
























































I’m Cindy McLaughlin, CEO of Envelope - a technology company with a focus on NYC zoning 
and urban planning.  I’m also a member of the multi-stakeholder Coalition for the BQE 
Transformation, and a resident of 360 Furman St, which abuts the BQE at the Joralemon pinch 
point.  I am here today in my personal capacity. 
 
Thank you to the City Council, the chair, and the speaker for asking us here today to listen, 
learn, and offer our thoughts on this important topic.  Thank you to Arup and all the groups 
presenting here today for thinking in a future-forward way about the BQE. 
 
The mayor’s expert panel did great work on its report that recommended traffic mitigation and a 
multi-stakeholder Authority to manage a visionary BQE project in its entirety, not just the 
currently-crumbling Atlantic-Sands stretch. This is an important step.  
 
But because of the extent of this vision, that could take a decade or more to establish, that 
same panel also suggests spending the next 2-5 years, or more, and billions of taxpayer dollars, 
on major repairs to maintain the Atlantic-Sands corridor in place as an above-ground highway, 
meant to last for the next decade or two while we figure out the bigger picture.  This is an 
expensive, disruptive, and unproductive band-aid, to be sure. 
 
The council’s report on the BQE presents a thoughtful analysis of the options that can be 
deployed now to achieve a future-forward solution to the immediately-decaying Atlantic-Sands 
corridor, with the fantastic BIG-Mark Baker plan coming out as the top option based on its great 
outcomes and the most balanced time and cost. 
 
I recognize that this is a long-term vs short-term balancing act, but the Atlantic-Sands corridor 
that’s in crisis today, with terrific future-forward plans on the table today, should be handled 
today as a demonstration of how we can do this right.  Any time and dollars spent there should 
be as an investment in service of a future vision, rather than hardening the highway in place 
against it.  This boldly-revamped section of the BQE can then be held out as a shining example 
of what’s possible for the rest of the BQE and all our urban highways. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 

 

--  

Cindy McLaughlin 

 

Envelope | CEO 

 

 

envelope.city 

 

  



Dear Speaker Johnson and Council Members, 
 

I'm April Somboun and I'm writing to you on behalf of my North Heights Neighbors and 
the 300 residents of the Bridge Harbor Heights Condominiums, located at 55 to 81 
Poplar Street, between Hicks and Henry Streets. 
 

We are particularly impacted by the BQE because our community lies as close as 30 
feet from elevated portions of the highway. The BQE vibrations have impacted our 
historic 19th Century buildings and we are deeply concerned about the structural 
integrity of our homes. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to share our support for the recommendations that 
have been made, given 21st Century transportation and environmental realities, to 
reduce the number of BQE traffic lanes from six to four, to lower speed limits, and to 
limit the size and weight of trucks on the roadway. 
 
We understand the imminent need for repair of the BQE, but one thing we must bring 
to your attention is our experience from the many years our community dealt with the 
Brooklyn Bridge rehabilitation. Since the Bridge is directly across Old Fulton Street from 
our homes, we were in the thick of things, with glaring lights, large idling trucks and 
construction vehicles with their diesel emissions, and significant noise in the overnight 
hours when much of the work was done.  
 
In the spirit of equity and fairness, we strongly believe that staging for the BQE project 
should not use the same area adjacent to the Bridge along Old Fulton Street/Cadman 
Plaza West.  We cannot and should not bear the brunt of the staging again. 
 
Given our experience with the Bridge project, it is essential that there be much better 
communication between residents and the DOT going forward. We ask that someone 
be available on site who possesses authority to make decisions and direct contractors 
when issues with the community arise. Also, we want to ensure that environmental 
conditions, especially air quality, are carefully monitored during the project given the 
location of PS 8 at the intersection of Hicks and Poplar streets, across  from our homes. 
 
Thank you to the BQE Panel and to the Council for your leadership and for giving us 
this opportunity to share our thoughts and concerns. We hope that we can all work 
together to ensure that this is as smooth and easy a process as possible for us and for 
all residents affected by the BQE. 
 
Sincerely, 
April Somboun 
Poplar Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
april.somboun@gmail.com  



Hello, I'd like to submit testimony for the hearing on the BQE: 
 
Thank you for all of the work your council has done to review the condition of the 
BQE.  I'm a resident of 360 Furman St., our building sits at the Joralemon St. pinch 
point less than 30 ft. from the BQE.  As a parent, I see the BQE as a nuisance in our 
neighborhood; it cuts off our building from the Brooklyn Heights community, it 
endangers pedestrians brave enough to cross under it at Furman St., and it pollutes our 
air and our ears.  I would celebrate it being eliminated from the community entirely. 
 
If eliminating it isn't feasible, let me add my voice to others who are in favor of a 
reimagined corridor that buries cars and trucks and knits together the surrounding 
communities with green spaces, bike paths, jogging paths, local business, affordable 
housing, community buildings, schools and playgrounds. 
 
We have an opportunity for Brooklyn to be an example to the world in our reinvention of 
this space.  Let whatever temporary solution we have be a step towards a grander 
vision, not a bulwark for a decaying past. 
 
Thank you, 
Anne Karp 
Resident of 360 Furman St. 

 



The future of the BQE 
 

To the city council: 

 

As a mom of 2 young boys who attend a school right next to the BQE, I am 

extremely concerned for what's to come in the years of repairing the highway, and 

what will ultimately be in it's place. I've been a supporter of A Better Way and 

believe that by working together with the community, New York will get the best 

outcome.  

 

The communities are concerned for our health from an air and noise pollution 

perspective. But also with climate change, we must have a solution that will be 

resilient to the impact. We need a solution that will take us into the next century 

with confidence. Improved connections will help our city thrive with businesses 

and people moving easily. And more green spaces to help reduce pollution and 

stress will keep people healthy physically and emotionally.  

 

I believe we have a real opportunity. Please act swiftly and wisely and think of our 

future generations.  

 

Sincerely, 

Ann Dooley 

 




























