the Noise Control Code. The discussion below first addresses those provisions related to Construction Noise Mitigation Rules and Plans followed by provisions related to After Hours and Weekend Construction. 

CONSTRUCTION NOISE MITIGATION RULES AND PLANS

24-219 Construction Noise Mitigation Rules.   This new section requires the commissioner to adopt rules that identify noise mitigation strategies for certain construction devices and activities listed within this section.  It also would establish an advisory committee which would include, but not be limited to, representatives of utilities and the construction industry, persons with acoustical expertise and/or expertise regarding the health effects of noise, representative of the city council, and staff from other city agencies which would assist DEP in developing rules under this subchapter and be consulted if there are revisions to these rules.  
24-220 Construction Noise Mitigation Plan. This new section creates a requirement that any person, corporation or business performing construction within the city shall adopt a noise mitigation plan prior to the commencement of construction at the site, or, if for emergency work, within three days thereafter.  This noise mitigation plan must conform to the requirements of the construction noise mitigation rules adopted by DEP.   Other construction noise mitigation plan requirements include retaining the plan at the construction site, requiring each permit holder or other person in charge of such construction site to be accountable for compliance with such rules, and to ensure that each person performing construction work at the site will be aware of the plan and be responsible for complying with those provisions that affect his or her work.  As provided for in the new Section 24-224, persons undertaking construction activity in compliance with the construction noise mitigation rules are deemed to be in compliance with the decibel limits for specific devices specified elsewhere in the Noise Code.
24-221 Alternative Construction Noise Mitigation Plan.
This new section authorizes the commissioner, based upon certain findings, to approve a construction noise mitigation plan that deviates from strict compliance with the construction noise mitigation rules.  This section also provides that construction work begun before DEP’s rules are effective may submit alternative plans to comply with the new noise code requirements.
24-224 Violation of Construction Noise Mitigation requirements. This new section makes it unlawful to perform work at any construction site that is not in compliance with a construction noise mitigation plan created pursuant to the construction noise mitigation rules.  This section provides that construction work carried out in compliance with the construction noise mitigation plan and rules shall be deemed to be in compliance with all decibel limits created in the Noise Code. 
Provisions 24-219, 220, 221, and 224 require that the Commissioner of DEP adopt noise mitigation rules for construction equipment and machinery and that a noise mitigation plan be put in place prior to commencement of construction that meets the noise mitigation rules. The noise mitigation rules have not been drafted and required mitigation measures have not been determined.  Therefore, these provisions are not reviewed in this environmental review; the proposed rules will be the subject of a future environmental review. 

AFTER HOURS AND WEEKEND CONSTRUCTION

24-222 After Hours and Weekend Limits on Construction Work. This new section replaces existing provisions of the Noise Code regulating the hours during which construction is permissible.  This section provides that, generally, construction work is only permitted between 7 a.m. and 6 p.m. on weekdays. This section creates an exception for alterations or repairs of an existing one or two family dwelling, convent or rectory, provided the construction takes place between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. (on either Saturday or Sunday) and the dwelling is located more than 300 feet from a house of worship.
24-223 After Hours work authorization. This new section replaces existing provisions of the Noise Code that authorized construction work on weeknights and weekends, under certain conditions. The current Noise Code allows a 3-day renewable authorization for work on weeknights and weekends only in the case of urgent necessity in the interest of public safety. This new section authorizes agencies issuing permits for construction work to allow work before 7 a.m. or after 6 p.m. on weekdays, and/or Saturdays, and/or Sundays, provided that a permittee has a noise mitigation plan that conforms to the applicable rules.  Where a person or other entity permitted to perform after hours construction causes the sound in a residence to rise 8 dB(A) above the ambient, this section authorizes DEP to require the permittee to implement additional noise mitigation. 

This section also creates general limits on the authority of agencies that issue after-hours and/or weekend construction permits.  (The two agencies that issue the vast majority of construction permits in New York City are the New York City Departments of Transportation and Buildings).  This section authorizes night and weekend construction only under the following circumstances:  (1) in the case of emergencies involving a threat to public safety or the imminent interruption of service required by law, contract or franchise, permitting agencies may issue renewable authorizations for after hours construction inside or outside the property line for up to 90 days; (2) where construction cannot reasonably or practicably be performed on weekdays because of traffic and/or worker or public safety concerns, permitting agencies may issue renewable authorizations for after hours  construction inside or outside a property line for nights and weekends for up to 90 days; (3)  for construction work by or on behalf of city agencies where expeditious completion of the work is in the public interest, or where the work is under consent order or  judicially mandated; (4) for construction work that meet a prescribed list, to be promulgated by the commissioner by rule, of activities with minimal noise impacts and specific noise mitigation measures applicable to such activities; and, (5) after hours work may be authorized if the commissioner certifies that the permit holder has substantiated a claim of undue hardship resulting from unique site characteristics, unforeseen conditions, scheduling commitments, and/or financial considerations outside the control of the permit holder providing the applicant certifies that he has obtained an approved alternative noise mitigation plan in accordance with section 24-221 plus additional mitigation measures, above and beyond those measures otherwise required.

SUBCHAPTER 5:  PROHIBITED NOISE - SPECIFIC NOISE SOURCES - SOUND LEVEL STANDARDS 

24-225 Refuse Collection Vehicles. This new section replaces the existing Noise Code standard for refuse compacting collection vehicles that are equipped with a compacter with a new standard:  80 dB(A) at thirty-five feet or more from the compacting device prior to compaction, which is based on a standard that EPA analyzed and suggested, and that DEP utilized as a benchmark in order to conduct it’s research and field readings to determine if it is a feasible standard since the current standard (which requires 70 dB(A) at ten feet or more from the compacting device when running through the compacting cycle)  proved to be unenforceable in a court of law. The proposed standard is considered more representative of the total/average since noise levels emitted during the compacting cycle varies greatly within a fleet of vehicles. Although the proposed standard is less stringent than what currently exists (which was deemed not readily achievable by the industry), it has been determined that the proposed standard is more practical and achievable with available technology. Since newer vehicles are well within compliance with the proposed standard, it would be reasonable and feasible for city and private fleets to comply more easily with this section. As the older vehicles are replaced, there would be a reduction in noise from the fleet of refuse compacting vehicles.  This section also sets standards for nighttime operation of refuse collection vehicle within 50 feet of a legal residence.  It would be unlawful if the aggregate sound, not including impulsive sound, generated by the collection and compacting activities exceeds 85 dB(A) at 35 feet between 11pm and 7am; and after July 1, 2012, not to exceed 80 dB(A).  Lastly, this section would not apply during an emergency such as a storm or other event that causes delays in refuse collection. 
24-226 Air Compressors. This new section updates, amends and clarifies existing Noise Code standards applicable to air compressors.
No new regulatory requirements would be imposed by these modifications.  Therefore, this provision is not assessed in the environmental review. 

24-227 Circulation Devices.
 This new section amends an existing Noise Code provision that provides a standard of 45 dB(A), applicable to a single circulation device.  The most commonly regulated device in this category is air conditioning equipment.  This section creates a new standard of 42 dB(A) when measured inside a receiving property dwelling unit that applies to circulation devices.  In addition, when a new circulation device is installed on any building lot or an existing device on any building lot is replaced, the cumulative sound from all circulation devices on such building lot owned or controlled by the owner or person in control of the new device being installed or the existing device being replaced shall not exceed 45 dB(A).  However, any replacement of existing devices for the first two years following the effective date of this section would be exempted from this cumulative sound standard.  Finally, this section also creates an aggregate or cumulative standard of 50 dB(A), that is applicable to multiple circulative devices installed prior to the effective date of the section.   Where circulation devices owned or controlled by the same person on a single building lot, prior to the effective date of the section, exceed 50 dB(A), the person operating the devices must reduce the sound level by 5 dB(A) within twelve months of issuance of an order from the commissioner. 
24-228 Construction Exhausts and Other Devices and 24-228.1 Exhausts. These revised sections replace two existing Noise Code provisions that prohibit “unreasonable noise” from construction devices generally and from the exhaust system of devices such as diesel engines.  This section re-establishes a prohibition on “unreasonable noise” from these two categories of sources, but defines “unreasonable noise”, for the purposes of this section, in the following way:   (1) sound, other than impulsive sound, that exceeds 85 dB(A) as measured at 50 feet from the sources; or, (2) impulsive sound that is 15 dB(A) or more above the ambient as measured within the receiving property or 15 feet or more on a public right of way.  This section provides that impulsive sound shall be measured with a meter set to fast response. 
New regulatory requirements would be imposed by this provision for new and existing construction devices generally and from the exhaust system of devices such as diesel engines. The current Noise Code does not establish sound levels for construction devices and exhausts. 

24-229 Containers and Construction Material. This new section replaces an existing Noise Code provision that prohibits “unreasonable noise” from handling or transporting containers and construction material.  This section re-establishes a prohibition on “unreasonable noise” from these sources but defines “unreasonable noise” in the following way:  (1) non-impulsive sound that exceeds 10 dB(A) at any point within a receiving property or at a distance of 15 feet or more from the source on a  public right-of-way; or, (2) impulsive sound, measured at 15 dB(A) or more at any point within a receiving property or at a distance of 15 feet or more from the source on a  public right-of-way.  This section shall not apply to operation of refuse collection vehicles regulated pursuant to section 24-225.
New regulatory requirements would be imposed by this provision. Under the proposed revisions, “unreasonable noise” would be defined based on a certain sound level. For enforcement purposes under the current Noise Code, the threshold used to determine “unreasonable noise” is 10 dB(A) above the ambient noise level .  Therefore during daytime, there would be no substantive change over current practice.  

24-230 Paving Breakers. This new section re-establishes the existing Noise Code standard applicable to paving breakers. 

No new regulatory requirements would be imposed for this noise source. Therefore, this provision is not assessed in the environmental review. 

24-231 Commercial Music.
This new section replaces existing Noise Code provisions applicable to music emanating from commercial establishments.  This section prohibits music from commercial establishments from exceeding any of the following limits as measured inside any receiving property dwelling unit: 
· 42 dB(A);  
· 45 dB in any one-third octave band; and,
· an increase of 6 dB(C) above the ambient as measured in the “C” scale provided that the ambient sound level is in excess of 62 dB(C), to capture bass music which has a more pervasive impact.
Furthermore, it would be considered an affirmative defense for the commercial establishment if the receiving property dwelling unit was not lawfully occupied at the time of the violation.  This section also creates a zero civil penalty for a first violation if liability is admitted and the respondent certifies to the commissioner’s satisfaction that the establishment has been brought into compliance within 30 days. Additionally due to undue hardship there is an opportunity to apply for a no more than 30-day extension for the compliance “grace period.”  Furthermore, the exclusion of elevated sound from an entranceway for a 20-second duration is included in this provision based on the fact that an ingress/egress is an expected and necessary component of this type of establishment.
New regulatory requirements would be imposed by the requirement that commercial establishments not exceed 42 dB(A) as measured in a residence (first bullet listed above). The current Noise Code prohibits music establishments from causing sound levels in excess of 45 dB(A).  However, it is anticipated that facilities would bring their noise levels down from 45 dB(A) to 42 dB(A) by lowering the volume and that no capital investment would be required other than a sound meter to be used to monitor sound levels.  Furthermore, no new regulatory requirements would be imposed by the requirement that commercial establishments not exceed 45 dB in any one-third octave band as measured in a residence (#2 above), as this is already required in the current Noise Code.  It is also expected that facilities meeting the 42 dB(A) and 45 dB in any one-third octave band as measured in a residence will also meet the remaining new requirement of the section that limits any increase to no more than 6 dB(C) above the ambient as measured in the “C” scale. 

Lastly, the commissioner may grant a variance from strict application of the limits set forth above for a commercial establishment or enterprise that was in operation at the same site prior to the date of enactment of the proposed amendments if he/she found that there were practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship in the application of such provisions in the specific case, provided that as a condition to the grant of any such variance, sufficient evidence or data was submitted by the commercial establishment that there were physical conditions or zoning district conditions, including irregularity in lot size characteristics and zoning changes, and that as a result of such physical or zoning district conditions, practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship would arise in complying with such provisions.  Application for waiver would be submitted in such form and manner as set by rules of the department and would require detail measures which the applicant proposes to minimize sound from the site.  A variance granted pursuant to this subdivision would not be transferable but expire upon a change in ownership, size or location of the commercial establishment or enterprise in accordance with the rules of the department.  The rule governing these variances has not been drafted, therefore, this provision has not been considered in full within this environmental review.  However, in general, as that any variance granted would only be applicable to those establishments that were in operation at the same site prior to the date of enactment plus they would be require to implement measures to minimize sound from the site as a condition of the variance, it is not expected that measurable environmental consequences would result.  In any case, the proposed rule will be the subject of a future environmental review.

24-232 Decibel Levels-Octave Band Measurement.   This new section creates decibel limits for sounds emanating from machinery and mechanical equipment from commercial or business establishments.  This section would not be applicable to music, construction devices or activities, or to any utility structure in existence prior to the year 2004.  Furthermore, it would not include any facility owned or operated by a government entity or a refuse disposal facility regulated by the department of sanitation.  Although these limits are being established in the Noise Code for the first time, they exist now in the New York City Building Code section 27-770. There are separate limits depending on whether the sound is measured in residential or commercial property.  
No new regulatory requirements would be imposed by these modifications. The requirements of this provision are currently included the New York City Building Code. Therefore, this provision is not assessed in the environmental review.

SUBCHAPTER 6: SPECIFIC NOISE SOURCES, “PLAINLY AUDIBLE” AND OTHER STANDARDS

24-233 Personal Audio Devices.
This section prohibits the operation of personal audio devices so as to create “unreasonable noise”, defined for the purposes of this section to include but not be limited to:  operating a personal audio device in a public right-of-way that is “plainly audible” at a distance of 25 feet; and, operating a personal audio device from a motor vehicle that is “plainly audible” at a distance of 25 feet.  
New regulatory requirements would be imposed by these modifications. While the current Noise Code prohibits “unreasonable noise” from personal audio devices, the revised provision would define “unreasonable noise”. It is anticipated that individuals would comply with this section by lowering volumes on the devices and/or using headphones. 

24-234 Sound Reproduction Device on Rapid Transit.
This section prohibits the operation of sound reproduction devices on rapid transit railroads, omnibuses and ferries, other than personal audio devices with earphones that are not “plainly audible” at a distance of five feet or more. 

New regulatory requirements under the Code would be imposed by these modifications. While the current Noise Code prohibits “unreasonable noise” from sound reproduction devices, the revised provision would set a “plainly audible” standard at 5 feet and requires the use of headphones. It is anticipated that individuals would comply with this section by lowering volumes on the devices and using headphones.  Also, according to the MTA’s NYCRR Title 21.Chapter XXI - METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY SUBCHAPTER D - RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE CONDUCT AND SAFETY OF THE PUBLIC - Part 1050, section 1050.7 specifically refers to the “..use of radios and other devices listened to solely by head-phones or earphones and inaudible to others is permitted..” and “no activity may be permitted which creates excessive noise or which emits noise that interferes with transit operations.” Furthermore, the rule goes on to prohibit a noise level “…measured at five (5) feet from the source of the sound..” and “in no event will the use of amplification devices of any kind, electronic or otherwise, be permitted on subway platforms.” Therefore, the proposed revision to the Noise Code aims to be consistent with MTA’s rules.   

24-235 Animals. This section prohibits persons from permitting animals to cause unreasonable noise including but not limited to sound that is “plainly audible” in a residence for more than 10 minutes from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.; or, for more than 5 minutes from 10 p.m. to 7 a.m.   
New regulatory requirements would be imposed by these modifications. While the current Noise Code prohibits “unreasonable noise” from animals, the revised provision would set a “plainly audible” standard during certain time periods. 

24-236 Motor Vehicles. This section creates the following prohibitions on sound from the muffler or exhaust of motor vehicles  (defined as “any device which is propelled by an engine in or upon which a person or material may be transported on the ground in which is intended to be operated upon a public highway”) operating on a public right-of-way where the speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less: (1) “plainly audible” at a distance of 150 feet or more from cars of a max gross vehicle weight less than 10,000 lbs or less; (2) “plainly audible” at a distance of 200 feet or more from trucks of a max gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000 lbs.; (3) “plainly audible” at a distance of 200 feet from motorcycles.  This section also prohibits the use of compression braking systems where the speed limit is 35 MPH except in the case of an emergency.  
This new section replaces the previous Section-24-232 (Motor Vehicles), which currently regulates total sound levels from vehicles (ranging from 70 to 92 dB(A))  based on weight rating and speed. Instead, as discussed above, the proposed provisions regulate total sound levels specifically emanating from mufflers and exhausts is regulated based on a “plainly audible” standard.  It is expected that trucks with functioning exhaust systems and non-stock mufflers (typical equipment on trucks) would meet the requirements of this provision. Furthermore, the new section references the pre-emptive and typically more stringent VTL 386 that creates decibel standards for total sound emanating from vehicles. 

24-237 Sound Signal Devices. This section re-establishes three existing Noise Code prohibitions: motor vehicle horns may not be used except in the case of imminent danger; steam whistles may not be used except in imminent danger or as a signal to start or stop work; air horns may not be used except in emergency vehicles. 
Additionally, a proposed revision to this section sets new regulatory requirements on sound signal devices attached to vehicles. Under the proposed provisions, electrically operated or electronic sound devices would be prohibited on motor vehicles, wagons or carts used to vend food or other items while stopped, standing or parked 

24-238 Audible burglar alarms and audible status indicator. This section re-establishes existing Noise Code prohibitions pertaining to the use of car alarms and audible status indicators.   
No new regulatory requirements would be imposed by the proposed provisions except that a burglar alarm on a motor vehicle shall not be capable of being activated through the use of an individual remote activation device that is further than 15 feet away from such vehicle. Therefore, this provision is not assessed in the environmental review. 

24-239 Disconnection of audible burglar alarm or audible status indicator. This section re-establishes existing Noise Code provisions authorizing members of the New York City Police Department to disconnect audible burglar alarms or audible status indicators.  This section also re-establishes an existing requirement that owners of vehicles with audible burglar alarms or audible status indicators post on the vehicle windshield the name and phone number of the owner’s police precinct.
No new regulatory requirements would be imposed by the modifications. Therefore, this provision is not assessed in the environmental review. 

24-240 Removal of Vehicle With Audible Burglar Alarm or Audible Status Indicator.  This section was parsed out the multiple previous provisions on sound signal devices in order to make enforcement easier (by giving enforcement agents a second option when disconnection is impossible) because car alarms are an ever pervasive problem citywide. As in the existing Code, the cost of towing and storing the vehicle would be incurred by the owner and owners are also allowed a hearing by the environmental control board.

No new regulatory requirements would be imposed by the modifications. Therefore, this provision is not assessed in the environmental review.

24-241 Emergency signal devices.
This section restricts the use of emergency signal devices to authorized emergency vehicles in the act of responding to an emergency (i.e., police department, fire department, or authorized emergency vehicles responding to medical emergencies).  This section prohibits the operation of emergency signal devices if they create sound in excess of 90 dB(A) when measured at a distance of fifty feet from the center of the forward face of such vehicle.  Within one year of the effective date of this section, and on a biennial basis after that, emergency signal devices must be tested and certified to meet the requirements of this section.  Where compliance with this section would create undue hardship, the owners or operators of emergency signal devices may submit a plan to the commissioner of environmental protection that commits to achieving compliance within two years of the effective date of this section. This section shall not apply to authorized emergency vehicles of the police department, fire department or authorized emergency vehicles responding to medical emergencies.
New regulatory requirements would be imposed by the modifications. The revisions would newly require biennial testing and certification. 

24-242 Lawn Care Devices.
This section re-establishes existing Noise Code prohibitions on the time of day during which lawn care devices may be operated.   This section adds to the existing prohibition a decibel limitation of 75dB(A), measured at any point within a receiving property.  This section further adds to the existing Noise Code provisions a prohibition on the operation of any leaf blower not equipped with a functioning muffler.
New regulatory requirements would be imposed by these modifications. For lawn care devices, the revisions would include a change to the hours of allowable operation on weekends and holidays to start later in the morning, a numeric noise limit of 75 dB(A) to define “unreasonable noise”, the prohibition on use of a leaf blower on a public sidewalk or street, and the requirement of mufflers for leaf blowers. Mufflers are standard equipment on leaf blowers. To meet the 75 dB(A) requirement, it is anticipated that certain equipment such as leaf blowers, would need to be operated on a low setting, while mufflers would be required to be installed on other equipment. 

24-243 Snow blowers. This section provides that the provisions of the Noise Code are not applicable to the operation of a snow blower as to comply with §16-123 of the administrative code.
No new regulatory requirements would be imposed by the modifications. Therefore, this provision is not assessed in the environmental review. 
24-244 Sound Reproduction Devices. This section re-establishes an existing Noise Code prohibition on using a sound reproduction device to create “unreasonable noise”, except as provided in section 108 of Title 10 of the Administrative Code.  This section also re-establishes existing Noise Code prohibitions on the use of sound reproduction devices for commercial or business advertising purposes under a variety of situations.
No new regulatory requirements would be imposed by the modifications. Therefore, this provision is not assessed in the environmental review. 
SUBCHAPTER 8, ENFORCEMENT  

Civil Penalties. The penalty table has been amended to account for the new sections established in the Code. Where the existing sections have been updated, clarified or moved to a new Subchapter, the penalties have remained largely the same except for the increase in sound signal devices penalties.  Where new sections have been added to the Code, new penalties are established for violations of that section.  Penalty ranges for violations of new sections correspond closely to the penalty ranges for similar violations in the existing Code.   
PROVISIONS DELETED FROM CURRENT NOISE CODE AND NOT DISCUSSED ABOVE

Ambient Noise Quality Zones (ANQZs): The ANQZs were replaced by Section 24-232, Decibel Levels-Octave Band Measurement, and other requirements of the proposed Noise Code that are at least as restrictive and are more enforceable than the ANQZs.

Schools, hospitals, courts.  The current Noise Code provisions prohibiting the creation of “unreasonable noise” through the use of any device on any street adjacent to any school or court while the same is in session, or adjacent to any hospital have been omitted. In their place, the proposed revisions to the noise code set “unreasonable noise” standards throughout the City that are more objective and more stringent than those enforced under the current Noise Code. 

Motor Vehicles-Section 24-232

This section has been deleted because by law the City is required to enforce State standards since it is not permitted to enforce its own, more or less stringent, noise provision regarding vehicle traffic and, therefore, there would be no change in noise level.  The other motor vehicles section (24-236) was changed only to reference the VTL standard as this provision is necessary establishes prohibitions from the muffler or exhaust of motor vehicles. 
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