


































 
My name is Helen P. O’Reilly.  I have lived in Jackson Heights Queens for 

almost my entire life, raised here by my mom and dad, immigrants from Ireland, and 

now living here as an adult with my husband and three children aged 5, 3 and 6 

months.   I love this community so much and I offer this testimony today because 

Queens deserves wonderful parks and, to make that happen, it needs the City to 

invest money in the Department of Parks & Recreation and, specifically, in Park 

Enforcement Patrol (PEP) officers in Jackson Heights Travers Park.      

I spend time almost every weekend in Travers Park located on 34th Avenue 

and 78th Street in Jackson Heights.  Thanks to the advocacy of local Councilmember 

Danny Dromm and many local advocates and supporters both inside and outside of 

government, Travers Park is now a large, green, and wonderful park.   I cannot 

express to you how happy it makes me to see Travers finally get the love and 

investment it deserves.  Thank you for all you have done to make that happen.   But 

Jackson Heights needs more.   As of today, Travers Park is still enjoying the sheen of 

its newness. However, the newness and cleanliness will not remain if the City does 

not invest in maintaining the Park’s condition.  

PEP is great at creating and maintaining beautiful parks.  That is their 

expertise.   They know the rules and know how to be ambassadors to communities 

to enforce those rules.   We need investment in PEP officers and a dedicated PEP 

person on site in Travers Park.  Right now, one looks in vain to see any Park rules 

posted in Travers. And, even if rules were posted, no one is around to educate 

people on what crosses the line and what doesn’t.   We need PEP officers to act as 

liaisons and ambassadors between the Park and the public. The lack of any PEP 



presence means some vendors in and around the park block paths as they compete 

for places to sell.   A number of people now buy Silly String in the park and spray it 

over the equipment and floor.  This Silly String, if never cleaned up, remains on the 

floors and then eventually drains into the sewer clogging it with plastic.  Sadly, I also 

see graffiti already being etched on some park property, with no one on sight to 

notice and help escalate its removal.  Public safety in parks and playgrounds is the 

responsibility of PEP staff and they are exceptionally good at that work.  Jackson 

Heights Travers Park needs and deserves these personnel on site. 

Travers Park is only going to remain beautiful if the City invests in its on-

going maintenance, including by investing in having on-the-ground personnel 

maintaining it and educating people about how to maintain this resource in 

excellent condition.  There should be as much funding as possible for Parks 

Enforcement Patrol and Queens cannot be neglected in this allocation of PEP 

resources and PEP officers.  Travers Park needs and deserves this attention.  And 

the PEP officers deserve our funding and support. They serve a vital function that is 

completely absent from Travers Park in Queens. We need the City to help keep 

Jackson Heights parks beautiful by putting PEP personnel on site every day.  

 

Submitted by: Helen P. O’Reilly 

 



Good afternoon Chairman Koo Council members.  

 

I’m Al Morales I’m with United Athletic Association a non profit advocacy group advocating for recreational 

youth and adult sports programs the end users.  

 

Your Committee did a great job with the questions to PEP officials.  

 

Our current concern is Morningside Park located on 110th Street and Manhattan Ave where I grew up playing 

little league baseball. 

 

Over the past three years our members have placed emergency calls to PEP and the local PD from this Park.  

The level of harassment in this park has increased considerably in these years yo present.  

 

Our main problem with PEP has always been response time and now preventive action.  

PEP need to improve response time and preventative action at parks they receive repeated complaints about 

they should station PEP vehicle in or in close proximity to these problem parks.   

 

PEP is a deterrent and have an important function. Based on all the questions I’ve heard we all agree they need 

additional officers.    

 

I was there when PEP began in 1981. My experience with PEP has generally been a good one once they arrive. 

 

 

Thank you.  

 

 

 

Adolfo Al Morales 

President, YSA 

Chairman,UAA 
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