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Good morning.

Thank you, Chair Dromm and Chair Chin, and members of the Finance and Aging
committees, for the opportunity to testify today.

My name is Michael Hyman, and I am the first deputy commissioner of the New
York City Department of Finance.

[ am joined ‘today by Bibi Parmar, our senior director of senior and disabled
programs; Sheila Voyard, our director of outreach; and Carl Laske, chief of the Real
Property and Legal Counsel Unit in our Legal Affairs Division.

With us today are also representatives from the Department for the Aging and the
Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities.

The Department of Finance administers the tax and revenue laws of the City,
including property and business taxes and parking summonses.

We value close to 1.1 million properties worth a combined market value of $1.4
- trillion, and we are responsible for recording deeds and other documents associated
with those properties.

We also administer dozens of exemption and abatement programs that provide
billions of dollars in property tax relief to property owners and renters.

One of the most important and most well-known of these programs is the Rent
Freeze Program, which provides rent relief to low-income seniors and people with
disabilities.

The Rent Freeze Program freezes recipients’ rent and protects them from future

increases. Landlords receive tax credits to cover the difference between their tenants’

frozen rent amount and the amount of rent that Would be permitted by the Rent
-.Guidelines Board. -

The Rent Freeze Program is comprised of two benefits: the Senior Citizen Rent
Increase Exemption, known as SCRIE, which was created in 1970, and the Disability
Rent Increase Exemption, known as DRIE, created in 2005. As housing costs
continue to rise citywide, the SCRIE and DRIE benefits help New Yorkers remain
in their homes.
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Each benefit has specific eligibility requirements. For both SCRIE and DRIE,
recipients must have a combined annual household income of $50,000 or less, and
more than one-third of their monthly income must be spent on rent.

To be eligible for SCRIE, a tenant must be 62 or older. To be eligible for DRIE, the
tenant must be 18 or older and receive one of several disability-related benefits. To
be approved for the Rent Freeze Program, applicants must reside in rent-regulated
apartments. Currently there are 63,018 tenants enrolled in SCRIE and 12,088 tenants
enrolled in DRIE.

Over the past several years, the Department of Finance has worked with the state
legislature to introduce and pass legislation to make critical improvements to the
Rent Freeze Program for current and future recipients:

e We were able to increase the program’s income ceiling to $50,000, from its
prior ceiling of less than $30,000.

e Recipiénts can now return to their previous frozen rent amount if a one-time
income increase, such as a pension payout, causes them to be ineligible for
the benefit for one year.

e We introduced a policy and promulgated rules pfoviding for reasonable
accommodation when a tenant did not file a timely renewal application.

e We have implemented a short-form renewal application available to
participants who have received SCRIE or DRIE for five consecutive benefit
periods.

e And finally, we worked with the state to pass legislation allowing eligible
household members a reasonable amount of time to submit a benefit takeover

application in the event that the head of household dies or leaves the property.

In addition to these changes, the Department of Finance has implemented a number
of improvements to how we administer the Rent Freeze Program.

We have redesigned and simplified the renewal process, resulting in 2 94%lapproval
rate during our most recently completed renewal cycle, in 2018. :
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We have introduced or are in the process of introducing online platforms that allow
new and renewing Rent Freeze Program participants to review their benefits and
upload their documentation electronically, rather than mail a packet of information
or visit a Department of Finance business center:

e The online DOF Landlord Express Access Portal, also known as LEAP,
allows property owners to submit documents necessary for the processing of
Rent Freeze applications.

e This year DOF will be introducing an online Tenant Access Portal, known as
NYC TAP. It will provide a one-stop shop for forms, information, and
resources for the SCRIE and DRIE benefits. The public will be able to renew
as well as submit initial applications for Rent Freeze Program benefits. Our
customers will be able to upload required documentation electronically, rather
than having to mail a packet of information or visit a Department of Finance
business center, and they will also be able to check on their application status.
In addition, a tenant will be able to authorize a family member or another
individual to apply for benefits on his or her behalf. We plan to deploy the
renewal function in the third quarter of calendar year 2020, followed by the
initial application function by the end of the year.

Customers who have further questions about their Rent Freeze benefits are now able
to speak directly with a Department of Finance employee to resolve their issues and
concerns. With the launch of the new DOF customer call center, Rent Freeze calls
that 311 is unable to answer are now routed to us for immediate response.

Additionally, we have cross-trained staff so that more people are capable of
processing applications, thereby reducing wait times. We have also created the
offices of the SCRIE and DRIE ombudspersons to help tenants resolve any issues
when applying for or renewing benefits. '

The most recent updates to the Rent Freeze Program result from the passage of the
Housing Stability and Tenant Protection Act of 2019. This state law includes several
changes that impact the program.

First, the cap on rent increases for major capital improvements, or MClIs, decreased
from 6% to 2%. Allowable rent increases for MClIs are covered by a tax abatement
credit to the landlord. While this change affects the amount of the credit available to
landlords, as the maximum amount they can receive for major capital improvements
has decreased, it does not affect the rent of tenants receiving SCRIE or DRIE.
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- Another change enacted by the Housing Stability and Tenant Protection Act was the
elimination of fuel cost charges from tenants’ rent. In the past, landlords could add
these charges to the rent amount and receive a credit. Again, while this will not affect
Rent Freeze tenants, it will affect the amount of the tax abatement credits recelved
by landlords.

Most significantly for renters enrolled in or eligible for the program, the new law
stipulates that new Rent Freeze applicants who have an existing preferential rent
agreement and meet all program el1g1b111ty criteria can have their rent frozen at their
- preferential rent amount.

In the past, tenants with preferential rent agreements may not have seen the benefit
of applying for the program, as they were already paying below-market rent. With-
the change in law, these tenants will now be able to “lock in” their preferential rent
amounts, which were previously subject to change with the expiration of the lease.

We expect that over the ‘next several years, this will result in more households
participating in the Rent Freeze Program, and we will continue to encourage tenants
with preferential rent agreements to enroll. I w111 discuss our outreach efforts shortly.

The Department of Finance is currently in the precess of promulgating a number of
rules for the Rent Freeze Program. These proposed rules will provide more guldance
to the public about how the program works and who is eligible. -

- The rules would do the following: |

o [istablish the eligibility . requirements for SCRIE and DRIE benefits based on
-the applicant’s status, household income, and who is to be considered a
member of the household

e Sect forth the application process and applicable deadlines for Rent Freeze
applications, as well as who may sign such applications

o Establish the mechanics to determine the effectrve date, as well as the frozen
rent, for approved applications

o Set forth the types of rent increases that are the responsibility of the landlords
and the rent increases to be paid by the tenants

e Define who is a head of household eligible for such benefits, as well as the
succession rights when a head of household permanently leaves an apartment;
and -
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e Set forth the procedures for the transfer of benefits if a SCRIE or DRIE
beneficiary moves from one eligible apartment to another eligible apartment

As part of the rule development and implementation process, we continue to receive
and review feedback from residents and advocates. We held a public hearing on
December 3, 2019, and will be scheduling another hearing after gathering feedback
on the rules at the next meeting of the SCRIE-DRIE Task Force on January 29th.
The task force’s members include senior and disability advocacy groups,
neighborhood organizations, and other stakeholders who share our goal of
improving and increasing participation in the Rent Freeze Program.

Since 2016, enrollment in the Rent Freeze Program, including the Mitchell Lama
SCRIE benefits administered by the Department of Housing Preservation and
Development, has increased from 73,299 to 75,106.

It is important to note the role that attrition plays in these figures. For example, since
2014, we have actually seen a nearly 40% increase in the number of households
receiving Rent Freeze benefits administered by the Department of Finance. At the
same time, however, many households lost their benefits due to moving, death, or
increases to their income. Others failed to renew their benefits, likely for the same
reasons. :

- We do our best to counteract this attrition by enrolling and renewing as many people
in the Rent Freeze Program as we can. One of the ways we do that is with a robust
- and year-round outreach effort to enroll and re-enroll New Yorkers.

Our outreach efforts focus on the communities where the data suggests we are most
likely to find eligible Rent Freeze households. At the council district level, the
largest Rent Freeze Program enrollment is in Councilmember Ydanis Rodriguez’s
council district 10, with approximately 6,200 enrollees, nearly twice as many as any
other district. District 40, represented by Councilmember Mathieu Eugene, and
district 7, represented by Councilmember Mark Levine, each have more than 3,000
Rent Freeze households. Districts with more than 2,000 enrolled households include
districts 1, 3, 6, 14, 25, 29, and 48, which are represented by Chair Chin, Speaker
Johnson, Councilmember Rosenthal, Councilmember Cabrera, Chair Dromm,
Councilmember Koslowitz, and Councilmember Deutsch.

In addition to getting the word out about the SCRIE and DRIE benefits in these and
other communities, DOF’s Outreach team provides a full range of case management
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services. Staff work closely with potential applicants throughout the apphcatlon and
enrollment process.

. Much of this work is done at in-person events. In fiscal year 2019, we hosted or
attended 471 events, an average of 9 per week, nearly all of which were held in
partnership with the Council. We meet with the community in recreation centers,
churches, restaurants, public buildings, and anywhere else we can find space.
Outreach staff even make home visits for custorners who are not able to leave their
homes to attend an event. All Rent Freeze applicants have the right to a reasonable
accommodation, and the agency approved 93 reasonable accommodation requests
from SCRIE and DRIE applicants last year.

We could not cover so much ground, nor serve so many people, without help from
our partners in government and the community. Our partners include our sister
agencies such as DFTA and MOPD, members of the New York City Council, the
community boards, the borough presidents, and the NYC Service Bureau.

We also work very closely with the Mayor’s Public Engagement Unit. We meet
monthly with PEU to discuss enrollment events and activities, and we rely on the
support of the public engagement team—as well as our partners at LiveOn New
York—to help us staff and manage our larger events. Together, we have trained 167
community organizations to assist tenants with applying for Rent Freeze benefits
and providing the necessary documentation. We also work with PEU and our other
partners to knock on doors, make calls, and send mailings to eligible Rent Freeze
households. We are very grateful to the Mayor’s Public Engagement Unit and our
sister agencies for their on-the-ground support.

In closing, I noted earlier that more than 75,000 households cutrently benefit from
the protections afforded by the Rent Freeze Program.

Our goal is to increase that number, and we look forward to continuing to work with
the council to reach the New Yorkers who would benefit from receiving SCRIE and
DRIE.

We thank you for your continued support, and for the opporturuty to testify and
answer any questions that you may have.

Thank you.
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INTRODUCTION

Good morning Chairpersons Chin and Dromm. My name is Rocky Chin and lam a
member of AARP New York’s Executive Council. On behalf of our nearly 750,000
members age 50 and older in New York City, | want to thank you for the opportunity to

testify on the Rent Freeze Program.

That seniors are a growing group that is extremely challenged by rising costs is a well-

know fact.

A report commissioned by AARP with the Center for an Urban Future found the number
of older adults in New York City increased twelve times faster than the city’s under-65
population. And that group is more diverse than ever. Immigrants now account for 50

percent of New York City’s 65-plus population.

Multiple AARP surveys show that affordability is a major concern for older New Yorkers.

Fifty-four percent of respondents to one AARP survey reported housing affordability as a
major concern. That number shot up to 67% among Hispanic respondents. Sixty-two
percent of Boomers and Gen X respondents expressed anxiety over their ability to
afford housing in the future. And 61% of Gen X and Boomer voters said they are
considering leaving New York State to retire somewhere else because of the lack of

affordability.

Last year, AARP New York teamed up with the Asian American Federation, Hispanic
Federation, NAACP and the Urban League to release a report titled: Disrupting racial
and Ethnic Disparities: Solutions for New Yorkers 50+. One of the key findings was the

“cost burdened” status for older African American, Black, Asian American, Pacific




Islanders, Hispanic, and Latinex New Yorkers and their vulnerability to gentrification and

displacement.

As the City's population continues to age, these concerns are likely to grow. We need to
use all of the tools we have to ensure we have appropriate and affordable housing for

older New Yorkers now and in the future.

That’s why we were thrilled when the income eligibility for SCRIE & DRIE was raised to
$50,000, making thousands of more households eligible for the program. Furthermore,
the Housing Stability and Tenant Protections Act of 2019 incentivized many more

individuals to apply for the program.

But according to 2018 report by DOF, the enrollment rate in SCRIE is just over 50%.

Clearly much more needs to be done.

We'd like to express our support for measures that would allow tenants to apply for
SCRIE/DRIE at any point throughout the year, as opposed to awaiting the next lease

renewal. That should help.

However, other proposed measures concern us, including limiting who could act as a
tenant representative in order to assist tenants with the application process and limiting
tenants to only one SCRIE/DRIE application per year. There are many people who can —
and need —to act as tenant representatives and many reasons why a person can be
denied, including mistakenly submitting incomplete applications. We shouldn’t penalize

qualifying SCRIE/DRIE applicants for needing help or making mistakes in the application.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.
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The Legal Aid Society welcomes the opportunity to comment on the New York
City Department of Finance’s (DOF’s) administration of the SCRIE and DRIE programs,
known collectively as the Rent Freeze Program (RFP), and thanks the Aging and Finance

Committees for providing this oversight hearing.

The Legal Aid Society is the oldest and largest not-for-profit public interest law firm in
the United States, working on more than 300,000 individual legal matters annually for Jow-
income New Yorkers with civil, criminal, and juvenile rights problems in addition to law
reform representation that benefits all two million low-income children and adults in New York
City. The Society delivers a full range of comprehensive legal services to low-income families
and individuals in the City. Our Civil Practice has local neighborhood offices in all five
boroughs, along with centralized city-wide law reform, employment law, immigration law,

health law, and homeless rights practices.

For nearly 50 years, the SCRIE program (and, more recently, the DRIE program) has
been a critical lifeline for low-income, vulnerable older New Yorkers in rent-regulated
apartments who want to age in place without fear of displacement due to rising rents. As
discussed below, to our perception the DOF has generally done a good job of administering the

RFP over the past several years, but: there is room for improvement; we worry that RFP
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beneficiaries will continue to lose their benefits due to an inability to renew using even the
streamlined “short form™ application; and we remain gravely concerned about some of the

many rule changes that the agency recently proposed.

1. Areas where we recommend improvement

Since it took over administration from the NYC Department for the Aging several years
ago, the DOF has generally appeared committed to increasing RFP beneficiary enroliment,
ensuring the integrity of its handling of applications, and responding to concerns from the
community. For example, the DOF now offers important forms and documents in several
tanguages (and appears to be working on large-print versions), it began calling SCRIE and
DRIE by the more intuitive name Rent Freeze Program, it introduced a “short form” renewal
application, and it has published a colorful printed guide to the RFP. In addition, we have
found the agency generally to be responsive to our queries about individual cases and willing to

resolve certain client-specific issues without our having to resort to administrative appeal.

However, there are areas in which we recommend improvement, which include: 1) the
way that the DOF identifies and promotes benefit “redeterminations™; and 2) education around

the definition of “household”.

a. The DOF shouid screen for the availability of redeterminations during the
review of every renewal and takeover application and prominently advertise
this aspect of the program.

An RFP beneficiary can request a “redetermination” of their benefit when the
household has experienced a permanent decrease in income of at least 20 percent. Various
events can cause such a permanent income decrease, including the death, move-out, or
retirement of a household member. (A remaining family member of an RFP beneficiary
who has died or moved out of the apartment can apply for a redetermination when they
apply to “take over” the RFP benefit.) A successful redetermination application will result
in a reduction of the amount of the RFP beneficiary’s monthly rent obligation proportionate
to the household income reduction — a virtual life-saver for some tenants.

The right to a redetermination is a critical part of the RFP, because the
redetermination of an RFP beneficiary’s rental obligation can make a profound difference

in the affordability of their home. But even though the DOF itself possesses the
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information necessary to identify an RFP beneficiary who appears eligible for
redetermination, the agency places the onus on beneficiaries and takeover applicants to
request a redetermination; and to do so, beneficiaries must prepare and submit a separate

application.

Of course, for an RFP beneficiary to submit a redetermination application, she must
be aware that this option exists. But the DOF does not publicize the redetermination benefit
atall. For example, although the initial application packet should put new applicants on
notice from the start that a redetermination may be available in the future upon a drop in
income, the five-pp. FAQ section of the initial RFP application contains no mention of
redeterminations whatsoever.! And although the long-form RFP renewal application® does
mention the prospect of a redetermination, this mention appears on the very last page of the
13-page application packet’s FAQ section. And the information provided therein is
misleading: Instead of a question to the effect of: “What if my household income drops and
my rent consequently becomes less affordable?” the FAQ question reads: “What are my
options if I have a permanent loss of income?” (emphasis supplied) This question implies,
incorrectly, that what is relevant is only a drop in the RFP beneficiary’s income, when in
fact a redetermination is available when the total household income has dropped — clearly a

broader potential set of qualifying circumstances.

Incredibly, the short-form renewal application does not mention, let alone explain,

the right to a redetermination at ali®.

Most of the RFP beneficiaries whom we have worked with whose household
incomes have dropped dramatically enough to warrant a redetermination were not aware of
the redetermination option until we brought it to their attention and helped them to apply

for it. Clearly, more substantial education and publicity is needed.

! See copy attached; available at hitps://www1.nyc.gov/assets/rentfreeze/downloads/pdf/scrie/scrie-initjal-
packet.pdf.

2 See copy attached; available at https://www | .nyc.gov/assets/rentfreeze/downloads/pdf/scrie/scrie-universal-
renewal-packet.pdf.

? See copy attached; available at hitps://www1.nyc.gov/assets/rentfreeze/downloads/pdf/scrie/scrie-short-

form-renewal.pdf
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Of course, increased education and publicity around the redetermination option will
remain essential only so long as the DOF persists in demanding that RFP beneficiaries
themselves take affirmative steps to request redetermination of their benefit fol]owing a loss
of income. This state of affairs should not continue: the DOF should screen every renewal
and takeover application for redetermination eligibility. As RFP beneficiaries age, they
may become less able to read and interpret forms and identify benefits, like a
redetermination, to which they may be entitled — and yet the beneficiaries who are entitled
to redeterminations not infrequently are older people who have lost the income of a spouse
who has just died. It is unfair for the DOF to demand that such persons — in the wake of the
potentially devastating loss of their life-partner — spot their own eligibility for a
redetermination, and then obtain, properly fill out, and submit a redetermination
application, especially given how little the DOF promotes beneficiaries’ right to this option.
We hope that the DOF will implement a simple screening procedure for redeterminations.
In the meantime, we urge the DOF to substantially increase education and publicity around

this aspect of the RFP.

In addition, we urge the committees to obtain data from the DOF that will reveal the
extent to which the agency is now processing redetermination applications. We suggest

that the committees pose the following questions to the DOF:

e During each of the past five years, how many redetermination applications

did the agency receive?
» How many of these applications did the agency approve?

» If the DOF rejected some of these applications, what were the most common

reasons for those rejections?

e Of the approved applications, what was the average reduction in the “tenant

to pay” amount that occurred following redetermination?

»  What is the DOF’s rationale for requiring RFP beneficiaries to apply for

redeterminations, when the agency already possesses the information
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necessary to identify applicants and beneficiaries who are entitled to a

redetermination?

b. The DOF should ensure that RFP applicants and beneficiaries understand
the definition of “household member”.

In New York City, where housing is so expensive, especially for disabled and older
adults on fixed incomes, tenants sometimes must resort to renting a room to a roommate, or
a boarder, in order to make their home affordable. But unfortunately RFP beneficiaries

often misunderstand the way that the DOF treats the income of boarders.

When determining a tenant’s financial eligibility for the RFP, the DOF does not
assess the income received by a boarder and instead considers only how much money the
boarder is paying to the tenant for rent. This is because the DOF examines the income only
of members of the “household,” and boarders are by definition not members of the
household. But this definition does not appear prominently, and in the location where 1t

ought to, in the RFP forms.

The DOF’s RI'P application packets do contain the definition of “household”, but
this crucial definition appears nowhere within the application itself. Instead the definition
is buried in the FAQ section of the packets — on p. 9 of the initial application and on p. 10
of the renewal. No less problematic is that the following question appears at the top of the
first page of the initial RFP application: “Was the combined income for everyone living in
your apartment less than $50,000 [last year]?” (emphasis supplied) The correct question, of

course, is whether the combined income of @/l household members exceeded $50,000.

The DO should revise the question about household income on p. 1 of the initial
application, and it should place the definition of “household” right where the person filling
out any RFP application form will certainly see it — that is, where the person is asked to

enter information about household members,

2. Many RFP beneficiaries struggle to renew their benefit, even when they are
entitled to do so by means of the “short form”.

In our Brocklyn Office for the Aging (“BOFTA”), where for over four decades
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we have been working to help older Brooklyn residents age safely in their homes, we
continue to see a steady stream of RFP beneficiaries who struggle to renew their benefit
without hands-on assistance. Five retired lawyers volunteer out of BOFTA, assisting
clients with a variety of legal problems. One volunteer, Chris Evans, a retired British
solicitor, has worked with BOFTA clients for the past six years only on RFP applications,
renewals, and appeals. Mr. Evans has observed that, as RFP beneficiaries age, some pay
less attention, or no attention at all, to their mail, and thus they fail even to attempt to fill
out an RFP renewal form. And of those who do fill out their renewal forms, some do so
incorrectly, placing their signature in the wrong place, for example.

We commend the DOF for having introduced its short-form renewal application
(available for use only after five consecutive prior benefit renewals), which does result in
an easier renewal process for some tenants. But as RFP beneficiaries age and begin to
develop impairments, their ability even to submit this simple form will diminish. Ideally
RFP beneficiaries’ benefit would renew automatically. One way to increase the
incidence of successful renewals would be to give “tenant representatives” — who, as the
DOF knows, often fill out RFP forms — the authority to sign renewal applications on
behalf of the beneficiary. Presently the DOF gives tenant reps no more authority than to
receive copies of notices.*

3. The DOF’s proposed amendments to the RFP rules run counter to the very
purpose of the program and in some instances fail to account for recent
changes in the law.

As we indicated early last month in our comments® regarding the DOF*s proposed

amendments to Chapter 52 of Title 19 of the Rules of the City of New York, we are deeply

4 The RFP forms note that a “power of attorney” may sign on behaif of the applicant. In fact it is the agenr
appointed under a power of attorney document who may sign; the term “power of attorney” denotes not the
person who is the agent, but rather the legal document in which the agent is appointed.

> See copy attached,
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concerned that some of the DOF’s proposals would weaken the protections afforded to

vulnerable RFP beneficiaries.
Some of our many concerns about the proposed rules include:

e Under the proposed rules, the DOF would no longer freeze an initial applicant’s
rent at the rent level in the lease in effect preceding the initial application.

* The DOF should not require that a tenant submit a fease signed by their
landlord, as the proposed rules require.

* Contrary to law, under the proposed rules the DOF would deny SCRIE
beneficiaries the benefit of NYS HCR rent reduction orders

¢ The DOF should not, as the proposed rules would, encourage landiords to
notify the DOF of their “suspicion” of a tenant’s RFP ineligibility without
providing any explanation and supporting documentation underlying the
allegation..

» The proposed rules must take account of the change in the law around
preferential rents, which are now considered permanent.

Should the DOF implement the rules that it has proposed that would weaken the

RFP, the NYC Council should pass legislation overturning them.

e

The DOF generally appears to have taken seriously its obligation to responsibly
administer the RFP, whose worthy purpose 1s to allow disabled and older adults to remain
in their homes without the fear of devastating rent increases. As just discussed, however,
the DOF must work to ensure that all beneficiaries entitled to redeterminations obtain them
and that applicants and beneficiaries fully uniderstand their right to avail themselves of the
RFP while renting a room to a boarder, the agency should consider expanding tenant
representatives’ authority to include the submission of renewal applications, and the agency
should withdraw its several proposed rule amendments that run counter to the very purpose
of this unique and vital program, and which the Council should overturn via legislation if

necessary.
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For further information, please contact Alex Ryley, Director of Elder Law, Civil

Practice, at 718-260-4707.



Department of Finance

SCRIE Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption
2019 PRE-QUALIFYING CHECKLIST

\ YOURREAT

PLEASE COMPLETE BUT DO NOT SUBMIT WITH YOUR APPLICATION

Are you eligible for SCRIE?

Please answer the following questions:

[:’ Are you 62 or older?

D Do you live in a rent-controlled, rent-regulated, or rent-stabilized apartment—and not in private,
NYCHA, or Section 8 housing?

D Is your name on the lease or rent order, or have you been granted succession rights to the apartment?
D Was the combined annual income for everyone living in your apartment less than $50,000 in 20187

I:I Do you spend more than 1/3 of your combined household income on rent?
(See FAQ gquestion 9 for more information.)

@ If you answered YES to all of the questions, you may be eligible for SCRIE
If you live in one of these apartment Section Private
types, you are NOT eligible for SCRIE: 8 Home

What you will find in this packet

Page 2: Application instructions. (Keep this page for your reference)
Pages 3-6:  The SCRIE application. Complete and submit these pages, with all required documentation.

Pages 7-8:  An optional income warksheet to help you calculate the combined annual income
of your household.

Pages 9-13: Some frequently asked questions.

If due to a disability you need an accommaodation in order to apply for and receive a service,
or 1o participate in a program offered by the Department of Finance, please contact the
Disability Service Facllitator at nyc.gov/contactdofeeo or call 311.

NYC DEPARTMENT OF FINANGE | RENT FREEZE PROGRAMS
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Please read but do not submit with your application

Application Instructions

Section 1: Applicant Information

For the primary applicant, print your first and last name, date of birth, Social Security Number and full address. If available,
provide a primary phone number, cell phone number, and email address. Use the check box to indicate if you or anyone in
your housshold applied for SCRIE in the past. :

Section 2: Tenant Representative Information

It is strongly recommended that all applicants provide a tenant representative. You can have copies of your notices
mailed to another person (in addition to you}.
Section 3: Household Members and Income
You must list the total annual income for you (applicant) and all household members for 2018.
Applicant Income Information
- Use the income check boxes to indicate all sources of income. Indicate any other income, if applicable.
— Provide the total income from the income worksheet.
- Provide the total applicable deduction from the income workshest.
~- If you would like to certify that you did not receive any income in 2018, check the box provided and provide proof
such as but not limited to, documentation from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) stating tax returns were not filed
n 2018 or a statement from the Social Security Administration (SSA} stating no receipt of Social Security benefits
for 2018.
Now that you have completed your income information, you will need to complete the income section for each household
member. Do not forget to attach proof of 2018 income for you and all household members.
Household Income Information
- Write the first and last name of the household memibers.
— Provide the date of birth, Social Security Number in the space provided.
- Provide each household member’s relationship to you (applicant), for example, spouse, sibling, parent,
daughter/son, granddaughter/grandson.
- Use the income check boxes to indicate all scurces of income for household members. Indicate any other
income, if applicable.
- Provide the total income from line 16 of the income worksheet on page 8
— Provide the total applicable deduction from line 21 of the income worksheet on page 8
— If you would like to certify that a household member did not receive any income in 2019, check the box provided and
attach proof such as but not limited to, documentation from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) stating tax returns
were not filed in 2018, full time student verification or a statement from Social Secun’:y Administration (SSA) stating
no receipt of SSA benefits for 2018.
Section 4: Apartment Type Information
Indicate the type of qualifying apartment you reside in. Include all required documents for the applicable apartment type.
Section 5: Certification
After reading the certification, sign it, print your name and write the date in the spaces provided.
Final Check and Mailing

Review your application and ensure that all questions are answered. Provide a copy of all proof of income for 2018 for
yourself and all household members. If applicable, provide any additional documentation as requested in Secticn 4.

Mail your application to: You may also submit the application in person:
New York City Department of Finance, SCRIE Unit SCRIE/DRIE Walk-In Center

59 Maiden Lane, 22nd Floor 66 John Street, 3rd Fioor

New York, NY 10038 New York, NY 10038

Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
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Department of Finance

SCRIE Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption
2019 INITIAL APPLICATION

Before you begin:

* Make sure that you, as the primary applicant, sign the last page.

¢ Mail your completed application and all supporting documentation to:
New York City Department of Finance, SCRIE Unit,
59 Maiden Lane, 22nd Floor, New York, NY 10038.

e If you need assistance, call 311 or send us a message at nyc.gov/contactscrie.

1. APPLICANT INFORMATION
NAME (FIRST, LAST)

DATE OF BIRTH {(mm/dd/yyyy) SQCIAL SECURITY NUMBER
STREET ADDRESS APT.
CITY STATE ZIF
PLEASE INDICATE HOW MANY TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL NUMBER
ROOMS DOES YOUR APARTMENT _
HAVE ( ) ( ) -
EMAIL ADDRESS HAVE YOU OR YOUR SPOUSE

APPLIED FOR SCRIE IN THE PAST? D ves [ ] No

2. TENANT REPRESENTATIVE INFORMATION

You can have copies of your notices mailed to ancther person (in addition to you). Please provide the name and address of your
representative by completing the following Tenant Representative Information Section. Note: If you do not provide a complete name and
address, a notice cannot be maited 1o your tenant representative.

NAME (FIRST, LAST) RELATIONSHIP TO APPLICANT
ORGANIZATION TELEPHONE
NUMBER ( ) -
STREET ADDRESS APT.
cIY STATE ZIP
EMAIL ADDRESS

If you need assistance or you are unable to submit the application or documentation because of a disability related concern,
please call 311 and ask for DOF's Disability Service Fagilitator. If you have general questions about the SCRIE/DRIE program
and how to apply, please call 311 or send us a message at nyc.gov/contactscrie or nyc.gov/contacidrie.
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SCRIE 2019 Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption INITIAL APPLICATION

3. HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS AND INCOME

Complete the income section that follows for you (applicant) and each household member. Supporting income documents
must be supplied for all househoid members. See Pre-Qualifying income Worksheet to calculate total income.

If there are more than two additional household members living with you, provide the infermation on a separate sheet and
attach to your application.

Applicant:

NAME (FIRST, LAST)

INCOME SOURCES

D Social Security Administration (SSA, SSDI, SSI) D Veterans Benefiis D Wages
D Pension D IRA/Annuity Earnings D U.S. Postal Service Benefits D Interest
D Capital Gains I:' Public Assistance D Rent paid to you by boarder(s):

D Business Income D Workers’ Compensaticn D Cther:
If you retired in the year 2018, please indicate retirement date:

TOTAL INCOME FROM 2018 TOTAL DEDUCTIONS FOR 2018 D | HAD NC INCOME IN 2018

Household Member #1:

NAME (FIRST, LAST)

DATE OF BIRTH {mm/dd/yyyy) SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER RELATIONSHIP TO THE APPLICANT

INCOME SOURCES

[ Social Security Administration (SSA, SSDI, SSI) [ ] Veterans Benefits [ ] wages

I:' Pension D IRA/Annuity Earnings D U.S. Postal Service Benefits D Interest

D Capital Gains D Public Assistance D Other:

D Business Income I:] Workers’ Compensation

TOTAL INCOME FROM 2018 TOTAL DEDUCTIONS FOR 2018 THIS HOUSEHOLD MEMBER HAD NO
INCOME IN 2018

Household Member #2:

NAME (FIRST, LAST)

DATE OF BIRTH {mm/dd/yyyy) SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER RELATIONSHIP TO THE APPLICANT
INCOME SOURCES

|| Social Security Administration (SSA, SSDI, SSI) [ veterans Benefits || wages
D Pension D IRA/Annuity Earnings D U.S. Postal Service Benefits D Interest
D Capital Gains D Public Assistance D Other:

D Business Income D Workers’ Compensation

TOTAL INCOME FROM 2018 TCOTAL DEDUCTIONS FOR 2018 THIS HOUSEHOLD MEMBER HAD NO
INCOME IN 2018
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SCRIE 2019 Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption INITIAL APPLICATION

4. APARTMENT TYPE (SELECT ONE)

Rent Stabilized
I checked, please submit:

— Current and prior leases signed by both you and your landlord
— Preferential or Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) rider, if applicable

LEASE TERM (CHECK ONE) 1vear  0J 2vears
Is this your first lease for this apartment? D Yes No | don’t know

Rent Controlled

If checked, please submit:

— Current year {and prior year, if applicable} Notice of Increase in Maximum Base Rent and Maximum
Collectible Rent Form RN-26

— Current year (and prior year, if applicable) Owner's Report and Certification, of Fuel Cost Adjustment Form
RA33.10

Rent Regulated Hotel/Single Room Occupancy (SRO)
If checked, please submit:
— Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR) annual apartment registration for current and prior year
— A letter from management or owner indicating current and prior rents

Note: If your rent increased due to a Major Capital Improvement (MC), provide the Division of Housing and Community Renewal
(DHCRY} Approval Order.

5. CERTIFICATION

Please read carefully and sign the below certification. Your application is not complete if you do not sign.

| hereby certify under penalties provided by law that | currently reside at the address shown in this application and that
the informaticon provided is true and complete,

| understand and agree that if | fail to disclose all income from household members, as well as rental payments made
to me from boarders, | may be held responsible to repay the City the full amount of any SCRIE benefits received
improperly plus any interest charges.

| understand that my income is subject to income verification by the Department of Finance.

PRINT NAME OF PRIMARY APPLICANT SIGNATURE OF PRIMARY APPLICANT DATE
PRINT NAME OF POWER OF ATTORNEY/ SIGNATURE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY/ COURT DATE
COURT APPOINTED GUARDIAN APPQINTED GUARDIAN

If a Power of Attornay/Court Appointed Guardian is signing on behaif of the primary applicant, the Power of Attorney or court documentation is required.

The Federa! Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, requires agencies requesting Sccial Security Numbers to inform indivicuals from whom they seek this information as 1o whether compliance with the
request is veluntary or mandatory, why the request is being made and how the information will be used. The disclosure of Sccial Security Numbers for applicants and income-earning occusants is
mandatory and is required by section 11-102.1 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York. Social Security Numbers disclosed on any reports or relums are requested for tax administration
purposes and will be used to faciilate the processing of reports and ie establish and maintain a uniform system for identifying taxpayers who are or may be subject to taxes administered and collected
by the Bepertment of Finance. Social Security Numbers may also be disclosed as part of information contained in the taxpayer's return 1o another department, person, agency or entity as may be
required by law, or if the applicant or incorme-earing occupants give written authorization to the Department of Finance,
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Before you submit your application:

D Did you check over the application to make sure all questions have been answered?

D Did you sign and date the application?
D Did you include proof of your age, such as a copy of your birth certificaie or
government-issued photo identification?

D Did you include proof of rent, as specified in section 4 of the application?

D Did you include proof of income for all household members, including yourself
and any ¢co-ienants, for 20187

To prove your income:

- Submit copies of 2018 federal and state tax returns, and any schedules/attachments, for yourself and
every household member.

OR, submit alternative income verification documents for yourself and every tenant who did not
file a tax return last year. Alternative verification documents include, but are not limited to:

- Social Security benefit statement

- [RA/annuity end-of-year statemenit

— Pension statement

— Signed letter from a boarder confirming rental payments

— Public assistance budget letter

— Disability/workers’ compensation statements

- Student status letter for any non-working students living in the household

— Signed letters from any individuals, including friends and family members, who have loaned you money

If you need assistance or you are unable to submit the application or documentation because
of a disability related concern, please call 311 and ask for DOF’s Disability Service Facilitator.
If you have general questions about the SCRIE/DRIE program and how to apply, please call
311 or send us a message at nyc.gov/contactscrie or nyc.gov/coniactdrie.

Submit your application:

BY MAIL: IN PERSON:

New York City Department of Finance SCRIE/DRIE Walk-In Center

SCRIE Unit 66 John Street, 3rd Floor

59 Maiden Lane, 22nd Floor New York, NY 10038

New York, NY 10038 Monday—Friday, 8:30 a.m.— 4:30 p.m.

NOTE: This application can only be used if submitted between 1/1/2019 and 12/31/2019.

You must send in all supporting documentation or your application cannot be processed.
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Please complete but do not submit with your application.

SCRIE/DRIE Household Income Worksheet
(How to figure your household income)

Please refer to the attached income worksheet. Use this worksheet as a tool to determine your total annual household income for the
prior year. Complete the incorne section for each household memier. If there are more than two additional household members living
with you, provide the information on a separate sheet and attach to your application.

Before you begin, you should:

* Gather all income decuments for 2018 for you and all household members.
* Enter the total amount received in the boxes provided for the corresponding income type on the income worksheet.

SOURCES OF INCOME:

Line 1 - Social Security Benefits (SSA)

Enter the total gross amount of any retirement or survivor's
benefits received by you and all household members from the
Social Security Administration in 2018. Refer fo SSA Form 1089,
IRS Form 1040. DO NOT include reimbursements under
Medicare/Medicaid for medical expenses.

Line 2 - Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI}
Enter Social Security Disability Income (SSDI) received by you

and all household members. Refer to all benefit award letters for
benefits received in 2018.

Line 3 - Supplemental Security Insurance (SSI)
Enter Supplemental Security Income (SSI) received in 2018

received by you and all househcld members. Rsfer to afl benefit
award letters for benefits received in 2018.

Line 4 ~ Veterans Affairs {VA) Disability Pension or
Disability Compensation Benefits

Enter the total gross amount of all benefits for you and ali
household members who received VA benefits from the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. Submit copies of all benefit
letters from the Department of Vieterans Affairs indicating how
much was received in 2018,

Line 5§ - United States Postal Service (USPS) Disability
Pension or Disability Compensation Benefits

Enter the total gross amount of all banefits for vou and all househald
members who received USPS benefits from the U.S. Postal Service.
Submit copies of all benefit letters from the U.S. Postal Service
indicating how much was received in 2018.

Line 6 - Wages/Salaries/Tips

Enter the total amount of wages, salaries, and tips, recelved by vou
and all household mambers in 2018, Refer to W-2 box 1, 1099-
MISC box 7, IRS Form 1040, NYS Form IT-201.

Line 7 — Pension

Enter the total amount of pensicn received by you and all
housshold members in 2018.

Line 8 — Disability/Workers’ Compensation Payments

Enter the total amount of Workers' Compensation received by
you and all household members in 2018. Submit a copy of your
award letter with your application.

Line 9 - Taxable & Non-Taxable Interest

Enter the total amount of all taxable and nen-taxable interest
received by you and all househeld members received in 2018. Refer
o 1099-INT box 1, IRS Form 1040, NYS Form IT-201.

Line 10 ~ Public Assistance Cash Award

Enter the total gross amount of any cash assistance received by
you and all household members in 2018, Submit copies of the
budget letter with your application for all household members
receiving cash assistance. SNAP/food stamps should not be
included in your househcld income.

Line 11 - Business Income

Enter the net business income sources received by you and all
household members in 2018. Refer to IRS Form 1040, NYS
Form IT-201. Do not include a loss. Net business income is
gross receipts minus expenses.

Line 12 - Capital Gains

Enter tha total amount of any capital gains received by you and
all household members in 2018. Refer to IRS Form 1040, NYS
Form T-201. DO NOT include a foss.

Line 13 - IRA Earnings

Enter the total amount of IRA earnings received by you and all
household members in 2018. Attach a copy of your end of year
earnings statement for 2018. DO NOT includie total distribution
amounts. DO NOT include any IRA rollovers or conversions.
Line 14 - Annuities Earnings

Enter the total amount of annuities earnings received by you and
all household members in 2018. Attach a copy of your end of
year earnings statement for 2018. DO NOT includa the total
distribution amounts.

Line 15 - All Other Income

Enter all other income received in 2018. Other income includes
(but is not limited to) rental incoeme, rent from boarders, income
from estates or trusts, alimony, ¢hild support payments,
gambling winnings, taxable and non taxable dividends,
cancellation of debt and monetary support received from
family/friends for rent.

Line 16 — Add lines 1 through 15 and enter the amount.

APPLICABLE DEDUCTIONS

Line 17 - Federal income taxes

(W-2 box 2 and Form 1099-federal income tax withheld box
OR Form 7040)

Line 18 — State income taxes

(W-2 box 17 and Forrn 1099-state tax withheld box
OR Form IT-201)

Line 19 - Local income taxes

(W-2 box 19, OR Form IT-201}

Line 20 - Social Security taxes

(-2 box 4)

Line 21 — Add lines 17 through 20 and enter the amount.

TOTAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Line 22 - Subtract line 21 from line 16 and enter the amount.
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Please complete but do not sulbmit with your application

SCRIE/DRIE Pre-Qualifying Income Worksheet

Sources of Income Received

Social Security Benefits (SSA)

Applicant

Houschold
Member #1

Household
Member #2

TOTALS

! (SSA-1099 box 5, IRS Form 1040) 8 $ $ 8 0.00
s ESUSC.;I ::::;tt)é ;if:r::;iz)lnsurance (SSDI) % $ 4 s 0.00
4 Veterans Affair.s (VA) Disability Pension or Disability Compensation Benefits $ $ $ $ 0.00
(Annual Benefit Statement)
5 United Staigs Postal fSerVice {USPS) Qisability Pension or Disability $ $ 3 $ 0.00
Compensation Benefits (Annual Benefit Statement)
6 Vﬂ\f{ig’e;ﬁa?l‘?r;e;gﬁ;sc box 7, IRS Form 1040, NYS Form IT-201) $ $ 8 $ 0.00
! ;‘%l;s;??nbox 1, total annual pension from pension statement, IRS Form 1040} $ 3 $ $ 0.00
8 z\izaat;ijlbit:/x:?;k;:r;‘; r():ompensation Payments s ¢ $ 3 0.00
o | B 1oz o I
10 (P,E;qunggzjts;:‘;;; Cash Award 3 3 3 $ 0.00
M ?:;il;;ismh;i;ﬂ;e— DO NOT include 2 loss, NYS Form I7-201) $ $ $ $ 0.00
12 f:?ﬁiai? 040, NYS Form IT-201 DO NOT include 2 foss) s $ $ $ 0.00
13 I{Er?dEjfr ;:agrseamfngs statement—DQ NOT Include the amaunt of your distribution) $ $ $ $ 0.00
14 glzugfje:fz‘;:ri;gs statement— DO NOT includs the amount of your distiibution) S $ $ 5 0.00
15 222: 'z-‘lc? :':E(CDO;:J?de for a list of income sources) $ $ 3 $ 0.00
16| INCOME TOTAL (Add lines 1 through 15) | 8 0.00 & 0.00| $ 0.00| & 0.00
Applicable Deductions
7 (Fvids 0% anetForm 1099-fedralincorme (ax wihheid Box OR Form 1040) § $ $ $ 0.00
18 ﬁva-gazi;r;io?;eat:;eﬁorm 1099-state tax withheld box OR Form IT-201) $ $ $ $ 0.00
19 hffg'g;io;g? z‘iform f1-201) s $ $ 5 0.00
20| oo Secy s 5 $ $ s 0.00
21| DEDUCTION TOTAL (Add lines 17 through 20) + |3 0.00( 3 0.00] % 0.00| $ 0.00
22 TOTAL INCOME (line 16 minus line 21) - 8 0.00| $ 0.00| $ 0.00| $ 0,00
What is 1/3 of your monthly income?
Take total amount from line 22: $0.00 and divide (+) that amount by 36 = i 3 0.00 |

Is this amount more than the current rent you are paying?
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Department of Finance
SCRIE Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption
2019 RENT FREEZE APPLICATION

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQS)

Please refer to these FAQs for assistance when completing your SCRIE application.

Please read but do not submit with your application

1. Who is eligible for SCRIE?
To qualify for SCRIE you must be 62 years of age or clder at the time that you apply.
/ Your total household income (income received by you and ALL household members) cannot exceed $50,000.

/ You pay more than one-third of your household monthly income in rent.
(NOTE: 1/3 of your monthly income cannot be more than the current rent that you are paying.)

/ You must five in a rent regulated apartment {Rent Stabilized, Rent Control, or Rent Regulated Hotel).

AND

\/ Your name must be on the lease, Notice of Maximum Base Rent, or Rent Order as the primary applicant.

if your name is not on the lease, Notice of Maximum Base Rent, or Rent Crder, you must provide proof of succession rights.

NQTE: You must send ALL required documents with your application. If you do not send ALL required documents, your
application will be returned to you,

2. What can | do if | miss a deadline related to the SCRIE Program (Rent Freeze Program)?

If you needed more time to submit your application due to a disability or physical or mental impairment, you can request
additional time. It you need help or have questions regarding a disability or requesting additional time, please call 311 and ask
for the Department of Finance's Disability Service Facilitator; contact nyc.gov/contactdofeeo; or visit our office at 86 John
Street, 3rd Floor, New York, N.Y., Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Even if you do not have a disability or physical or mental impairment, you may still qualify because of excepticnal circumstances
during the tirme to file your application. If you were hospitalized for a temporary medical condition, or your apartment was
damaged by fire, ficod, a natural catastrophe, or other exceptional circumstances cccurred, you may submit a statement of
the specific circumstances along with any documentation of your claim with your application. If you have any questions,
please contact 311 or send us a message at nyc.gov/contactscrie.

3. Who is a tenant representative and how can they help me?

A tenant representative or tenant rep is any person you designate to receive a copy of all SCRIE notices sent to you and
can assist you through the application process. Tenant representatives can be family members, friends, neighbors, or
community organizations. Tenant representatives can also be anyone appointed guardianship by a court of law, such as
group home leaders, attorneys, Managers of elder housing, nursing home facilities administrators, social services
administrators, etc.

Having a tenant rep could possibly ease your concerns because he or she wilt receive important information about your
application status and/or benefit. In the event that we cannot contact you, you did not receive a notice or you do not
understand the notice sent 1o you, your tenant rep would be able to assist.

4, For the purpose of the Rent Freeze Program, who is considered a household member?

Household members are considered to be the primary applicant and any person who permanently resides in the apartment.
A bona fide roomer, boarder or subtenant who is not related to the head of household is not considered a household
member. You must list all members of the househald on the application and disclose their income for the prior year (the year
before you fill out your application). If any household members did not have income in the prior year, you must indicate it on
the application and submit proof of no income.
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Please read but do not submit with your application

5, Who is NOT considered a household member?

Bearders who have a renial agreement and pay rent 1o you are not considered heusehold members. Family members are
not considered boarders. NOTE: boarders are not eligible for a benefit takeover. You do not have to list boarders on your
application; however you must disclose the amount of rent that is paid to you by submitting a letter from the boarder
specifying how much money they pay you monthly. DO NOT submit the income that the boarder received.

6. If another household member already has SCRIE or DRIE, can another member apply for SCRIE or DRIE?
NQO. The law does not permit a household to have SCRIE and DRIE at the same time.

7. What if 1 had household members last year but they do not live with me at the time | apply?

If the individual(s) lived in the household the year before you apply but do not currently live with you, there is no need to list
them on your application nor is any information akout thair income required.

8. What happens if the primary benefit recipient passes away or has permanently moved into a nursing home?
If the primary benefit recipient passes away, has permanently moved into a nursing home or has otherwise permanently
vacated the apartment, & household member who meets the eligibility criteria for the Rent Freeze Program, who has
been listed on a previous application, and has been granted successicn rights may qualify for a benefit takeover. A benefit
takeover application should be filed within 6 months of the primary benefit recipient passing away or moving, or 90 days
after the Department of Finance sends a revocation notice, whichever date is later.

i
If you are a remaining household member AND meet all the eligibility recuirements for SCRIE or DRIE, you must submit the
following:

For yourself: A benefit takeover application AND
A lease/rent agreement reflecting you as the tenant of record or co-tenant OR
A letter from vour building management specifying that you have succession rights
to the apartment OR
A court order granting you succession rights to the apartment
For primary benefit recipient: Proof that the primary benefit recipient has passed away by providing a death
certificate. For a primary benefit recipient who has permanently moved out of the
apartment, proof may include a letter from a nursing home, a lease or letter from
your landlord or managing agent, cr federal, state or local government issued 1D
reflecting the new address.

9. How do | calculate my total household income?

Total annual household income equals your annual income plus the annual income of all household members. Total
househeld income must be $50,000 or less after allowable deductions. Allowable deductions are Federal, State Local,
and Social Security taxes. You may calculate this by using vour total 2018 amounts withheld, or by including your total
taxes assessed as recorded on IRS Form 1040; Form IT-201. Note: Self-employed individuals cannct deduct
Medicare payments; your Social Security taxes consist of 81% of your federal self-employment tax.

® + ® @ ® @& O —
How do | determine 1/3 of my income? w *w w*w
Calculate your total annual household

inceme and divide that by 36. applicant annual household members annual annual household
prior year income prior year income prior year income

For example, if your To qualify, your

(See the Income Worksheet to determine annual household then your monthly | current monthly rent

your total annual household income.) income is household income is | must be greater than
$15,000.00 $1,250.00 $416.67
$20,000.00 $1,666.67 $555.56
$25,000.00 $2,083.33 $694.44
$30.000.C0 $2,500.00 $833.33
$35,000.00 $2,916.67 $972.22
$40,000.00 $3,333.33 $1,111.11
$50,000.00 $4,166.67 $1,388.89
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Please read but do not submit with your application

10. How is my frozen rent determined?
We freeze your rent either at your prior rent amount or 1/3 of your monthly income, whichever is greater.

11. If I did not qualify in prior years, can | reapply?
Yes. For example: If you did not qualify based on your 2017 income, and your 2018 income is less, you can reapply in
2019 and submit all required prcof of income for 2018,

12. What if ] am not able to physically sign the application?

A person with an authorized Power of Attorney (POA) or court-appointed guardian may sign documents on behalf of the
primary beneficiary. Please submit the power of attorney or court order along with the application so that SCRIE can keep
the information on file and ensure that copies of all SCRIE correspondence are sent to the POA or guardian.

13. What are applicable deductions?

Federal, State, City, and Social Security taxes are applicable deductions. You may take the larger of your taxes
withheld for 2018 or your total taxes assessed. Note that Medicare payments are not an applicable deduction..

14. What is considered income that 1 must report to determine eligibility?

Below is a list of income sources that the SCRIE program considers. If you and your household members receive any
income from any of these sources, you will have to enter this information on the Income Worksheet provided with the
application and attach required proof of documentation as indicated.

— Social Security (SSA, SSI, S50 — Capital Gains
{(Attach copy of SSA-1098 or printout of SS! benefit {include capital gains statements from
award letter) financial institutions).
— Wages/Salaries/Tips — Rental Income
(Attach W-2's including self-employment) (Received from all properiies)
— Business Income ~ Rent Received from boarder
(Attach Schedule C, S-Corp tax Return with — Rental Assistance (subsidy)
K-1 or Partnership Tax Return) — Money received from family and/or friends for rent
— Taxable & Non-Taxable Interest (Attach letter stating who you receive money from
(Attach all 1099-INT & year-end statements for and how much you receive)
non-taxable interesy) - — Disability/Workers' compensation payments/
— Taxable & Non-Taxable Dividends Unemployment Insurance Benefits
{Attach alf 1099-DIV and year end statements for (Attach award letter)

non-taxalble dividends) — Income from Estates or Trusts

— IRA Earnings _ . ‘ . (Attach the Estate or Trust’s Income Tax Return)
(Attach a copy of rprerest, dividends, or capital gains _ Alimony and/or Child Support Payments
earned). DO NOT include the amount of your distribution. received by you

- Pension, Annuities & Retirement Plans (Attach court order)

(Attach 1099R statements and include taxable & — Gambling/Lottery Winnings (Attach 1099-MISC)
non-taxable pensions,
'? ), . . o ~ Public Assistance and/or Other sources of income
— Vetarans Affairs (VA) Disability Pension or Disability (Attach proof)

Compensation Benefits
(Attach annual benefit statement)
— United States Postal Service {USPS) Disability Pension
or Disability Compensation Benefits
{Attach annual benefit staternent)

- Cancellation of Debt

15. What income is excluded when determining eligibility that you do not have to report?

~ Cash gifts — IRA Rollovers (IRAs rolled over into other retirement
— Inheritance accounts)
— Damages awarded from a persona] injury lawsuit - Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP}

_ Energy assistance payrments benefits also formerly known as the Food Stamp Program

- Income tax refunds
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Please read but do not submit with your application

16. What if you or a household member did not have income for the prior year?

Below is a list of documents that we will accept if you report that you and/or any household member did not have any
incame during the prior calendar year:

v Verification of IRS Non-Filing letter OR
v Fulltime student verification letter OR
v Aletter from the Social Security Administration indicating that you did not receive benefits during 2018

17. What Social Security documents are acceptable as proof of income?

v The best proof is an SSA-1099 Form for the year prior to the one that you are applying. For example: if you are
applying in 2019, you must submit an SSA-1029 Form for 2018.

v If you are receiving $SI benefits, please provide a letter from Social Security which provides a summary of your S8l
payments for the prior year.

18. | permanently retired within the prior year and my income is not the same this year. What income
information do | need to submit?

You must submit your total income for the prior year including your wages, retirement income, and a letter from your
former employer indicating your date of retirement. We will project your retirement income over 12 months.

19. Is my apartment eligible?

Your apartment must be a Rent Siabilized, Rent Controlled, or Rent Demand/Single Room Occupancy (SRQ).

If you live in a Mitchell-Lama, Limited Dividend, Redevelopment, Housing Development Fund Company (HDFC)
Cooperative, Section 213 Cooperative, the SCRIE program is administered by the Department of Housing Preservation
and Development (HPD) at 100 Geld Street, Room 7M, New York, NY 10038. For SCRIE Mitchell-Lama applications and
more information from HPD, call 212-863-8494 or visit nyc.gov/hpd.

20. What apartment types are not eligible?

If your apartment is non rent regulated (fair markat rent), you are not eligible.

If your apartment is a non rent regulated cooperative, you are not eligible.

If your apartment is Mitchell-Lama, you are not eligible to apply for SCRIE through the Depariment of Finance. Please
contact the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD at 100 Geld Street, Room 7M, New York, NY
10038. For SCRIE Mitchell-Lama applications and mare informaticn from HPD, call 212-863-8494 or visit nyc.gov/hpd.,
If you are receiving a Section 8 subsidy, you are not eligible.

If you live ina 1, 2, or 3 family home, you are not eligible.

If you have a subleass, you are not efigible.

If you live in an apartment in a NYCHA developmant, you are not eligitle.

If you live outside of Manhattan, the Bronx, Brocklyn, Queens, or Staten Island, you are not gligible.

21. What documentation must | submit for proof that my apartment is rent regulated?
For Rent Stabilized: You must submit your current lease {the lease that you are in at the iime thai you apply) and
your prior lease (the lease that expired before your current lease began). The leases must be signed by you and your
landlord.
For Rent Controlled Tenants: You must submit your current and orior Notice of Maximum Collectible Rent {Form
RN-26) along with your current and prior Owner's report and certification of fuel cost adjustrment also known as fuel
cost adjustment form (Form RA33.10).

For Tenants In Rent Regulated Hotels, Single Room QOccupancy Unit (SRO): You must submit a rent increase
letter signed by your landlord and a copy of the DHCR Rent History or DHCR apartment registration.

22. | pay a rent amount that is less than the legal rent (this is often referred to as preferential rent}, how is my
frozen rent calculated?

We generally freeze rent at the legal rent amount. However, there are some exceptions in the following scenarios:
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Please read but do not submit with your application

i) if you have a lease that is accompanied by & preferential rent lease rider that explicitly states that the lower rent will
remain for the lifetime of your tenancy, your rent will be frozen at the prior preferential rertt or 1/3 of your monthly
income, whichever is greater.

i) If you live in a Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) unit and you provide a LIHTG rent rider, your rent will be frozen at
your prior LIHTC rent amount or 1/3 of your monthly income, whichever is greater.

23. | have Major Capital Improvement (MCI) charges, will SCRIE pay for this?
YES. If the Major Capital Improvement (MCI) Order was issued within 90 days of your application date, Finance will pick up
the increase.

NOTE: If the Major Capital Improvement (MC{) Order was issued more than 90 days before you submitted your application,
you will be responsible for paying the MCl increase. The MCI will be added to your frozen rent amount.

24. Who can | contact if | have questions regarding my benefit or application process?

If you have access to a computer, you can submit an inquiry on the Department of Finance website by visiting
nyc.gov/contactscrie for questions about SCRIE. You may also call 311 or visit our Walk-In Center at:

86 John Street, 3rd Floor

New York, NY, 10038

Hours of Operation; Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.— 4:30 p.m.

ff you need assistance or you are unable to submit the application or documentation because of a disability related concern,
please call 311 and ask for DOF’s Disability Service Facilitator. If you have general questions about the SCRIE/DRIE program
and how to apply, please call 311 or send us a message at nyc.gov/contactscrie or nyc.gov/contactdrie.

25. Who can | contact if | do not understand a decision that was made regarding my application or henefit?

All Rent Freeze Program applicants who have received an official exemption approval, denial, or revocation notice have the
right to get help resolving concerns with their SCRIE/DRIE application and benefit. The SCRIE/DRIE Ombudsperson can
identify and resolve issues with your application or benefit after you have completed the application process. You may
contact them by visiting the DOF website at nyc.gov/contactscrieombuds for help with SCRIE or
nyc.gov/contactdrieombuds for help with DRIE.

26. How can | obtain forms?

All forms can be downloaded by visiting our website at nyc.gov/rentfreeze. Forms are also available in cur Walk-in
Center. You can also request a form to be mailed to you by calling 311.

27. What can | do if | have any issues regarding my lease or to dispute my legal rent amount?

For lease inguiries, to resolve rent disputes, or to file a complaint because your landlord has not provided a lease, tenants
can contact the Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR). DHCR can be contacted:

In Person: Gertz Plaza, 92-31 Union Hall Street, Jamaica, New York 11433
By Phone: 718-739-6400
By Email: Rentinfo@nyshcr.org
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Department of Finance ]

\ YOUR RET
SCRIE Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption =
2019 RENEWAL INSTRUCTIONS

Please complete but do not submit with your application

Are you eligible for SCRIE Renewal?

Please answer the following questions:

Do you still live at the same address? I:I Yes D No
Is your total 2018 annual household income (received by you and all D Yes D Na
household members) $50,000 or less, after allowable deductions?

Do you pay more than 1/3 of your monthly income in rent? D Yes D No

(applies only if your SCRIE benefit began after July 1, 2015)
If you answered YES to all the above questions, please continue with the renewal application.

Your renewal application must be filed within six months of the benefit expiration. If you require
additional time or need help, see the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) for other options.

If due to a disability you need an accommodation in order to apply for and receive a service, or to

participate in a program offered by the Department of Finance, please contact the Disability Service
Facilitator at nyc.gov/contactdofeeo or call 311.

Your application cannot be processed without the following:

1/ Household income {Section 3) must be completely filed out.
Renewal application must be signed (Section 5)

Proof of 2018 income for ALL household members, including yourself. (See the checklist on page 7
for more information.)

Additional rental documents:

Rent Stabilized Apartment

\/ Renewal lease that has been signed by you and your landiord. In lieu of the lease, you may submit a
Certification of No Renewal Lease form and cther proof of residency such as a current utility bill if your
landlord has failed to provide a lease (for this renewal period). This Certification of No Renewal Lease form is
available on our website at nyc.gov/rentfreeze or you may call 311 to request a copy to be mailed to you.
Note: this Certification of No Renewal Lease form is in addition to your completed Renewal Application form
and can only be used for one renewal cycle. You must make every effort to request and submit the lease.

Rent Controlled Apartment
n/ If available, you must submit a Notice of Maximum Collectible Rent form RN-26 for 2018 and 2019 and an
Owner's Report and Certification of Fuel Cost Adjustment form RA33.10 for 2018 and 2018. If you have not

received these two forms yet, submit your renewal application with your housshold income information for
processing. Submit the additional forms once available.

Rent Demand/Hotel Stabilized/SRO Apartment
\/ Letter from the Managemeni/Owner indicating your prior and new rent amounts.
Note: If your rent increased due to a Major Capital Improvement (MCI), provide the Division of Housing and

Community Renewal (DHCR} Approval Order. If your rent increased due to any other reason, please attach a
copy of the agreement between you and your landlord.

NYC DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE | RENT FREEZE PROGRAMS
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Please read but do not submit with your application

How to Complete the SCRIE Renewal Application

Print the date you are completing the application and docket number, Your docket number can be found on any notice sent
to you from SCRIE.

Section 1; Applicant Information

For the applicant, provide the first and last name, date of birth, Social Security Number and full address. If available, provide
a primary phone number, cell phone number, and email address.

Section 2: Tenant Representative
It is strangly recommended that all applicants provide a tenant representative. This person can get copies of all notices sent
to the primary applicant. Use this space to change or add a tenant representative's contact details,

Section 3: Household Income
You must list the total annual income for you {the applicant) and all household members for 2018

Applicant Income completion

- Use the income check boxes 1o indicate all sources of income for each household memiber. Indicate any other
income, if applicable.

— Provide the total income from the income workshest,

- Provide the total applicable deduction from the income worksheet,

- If you would like to certify that you did not receive any income in 2018, check the box provided and attach proof
such as but not limited to, documentation from the Internal Revenue Service (RS} stating tax returng wera not filed
in 2018 or a statement from Social Security Administration (SSA) stating no receipt of SSA benefits for 2018.

Now that you have completed your income information, you will need to complete the income section for each household
membaer. If there are more than two additicnal household members living with you, provide the information on a separate
sheet and attach to your application. Do not forget to attach proof of 2018 income for you and ali household members.

Household Income completion

- Write the first and last name of the household meamber.

- Provide the date of birth, Social Security Number in the space provided.

- Provide each household member's relationship to the primary applicant, for example spouse, parent, daughter/son,
granddaughter/grandson.

- Use the income check boxes to indicaie all sources of income for household member. Indicate any other income,
if applicable.

- Provide the total income from the income worksheet,

- Provide the total applicable deduction from the income worksheet.

- If you would like to certify that a household member did not receive any income in 2618, check the box provided and
attach proof such as but not limited to, documentation from the Internat Revenue Service {IRS) siating tax returns
werg not filed in 2018, full time student verification or a statement from Social Security Administration (S54) stating
no receipt of SSA benefits for 2018.

Section 4: Rent Information

Indicate the type of apartment you live in. Take note of the decuments that are being requested based on your apartment
type and include it with your application.

Section 5: Certification

After reading the certification, sign it, print your name and write the date in the spaces provided.

Final Check and Mailing

Review your application and ensure that all questions are answered. Provide a copy of all preof of income for 2018 for
yourself and all household members. If applicable, provide any additional documentation as requested in Section 4.

Mail your application to: You may also submit the application in person:
New York City Department of Finance, SCRIE Unit SCRIE/DRIE Walk-In Center

59 Maiden Lane, 22nd Floor 66 John Street, 3rd Floor

New York, NY 10038 New York, NY 10038

Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
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Department of Finance

SCRIE Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption f
2019 RENEWAL APPLICATION

Please be sure that the PRIMARY APPLICANT signs the last page of this application.

Mail completed application to:
New York City Department of Finance, SCRIE Unit, 59 Maiden Lane, 22nd Floor, New York, NY 10038

PLEASE PRINT
DATE SCRIE DOCKET NUMBER
1. APPLICANT INFORMATION
NAME (FIRST, LAST)
DATE OF BIRTH (mm/dd/yyyy) SOCIAL SECURITY NUMSER
STREET ADDRESS APT.
oY STATE zZP
TELEPHONE CELL PHONE
NUMBER  ( ) NUMBER ) -
EMAIL ADDRESS

2. TENANT REPRESENTATIVE INFORMATION

if you previously provided a Tenant Representative and that information has changed, please provide the updated information. If you
did not have a Tenant Representative and you want copies of your notices sent to another person (in addition to you), please select

a representative and complete the following:

NAME (FIRST, LAST) RELATIONSHIP TO APPLICANT
ORGANIZATION TELEPHONE

NuMBER —
STREET ADDRESS APT.
oIy STATE zP
EMAIL ADDRESS
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SCRIE 2019 Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption RENEWAL APPLICATION

3. HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS AND INCOME

Complete the income section that follows for you (applicant) and each household member. Supporting income documents
must be supplied for all household members. See Household Income Worksheet (pages 8-9) to calculate total income.

If there are more than two additional household members living with you, provide the information on a separate sheet
and attach to your application.

Applicant:

NAME (FIRST, LAST)

INCOME SOURGCES

D Social Security Administration (SSA, SSDI, SSI) D Veterans Benefits D Wages
D Pension D IRA/Annuity Earnings D Workers’” Compensaticn D Interest
D Capital Gains D Public Assistance D Other:

D Business Income D Rent paid to you by boarder(s):

TOTAL INCOME FROM 2018 TOTAL DEQUCTIONS FOR 2018 D 1 HAD NO INCOME IN 2018

Household Member #1:

NAME (FIRST, LAST)

DATE OF BIRTH (mm/dd/yyyy) SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER RELATIONSHIP TO THE APPLICANT
INCOME SOURGES

"] social Security Administration (SSA, SSDI, SS) 1 Veterans Benefits [ ] wages
D Pensicn D IRA/Annuity Earnings D Workers' Compensation |:| interest
D Capital Gains l:’ Public Assistance D Other:

D Business Income

TOTAL INCOME FRCM 2018 TOTAL DEDUCTIONS FOR 2018 THIS HOUSEHOLD MEMBER HAD NO
INCOME IN 2018
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SCRIE 2019 Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption RENEWAL APPLICATION

3. HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS AND INCOME (CONTINUED)

Household Member #2:
NAME (FIRST, LAST)

DATE OF BIRTH (mm/dd/yyyy) SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER RELATIONSHIP TQO THE APPLICANT
INCOME SOURCES

D Social Security Administration (SSA, SSDI, SSl) l:l Veterans Benefits D Wages
D Pension I:l IRA/Annuity Earnings D Workers' Compensation D Interest
D Capital Gains D Public Assistance D Cther:

D Business Income

TCTAL INCOME FROM 2018 TOTAL GEDUCTIONS FCR 2018 THIS HCUSEHCLD MEMBER HA NO
INCOME IN 2018

if you have more than two household members living with you, provide information on a separate sheet.

4. RENT INFORMATION

What is your Apartment type? (please check one)

Apartment Type Required Documents to Submit

l:l Rent Stakilized Please submit your renewal lease signed by you and your landlord that indicates
a one or two year lease term.

|:| Rent Controlled If available, include a copy of the Maximum Collectible Rent form RN-26 and Fuel
Cost Adjustment (FCA) form RA33.10 for 2018 and 2019.

|:| Hotel Siabilized/SRO/  Include a copy of your rental agreement letter from the Management/Owner
Rent Demand indicating your prior and new rent amount.

Note: If your rent increased due to a Major Capital Improvement (MCI), provide the Division of Housing and
Community Renewal (DHCR) Approval Order. If your rent increased due to any other reason, please attach a
copy of the agreement between you and your landlord.
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SCRIE 2019 Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption RENEWAL APPLICATION

5. CERTIFICATION

Please read carefully and sign the below certification. Your application is not complete if you do not sign.

| hereby certify under penalties provided by law that | currently reside at the address shown in this application and that
the information provided is true and complete.

| understand and agree that if | fail to disclose all income from hcusehold members, as well as rental payments made to

me from boarders, | may be held responsible to repay the City the full amount of any SCRIE benefits received
improperly plus any interest charges.

I understand that my income is subject to income verification by the Department of Finance.

PRINT NAME OF PRIMARY APPLICANT SIGNATURE OF PRIMARY APPLICANT DATE
PRINT NAME OF POWER OF ATTORNEY/ SIGNATURE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY/ COURT | DATE
COURT APPOINTED GUARDIAN APPOINTED GUARDIAN

if a Power of Attorney/Court Appointed Guardian is signing on behalf of the primary applicant, the Power of Attorney
or court documentation is required

The Federal Privacy Act of 1874, as amended, requires agencies requesting Social Security Numbers fo inform individuals from whom thay seek this
information as to whether compliance with the request is voluntary or mandatory, why the request is being made and how the information will be used. The
disclosure of Social Security Numbers for applicants and income-earning occupanis is mandatory and is required by section 11-102.1 of the Administrative
Code of the City of New York. Social Security Numbers disclosed on any reparts or returns are reguested for tax administration purposes and will be used to
faciitate the processing of reports and to establish and maintain a uniferm system for identifying taxpayers who are or may be subject to taxes administered
and collected by the Department of Finance. Social Security Numbers may also be disclosed as part of infermation contained in the taxpayer's return to

anather department, person, agency or entity as may be reguired by law, or if the applicant or income-earning occupants give written authorization to the
Department of Finance.

NQTE: This application can only be used if submitted between 1/1/2019 and 12/31/2019,
You must send in all supporting documentation or your application cannot be processed.

If you need assistance or you are unable to submit the application or documentation because of a disability related
concern, please call 311 and ask for DOF's Disability Service Facilitator.

If you have general questions about the SCRIE/DRIE program and how to apply, please call 311 or send us a message
at nyc.gov/contactscrie or nyc.gov/contactdrie.
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SCRIE 2019 Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption RENEWAL APPLICATION

Did you...
l:' Check over the application to make sure all questions have been answered?
D Sign and date the Certification secticn on the prior page?

D Include proof of income for ALL household members including yourself for 20187 Proof of income includes, but not
limited to:

/ Income tax returns

/ Social Security benefit statement

v IRA/Annuity statement, including earnings statement

v Pension statement

v Signed letter from boarder stating rental payments

v’ 1099/W2 statement

v’ Public assistance budget statement

v Student status letter for any non-working students living in your household

v Signed letter from a friend/family stating amount of monetary assistance
D Obtain a copy of your rental documents indicated in section 4 of the application?
D If applicable, include a copy of the DHCR approval order for any Major Capital Improvements {(MCl) or agreement for

any individual apartment improvement?

if you need assistance or you are unable to submit the application or documentation because of a
disability related concern, please call 311 and ask for DOF’s Disability Service Facilitator. If you have
general questions about the SCRIE/DRIE program and how to apply, please call 311 or send us a
message at nyc.gov/contactscrie or nyc.gov/contactdrie.

Submit your application:

BY MAIL: IN PERSON:

New York City Department of Finance SCRIE/DRIE Walk-In Cenier

SCRIE Unit 66 John Street, 3rd Floor

59 Maiden Lane, 22nd Floor New York, NY 10038

New York, NY 10038 Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.— 4:30 p.m.

NOTE: This application can only be used if submitted between 1/1/2019 and 12/31/2019.
You must send in all supporting documentation or your application cannot be processed.
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Please complete but do not submit with your application

SCRIE/DRIE Household Income Worksheet
(How to figure your household income)

Please refer to the attached income warksheet. Use this worksheet as a tool to determine your total annual nousehold income for the
prior year. Complete the income section for each household member. If there are more than two additional household members living
with you, provide the infonmation on a separate sheet and attach to your application.

Before you begin, you should:

» Gather all income docurments for 2018 for you and all househeld members.
* Enter the total amount recelved in the boxes provided for the corresponding income type on the income worksheet.

SOURCES OF INCOME:
Line 1 -~ Social Security Benefits (SSA)
Enter the total gross amount of any retirement or survivor's
benefits received by you and all household members from the
Social Security Administration in 2018. Refar to SSA Form 1098,
IRS Form 1040. DO NOT include reimburssments under
Medlicare/Medicaid for medical expenses.

Line 2 — Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI)
Entar Social Security Disabkility Income (SSDI) received by you

and ali housshold members. Refer to alf benefit award letiers for
benefits received in 2018.

lLine 3 - Supplemental Security Insurance (SSI}
Entar Supplemental Security Incorne (S3I) received in 2018

recelved by you and all household members. Refer to all benefit
award letters for benefils received in 2018.

Line 4 - Veterans Affairs (VA) Disability Pension or
Disability Compensation Benefits

Enter the total gross amount of all benefits for you and all
household members who received VA benefits from the U.S.
Departmeant of Veterans Affairs. Submit copies of all benefit
letters from the Departrent of Veterans Affairs indicating how
rmuch was received in 2018.

Line 5 - United States Postal Service (USPS) Disability
Pension or Disability Compensation Benefits

Enter the total gross amount of all benefits for you and all household
members who received LISPS benefits from the U.S. Postal Service.
Submit copies of all benefit letters from the U.S. Poestal Service
indicating how much was received in 2018,

Line 6 - Wages/Salaries/Tips

Enter the total amount of wages, salaries, and tips, recelved by you
and all household members in 2018, Refer to W-2 box 1, 7089-
MISC box 7, IRS Form 1040, NYS Form IT-201.

Line 7 - Pension

Enter the total amount of pension received by you and all
household members in 2018.

Line 8 - Disability/Workers’ Compensation Payments
Enter the total amount of Workers' Compensation received by
you and all househcld members in 2018, Submit a copy of your
award letter with your application.

Line @ - Taxable & Non-Taxable Interest

Enter the total amount of all taxable and non-taxable interest
received by you and all household members raceived in 2018, Refer
to 1099-INT box 1, IRS Form 1040, NYS Form IT-201.

Line 10 - Public Assistance Cash Award

Enter the total gross amount of any cash assistance received by
you and all househcold members in 2018. Submit copies of the
budget letter with your application for all household members
receiving cash assistance. SNAP/food stamps should not be
included in your household income.

Line 11 - Business Income

Enter the net business income sources received by you and all
household memicers in 2018. Refer to IRS Form 1040, NYS
Form 1T-201. Do not include a loss. Net business income is
gross receipts minus expenses.

Line 12 - Capital Gains

Enter the total amount of any capital gains received by you and
all household members in 2018. Refer fo IRS Form 1040, NYS
Form IT-201. DO NOT include a loss.

Line 13 - IRA Earnings

Enter the total amount of IRA earnings received by you and all
household members in 2018, Attach a copy of your end of year
earnings statement for 2018. DO NOT include total distribution
amournits. DO NOT include any IRA roflovers or conversions.
Line 14 — Annuities Earnings

Enter the total amount of annuities earnings received by you and
all household members in 2018. Attach a copy of your end of
year earnings statement for 2018. DO NOT include the total
distributiori amounts.

Line 15 -~ All Other Income

Enter all other income received in 2018. Cther income includes
(but is not timitad to) rental income, rent from boarders, income
from estates or trusts, alimony, child support payments,
gambling winnings, taxable and non taxable dividends,
cancellaticn of debt and monetary support received from
family/friends for rent.

Line 16 — Add lines 1 through 15 and enter the amount.
APPLICABLE DEDUCTIONS

Line 17 - Federal income taxes

W-2 box 2 and Form 1099-federal income tax withheld box
OR Form 1040)

Line 18 — State income taxes

{W-2 box 17 and Form 1089-state tax withheld box
OR Form IT-201)

Line 19 - Local income taxes

(W-2 box 19; OR Form IT-201)

Line 20 - Social Security taxes

{W-2 box 4)

Line 21 - Add lines 17 through 20 and enter the amount.

TOTAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Line 22 — Subtract line 21 from line 16 and enter the amount.
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’ Please complete but do not submit with your application

'Household Income Worksheet

ources of Income Received

Applicant

Housechold
Member #1

Household
Member #2

TOTALS

Social Security Benefits (SSA)

V| (53841099 box 5, IRS Form 1040) s $ 8 $ £.00
Social Security Disability Insurance {SSDI)
2 {SSDI Benefit Statement) s 5 § $ €.00
Supplemental Security Insurance (SS)
8 (SS! Benefit Statement) $ $ $ $ 0.00
4 Veterans Affairs (VA) Disability Pension or Disability Compensation Benefits 3 3 3 s
{Annual Benglil Statement) 0.00
5 United States Postal Service (USPS) Disability Pension or Disability s 3 3 3
Compensation Benefits (Annual Benefit Statement) 0.00
Woages/Salaries/Tips ‘
® | -2 box 1, 1099-MISC box 7, IRS Form 1040, NYS Form 17-201) 8 8 $ $ 0.00
Pensicon
7 n
(1098R box 1, tolaf annual pension from pension statement, IRS Forrm 1040) $ § $ S 0.00
Disability/Workers' Compensation Payments
8 :
{Attach award fetter) s $ $ s 0.00
Taxable & Non-Taxable Interest :
% | (1098-INT box 1, 1RS Form 1040) $ $ s & 0.00
Public Assistance Cash Award
0 :
! {PA Budget fetter) s $ $ 8 0.00
Business Income
11 ;
(RS Form 1040—-DO NOT include 2 loss, NYS Form [7-201) 5 $ $ $ 0.00
Capital Gains
12
(RS Form 1040, N¥S Form [T-207— DO NOT include a foss) $ $ ¥ $ 0.00
IRA Earnings
13
(End of year earnings statement—D20 NOT include the amount of your distribution) $ $ $ $ 0.c0
Annuities Earnings
14 g . o $ $ $ $ 0.00
(End of year earnings statement— DO NOT include the amount of your distribution)
All Other Income
5
1 frefer to FAQ guide for a list of income sources) 3 $ $ $ 0.00
16 | INCOME TOTAL (Add lines 1 through 15) $ 0.00 ¢ 0.00| $ 0,00 3 0.00

Federal income taxes

Applicable Deductions

7 (W-2 box 2 and Form 1088-federal income tax withheld box OR Form 1040) 5 $ $ $ 0.00
18 ﬁﬂtit?el;r;ioneat:;eﬁorm 1098-state tax withheld box OR Form T-201) 5 $ $ S 0.00
19 ;2/?;'{:;01”;? ge}farm 11-201) s $ 3 S 0.00
20 (SV?::;aEIJi:Z;jrity taxes s g $ s 0.00
21| DEDUCTION TOTAL {Add iines 17 through 20) 3 0.00| 8 p.00| ¥ 0.00| $ 0.00
22 TOTAL INCOME {line 16 minus line 21) 8 0.00| 8 0,00/ $ 0.00] $ 0.00
Complete this section ondy if your benefit began after July 1, 2015
What is 1/3 of your monthly income?
Take total amount from line 22 $0.00 and divide (+) that amount by 36 = i 3 0.00‘

Is this amount more than the current rent you are paying?

1 Yes

(] No

If YES, you MAY NOT be eligible. However, you may continue with the application. If your application is denied, you may apply next year.
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Please read but do not submit with your application

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the Rent Freeze Program?
The Rent Freeze Program refers to the Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption (SCRIE) and Disability Rent
Increase Exemption (DRIE) program.

2. What is the one-third income eligibility check and how can it affect my SCRIE benefit?

If you applied to and you were approved for the SCRIE program as a new applicant after July 1, 2015, your
renewal application is subject to & one-third income eligibility check. The Department of Finance will add up the
annual income for you and all hcusehold members and divide this amount by 36. The result is one-third of your
monthly househeld income. We then compare your one-third monthly household income to your new rent on
your renewal lease as well as to your frozen rent. If one-third of your monthly household income is greater than
your new rent then you would no longer be eligible for SCRIE benefit. If one-third of your monthly household
income is less than your new rent but greater than your frozen rent, we will increase your frozen rent to one-third
of your monthly household income.

If you entered the SCRIE program on or prior to July 1, 2015, your renewal application will not be subject to the
one-third income eligibility check.

3. When am | required to renew my benefit?

All SCRIE recipients are required to file a renewal application every year or every two years. Your approval orders
will always list the benefit period. SCRIE renewal applications are mailed approximately 60 days prior t0 a
recipient’s benefit expiration. If you do not receive a renewal application in the mail for any reason, renewal
applications are available by visiting nyc.gov/rentfreeze or by calling 311 and requesting ihat one be mailed to
you,

4, What happens if the primary benefit recipient moves?

If the primary benefit recipient moves to another rent-regulated apartment, the primary benefit recipient must file
an Apartment Benefit Transfer Application to transfer your exemption 1o the new apariment.

5. | live in a rent-stabilized apartment. What if | pay a rent lower than the legal rent amount listed on
my lease? And how is my frozen rent calculated?

If you have a preferential rent agreement with your landlord, the rent you pay may be lower than your frozen rent
amount. You can continue to pay the lower amount for as long as you have the preferential rent agreement with
your landlord.

We generally freeze your rent at the legal rent amount, with the following exceptions:

i} If your lease is accompanied by a preferential rent lease rider that explicitly states that the lower rent will
remain Tor the lifetime of your tenancy, your rent will be frozen at the prior preferential rent amount or 1/3 of
your monthly income, whichever is greater.

i) If you live in a low-income housing tax credit (LIHTC) unit and ycu provide a LIHTC rent rider, your rent will be
frozen at your prior LIHTC rent amount or 1/3 of your menthly income, whichever is greater.

6. For the purpose of the Rent Freeze Program, who is considered a household member?

Household members are considered to be the primary applicant and any person who permanently resides in
the apartment. A bona fide roomer, boarder or subtenant who is not related to the head of household is not
considered a household member. You must list all members of the househaold on the application and disclose
their income for the prior year {the year before you submit your application). If any household members did not
have income in the prior year, you must indicate it on the application and submit proof of no income. Note that
only household members that have been listed on a prior application can apply for a benefit takeover.
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Please read but do not submit with your application

7. Who is NOT considered a household member?

Boarders who have a rental agreement and pay rent to you are not considered household members. Family
members are not considered boarders. NOTE: boarders are not eligible for a benefit takeover. You do not have
to list boarders on your application; however you must disclose the amount of rent that is paid to you by
submitting a letter from the boarder specifying how much money they pay you monthly. DO NOT submit the
income that the boarder received.

8. What if | am not able to physically sign the application?

A person with an authorized power of attorney (POA) or court-appointed guardian may sign documents on
behalf of the primary beneficiary. Please submit the power of attorney authorization or court order along with
the application so that SCRIE can keep the information on file and ensure that copies of all SCRIE
correspondence are sent to the POA or guardian.

9. What are applicable deductions?

Federal, State, City, and Social Security taxes are applicable deductions. You may take the larger of your taxes
withheld for 2018 or your total taxes assessed. Note that Medicare payments are not an applicable deduction.
10. What is considered income that 1 must report to determine eligibility?

Below is a list of income sources that the SCRIE program considers. If you and your household members
receive any income from any of these sources, you will have to enter this information on the Income Worksheet
provided with the application and attach required proof of documentation as indicated.

— Social Security (SSA, SSI, SSDI) or Disabiiity Compensation Benefits
(Attach copy of SSA-1099 or printout of (Attach annual benefit statement)
SSI benefit award letter} , .
— Capital Gains
— Salaries/Wages/Tips finclude tax-deferred capital gain distributions
[Attach W-2's including self-employment) staterent from financial institution)
— Business Income — Rental Income
{Attach Schedule C, S-Corp tax Return with (Received from all properties)

K-1 or Partnership Tax Return) — Rent Received from boarder

— Taxable & Non-Taxable Interest

(Attach all 1099-INT & year-end statements for ~ Rental Assistance (subsidy)

non-taxable interest) - Disability/Workers’ compensaiion payments/
- Taxable & Non-Taxable Dividends Unemployment insurance Benefits
(Attach award letter)

{Attach all 1099-DIV and year end statements for
non-taxable dividends) - income from Estates or Trusts
(Attach the Estate or Trust’s Income Tax Return)

- |IRA Earnings
(Attach a copy of interest, dividends, or capital gains - Alimony and/or Child Support Payments
earned). DO NOT include the amount of your received by you
distribution. (Attach court order)

— Pension, Annuities & Retirement Plans — Money received from family and/or friends for rent
(Attach TO99R statements and include taxable & (Attach letter stating who you receive money from
non-taxable pensions) and how much you receive)

— Veterans Affairs (VA) Disability Pension or Disability - Gambling/Lottery Winnings (Attach 1099-MISC)
Compensation Benefits . . .
(Attach annual benefit statement) ~ Public Assistance and/or Cther sources of income

(Attach proof}

— United States Postal Service (JUSPS) Disability _
— Cancellation of Debi

Pension
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Please read but do not submit with your application .

11. What income is excluded when determining eligibility that you do not have to report?

-~ Cash gifts - IRA Rollovers

— Inheritance (IRAs rolled over into other retirement accounts)
_—Damages awarded from a personal injury lawsuit - Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)

— Energy assistance payments henefits also formerly known as the Food Stamp

- Income tax refunds Program

12. What if you or a household member did not have income for the prior year?

Below is a list of documents that we will accept if you report that you and/or any household member did not
have any income during the prior calendar year:

v Verification of IRS Non-Filing letter OR
v Full time student verification letter OR
v Aletter from the Social Security Administration indicating that you did not receive beneiits during 2018

13. Who can 1 contact if | have questions regarding my benefit or application process?

If you have access to a computer, you can submit an inquiry on the Department of Finance website by visiting
nyc.gov/contactscrie for guestions about SCRIE. You may also calt 311 or visit cur Walk-In Center at:

66 John Street, 3rd Floor
New York, NY, 10038
Hours of Operation: Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.— 4:30 p.m.

If you need assistance or you are unable to submit the application or documentation because of a disability
related concern, please call 311 and ask for DOF’s Disability Service Facilitator. If you have general questions
about the SCRIE/DRIE program and how to apply, please call 311 or send us a message at
nyc.gov/contactscrie or nyc.gov/contacidrie.

14. Who can | contact if | do not understand a decision that was made regarding my application
or benefit?

All Rent Freeze Program applicants who have received an official exempption approval, denial, or revocation
notice have the right to get help resolving concerns with their SCRIE/DRIE application and benefit. The
SCRIE/DRIE Ombudsperson can identify and resolve issues with your application or benefit after you have
completed the application process. You may contact them by visiting the DOF website at
nyc.gov/contactscrieombuds for help with SCRIE or nyc.gov/contactdrieombuds for help with DRIE.

15. What can | do if I missed the six months deadline to file my renewal application or any other
deadline related to the Rent Freeze Program {(RFP) program?

If you needed more time to submit your application or meet any other deadline due to a disability or physical or
mental impairment, you can request additional time. If you need help or have questions regarding a disability or
reguesting additional lime, please call 311 and ask for the Department of Finance’s Disability Service
Facilitator; contact nyc.gov/contactdofeeo; or visit our office at 68 John Street, 3rd Floor, New York, N.Y.,
Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Even if you do not have a disability or physical or mental impairment, you may still qualify if you missed the
deadiine because of exceptional circumstances during the time to file your application and your benefit expired
fewer than 12 months ago. If you were hospitalized for a temporary medical condition, or your apartment was
damaged by fire, flood, a natural catastrophe, or other exceptional circumstances cccurred, you may submit a
staternent of the specific circumstances along with any decumentation of your claim with your application. If
you have any guestions, please contact 311 and ask for the SCRIE/DRIE unit, or visit nyc.gov/contactscrie
or nyc.gov/contactdrie. :
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Please read but do not submit with your application

16. What are my options if | have a permanent loss of income?

If there has been a permanent loss of 20% or more of the income you reported on your last approved application,
you may apply for a redetermination of your frozen rent by filing a Redetermination Application, which can be found
on our website at nye.gov/rentfreeze. You must provide proof of your current income with the Redetermination
Application. NOTE: The less of income must be considered permanent.

17. What happens if the primary benefit recipient passes away or has permanently moved into
a nursing home?

If the primary benefit recipient passes away, has permanently moved into a nursing home or has otherwise
permanently vacated the apartment, a household member who meets the eligibility criteria for the Rent
Freeze Program, who has been listed on a previous application, and has been granted succession rights may
gualify for a beneiit takeover. A benefit takeover application should be filed within 6 months of the primary
benefit recipient passing away or moving, or 90 days after the Department of Finance sends a revocation
notice, whichever date is later.

If you are a remaining household member AND meet all the eligibility requirements for SCRIE or DRIE, you must
submit the following: '

For yourself: A benefit iakeover application AND
A lease/rental agreement reflecting you as the tenant of record or co-tenant OR
A letter from your building management specifying that you have succession rights
to the apariment OR
A court order granting you succession rights to the apartment

For primary benefit recipient: Proof that the primary benefit recipient has passed away by providing a
death certificate. For a primary benefit recipient who has permanently
moved out of the apartment, proof may include a letter from a nursing
home, a lease or letter from your landlord or managing agent, or
federal, state or local government issued ID reflecting the new address.

18. How can | obtain forms?

Aill forms can be downloaded by visiting our website at nyc.gov/rentfreeze. Forms are also available in our
Walk-In Genter. You can also request a form to be mailed to you by calling 311.

19. What can | do if | have any issues regarding my lease, fuel cost or to dispute my legal rent
amount?

For lease inquiries, to resolve rent disputes, or to file a complaint because your landlord has not provided a
lease, tenants can contact the Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR). DHCR can be
contacted:

In Person: Gertz Plaza, 92-31 Union Hall Street, Jamaica, New York 11433
By Phone: 718-732-6400
By Email: Rentinfo@nyshcr.org

20. What happens if | am over the income eligibility for a renewal period?

If your benefit ended because your annual household income is over $50,000 or your rent is less than 1/3 of your
monthly household income for a renewal period, you may reapply for the program in the future if you believe you
qualify. If your income decreases in the next calendar year, you may qualify to restore your old frozen rent
(legislation effective September 2016). To reapply, please submit an initial application in the next calendar year.
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SCRIE 2019 Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption
SHORT FORM RENEWAL APPLICATION

Eligibility: Applicants can submit a short form renewal if they have been previously approved for five or more
consecutive benefit periods. If you suibmit this form and are found ineligible to use it, we will require you to provide
proof of your prior year's household income.

Instructions; Please complete and mail this renewal form with supporting documentation to:
NYC Department of Finance, Attn: SCRIE/DRIE Unit, 59 Maiden Lane, 22" Floor, New York, NY 10038.

SECTION 1 — APPLICANT INFORMATION
FIRST NAME:

LAST NAME:

ADDRESS:

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: DATE OF BIRTH: DOCKET NUMBER:

PHONE NUMBER: "EMAIL ADDRESS:

SECTION 2 - HOUSEHOLD INCOME INFORMATION
Has your household income increased by more than $1,000 per year since you filed your last renewal application?

f1Yes UINo
If you answered yes, please submit proof of your hcusehold income for 2018.
If you answered no, you are not required to submit any additional proof of household income.

SECTION 3 - CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION

Please read carefully and sign the below certification. Your application is not complete if you do not sign.

| hereby certify that all information contained in the application is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and
belief and | understand that the willful making of any false statement of material fact therein shall subject me to the
provisicns of law relevant to the making and filing of false instruments and loss of the benefit, and that subsequent
reapplication shall be as a new applicant.

| understand that my income is subject to income verification by the Department of Finance.

Print Name of FPrimary Applicant

Signature of Primary Applicant Date

Note: If a Power of Attorney or Court Appointed Guardian is signing on behalf of the primary applicant,
the Power of Attorney or court documentation is required.

TMRIFE Shart Farm Ranawal Anclinatine 12 202010



Documents to send:
(1) Renewal lease signed by you and your landiord.
(2) If you answered yes to the question in section 2, attach proof household income for 2018.

(3) If applicable, attach proof of income for 2018 for any new hcusehold members and provide their name,
date of birth, and date they moved in.

Note: Rent controlled applicants should provide their new Notice of Maximum Collectible Rent form RN-26 and
Fuel Cost Adjustment form RA33.10 for 2018 and 2019 (if available). Rent demand applicants should submit an
updated rent demand letter from your landlord/management listing your current and prior rent amount. -

Tenant Representative:

If you previously provided a Tenant Representative and that information has changed, please provide the updated
information. If you did not have a Tenant Representative and you want copies of your notices sent to another
person (in addition to you), please select a representative and complete the following:

NAME: RELATIONSHIP TO TENANT:
ADDRESS: CITY: STATE: ZIPCODE:
EMAIL ADDRESS: PHONE NUMBER:

General Information:

For general information and questions about SCRIE, please send us a message at nyc.gov/contactscrie
or call 311, You may also visit our SCRIE office at 66 John Strest, 3rd Floor, New York, NY. We are open
Monday through Friday, between 8:30 AM and 4:30 PM.

If due to a disability you need an accommodation in order to apply for and receive a service,
or to participate in a program offered by the Department of Finance, please contact the
Disability Service Facilitator at nyc.gov/contactdofeeo or by calling 311.

SCRIF Short Form Rerewal Annlication  12.20.2018
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Comments re the NYC Department of Finance’s proposed amendments to Chapter 52
of Title 19 of the Rules of the City of New York, regarding the Rent Freeze Program

The Legal Aid Society appreciates the opportunity to comment on the amendments to
the SCRIE and DRIE programs that the New York City Department of Finance (“DOF”) has
proposed.

The Legal Aid Society is the oldest and largest not-for-profit public interest law firm in
the United States, working on more than 300,000 individual legal matters annually for low-
income New Yorkers with civil, criminal, and juvenile rights problems in addition to law
reform representation that benefits all two million low-income children and adults in New York
City. The Society delivers a full range of comprehensive legal services to low-income families
and individuals in the City. Our Civil Practice has local neighborhood offices in all five
boroughs, along with centralized city-wide law reform, employment law, immigration law,

health law, and homeless rights practices.

For nearly 50 years, the SCRIE program (and, more recently, the DRIE program) has
been a critical lifeline for low-income, vulnerable older New Yorkers in rent-regulated
apartments who want to age in place without fear of displacement due to rising rents. However,
as set forth below, certain elements of the proposed rules run counter to the purpose of Rent
Freeze Program (“RFP”) and, in at least two instances, fail to account for recent changes in the

law.
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1. The DOF should continue to freeze an initial applicant’s rent at the rent level in
the lease in effect preceding the initial application

The DOF’s “Guide for Tenants” to the RFP notes on its page six that, upon approval of
an initial SCRIE or DRIE application, the agency will freeze the applicant’s rent-stabilized rent
at the amount in effect in the lease prior to the lease in effect at the time of the application.! But
the proposed rules declare that the frozen rent will instead be the “rent in effect immediately
preceding the initial eligibility date.” § 52-03(b}(2). The effect of this substantial change would
be felt most profoundly by new applicants who have the lowest incomes and who are therefore
the most vulnerable tenants. Over time, the higher frozen rents caused by this change would
result, in the aggregate, in vastly higher rental payments by RFP beneficiaries. The proposed

rules should reflect the longstanding practice as it is articulated in the RFP Guide.

2. The DOF should not require submission of a renewal lease “signed by both

parties”

§ 52-02(g) of the proposed rules says that, where a tenant is unable to supply a copy
of a lease in relation to a renewal application, the applicant may use the Certification
Without A Renewal Lease form.? But the preceding section, § 52-02(f), declares that

required renewal documentation includes “a copy of a written lease signed by both parties”

(empbhasis supplied). Landlords frequently fail to provide countersigned renewal leases to
tenants who have accepted the renewal offer by sigﬁing the lease; but this is of no moment,
because a renewal lease offer becomes effective upon the tenant’s signature. Therefore the
proposed rules’ requirement of submission of a lease “signed by both parties” is
unnecessary. In addition, the proposed rules should not require a tenant who cannot submit
a renewal lease signed by both parties to obtain an order from the NYS HCR or a court

“which proves that the tenant has a right to live in the apartment.” § 52-02(g)(3).

! Available at https://'www1.nve.goviassets/finance/downloads/pdf/brochures/scriedriebrochure. pdf.
2 This form is presently titled “Certification of No Renewal Lease Form”. Available at
https://www 1 .nyc.cov/assets/rentfrecze/downloads/pdi/scrie_drie lack of lease cert.pdfl




January 21, 2020
Page 3

3. The DOF should identify renewal and takeover applications where household
income has dropped by over 20 percent and promptly notify those applicants of
their right to request redeterminations

The proposed rules pertaining to redetermination applications, set forth in § 52-15,
continue unreasonably to place the onus upon RFP beneficiaries and takeover applicants to
request a benefit redetermination upon a reduction of household income exceeding 20
percent, even though the DOF itself becomes aware, through renewal and takeover
applications, of such reductions. In our experience, most RFP beneficiaries are unaware of
their right to request a redetermination of their benefit, and consequently most of the
redetermination applications that we submit are for clients who had no idea that such a right
or application existed. The DOF should be required to screen every renewal and takeover
application for a drop in household income that exceeds 20 percent and, where such a
reduction is identified, the agency should be required to promptly notify the beneficiary or

applicant.

4. The DOF must not deny SCRIE beneficiaries the benefit of NYS HCR rent
reduction orders, as the proposed rules would require

There are two principal means by which a tenant in New York City may try to
compel their landlord to correct Housing Code violations in their apartment. One option is
to start a lawsuit in the form of an “HP action™, but this requires in-person appearances in
Housing Court, and few tenants are able to obtain free legal counsel in these cases.
Therefore, a better option for many tenants, especially those whose physical impairments
prevent them from traveling to Housing Court, is to file a “decreased services” complaint
with the NYS HCR, which can result not only in the improvement of the condition of their

apartment, but also in a rent-reduction order.

But under § 52-03(b)(5) of the proposed rules, a rent reduction order would have no
effect on the rent obligation of a SCRIE beneficiary. This contravenes Section 26-
509(b)(3)(ii1) of the Rent Stabilization Law, which mandates that rent reductions be applied
to the tenant share; and it removes an incentive for SCRIE recipients to use the HCR

complaint system to enforce their rights to a habitable apartment.
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5. A landlord must not notify the DOF of its suspicion of a tenant’s RFP
ineligibility without providing an explanation and supporting documentation

§ 52-02(m)(4) sets forth a process by which an owner or managing agent may
request revocation of a SCRIE or DRIE beneficiary’s benefit if the landlord merely has a
“suspicion the beneficiary is not entitled to'b.eneﬁts”. The rule goes on to say that the
owner or managing agent “may provide proof to the [DOF] in support” (emphasis supplied)
of this allegation. The relevant form, Landlord/Managing Agent Notification of Tenant’s
Ineligibility for SCRIE?, demands of the landlord, in addition to submission of the form, “a
letter and any supporting documents explaining why the tenant is not eligible or entitled to
SCRIE”. The rule should emphasize that a landlord must support such a serious allegation

with a letter and evidence submitted with the form.

6. The proposed rules should take account of recent changes in the law under the
HSTPA

§ 52-01 of the proposed rules defines “Fuel cost adjustment,” but such charges are
now prohibited under the Housing Stability and Tenant Protection Act of 2019 (“HSTPA™).
§ 26-407.1. '

The proposed rules contain a section pertaining to preferential rents that extend “for
the lifetime of the tenancy”. § 52-12. The HSTPA, however, made all preferential rents
permanent by amending RSL § 511(c)(14) to make all future renewals based on the

preferential rents.

ek

For further information, please contact Alex Ryley, Director of Elder Law, Civil

Practice, at 718-260-4707.

3 Available at https://www .nyc.cov/assets/finance/downloads/pdf/scrie/scrie_ineligibility.pdf.
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Good morning. My name is Peter Kempner. I am the Legal Director and Director of the Elderly
Project at Volunteers of Legal Service (VOLS). VOLS was established in 1984 in response to
federal cuts in legal services funding and our purpose is to leverage private attorneys to provide
free legal services to low income New Yorkers to fill the justice gap.

Our Elderly Project and Veterans Initiative conducts regular free legal clinics in senior centers
around the City; we provide technical support to community based organizations serving low
income seniors by answering legal questions their clients face; we provide trainings to
community based organizations and to the public regarding proper end of life planning; we
publish An Advocate’s Guide to SCRIE and A Guide to Burial Assistance and Funeral Planning
for New Yorkers in Need; and we access the pro bono services of the private bar by training,
supervising and pairing up volunteer lawyers with low income seniors, including veterans,
seeking to have their life planning documents drawn up and executed. This allows seniors, who
cannot afford to hire an attorney, to get Powers of Attorney, Health Care Proxies, Living Wills,
Last Wills and Testaments as well as other advance directives done free of charge. These critical
documents ensure that the wishes of seniors are carried out by the people they love and trust the
most. They also ensure that seniors are able to live in the community for as long as possible,
prevent displacement, and help to avoid costly and unpleasant legal proceedings like
guardianships if someone becomes incapacitated.

We thank the New York City Council’s Committees on Aging and Finance for holding this
important hearing. Aside from needing to obtain advanced directives, the number one issuc our
clients face as low-income seniors is housing insecurity. So many of the seniors we encounter
rely on SCRIE to be able to stay in homes they have often been living in for decades. For many
of our clients SCRIE is the only reason they can afford to pay their rent after retirement..
Without SCRIE and DRIE, our city would face an exacerbated homelessness crisis amongst the
disabled and elderly. We must do everything in our power not only to preserve and extend the
outreach of these programs, but also to make improvements which will strengthen and advance
the goal of ensuring that disabled and elderly New Yorkers can age in place in the community
with dignity and respect. To that I end, T would like to offer some suggestions about where these
programs may fall short.

One major limitation of the Rent Freeze programs is that eligibility is limited to tenants who
reside in rent regulated apartments. For many, who reside in smaller buildings or who live in
newer construction, the result is exactly the kind of housing instability these programs are meant
to avoid. Extending the Rent Freeze Program to tenants of unregulated units can be
accomplished by setting maximum rent guidelines, much along the lines of the fair market rent
amounts set for holders of Section 8 vouchers, and setting rent increase guidelines, similar to
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what happens under rent stabilization and rent control. This extension could bring thousands
more housing stability.

Another limitation is the absence of retroactivity of applications for the program. Despite the
valiant outreach efforts of the City, sadly many elderly and disabled tenants are unaware of the
rent freeze program and fail to apply even though they are otherwise eligible to receive this vital
benefit. Currently applicants for a rent freeze receive a frozen rent amount based on their last
lease and there is no retroactive application of the freeze beyond the last lease. The ability to roll
back the rent to when someone first became eligible for a rent freeze instead of when they first
applied for a rent freeze would put money back into pockets of low income tenants who often
live benefit check to benefit check.

This leads to the next limitation, which is that despite a freeze, rent for many SCRIE and DRIE
recipients remains unaffordable. [ have seen many seniors with SCRIE whose rent subsumes
50% or more of their limited income. The rent freeze program stipulates that a recipient’s rent
should be set at the last lease amount prior to application or 30% of their income whichever is
greater. This means that someone on these programs will never pay less than 30% of their
income towards the rent but they can be made to pay 100% of their income towards the rent.
This scheme is the opposite of other rental assistance programs (like Section 8, public housing,
enhanced rent for HASA recipients and others) where a tenant’s share of the rent is capped at
30% of their income. By adopting a 30% cap similar to other rental subsidy programs we can
assure that the rent for SCRIE and DRIE recipients is not only stable but also affordable.

Under the current statutory and regulatory framework, affordability changes depending on the
houschold composition of a SCRIE recipient. If a married couple applies for and receives
SCRIE, there will likely be a large change in income for the household when one spouse passes
away. The death of a spouse can lead to a change in income of 50% in many circumstances.
When there is a downward fluctuation in income of 20% or greater, the SCRIE holder is entitled
upon request to a redetermination of the SCRIE subsidy. The redetermination should result in the
same rent-to-income ratio as was represented in the last SCRIE approved application or
recertification before the loss in income. While the redetermination is extremely helpful tool, it is
not currently automatic. A SCRIE recipient must affirmatively request it and fill out a separate
form from the standard recertification in order to obtain it. Redeterminations should be automatic
when SCRIE is made aware of a change in household income which would trigger it. By
requiring separate forms and the affirmative application, many recipients are losing out on the
opportunity to increase their benefits.

Thank you again for giving us the opportunity to testify. Volunteers of Legal Services looks
forward to working with the City Council and the administration to ensure that New York City is
able to best support our seniors in need.

Peter Kempner
Legal Director and Elderly Project Director
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Thank you, Chairs Chin and Dromm, and the full committee for the opportunity to testify today.

For over forty years, LiveOn NY has been supporting community-based organizations throughout the
City that provide core services to older adults to allow them to thrive in their communities. With a base
of more than 100 community-based organizations, LiveOn NY’s members provide services including
senior centers, congregate and home-delivered meals, affordable senior housing, caregiver supports,
NORC:s and case management. Through policy efforts, LiveOn NY advocates to increase funding and
capacity for our members to meet the needs of older adults in their communities.

To better support older adults and our members, LiveOn NY also administers a citywide outreach
program that assists older adults in the communities where benefits are most underutilized. Through this
program, we educate thousands of older New Yorkers each year—including those who are
homebound—and screen and enroll those who are eligible for SCRIE, DRIE, and a number of other
benefits. Our team works tirelessly to help older adults through the application and re-enrollment
processes, and witnesses firsthand the positive impacts of these programs. DOF has been an incredible
partner particularly in our work with SCRIE and DRIE; and it is because of this partnership, we
would like to provide testimony today.

First, we are grateful for the support these programs have received from both the Administration and the
Council. In 2014, through a joint City and State effort, the income eligibility for SCRIE & DRIE was
raised from $29,000 to $50,000. As a result, thousands of more households were eligible for the Rent
Freeze program. While the enrollment rate has increased since the eligibility increase, a 2018 report by
DOF indicated that the overall enrollment rate in 2016 was only 56.2%'. For this reason, continued and
increased outreach efforts are necessary. The importance of early awareness of the benefit cannot be
overstated, as the SCRIE and DRIE programs are unique in that their benefits compound over time —
said another way, the earlier an individual enrolls in the program, the more they will benefit from it.
Most importantly, SCRIE plays a critical role in allowing older adults to age in place.

Most recently, LiveOn NY was thrilled to advocate for and see the passage of the new preferential rent
laws from the Housing Stability and Tenant Protections Act of 2019. Previously, those with preferential
rent were disincentivized from enrolling in SCRIE, as their rent would be frozen at the “market rate”,
oftentimes increasing a tenants rent amount by hundreds of dollars. With this new law, preferential rent
amounts have been made permanent, and must now be treated as “the new legal base rent for that unit.”
This protection now incentivizes many more individuals to apply for the Rent Freeze program and
therefore outreach efforts must be strengthened and reinvigorated to bring awareness to this beneficial
change.

Last fall, DOF proposed a number of amendments to SCRIE and DRIE. LiveOn NY viewed several of

! NYC Department of Finance, 2018 Report on the New York City Rent Freeze Program
LiveOn NY e 49 West 45th Street » 7th Floor ® New York, NY 10036 = 212.398.6565
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the changes as positive, such as improving the process of succession rights and allowing tenants to apply
for SCRIE/DRIE at any point throughout the year, as opposed to awaiting the next lease renewal.
However, there were a number of recommendations that were cause for concern. LiveOn NY was
particularly worried about DOF limiting those who may be deemed a tenant representative in order to
assist tenants with the application process. Many of the individuals in need of the SCRIE/DRIE program
already face significant barriers to the application process, and the job as advocates, such as ourselves, is
to walk them through the process successfully. For this reason, LiveOn NY believes that the provision
should include anyone listed as a tenant representative, as consistent with other benefit applications of
the City.

Another proposed amendment would limit tenants to only one SCRIE/DRIE application per year. We
believe this proposed change would be particularly harmful to the many tenants who are eligible for the
program, but are denied due to mistakes on the application or the inability to compile the required
documentation. Our team has helped a number of individuals successfully reapply for the program after
having at first been denied due to an incomplete or incorrect application. Because time is of the essence
in this program, as previously stated, this rule would effectively penalize tenants for making errors on
applications by not allowing them to reapply for another year.

Finally, there were several other proposed changes to the SCRIE/DRIE program that, while seemingly
minor, would undoubtedly have a profound impact on tenants. For example, the proposed changes to the
definition of certain terms, such as “initial eligibility date”, “head of household”, and “good cause” seem
unnecessarily punitive, and in practice, would affect countless tenants.

LiveOn NY was grateful for the opportunity to provide feedback to DOF on these proposed changes to
SCRIE/DRIE and we are hopeful that the recommendations outlined will be given serious consideration
in advance of final rule promulgation.

We are committed to working with our partners at DOF, DFTA, and all city agencies, as well as the
members of City Council to provide outreach, education, and enrollment assistance to New Yorkers in
need of this critical program. We look forward to continued partnership and outreach opportunities as
we ensure that every tenant who is eligible for this program receives its full benefits. Thank you again
for the opportunity to testify.

LiveOn NY’s members provide the core, community-based services that allow older adults to thrive in their communilies.
With a base of more than 100 community-based organizations serving at least 300,000 older New Yorkers annually. Our
members provide services ranging from senior centers, congregate and home-delivered meals, affordable senior housing
with services, elder abuse prevention services, caregiver supporls, case management, transportation, and NORCs. LiveOn
NY advocates for increased funding for these vital services to improve both the solvency of the system and the overall
capacity of community-based service providers.

LiveOn NY also administers a citywide outreach program and staffs a hotline that educates, screens and helps with benefit
enrollment including SNAP, SCRIE and others, and also administers the Rights and Information for Senior Empowerment
(RISE) program to bring critical information directly to seniors on important topics to help them age well in their
communities.

LiveOn NY e 49 West 45th Street » 7th Floor * New York, NY 10036 » 212.398.6565



To: NYC Council Committee on Finance and the Committee on Aging

RE: Oversight - Examining the New York City Department of Finance's
administration of the Rent Freeze Program (SCRIE and DRIE).

21 January 2020

As a recipient of this program, | thank you for the opportunity to
testify. First, and foremost, the Rent Freeze of this program is not enough
to keep us in our homes. See the attached NY 7imes article for details of
my own impoverished circumstances.

This program needs to roll back the rent to 1/3 or better 30 percent of
a person’s income. Other rent subsidy programs work this way and are
effective in reducing rent burdens and providing affordable housing.
Reforming RIE in this manner would be cost effective in keeping recipients
with very high rent burdens in their homes and out of the shelter system.

We need legislation to reform these programs accordingly. To this
end, copies of petitions with hundreds of signatures have been collected for
your perusal.

However, not to ignore the way the Department of Finance operates.

1. The SCRIE/DRIE application does not contain a box below “Address”;
“Mailing Address is different from above.” Every time | renew | have
to deal with this. Obviously, | am not alone!

2. RIE is all that is needed for the heading. Why you qualify should be
inside the application. Disabled people can be highly discriminated
against. About 13 years ago a judge inappropriately asked about my
invisible disabilities in court. These labels are something to think
about... .

Parvati Devi
700 Columbus Ave., #20873
New York, NY 10025
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By MIREYA NAVARRO AUG. 24, 2016
How Do Rent-Burdened New Yorkers Cope?

Housing is generally considered affordable if a household allots no
more than 30 percent of its income to home payments and utilities.
By that standard, more than half of renters in New York City are
“cost-burdened” and may find it hard to pay for other necessities
like food, clothing and medical care.



CreditJuan Cristébal Cobo for The New York Times

How Do You Stretch a Paycheck?

RENT BURDEN: 53 percent
INCOME: $2,727 (mostly Social Security)
RENT: 1,459 for a three-bedroom rent-stabilized apartment in Rego Park, Queens, including utilities.

“I’'m very frugal, and I keep extremely good records and I have a little bit of savings.” “Unlike many other seniors, I have

22«

little places, such as my small remaining retirement funds, from which I can nab a few dollars when needed.” “I consider

travel in my past. I have my wonderful memories, and I live very simply.”

“I’m very grateful to the city for the wonderful senior centers. I have no complaints about lack of care or lack of support.

The only problem is rent.”

Paul David Wilkin, 77

Retired. Worked in desktop publishing for a financial services firm and taught in a school in Zambia.
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Why Not Move?

RENT BURDEN: Rent is more than her income |
INCOME: $640 in public assistance; $500 from her estranged husband, a driver for a car service; and other income from

small jobs.
RENT: $1,275 for a two-bedroom apartment in Washington Heights in Manhattan, plus $158 to $280 in utilities.

“I'm not going to find anything cheaper than where I am for the size. I used to pay $1,375 for another apartment in the
building. I talked to the landlord about lowering the rent, and he moved me to the 12th floor and charged me $1,275. We

have bed bugs, and they don’t fix things. I'm now four months behind in rent.”

Isara Linares, 34, Former waitress with three young children
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What Do You Do Without?

RENT BURDEN: 51 percent
INCOME: $1,014 ($820 in supplemental security income; $194 in food stamps).
RENT: $465.89 for a two-room, rent-stabilized apartment, and $55 to $120 in utilities.

“I have practically nothing left for the basics. Ilearned to clean with vinegar. I can buy that with food stamps.” “Today

I’m staying in the house not to spend money. It’s difficult to have a quality of life.”

“Sometimes I go to my senior center, but I'm pre-diabetic, and the centers serve a lot of food that’s not healthy. White
rice, pasta. I eat whole grains at home or my friend brings me brown rice from a Chinese restaurant. I've gone to food

pantries, but they don’t have brown rice. I'm always relying on friends, and I shouldn’t have this worry all the time.”

Parvati Devi, 70, Retired hairdresser and manicurist
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How Did You Become So Rent-Burdened?

RENT BURDEN: Rent is more than her income; drawing from retirement savings

INCOME: $1,006 in Social Security, $194 in food stamps.
RENT: $1,802.86; plus $56 in utilities for a one-bedroom apartment in the Upper West Side of Manhattan.

“When I was working I was O.K,, but they laid me off in 2008. From 2008 to 2011 the job market was terrible. I had

retirement income and I'm quickly going through that. T had a savings account and that’s all gone.”

“I had freelance jobs. I spent 2015 being tested for a congenital heart condition, and I had a valve and a pacemaker put
in.” “I'm hoping something happens that I can work again. I have been working on a novel. That’s going quite well.” “I

sometimes don’t sleep at night not knowing what I'll do next. My dogs’ walks keep me going.”

Kay Urbant, in her 60s, Advertising copy editor/copywriter




CreditHiroko Masuike/The New York Times

What Is Your Biggest Worry?

RENT BURDEN: 72 percent
INCOME: $2,200 (plus $263 in disability payments for husband).
RENT: $1,616 for a two-bedroom stabilized apartment in the Bronx, plus $175 in utilities.

“When we rented the apartment three years ago my husband paid half the rent, but then he became disabled. Now I'm
the only one paying for everything. When you try to get some public assistance, they see that you have a job and they tell

you that you don’t qualify. I'm behind $200 in the J uly rent and $1,616 in August. My biggest fear is to be thrown out on
the street with three children.”

Yoselyn Gémez, 54

Customer service associate at home improvement supply store and mother of three teenagers
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Testimony on behalf of CHIP re:
NYC DOF’s administration of the Rent Freeze Programs (SCRIE and DRIE)

The Community Housing Improvement Program (CHIP) represents the owners and managers of
approximately 4,000 apartment buildings with about 400,000 units of rental housing. Almost all
of these are rent stabilized buildings. Accordingly, many of our owner and manager members
participate in the Senior Citizen or Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs (SCRIE and
DRIE). Some of our members help their residents sign up for the programs and navigate the
Department of Finance’s bureaucracies. CHIP members have a detailed working knowledge of
how the SCRIE and DRIE programs interface with owners, and how they can be improved for
efficiency as well as ease of use from an owner's perspective.

For example, while the new web-based portal, LEAP, is a big improvement to the web-based
interface, there are still difficulties when submitting electronic documents. In many instances,
the size limitations on what can be uploaded prevent owners from using this function.

Another issue owners struggle with in the SCRIE and DRIE programs is being able to reconcile
the tax abatements with what is actually applied on a property’s statement of account.
Sometimes SCRIE and DRIE tax abatement credits are misapplied on the DOF bill to charges
other than property taxes, such as a tax commission fee or rent stabilization registration charges.
Sometimes the abatement credits are applied to the wrong tax period, causing some property
owners to pay more taxes than they should for a particular tax period. This essentially gives the
City an interest free six-month loan.

Aside from the administration, we also think there should be a change to the head-of-household
requirement for the SCRIE and DRIE programs. Parents of children with disabilities, or children
who take care of their elderly parents, should be entitled to benefit from the program.

We think improving the functionality of LEAP and making the tax abatement reconciliation
process easier would improve the programs for owners who have participating tenants.
Improving the administration of the program is important, but we would also like to see
expansion of the programs to other families. We look forward to working with this Committee
and individual Councilmembers to improve and continue to expand these vital programs.

TEL212.838.7442 | FAX 2128387456 | 5HANOVER SQUARE SUITE 1605 NEW YORK NY 10004 | WWW.CHIPNYC.ORG



Material for Committee Chair of
NYC Council Committee on Finance:

Copies of “Off the Fiscal CIiff” petition
and

“Reducing Rent Burden for Elderly
New Yorkers” Report
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~Urge NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs!

(*Senior Citizen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see hito:/iwww.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years.

Four out of ten se'niors repert not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
individuals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and
cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordable level.

NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliffl We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legisfation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this.

Please PRINT name clearly Address and zip code -
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal Cliff’ campaign.)



Urge NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs!

(*Senior Citizen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see hitp://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for maore information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years,

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
individuals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and
cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordable level.

NYC must roliback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliffl We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legisfative officials to pass legisfation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to alfow this.
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY tfo be included in their “Off the Fiscal Cliff’ campaign.)



- Urge NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs!

(*Semor Citizen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
individuals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis,

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too [ate and
cannot have the benefit "rolled-back” to an affordable level.

NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliff! We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legisfative officials to pass legisiation fo reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this.

Please PRINT name clearly Address and zip code
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in the|r ‘Off the Fiscal Cliff" campaign.)
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—~ Urge NYS & NYC-elected Officials to-Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs!

(*Senior Citizen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
individuals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to expetience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and
cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordable level,

NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliffl We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legislation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this.

Please PRINT name clearly

Address and zip code
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal Cliff" campaign.)



Urge NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs!

(*Senior Cltlzen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemptlon programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see hitp://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7. years.

Four out of {en seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and dlsabled
mdnnduals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE durmg an aﬁordablllty crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and
cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordable level.

NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliff! We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legislation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this.

Please PRINT name clearly Address and zip code
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn- NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal CIiff" campaign.)



" Urge NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs!

(*Senior Citizen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
individuals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

" Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and
cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordabie level.

NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliffl We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legislation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this.

Please PRINT name clearly

Address and zip code
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal Cliff’ campaign.)




Urge NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs'

(*Senior Citizen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http:/Awww.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze Too many seniors and disabled
individuals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too Iate and
cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordable level.

NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliffl We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legislation fo reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this,
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal CIiff’ campaign.)



Urge NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs!

(*Senior Cltlzen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on

waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
individuals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and

cannot have the benefit “rolled-bac

k” to an affordable level.

NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliffl We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legislation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this.

Please PRINT name clearly

Address and zip code
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be 1nc|uded in their “Off the Fiscal CIiff’ campalgn )




“Urge NYS & NYC: elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs'

- (*Senior Cltlzen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE -FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, ses http://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
individuals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE dunng an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and
cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordable level,

NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliffl We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legisiation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this.

Please PRINT name clearly Address and zip code

SteVeN SiefSKY | 345 wesr 9777 WYe MY josas

Loty Wpod | QUL WFSTL N N o0z

A"fwﬂ,tw Laduvsa | 220 sy 2ovcr aax o WALy

Diona FaseC 50 Leeds Pe Bcon (705

Maritze Henesout] 82 rinam Pue %tciwi 2.0

hant Say ek 350 Rieeideda. N\“f 100>

Dby Bl U 216 105 My gopze—

Yicdons. Ko by § (7 Wartbnd e M jpoes

O\OQ \Ce L@@@'{ 465 )mtﬁ Vi ﬁﬂ N 7&@ ¢ togas

ADMA OBLER 765 (-}me‘rf:R DA AVE #58 Mc, 10025

N

JAm{é %{M 3¢ Wy gf

Arfa,«u,_ Vim Buw&n 1 Gontri P Wedk #7c 0025

Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal Cliff’ campaign.)



“Urge'NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs!

(*Senior Citizen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
individuals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and
cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordable level.

NYC must roliback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliffl We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legislation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this. -

Please PRINT name clearly

Address and zip code
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal CIiff’ campaign.)




————————————— Urge NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs!

(*Senior Citizen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
individuals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and
cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordable level.

NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal clifff We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legisiation to refarm SCRIE and DRIE to allow this.

Please PRINT name clearly
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Return completed petitions to

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be mcluded in their “Off the Fiscal Cliff’ campaign.)



_Urge NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs'

(*Senlor Citizen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists fof affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
individuals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too fate and
cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordable level.

NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal clifff We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legislation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this.

Please PRINT name clearly Address and zip code
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal CIiff” campaign.)
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— “Urge NYS-& NYC-elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programsl

(*Senlor Citizen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

| 200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowmg about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
individuals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and
cannot have the benefit “rolied-back” to an affordable level.

NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income fo help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliff! We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legisiative officials fo pass legisiation fo reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this.

Please PRINT name clearly ,}/~ L Yog Address and zip code
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal Cliff’ campaign.)
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o ‘ﬁUrge NYS-&NYC-elected Officials to-Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs!

(*Senior Cltlzen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http://www liveon-ny.org/housing-pelicy for more information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
individuals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and
cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordable level.

NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income fo help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliff! We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legislation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this,

Please PRINT name clearly Address and zip code :
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Returh completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal Cliff” campaign.)
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'UrgeNYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs!

(*Senior Citizen a

nd Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN ~

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http://www.liveon-ny. orqlhousmq policy for more mformatlon

200,000 older New Yorkers are on‘wai‘ting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled

individuals find out about their elig

Almost 60% of seniors who are en
average annual incomes between

ibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

rolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden,‘ with
$11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and

cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordable level.

NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliffl We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legisiation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this.

Please PRINT name clearly

Address and zip code
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal Cliff” campaign.)



Urge NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs'

(*Senior Citizen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see hitp:/fwww.liveon-ny.ora/housing-policy for more information.

200,000 oider New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
individuals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too Iate and
cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordable level.

NYC must rolthack and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible fenants off the fiscal clifff We
are cang upon NYS and NYC legisiative officials to pass legislation fo reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this.

Please PRINT name clearly Address and zip code
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal Cliff’ campaign.)




| Urge NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs'

" (*Senior Citizen and Dtsabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SVUPPORT-THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more.information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
individuals find out about their ellglblhty for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE contmue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and
cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordable level.

NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliff! We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legislation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to aflow this,

Please PRINT name clearly

Address and 2|p code
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal Cliff’ campaign.)



Urge NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs'

(*Senlor Cltlzen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http://www.liveon- -ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled

mdmduals ﬂnd out about thefr eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE durmg an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of senjors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experlence heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too Iate and
cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordable level.

NYC must roliback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliff! We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legislation to reform SCRIE and DR.'E to allow this.

Please PRINT name clearly ‘ Address and zip code
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Law Project, 51 West 109" Street, NY, NY 10025
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal Cliff" campaign.)



| Urge NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs'

(*Senior Citizen and. Dlsabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organlzed by LiveOn- New 'York, see http://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200, 000 older New Yorkers are on waltmg lists for affordable senior housmg, for an average of 7 years

Four out of ten seniors report not knowmg about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and dasabled
mdlwduals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability CI'IS[S

~ Almost 60% of seniors who are enrofled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
_average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and
cannot have the benefit “roiled-back” to an affordable level. __,_

_ NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliffl We
are cah‘mg upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legislation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow-this.

Please PRINT name clearly Address and zip code
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Law Project, 51 West 109" Street, NY, NY 10025
(Note: we will send to leeOn NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal Cliff’ 'campalgn )



'Urge NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs'

(*Senlor Citizen and Dlsabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)-

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

-Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affofdable senior housing, for an a'verarge of 7 years.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
fndlwduals find out about their. ellglblhty for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE contlnue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and
cannot have the beneﬂt ‘rolled- back to an affordable level.

NYC must rpoack and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliffl We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legislation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this.

Please PRINT narhe clearly

Address and zip code

e/ alv8 q\[a WO(S o)

134 1) 7353 A Joo3

@Zﬂ%

Cavo | Werss()

34 £.77Lf 28 /007<”

NEA L %A_@WFEIZ

S IO blert S5 o A5t 58 W\fc Y

U2 a2 8T K\rp se0

Al Pt < pPLA
SHoMO GSw/RI2

280 M) 86 ST r\/ Tl

\;j osha 'ﬂjf&m

305 Rivereide bm #673 MY NY Lod

30 Rivers)de Dr ?!H'E N-‘f B SN

pod

w(»f'\//l\{l I\)ajkaflu g

Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Law Project, 51 West 109" Street, NY, NY 10025
- (Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal CIiff* campaign.)

028



Urge NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programsI

(*Semor Citizen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see htip://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affbrdable senior housing, for an average of 7 yeafs.

Four out of tén seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many‘ seniors and disabled
ind_ividuals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE'during an affordability crisis._ .

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benef[t too Iate and
cannot have the benefit “rolled- back” to an affordable level.

NYC must roliback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal chff’ We
are callmg upon NYS and NYC legislative officials to pass legislation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow th:s

Please PRINT name clearly Address and zip code
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Law Project, 51 West 109" Street, NY, NY 10025
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal CIiff’ campaign. )




Urge NYS & NYC elected OfflCIals to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programsI

(*Senior Citizen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http://www. liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200, OOO older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 years

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
mdmduals find out about their eligibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and
cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordable level.

NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of housefiold income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal cliffl We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legisiative officials to pass legislation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to aliow this,
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Return completed petitions to:

Goddard Riverside Law Project, 51 West 109™ Street, NY, NY 10025
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal Cliff’ campaign. )



Urge NYS & NYC elected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs'

(*Senior Citizen-and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPA.IGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200, 000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 yea’rs.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowmg about NY Rent Freeze. Teo many seniors and disabled
individuals flnd out about their ellglbllzty for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordablhty crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE contmue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and
cannot have the benefit “rolied-back” toan affordable level.

NYC must rofiback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal-cliff! We
. are calling upon NYS and NYC !egfslatfve officials to pass legislation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this.
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Return completed petitions to

Goddard Riverside Law Project, 51 West 109" Street, NY, NY 10025
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal Cliff" campaign.)




"""Urge"'NYS"'&'NYC‘eIected Officials to Reform SCRIE* & DRIE* programs!

(*Senior Citizen and Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs)

SUPPORT THE “OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF” CAMPAIGN

Organized by LiveOn-New York, see http://www.liveon-ny.org/housing-policy for more information.

200,000 older New Yorkers are on waiting lists for affordable senior housing, for an average of 7 yea'rs.

Four out of ten seniors report not knowing about NY Rent Freeze. Too many seniors and disabled
individuals find out about their efigibility for SCRIE and DRIE during an affordability crisis.

Almost 60% of seniors who are enrolled in SCRIE continue to experience heavy rent burden, with
average annual incomes between $11,000 and $12,000. They find out about the benefit too late and
cannot have the benefit “rolled-back” to an affordable level.

NYC must rollback and cap rents at 1/3 of household income to help eligible tenants off the fiscal clifff We
are calling upon NYS and NYC legisiative officials to pass legislation to reform SCRIE and DRIE to allow this.

Please PRINT name clearly Address and zip code
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Goddard Riverside Family Council, 593 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10024
(Note: we will send to LiveOn-NY to be included in their “Off the Fiscal Cliff’ campaign.)
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FOREWORD

Dear friends and colleagues,

We are pleased to release “Reducing Rent Burden for Elderly New Yorkers: Improving the Senior
Citizen Rent Increase Exemption Program,” a joint policy paper by Enterprise Community Partners,
Inc. and LiveOn NY that addresses the urgent issue of rent burden experienced by the majority of
seniors in New York City’s Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption program (SCRIE). The report is
comprised of an analysis of rent burden among current SCRIE households as well as
recommendations to improve SCRIE and make it a more effective affordable housing preservation

program.

Currently, only an estimated 43 percent of eligible seniors are enrolled in SCRIE, and since rents
are frozen at the level the senior was paying when they entered the program, almost one third of
SCRIE participants pay more than 70 percent of their income on rent. Additionally, the average
annual income of SCRIE participants is less than $17,000. To address these challenges, our report
recommends: 1) a more robust outreach program to increase utilization, and 2) capping rents for

all seniors enrolled in SCRIE at one third of their income.

We strongly believe that SCRIE can be improved to reduce and prevent rent burden among
seniors, ensuring that they can remain stably housed and age with dignity in their communities.
The recommendations we outline in this report can have a meaningful impact and public benefit
by eliminating housing insecurity for thousands of low-income seniors in rent-stabilized housing.

We would like to thank the members of the LiveOn NY Affordable Senior Housing Coalition for
their expert input and collaboration, and for recognizing the need to support New York City’s
vulnerable seniors. We also gratefully acknowledge the contributions of Xiomara Pedraza,
Elizabeth Strojan, Bobbie Sackman and Andrea Cianfrani for their role in the research and

development of this report.

Sincerely,
g JITN e K&AC\ ":)—‘ ‘
/ N
Judi Kende Igal Jellinek
Vice President and New York Market Leader Executive Director
Enterprise Community Partners, Inc. LiveOn NY
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INTRODUCTION

This is a critical time to explore improvements to existing programs and new opportunities to
provide affordable housing options for seniors. As the city’s population of low-income elderly
population increases and housing prices soar, 32 percent of New York City’s single seniors—or over
100,000 older adults—are paying more than 50 percent of their income on housing costs.! If
current trends continue, the number of severely rent-burdened households age 65 and older is
projected to rise 40 percent by 2025 nationally.? In New York City the population 65 and older will
soon outstrip school-aged children.® Unless we intervene now, the number of elderly New Yorkers
paying unsustainable levels of rent will continue to skyrocket, with disastrous impacts for seniors

and our communities.

The Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption (SCRIE) freezes rents for low-income elderly New
Yorkers in rent-regulated housing. It is a unique tool to help reduce housing insecurity for some of
our city’s most vulnerable residents. However, low utilization rates for the program and high rent
burdens for many seniors enrolled in SCRIE present problems, both for senior households and the
greater community. This report proposes possible solutions to improve SCRIE to make it a more
effective affordable housing preservation program and discusses the costs and benefits of the

recommendations. The specific recommendations discussed are to:
e Ensure seniors enrolled in SCRIE are not rent burdened
e  Create a more robust outreach program to enroll more eligible seniors

The recommendations will require a statutory change from the New York State Legislature, and an

outreach campaign can be created by New York City.

1. Citizens Budget Commission, Whose Burden Is It Anyway? Housing Affordability In New York City
By Household Characteristics, November 2015: http://www.cbcny.org/sites/default/files/REPORT _
RENTBURDEN_11122015_1.pdf

2. Enterprise Community Partners and the Harvard Joint Center for Housing Studies, Projecting Trends
in Severely Cost-Burdened Renters, 2015: http://www.enterprisecommunity.com/resources/Resour
ceDetails?ID=0100886#sthash.dnZ4yqT1.Cl1blQDI.dpuf

3. New York City Department of City Planning, New York City Population Projections by Age/Sec
& Borough, 2010-2040, Aug. 2015: http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/pdf/census/projections_
report_2010_2040.pdf
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BACKGROUND ON SCRIE

The Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption (SCRIE) was created by New York State statute in 1970
in order to help ease rent burdens of elderly residents in several municipalities statewide,
including New York City. The program freezes rents for residents of rent-regulated housing who are
over the age of 62 and paying more than one-third of their income on rent. Landlords receive the
difference between the contract rent and the frozen rent in refundable property tax credits. The
cost of the program, therefore, stems from forgone property tax revenue. In New York City, the
program is administered by the Department of Finance (DOF) and the Department of Housing

Preservation and Development (HPD).

Applicants to SCRIE must be heads of household and reside in housing that is rent controlled, rent
stabilized, or part of the Mitchell Lama program. Additionally, applicants must have annual
household incomes of no more than $50,000 and pay more than 33 percent of their income on
rent to qualify.

UNDERUTILIZATION OF SCRIE

The average SCRIE participant has been in the program for 9 years, has an average household size
of 1.4 persons, and is over 75 years old with an income of just $16,504.*

Unfortunately, utilization rates for SCRIE remain very low—currently around 43 percent or
approximately 52,000 households across the city out of a possible 121,729 who would qualify.?
Figure 1, below, maps neighborhood underutilization rates for all five boroughs.

There are many reasons eligible older adults may not be enrolled in SCRIE, including a lack of
public awareness, as well as language barriers or fear of landlord retribution. Efforts to increase
enrollment, then, should include an outreach campaign to both tenants and landlords.

4, The NYC Department of Finance, Report on the New York City Rent Freeze Program: Identifying and
Enrolling Eligible Households, 2015: https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/finance/downloads/pdf/scrie/
scrie_drie_report.pdf

5. The NYC Department of Finance, Report on the New York City Rent Freeze Program: Identifying and
Enrolling Eligible Households, 2015: https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/finance/downloads/pdf/scrie/
scrie_drie_report.pdf

I ——
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REDUCING RENT BURDEN FOR ELDERLY NEW YORKERS

SCRIE Under-utilization by Sub-Borough Areas

1 Mott Haven/Hunts Point
2 Morrisania/East Tremont
3 Highbridge/S.Concourse

4 Univ.Heights/Fordham

5 Kings Heights/Mosholu

6 Riverdale/Kingsbridge 36 Central Harlem
7 Soundview/Parkchester 37 East Harlem

8Throgs Neck/Co-op City

9 Pelham Parkway

10 Williamsbridge/Baychester
11 Williamsburg/Greenpoint 41 Jackson Heights
12 Brooklyn Heights/Ft. Greene 42 Elmhurst/Corona
13 Bedford Stuyvesant

14 Bushwick

15 East New York/Starrett City
16 Park Slope/Carroll Gardens
17 Sunset Park

39 Astoria

19 South Crown Heights 49 Bayside/Little Neck
20 Bay Ridge 50 Jamaica

21 Bensonhurst 51 Bellerose/Rosedale
22 Borough Park 52 Rockaways

23 Coney Island 53 North Shore

24 Flatbush 54 Mid Island

25 Sheepshead Bay/Gravesend 55 South Shore
26 Brownsville/Ocean Hill

27 East Flatbush

28 Flatlands/Canarsie

29 Green.Village/Fin.District

30 L.East Side/Chinatown -
31 Chelsea/Clinton/Midtown
32 Stuy.Town/Turtle Bay

33 Upper West Side

34 Upper East Side

Figure 1. Source: LiveOn NY analysis of SCRIE under-utilization (2015)

35 Morning.Heights/Hamilton Heights

38 Washington Heights/Inwood

40 Sunnyside/Woodside

43 Middle Village/Ridgewood
44 Forest Hills/Rego Park

45 Flushing/Whitestone

46 Hillcrest/Fresh Meadows
47 Kew Gardens/Woodhaven
18 N.Crown Heights/Pros.Heights 48 Howard Beach/S.0zone Par

-Greater than 71% under-utilization
- Between 50 - 70% under-utilization
Under 49% under-utilization

ENTERPRISE COMMUNITY PARTNERS, INC., LIVEON NY |
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REDUCING RENT BURDEN FOR ELDERLY NEW YORKERS

RENT BURDEN AMONG SCRIE HOUSEHOLDS

SCRIE freezes rents at current levels as of the time of enrollment, but because paying in excess of
one third of income is a criterion for eligibility, it guarantees that participants must initially be (and
may remain) rent burdened. Households paying one third or more of income for shelter are
considered moderately rent burdened, while those paying half or more are considered severely
rent burdened.

When Enterprise analyzed the depth and extent of rent burden experienced by seniors who are
enrolled in SCRIE, it was evident that a majority of SCRIE beneficiaries are severely rent burdened
(spending over 50 percent of their income on rent) and almost a third are paying over 70 percent
of their income towards rent.

Figure 2 provides a graphic breakdown of beneficiaries who are rent burdened as well as their
rent-to-income ratios. The majority (55 percent) of beneficiaries are severely rent burdened.
Included in this group are households spending between 50 percent and 70 percent of their
income (a quarter of all beneficiaries) and those spending above 70 percent of their income on
housing (almost a third of all beneficiaries, or over 15,000 households).

Impact of Reducing Rent Burdens for Current SCRIE Participants

L<33%

434 -50%

51-70%

H>70%

Figure 2. Source: Enterprise analysis of Monthly Tenant Abatement Credit from NYC Department of Finance (November
2015)
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REDUCING RENT BURDEN FOR ELDERLY NEW YORKERS

Ms. S is a 77-year-old SCRIE
beneficiary and Holocaust
survivor. Her rent under SCRIE
is $961. She receives SSI in the
amount of 5820, 5187 in food
stamps, and an Article 2 fund
at about 5330 monthly. Ms. S
runs out of money every
month and can’t afford to buy
groceries so her daughter
sometimes buys food for her.
After paying for rent, utility
bills and household items, Ms.
S doesn’t have much left over.
She told me, “Prices for food
are rising, everything gets
more expensive while | am still
getting the same SSI and food
stamp money.” — Selfhelp
representative

Table 1 further analyzes the number of households within the SCRIE program who are rent
burdened and severely rent burdened. It also depicts the median annual household income of
SCRIE beneficiaries within each category of rent burden status as well as their monthly residual

income after housing costs.

The data indicates that the lower the income of SCRIE households, the more likely they are to
suffer from severe rent burdens. According to our analysis, over 26,000 beneficiaries of SCRIE are
severely rent burdened and have a median income of $11,000 per year. Within that sub
population, the average residual income leftover after rent is a mere $183 per month to purchase

food, utilities, basic necessities and health care.

SCRIE Rent Burden Breakdown

Median Residual

Income

Number of
Rent Burden Status
Income

Households

Not Rent burdened 7,139 $23,122.80 $1,389.86
(<33% income on rent)

Rent Burdened 14,576 $20,168.94 $988.86
(34%-50% income on rent)

Severely Rent Burdened 26,574 $11,327.75 $183.40
(>50% income on rent)

Table 1. Source: Enterprise analysis of Monthly Tenant Abatement Credit from NYC Department of Finance
(November 2015)

Rent-burdened seniors (those paying over 33 percent of their income, but below 50 percent of
their income in rent) feel the strain as well. This group has a median income just over $20,000,
often leaving them ineligible for benefits like food stamps. For many seniors, high health care costs
and other expenses in addition to rent burden can leave these seniors teetering the edge of
destitution.

ENTERPRISE COMMUNITY PARTNERS, INC., LIVEON NY | 8



REDUCING RENT BURDEN FOR ELDERLY NEW YORKERS

IMPACTS ON SENIORS AND COMMUNITIES

B ] ) ] While all older adults face challenges as they age, those who are low- and moderate-income
A.O. is a 74-year-old Hispanic

L renters face the greatest difficulties because they often have little wealth or savings when they
female living in the Bronx. Her

. . retire. While the typical homeowner aged 65 and over has enough wealth to cover nursing home
income is 51,064 and her rent
is $1,332. LiveOn NY helped
her apply for SCRIE and her

rent is now frozen, but her rent

costs for 42 months and enough non-housing wealth to last 15 months, the median older renter

cannot afford even one month in a nursing home.®

Living in unaffordable housing is detrimental to any household, especially those with low incomes.
exceeds her income. She also

has SNAP benefits and is a

recipient of the Medicare

For elderly residents on fixed incomes, paying too much on rent leads to unhealthy outcomes, like
skipping meals or doctor visits, not filling prescriptions, and living in extremely vulnerable
situations. Oftentimes, when low-income seniors are vulnerable and housing insecure, the
Savings program, all of which  gjtyation is ripe for elder abuse.”
help her survive on her fixed

income.” Conversely, studies have shown that affordable housing for low-income senior households leads to

—LiveOn NY representative increased spending on food and preventative healthcare. In 2014, The Joint Center for Housing

Studies at Harvard University found that “on average, severely rent-burdened households...spend
more than 40 percent less on food than households living in housing they can afford...[and]
households aged 50-64 with severe rent burdens also spend roughly 70 percent less on health

care as well as on retirement savings.”®

There are also potential implications for the city’s rent-stabilized housing stock. Since SCRIE applies
to rent-regulated housing, preserving stable housing opportunities within these buildings
maintains affordability and prevents deregulation. Since 2007, more than 50,000 stabilized
apartments have been deregulated all over the city.® Deregulation of rent-stabilized apartments
often occurs when the apartment unit becomes vacant, also known as vacancy deregulation. If we
are serious about preserving affordable housing, SCRIE should be improved and utilized as a
powerful tool to curb the loss of stabilized units across all five boroughs because it prevents unit
turnover and allows long-time residents to remain in their community after retirement.

6. Enterprise Community Partners and the Harvard Joint Center for Housing Studies, Projecting Trends
in Severely Cost-Burdened Renters, 2015: http://www.enterprisecommunity.com/resources/Resour
ceDetails?I1D=0100886#sthash.dnZ4yqT1.Cl1blQDI.dpuf

7. Elder abuse is underreported. The actual incidence rate in New York State is nearly 24 times
greater than the number of cases referred to social service, law enforcement or legal authorities,
and the most common self-reported form of elder abuse is financial exploitation. Source:
Lifespan of Greater Rochester, Inc. Weill Cornell Medical Center of Cornell University, New
York City Department for the Aging, Under the Radar: New York State Elder Abuse Prevalence
Study: Self-Reported Prevalence And Documented Case Surveys Final Report, May 2011: http://
staticl.squarespace.com/static/562a3197e4b0493d4ffd3105/t/56e70aal86db4376449146
0f/1457982121686/UndertheRadar051211.pdf

8. Joint Center for Housing Studies, Housing America’s Older Adults: Meeting the Needs of an Aging
Population, September 2014: http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/sites/jchs.harvard.edu/files/jchs-
housing_americas_older_adults_2014.pdf

9. Alberts, Hana R. Curbed NY, “Mapping the Rent-Stabilized Apartments NYC’s Lost Since 2007,” July
15, 2015: http://ny.curbed.com/2015/7/15/9940218/mapping-the-rent-stabilized-apartments-nycs-
lost-since-2007
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REDUCING RENT BURDEN FOR ELDERLY NEW YORKERS

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

ENSURE SENIORS ENROLLED IN SCRIE ARE NOT RENT BURDENED

Based on the growing need to address rent burdens among vulnerable seniors, we believe that
SCRIE should help eliminate housing insecurity for low- and moderate-income older adults. To
achieve this goal, SCRIE can be strengthened to ensure seniors enrolled in the program are not
rent burdened. Two possible modifications are to cap rents at one third or one half of household
income for beneficiaries of the program. The difference between the legal rent and the capped
rent can continue to be supplemented via the property tax abatement. Below is Enterprise’s
analysis of the costs of reducing rent burden via the modifications described.

Impact of Reducing Rent Burdens for Current SCRIE Participants

Rent Burden & Severe Rent Burden Estimated Annual
Among SCRIE Participants Cost

Possible SCRIE Modifications

Current Baseline 85% are Rent Burdened $137 million
55% are Severely Rent Burdened

Capping rents at 33% income 0% would be Rent Burdened $324 million
0% would be Severely Rent Burdened

50% income 0% would be Severely Rent Burdened $225 million

Table 2 Source: Enterprise analysis of Monthly Tenant Abatement Credit from NYC Department of Finance
(November 2015)

In order to calculate the cost of the SCRIE program to the city, the monthly abatement given to
participating property owners for each SCRIE beneficiary was multiplied by twelve to illustrate the
dollar amount of forgone tax revenue within a given year. The analysis determined that SCRIE
currently costs the city approximately $137 million a year in forgone property taxes. It is important
to note that if efforts to increase utilization of SCRIE are effective, the program cost would increase

beyond the numbers shown here (see next page for more detailed cost analysis).

Capping rents at 33 percent of household income would effectively eliminate rent burden for all
beneficiaries at a cost of $324 million at current enrollment levels. Capping rents at 50 percent of
household income would solve for severe rent burden—targeting the lowest-income households—
and cost the city less, at $225 million. However, rolling back rents to no greater than 50 percent of
income would not improve the financial circumstances of elderly households who are paying

between 33 percent and 49 percent of their income toward their housing.

I ——
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REDUCING RENT BURDEN FOR ELDERLY NEW YORKERS

CREATE AN OUTREACH PROGRAM TO ENROLL MORE ELIGIBLE SENIORS

Fortunately, the city is actively working to improve the SCRIE program through a task force under
the Department of Finance. Processes for renewals and benefit transfers are being streamlined.
DOF is also organizing a “Freeze Your Rent” outreach campaign targeting neighborhoods with low
utilization rates and working with community-based organizations. These efforts are laudable;
however, they could be supplemented by increased grassroots outreach and a public awareness

campaign.

For instance, in 2014, the Mayor’s Office of Community Affairs and the Department of Education
launched an aggressive grassroots campaign to recruit and enroll families in universal pre-K, which
included a team of dedicated enrollment specialists who called families and canvassed local
communities. Outreach specialists made hundreds of thousands of phone calls to share
information about the program and provide direct assistance completing the application. In
addition, the Department of Education launched media campaigns in subways, bus stations, and
print outlets, in both English and Spanish, and even created a text message hotline to allow
families to access information from their cell phones. If a similar outreach campaign were funded
to enroll older adults in SCRIE while also capping rents at more affordable levels, utilization could
increase dramatically, saving thousands of seniors from extreme rent burden or eviction and

helping to preserve thousands of rent-stabilized units.

Working with landlords could also increase SCRIE enrollment. The city could provide an “opt-in”
option on rent-regulated lease renewals so that tenants are made aware that they may qualify and
have an application sent to them upon signing a lease. To prevent evictions and the associated
costs of eviction proceedings and shelter utilization, all qualifying seniors facing eviction through
the housing court system should be automatically enrolled in SCRIE.

SCRIE Rent Burden Breakdown

Estimated Annual Cost Enrollment Rate
Current (43%) 70%
Current Program—Rent Freeze $137 million $241 million $344 million
(baseline)
50% Rent Cap $225 million $398 million $569 million
33% Rent Cap $324 million $572 million $817 million

Table 3. Source: Enterprise analysis of Monthly Tenant Abatement Credit from NYC Department of Finance
(November 2015)

I ——
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Efforts to increase utilization and reduce severe rent burdens will inevitably come with more cost.
Keeping seniors stably housed in their communities, however, is a worthwhile investment with the
potential to save millions by preventing the use of other costly public services. Table 3 depicts the
estimated annual cost of the current SCRIE program and the two rent reduction modifications
discussed in this report, along with possible enrollment rate increases to 70 percent and 100
percent. Implications of increased enrollment were calculated using the average benefit per
participant under the current program as well as the modified programs multiplied by the
appropriate proportion of households. This calculation does not take into consideration any
changes in the SCRIE-eligible population over time. Changes in the population eligible for SCRIE
may occur due to changes in the rent-regulated housing stock or changes in the older adult

population with incomes at or below $50,000.

CONCLUSION

Although the rent-burden reduction, outreach and public awareness campaign discussed above
present significant costs to the city, the costs of inaction are potentially much higher. Those costs
are born by our elderly family members, neighbors, our communities, and our public safety net
system. Therefore, we recommend improving the current program so that rents are capped at 33
percent of household income for eligible senior households and significantly increasing public
awareness and outreach efforts. This will help stabilize households and prevent costly losses of

rent-regulated housing as well as the use of homelessness services.

I ——
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REDUCING RENT BURDEN FOR ELDERLY NEW YORKERS

APPENDIX: MAPS OF SCRIE RENT-BURDENED DISTRICTS

Avg. Rent Burden of SCRIE Beneficiary by ;
City Council District
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REDUCING RENT BURDEN FOR ELDERLY NEW YORKERS

- Avg. Rent Burden of SCRIE Beneficiary by
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LENOX HILL NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE
SINCE 1894

Testimony of Lenox Hill Neighborhood House Before
The New York City Council Committees on Aging and Finance
Oversight: Department of Finance’s Administration of the Rent Freeze Program

January 21, 2020

Good afternoon, Chairs and Members of the Committees on Aging and Finance. My name is
Alexandra Brandes and | am the Policy and Advocacy Manager at Lenox Hill Neighborhood
House. Thank you for the opportunity to testify today at this oversight hearing examining the
New York City Department of Finance’s administration of the Rent Freeze Program (SCRIE and
DRIE).

1. Lenox Hill Neighborhood House
Lenox Hill Neighborhood House is a 126-year-old settlement house that provides an extensive
array of effective and integrated human services—social, educational, legal, health, housing,
mental health, nutritional and fitness—which significantly improve the lives of 15,000 people in
need each year, ages 3 to 103, on the East Side of Manhattan.

The Legal Advocacy Department at the Neighborhood House provides comprehensive civil legal
services to low-income individuals and families in Manhattan. Our attorneys, advocates, and
volunteers assist thousands of New Yorkers with litigation, applications, adjustments, renewals
and appeals related to eviction prevention and maintaining their housing each year. Since 2011,
we have worked with pro bono partners coordinated through New York Lawyers for the Public
Interest (NYLPI) to have attorneys from Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP, the
CitiLegal Pro Bono Initiative, Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP, and Morgan Stanley assist clients
with Rent Freeze Program applications and renewals. Together, we have helped 1,498
individuals from 78 different zip codes receive Rent Freeze Program benefits. Additionally, we
provide educational workshops about the Rent Freeze Program to our community members
and other service providers throughout New York City.

2. The Department of Finance Proposed Rule for the Rent Freeze Program
The Rent Freeze Program has operated without rules since its inception. Recently, the
Department of Finance (“DOF”) issued a proposed rule for the Rent Freeze Program (“proposed
rule”). While we were encouraged by DOF’s attempts to make the Rent Freeze Program more
accessible—allowing applicants to apply at any time, rather than only at lease renewal;
expanding ability to establish tenancy succession rights with other documents rather than only
a lease; and relieving a widowed spouse of the obligation to submit a formal benefit takeover



application—we noted several instances in the proposed rule that would have been more
restrictive than current DOF practice.

1. Several definitions are very narrowly written, including: agent; initial eligibility date;
head of household; surviving member of household; and good cause.

2. The tenant would be required to submit a fully executed lease, a “deemed” lease, or
other “acceptable proof of tenancy.” This would create an insurmountable barrier to
the Rent Freeze Program for tenants in SROs who do not have leases, tenants who
never receive a counter-signed lease from their landlord, and tenants who do not
receive a rent bill or have another utility in their name. Previously, these tenants
could use the Certification of No Renewal Lease Form to receive and maintain their
Rent Freeze Program benefit. However, under the proposed rule they would be
barred from using this form for more than two consecutive lease terms.

3. DOF would require the tenant to pay the legal rent increase until a lease is obtained.
This punishes the tenant who has no control over whether the landlord sends or
countersigns a lease.

4. Tenants would be limited to one application each year. There should be no limit to
how many applications someone can submit.

5. The landlord and building owners would be allowed to request revocation of the
Rent Freeze Program upon suspicion the tenant is not eligible. The landlord should
only be able to engage in the revocation of Rent Freeze Program benefits when the
tenant has died, and the apartment has been permanently vacated.

6. Tenants would be prohibited from receiving rental subsidies and the Rent Freeze
Program. This would harm many low-income tenants. For example, tenants who rely
on the Rent Freeze Program to qualify for CityFHEPS would lose both benefits and be
unable to pay for their apartment.

7. The Rent Freeze Program rent would be the rent in effect immediately before the
date the application is approved rather than the rent on the prior lease. This means
every tenant will be required to pay a frozen rent that is at least one legal rent
increase greater than the frozen rent that they would be required to pay under
current rules.

8. Arent reduction order for a tenant living in uninhabitable conditions would be
provided to DOF. This would take money away from a tenant living in uninhabitable
conditions and contradict the Administrative Code.

9. Atenant would be responsible for incorrectly receiving the Rent Freeze Program,
regardless of fault. This is contrary to caselaw and seeks to punish a tenant for an
agency mistake.

a. Insufficient notice
Our office received notification from the Department of Finance on November 13, 2019, the
public hearing and comment period closure were scheduled for December 3, 2019. This
provided advocates and the community a very short window to prepare testimony, especially
considering the Thanksgiving holiday. At the hearing on December 3, 2019, DOF acknowledged
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the short time-frame and agreed to leave the comment period open longer. On December 21,
2019, we received a follow-up email from DOF that comments would be accepted through the
end of the year. Again, a very short time-frame to comment over a holiday, Christmas. We hope
that DOF will provide more notice in the future to advocates and community groups to receive
more input on proposed rule changes.

3. Other Recommendations Regarding the Rent Freeze Program
Recent legislation at the State and Federal level have had implications for the Rent Freeze
Program.

a. Housing Stability and Tenant Protection Act of 2019
The Housing Stability and Tenant Protection Act of 2019 (“HSTPA”) made several changes that
have implications for Rent Freeze Program recipients. We recommend DOF make the following

changes:
. Tenants who have a lifetime preferential rent under the HSTPA be permitted to
adjust the frozen rent to the lifetime preferential rent.
. Tenants who had the Rent Freeze Program because their legal regulated rent

was more than one-third of their income, but their preferential rent was not one-third
of their income and their lifetime preferential rent is not one-third of their income,
should be grandfathered into the Rent Freeze Program to maintain their benefits.

. The tax abatement credit (“TAC”) should be corrected as landlords are no longer
able to collect Fuel Cost Adjustments for tenants in rent control units.

b. Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (“tax reform”) caused the revision of several tax forms,
including Form 1040 for a U.S. Individual Income Tax Return. The version used before tax
reform had separate lines for IRA distributions and pensions and annuities (“lines 15 and 16”).
However, the new form has only one line for IRA distributions, pensions, and annuities (“line
4”). This impacts Rent Freeze Program beneficiaries because their IRA distributions are not
countable income, but pensions and annuities are countable income. As such, when applicants
apply for the Rent Freeze Program, and submit the new tax form, everything on line 4 is
considered countable income because it is impossible to distinguish from the new Form 1040
what portion of the amount is attributed to the IRA distributions. Our office has had two clients
who were erroneously denied because their IRA distributions were incorrectly counted as
income. While we are currently helping these two clients appeal, we are afraid there are
countless other older adults and people with disabilities who have also been wrongfully denied.
We ask that DOF be required to review all denials since tax reform to identify the denials that
were the result of the income indicated on line 4. In those cases, we recommend that DOF be
required to request additional information to determine what portion of the income listed on
line 4 is countable income based on year-end statements. Going forward we recommend that
tenants who indicate income on line 4 be required to submit year-end statements before an
eligibility determination is issued by DOF.



Conclusion

We appreciate the Council’s investigation of these pressing matters and are hopeful that with
action by the Council the concerns we have described can be addressed. Thank you again for
the opportunity to testify today. As advocates, we applaud the City Council’s decision to hold
these hearings and to examine the status of the programs. The Rent Freeze Program is a lifeline
for older adults and people with disabilities throughout New York City and we look forward to
its continued improvement.
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LENOX HILL NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

December 3, 2019

NYC Dept. of Finance
Legal Affairs Division
375 Pearl St., 30% FI.
New York, N.Y. 10038
laroset@finance.nyc.gov

Re: Proposed Changes to SCRIE/DRIE Rules, Chapter 52 of Title 19, RCNY
To the NYC Department of Finance:

We write regarding the Department of Finance’s (“DOF”) proposed rule (“proposed rule”) change to
Chapter 52 of Title 19 of the Rules of the City of New York, regarding Senior Citizen Rent Increase
Exemption & Disabled Rent Increase Exemption programs (“SCRIE/DRIE”), because it will remove critical
housing stability for older adults and people with disabilities.

SCRIE/DRIE was created over 50 years ago to ameliorate the effects of ever-increasing rents on low-
income seniors and people with disabilities and to protect them from unaffordable rent increases that
cause their rent to exceed one-third of their incomes and which might otherwise result in their eviction,
homelessness, and institutionalization. Without SCRIE/DRIE, low-income seniors and people with
disabilities would be forced to leave their apartments, our community and ultimately, New York City. It
would not be possible for low-income seniors or people with disabilities to afford rising rents and Major
Capital Improvements increases (“MCls”) while living on fixed incomes that rise very little each year.
SCRIE/DRIE is the ultimate life-line that allows our seniors and people with disabilities to age in place
and remain an integral part of our diverse City; thus, it must remain accessible.

Introduction

Lenox Hill Neighborhood House (“the Neighborhood House”) was founded in 1894 as a free
kindergarten for immigrant children. We serve 15,000 low-income individuals annually through a wide
array of effective and integrated services — social, educational, legal, housing, health, mental health,
nutrition, and fitness. The Neighborhood House’s clients, who range in age from 3 to 103, represent the
full diversity of New York City.

Our Housing Experience and Expertise

The Legal Advocacy Department at the Neighborhood House provides comprehensive civil legal services
to low-income individuals and families in Manhattan. Our attorneys, advocates, and volunteers assist
thousands of New Yorkers with litigation, applications, adjustments, renewals and appeals related to



eviction prevention and maintaining their housing each year. Since 2011, we have worked with pro bono
partners coordinated through New York Lawyers for the Public Interest (NYLPI) to have attorneys from
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP, the CitiLegal Pro Bono Initiative, Weil, Gotshal & Manges
LLP, and Morgan Stanley assist clients with SCRIE/DRIE applications and renewals. Together, we have
helped 1,498 individuals from 78 different zip codes receive SCRIE/DRIE. Additionally, we provide
educational workshops about SCRIE/DRIE to our community members and other service providers
throughout New York City.

We Support DOF’s Development of Proposed Rules

As there have not previously been rules for SCRIE/DRIE, we support the development of rules to further
the goals of the program. Specifically, we believe the following rules will support the goals of
maintaining affordable housing for seniors and people with disabilities:

1. Applications § 52-02(a)

0 The proposed rule permits tenants to apply for benefits at any time that the person
meets the program’s eligibility requirements as this change will expand potential
program eligibility. Previously, applications from individuals who meet the eligibility
criteria has been permitted just at the moment of lease renewal which has been
challenging for people who experience a delay in lease renewal or a change in financial
circumstances between lease renewals. This change would allow more people to access
SCRIE/DRIE.

0 The proposed rule appropriately expands the applicant’s ability to establish tenancy
rights by submitting a court order or DHCR Remaining Family Member ruling on
succession rights instead of only based on a lease signed by the landlord. As many
landlord’s challenge succession claims and do not provide a lease during the litigation,
this will provide an important opportunity for people to establish their tenancy and
retain their program eligibility during this process.

2. Head of Household Succession Rights § 52-07(b)(2)(i)

0 The proposed rule appropriately relieves a spouse or domestic partner of the obligation
to submit a formal benefit takeover application. This change will make it much easier for
spouses and domestic partners to maintain SCRIE/DRIE.

We Oppose Several Proposed Rules and Recommend Changes

Below, we have identified several proposed rules that we oppose because they will result in the denial
or termination of SCRIE/DRIE.

1. Definitions § 52-01
Of the many definitions in the proposed rule, we have concerns about the following:

e “agent” — Under the proposed rule, the definition of agent is limited to someone with a
court appointed guardian or power of attorney. This definition should be modified to
include attorneys and anyone officially listed as a tenant representative with DOF,
consistent with other benefit applications in the City.

2



“initial eligibility date” — Under the proposed rule, the initial eligibility date is the first
day of the first month after the date an application is approved. This definition will
adversely affect clients who struggle to apply timely due to their age or disability and
may wrongfully incentive city employees to delay their determinations to generate
more revenue. Further, this is contrary to the Administrative Code of the City of New
York, which states that an approval order “shall take effect on the first day of the first
month after receipt of such application. ..” NYC Admin. Code §§26-405(m); 26-
509(b)(5). This definition should be modified to the first day of the month after the
application is submitted.

“head of household” — Under the proposed rule, only one person can be designated as
the “head of household.” This will result in arbitrary denials of beneficiary status
because the program permits only one person to be designated as a head of
household. This definition affects other provisions, such as § 52-05(b)(2). This definition
should be modified to permit multiple heads of household because it would facilitate
benefit takeovers and provide an easier renewal process, as either head of household
could renew.

“surviving member of household” — Under the proposed rule, surviving household
member is defined as a “member of the household who has been granted succession
rights to, and continues to live in, an apartment after the head(s) of household who
held a current, valid tax abatement certificate either dies or permanently leaves the
household.” This definition fails to consider that it can take years for household
members to be officially recognized as successor by landlord or court. For example, our
client, Mr. T., lived with his mother, who was a SCRIE beneficiary. He was listed on her
household composition on her SCRIE renewals, and when she passed away in 2017, he
was able to take over her benefit, as he is eligible for SCRIE himself. However, his
landlord has refused to acknowledge his right to the apartment, and we have been
litigating his succession case for over two years. If he did not have a current SCRIE
benefit, the rent in the apartment would exceed his income, and he would not be able
to remain in the apartment, regardless of his right to it. This definition also affects
other provisions, such as §52-07, regarding head of household (see above). This
definition should not require the household member be “granted succession rights” to
retain SCRIE/DRIE benefits.

“Good cause” - Under the proposed rule, good cause is defined as “hospitalization for
documented illness or medical condition...unit damaged by fire, flood, natural
catastrophe...other exceptional circumstances.” We find this definition will make it
harder for people on SCRIE/DRIE to receive an exemption based on “good cause.”
Many SCRIE/DRIE clients have issues that do not rise to the level of hospitalization or
natural catastrophe that prevent them from renewing their benefit in a timely manner.
For example, Mr. B. suffered severe depression that made it difficult for him to handle
daily activities, such as opening his mail. He did not renew his SCRIE/DRIE for two years.



Recently, we were given a reasonable accommodation as his depression was deemed
to be “good cause” and he can get retroactive SCRIE/DRIE benefits once he is able to
show that he was eligible for SCRIE/DRIE over the past two years. If Mr. B’s frozen rent
is not restored to the old SCRIE/DRIE frozen rent, his rent would be frozen at 60% of his
income with a new application, as opposed to 40% of his income with a good cause
exemption, a significant difference. Under the proposed rule Mr. B’s rent would
increase 20%. This definition should be modified to provide more expansive
opportunities to receive an exception for good cause.

2. Applications and Renewals §52-02

The proposed rule would make it more difficult for tenants to obtain and maintain their
SCRIE/DRIE. First, the proposed rule requires a fully executed lease, signed by the tenant and the
landlord, or a “deemed” lease. This is problematic because many tenants do not receive leases
or fully executed leases from their landlords. Also “deemed” lease renewals are significantly
constrained. (See, RPL § 232-c and RSC § 2523.5; Samson Mgt. LLC v. Hubert, 28 Misc.3d 29 (AT
2d Dep’t 2010), aff'd, 92 A.D.3d 932 (2d Dep’t 2012).)

Second, DOF is also requiring the tenant submit “acceptable proof of tenancy” such as a rent
due statement or utility bill in the tenant’s name. This places an unnecessary and unfair burden
on the tenant as some landlords do not send rent due statements and some tenants do not pay
utilities or may have utility bills in the name of a family member who is not the primary tenant.
Although previously, DOF allowed tenants to submit a Certification of No Renewal Lease Form as
acceptable proof of tenancy when a lease was not available, the proposed rules state that the
form cannot be utilized for two consecutive periods without the tenant submitting the missing
lease. Effectively, this will punish tenants for something completely out of their control and
either require litigation around getting the lease—which could take years—and would
undermine their SCRIE/DRIE eligibility.

Further, DOF states the tenant would bear the burden of paying the legal rent increase until a
signed lease is obtained from the landlord. It is much more appropriate for the landlord to bear
the loss of an increased tax credit when it is the landlord that is failing to provide a signed lease.
Placing the burden of paying a rent increase on the tenant during the period that the landlord
withholds the signed lease, runs counter to the very purpose of the Rent Increase Exemption
Law.

Third, the proposed rule states that a tenant may only submit one initial application and, if
applicable, one renewal application each calendar year. This will make it more difficult for
tenants to receive SCRIE/DRIE. For example, if a client should apply on their own, but get
wrongly denied, and require assistance from an advocate to obtain the correct eligibility
determination, they would be arbitrarily precluded SCRIE/DRIE until the next calendar year.

We recommend that the proposed rule not require a fully executed or deemed lease, allow the
use of the Certification of No Renewal Lease Form indefinitely, the submission of multiple
applications and/or renewals within a given calendar year, and the burden of paying the legal
rent increase be placed on the landlord rather than the tenant as these changes will help clients
maintain their SCRIE/DRIE.



3. Revocation §52-02(m)

Under the proposed rule, building owners can request revocation of SCRIE/DRIE where the
beneficiary has died; the apartment has been permanently vacated; the tenant has been
approved for other rental subsidies; and upon suspicion the beneficiary is not entitled to
benefits. We oppose two of these grounds for requests of revocation: rental subsidies (which is
discussed in more detail in the next section) and upon suspicion. We find allowing building
owners the opportunity to revoke SCRIE/DRIE upon suspicion the beneficiary is not entitled to
benefits completely inappropriate and ripe for misuse. Tenants are already required to prove
eligibility annually or bi-annually, which is sufficient to remove any ineligible tenants from the
program without landlord or building owner interference. We recommend subsidies and upon
suspicion be removed from the proposed rule regarding revocation.

4. Subsidies §52-05(c)

Under DOF’s proposed rule, tenants receiving rental subsidies would lose their eligibility to
receive SCRIE/DRIE, which we oppose. The proposed rule has a blanket ineligibility statement
even though there are many tenants receiving HRA subsidies that require SCRIE/DRIE to reduce
their rental obligation, pursuant to RSL § 26-509b(iv)(b). For example, Ms. W. receives
SCRIE/DRIE. She also applied for CityFHEPS, as her frozen rent exceeds her income. To qualify for
CityFHEPS the maximum rent for one person must be less than $1,246.00. Without SCRIE/DRIE,
Ms. W’s legal regulated rent would exceed that maximum threshold and she would be ineligible
for CityFHEPS and unable to stay in her apartment, where she has lived for 20 years. Thus, any
ineligibility or revocation due solely to the receipt of subsidies should be removed from the
proposed rule.

5. Receipt of Benefit § 52-03(b)(1), §52-03(b)(5) & §52-20(c)

There are three proposals regarding receipt of benefits that we oppose. First, §52-03(b)(1) alters
the rent amount that will be used to set the legal regulated rent in a very problematic way that
will harm eligible beneficiaries. The proposed rule sets the legal regulated rent based on the
rent in effect immediately before the date that the application is approved, i.e., “the initial
eligibility date.” The current rule sets the legal regulated rent based on the prior lease preceding
the application/eligibility date. This means that in virtually every case in which an eligible tenant
applies for benefits, the tenant will be required to pay a frozen rent that is at least one legal rent
increase greater than the frozen rent that they would be required to pay under current rules.

Second, §52-03(b)(5) states that where the tenant has a rent reduction order, DOF takes the
benefit, not the tenant. This is unreasonable because if a tenant is living with uninhabitable
conditions, they should be entitled to the financial benefit for having to live with violations of
the warranty of habitability, not DOF. Further, it is contrary to the Administrative Code of the
City of New York, which states: “When a rent reduction order is issued by the [city rent agency]
or [state division of housing and community renewal], the amount of the reduction shall be
subtracted from the rent payable by the tenant specified in a currently valid rent exemption
order issued pursuant to this subdivision. The landlord may not collect from the tenant a sum of
rent exceeding the adjusted amount while the rent reduction order is in effect.” NYC Admin.
Code §§26-405(m)((3)((iv)(c) and 26-509(b)(3)(d)(iii).



Third, §52-20(c) states if the tenant incorrectly receives SCRIE/DRIE, the tenant is responsible for
the difference regardless of whose fault it is. This is contrary to caselaw, which clearly states: “It
was arbitrary and capricious for city’s department of aging to hold tenant liable for overclaimed
tax abatement of [SCRIE] benefits erroneously paid on his behalf after he was determined to be
income ineligible, where neither tenant nor landlord received revocation notice, there was no
indication that tenant intentionally misled SCRIE agency or misrepresented his eligibility, and
SCRIE agency continued to grant tax abatements to landlord; burden of mistake between
landlord and SCRIE agency should not be placed on innocent senior citizen tenant.” Coccaro v
Stupp, 166 Misc. 2d 948, 635 N.Y.S.2d 924, 1995 N.Y. Misc. LEXIS 577 (N.Y. Sup. Ct. 1995),
modified, in part, 170 Misc. 2d 196, 650 N.Y.S5.2d 500, 1996 N.Y. Misc. LEXIS 422 (N.Y. Sup. Ct.
1996).

DOF has overstepped their administrative authority with this proposed rule and they need to
change the rule, as outlined above, to reflect the practice of using the prior lease rather than the
current lease, establishing the tenant’s right to receive rent reduction orders, and not
automatically finding the tenant at fault for incorrectly receiving SCRIE/DRIE.

6. HSTPA

The proposed rules fail to address the Housing Stability and Tenant Protection Act of 2019
(HSTPA) issues. Our recommendations for how DOF can incorporate HSTPA into the proposed
rule are as follows:

e Tenants who have a lifetime preferential rent under the HSTPA be permitted to
submit a modified SCRIE Tax Abatement Credit (TAC) Adjustment Application for
Owner/Agents to adjust the frozen rent to the lifetime preferential rent.

e Tenants who had SCRIE/DRIE because their legal regulated rent was more than one-
third of their income, but their preferential rent was not one-third of their income
and their lifetime preferential rent is not one-third of their income, should be
grandfathered into the SCRIE/DRIE program to maintain their benefits.

e Llandlords are no longer able to collect Fuel Cost Adjustments for tenants in rent
control units, lowering their rent amount and their TAC. Tenants should be able to
use a modified TAC Adjustment Application to correct the TAC.

Advocates Received Insufficient Notice

Based on our longstanding and positive working relationship with DOF on behalf of tenants eligible for
SCRIE/DRIE, DOF notified our office of the proposed rule on November 13, 2019. This is less than the
thirty-day notice required by the City Administrative Procedure Act, Chapter 45 of the New York City
Charter. Providing deference that this was an inadvertent failure on the part of DOF, it would not be
sufficient in itself to invalidate the rule. Nevertheless, it leaves advocates with limited time to
adequately respond to the proposed rules and educate their clients likely to be adversely affected. As
such, we would request that DOF provide more time for advocates and people impacted by the
proposed rules to submit comments.



More Community Input Should be Solicited

As SCRIE/DRIE is such a vital and critical program for New Yorkers, DOF should have sent the proposed
rule to more organizations and community groups. We respectfully request that DOF specifically solicit
more input from organizations and community groups before enacting rules that may result in the
reduction of SCRIE/DRIE eligibility.

Conclusion

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify today regarding DOF’s proposed rule. As advocates on the
front-lines of housing, we applaud the any efforts to improve access to, and eligibility for, SCRIE/DRIE.
SCRIE/DRIE is a true lifeline for low-income seniors and people with disabilities throughout New York
City and we look forward to its continued improvement. We encourage you to continue the examination
of this topic in support of better government and better services for all those New Yorkers who depend
on SCRIE/DRIE. If we can help DOF revise the proposed rules, please contact me at 212-218-0450 or
abrandes@lenoxhill.org.

Sincerely,

NW Branea
Alexandra Brandes, Esq., MPH
Policy and Advocacy Manager
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If the qualifying person is a child but not your dependent, enter this
child’s name here. P

5 [] Qualifying widow(er) (see instructions)

Exemptions

If more than four
dependents, see
instructions and

6a
b [ Spouse

E] Yourself. If someone can claim you as a dependent, do not check box 6a .

on 6a and 6b

: } Boxes checked
No. of children

(1) First name

(2) Dependent's
social security number

¢ Dependents:
Last name

(3) Dependent’s
relationship to you

on 6¢ who:
¢ lived with you
* did not live with

(4} v if child under age 17
qualifying for child tax credit
(see instructions)

you due to divorce
or separation

(see instructions)

Dependents on &c
not entered above

OO

check here > D = Add numbers on
d Total number of exemptions claimed ‘ lines above P
Income 7 Wages, salaries, tips, etc. Attach Form(s) W-2 7
8a Taxable interest. Attach Schedule B if required P A T R SR T~ 8a
b Tax-exempt interest. Do not include on line 8a f I 8b | ‘
Cvtfzi:f:rzfg 9a Ordinary dividends. Attach Schedule B if required S, E B oW W OW a4 9a
i i b Qualified dividends | ob | |
W-2G and 10  Taxable refunds, credits, or offsets of state and local income taxes 10
1099-R if tax 11 Alimony received ) . ' 11
was withheld. 12  Business income or (loss). Attach Schedule Cor C EZ . 12
) 13  Capital gain or (loss). Attach Schedule D if required. If not requ.red check here » D 13
It ytouvc\illdznot 14___ Other gains or (losses). Attach Form 4797 . EE= U TR R 14
e hetrations.  15a_ IRA distributions 15a | b Taxable amount 15b
16a Pensions and annuities | 16a | b Taxable amount 16b
17 Rental real estate, royaliies, partnerships, S corporations, trusts, etc. Attach Schedule E 17
18  Farm income or (loss). Attach Schedule F . 18
19  Unemployment compensation &% B o 0w & & @ 19
20a Social security benefits I 20a [ I _] b Taxable amount 20b
21 Other income. List type and amount 21
22  Combine the amounts in the far right column for lines 7 through 21. This is your total income P 22
. 23 Educator expenses S gm A" 23
AdIUSted 24  Certain business expenses of reservists, performing artists, and
Gross fee-basis government officials. Attach Form 2106 or 2106-EZ 24
Income 25 Health savings account deduction. Attach Form 8889 25
26 Moving expenses. Attach Form 3903 . | 26
27  Deductible part of self-employment tax. Attach Schedule SE |27
28 Self-employed SEP, SIMPLE, and qualified plans 28
29  Self-semployed health insurance deduction 29
30 Penalty on early withdrawal of savings . 30
31a Alimony paid b Recipient's SSN » 31a
32  |IRA deduction . b o 32
33  Student loan interest deduction . 33
34  Tuition and fees. Attach Form 8917 . . | 34
35 Domestic production activities deduction. Attach Form 8903 35
36 Add lines 23 through 35 . . v 5 & 36
37 Subtract line 36 from line 22. This is your adjusted gross income . . . . . » 37

For Disclosure, Privacy Act, and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see separate instructions.

Cat, No. 11320B

Form 1040 (2017)
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Form 1040 (2017) Page 2

38 Amount from line 37 (adjusted gross income) . . . . . . . o ... 38
Tax and 39a Check | [ You were born before January 2, 1953, [] Blind. }Total boxes
Credits if: [J Spouse was born before January 2, 1953,  [] Blind. / checked > 39a
b If your spouse itemizes on a separate return or you were a dual-status alien, check here»  39b[ ]
Standard 40  Iltemized deductions (from Schedule A) or your standard deduction (see left margin) . . 40
E,?,d_uctm" 41  Subtract line 40 from line38 . . . o NG I SN B RS, o B m 41
« People who | 42  Exemptions. If line 38 is $156,900 or fess, multlply $4 050 by the number on line 6d. Otherwise, see instructions | 42
g*gi“é‘nﬁ?g’e 43 Taxable income. Subtract line 42 from line 41. If line 42 is more than line 41, enter -0- . . 43
3’?1%%’8?19;’6‘”' 44  Tax (see instructions). Check if any from: a [] Form{s) 8814 b [[]Form 4972 ¢ O 44
claimedasa | 45  Alternative minimum tax (see instructions). Attach Formeé251 . . . . . . . . . 45
225 RO 46 Excess advance premium tax credit repayment. Attach Form8962 . . . . . . . . 46
'“::ft:::‘: 47 Addlines 44,45 and46 . . . Co. L Lo s s v v e s s 147
Single or ’ 48  Foreign tax credit. Attach Form 1116 if reqU|red Lo 48
yeapr:rea?eili;l:ng 49  Credit for child and dependent care expenses. Attach Form 2441 49
: ' 50  Education credits from Form 8863, line 19 . . . 50
Married filing | 51 Retirement savings contributions credit. Attach Form 8880 51
gg‘;::?;y?r: 52  Child tax credit. Attach Schedule 8812, if required. . . 52
‘g“'%??‘,"r'fgr 53  Residential energy credits. Attach Form 5695 . . . . 53
Head of 54  Other credits from Form: a [ 13800 b [18801 ¢ [] 54
gg'tés;(;\old, 55  Add lines 48 through 54. These are your total credits . . . S T R T 55
./ 56 Subtract line 55 from line 47. If line 55 is more than line 47, enter 0— N -1
57  Self-employment tax. Attach ScheduleSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57
Other 58  Unreported social security and Medicare tax from Form: a [ 4137 b[ls8919 . . 58
Taxes 59  Additional tax on IRAs, other qualified retirement plans, etc. Attach Form 6329 if required . . 59
60a Household employment taxes from ScheduleH . . . . . o B I c IR - B - S 60a
b First-time homebuyer credit repayment. Attach Form 5405 if reqmred SNE - foen e 60b
61 Health care: individual responsibility (see instructions) ~ Full-year coverage By el - & 61
62 Taxesfrom: a [JForm8959 b [JForm8960 ¢ []Instructions; enter code(s) 62
63  Add lines 56 through 62, This is your totaltax . . . . . . . . . . . . - » | 63
Payments 64 Federal income tax withheld from Forms W-2 and 1099 . . 64
65 2017 estimated tax payments and amount applied from 2016 return 65
gg;ﬁy?:ge a2  g6a Earnedincomecredit(EIC) . . . . . . . . . . |66a
child, attach b Nontaxable combat pay election | 66b
Schedule EIC. | 67  Additional child tax credit, Attach Schedute 8812 . . . . . [ 67
68  American opportunity credit from Form 8863, line8 . . . 68
69  Net premium tax credit. Attach Form 8962 . . . . . . 69
70  Amount paid with request for extension to file . . . . . 70
7 Excess social security and tier 1 RRTA tax withheld . . . . 71
72 Credit for federal tax on fuels. Attach Form 4136 . . . . 72
73 Credits from Form: a [} 2439 b [C] Reserved ¢ [] 8885 d [] 73
74  Add lines 64, 65, 66a, and 67 through 73. These are your totalpayments . . . . . P 74
Refund 75  If line 74 is more than line 63, subtract line 63 from line 74. This is the amount you overpaid 75
76a Amount of line 75 you want refunded to you. If Form 8888 is attached, check here . P O 76a
Direct deposit? ® b Routing number T N f > c Type: D Chack[ng | Savings
isnesfructions > d Accountnumber . . Py b S
) 77  Amount of line 75 you want applied to your 2018 estamated tax > | 77 | |
Amount 78  Amount you owe. Subtract line 74 from line 63. For details on how to pay, see instructions P | 78
YouOwe 79 Estimated tax penalty (see instructions) . . . . . . . | 79 | |
Third Party Do you want to allow another person to discuss this return with the IRS (see instructions)?  [[] Yes. Complete below. [ No
Designee  Desgrge’ Phors Forsona dertiation, 11T
S|g n Under penalties of perjury, | declare that | have examined this return and accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge and bellef, they are true, correct, and
accurately llst all amounts and sources of income | recelved during the tax year. Declaration of preparer (other than taxpayer) is based on all information of which preparer has any knowledge.
Here Your signature Date Your occupation Daytime phone number
Joint return? See
instructions.
Keep a copy for ’ Spouse’s signature. If a joint return, both must sign. Date Spouse's occupation If the IRS sent you an Identity Protection
your records. PIN, enter it [—IW
here (see inst.)
Paid Print/Type preparer’s name Preparer's signature Date Check |—_—] i PTIN
Preparer self-employed
Use Only Firm's name > Firm's EIN »
Firm's address » Phone no.

Go to www.irs.gov/Form1040 for instructions and the latest information. Form 1040 (2017)



E 1 0 40 Department of the Treasury —Internal Revenue Service (99)
i U.S. Individual Income Tax Return

2018

OMB No. 1545-0074

IRS Use Only—Do not write or staple in this space.

Filing status: [_] Single

L__] Married filing jointly ]:1 Married filing separately E] Head of household D Qualitying widowler)

Your first name and initial

Last name

Your social security number

Your standard deduction:

D Someone can claim you as a dependent

D You were born before January 2, 1954

D You are blind

If joint return, spouse's first name and initial

Last name

Spouse's social security number

Spouse standard deduction: D Someone can claim your spouse as a dependent

[ spouse is blind

|:| Spouse was born before January 2, 1954
D Spouse itemizes on a separate retum or you were dual-status alien

[[] Full-year health care coverage
or exempt (see inst.}

Home address (number and street). If you have a P.O. box, see instructions.

Apt. no.

Presidential Election Campaign
(see inst.) D You D Spouse

City, town or post office, state, and ZIP code. If you have a foreign address, attach Schedule 6.

If more than four dependents,
see inst. and v here P D

Dependents (see instructions):
(1) First name

Last name

(2) Social securlty number

(3) Relationship to you

(4) v If qualifies for (see inst.):
Child tax credlt

Credlt for other dependents

0 |

L []

| [

0 [

Sign
Here

Under penalties of parjury, | declare that | have examined this return and accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my ki
correct, and complete. Declaration of preparer (other than taxpayet) is based on all information of which preparer has any knowledge.

nowledge and belief, they are true,

Your signature Date Your occupation If the IRS sent you an |dentity Protection
Joint return? PIN, enter it m
See instructions. here (see inst)
Keep a copy for Spouse's signature. If a joint return, both must sign. | Date Spouse's occupation If the IRS sent you an Identity Protection
your records. PIN, enter it

here (ses inst}
- Preparer's name Preparer's signature PTIN Firm's EIN Check if:
Paid ,
D 3rd Party Designee

Preparer D Self-employed

Firm's name » Phone no. ot o)
Use Only

Firm's address b

For Disclosure, Privacy Act, and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see separate instructions.

Cat. No. 113208

Form 1040 (2018)



Form 1040 (2018)

Page 2

1 Wages, salaries, tips, etc. Attach Form(syw-2 . . . . . . . . . . 1
2a Tax-exemptinterest. . . 2a b Taxable interest 2b
Attach Form(s) . .
W-2, Also attach 3a Qualified dividends . . . 3a b Ordinary dividends 3b
fgg;‘f;’ ”W‘-szewz;nsd 4a  IRAs, pensions, and annuities . 4a b Taxable amount . . . 4b
withheld. 5a  Social security benefits . . 5a b Taxable amount . . 5b
6 Total income. Add lines 1 through §. Add any amount from Schedule 1, line 22 sl i 6
7 Adjusted gross income. If you have no adjustments to income, enter the amount from line &; othervwse
(Standard  \— subtract Schedule 1, line 36, from line 6 7
Deductionfor— 8  Standard deduction or itemized deductions (from Schedule A) 8
¢ Single or married [ . X . . . }
filing separately, | 9 Qualified business income deduction (see instructions) .
$12,000 10 Taxable income. Subtract lines 8 and 9 from line 7. If zero or less, enter -0- . o I I 10
= Married filing
jointly or Qualifying [11 a Tax (see inst.) (check if any from: 1 |:] Form{s) 8814 2 I:] Form4972 3 D L = W
:2'30%%”)' b Add any amount from Schedule 2 and check here .o » D 11
* Head of 12 a Child tax credit/credit for other dependents b Add any amount from Schedule 3 and check here P |:| 12
h hold, n
$'1ng5:0§ 13 Subtract line 12 from line 11. if zero or less, enter -0- 13
* lfyouchecked (14 Other taxes. Attach Schedule 4 . 14
any box under
Standard 15 Total tax. Add lines 13 and 14 16
g:glij::t?&:tions. 16 Federal income tax withheld from Forms W-2 and 1099 16
S - Refundable credits: a EIC (see inst.) b Sch, 8812 c Form 8863
Add any amount from Schedule & 17
18 Add lines 16 and 17. These are your totalpayments . . . . . . . « .« .« . . 18
Refund 19 If line 18 is more than line 15, subtract line 15 from line 18. This is the amount you overpaid " 19
20a Amount of line 19 you want refunded to you If Form 8888 is a_ttached check here » D 20a
Direct deposit? » b Routing number . > c Type E] Checkmg [ savings
See instructions. h : : .
»d Account number i : ; i | 1 -
21 Amount of line 19 you want applied to your 2019 estimated tax | 21 | |
Amount You Owe 22 Amount you owe. Subtract line 18 from line 15. For details on how to pay, see instructions . . . > 22
23 Estimated tax penalty {seeinstructions) . . . . . . . . » | 23 | |

Go to www.irs.gov/Form1040 for instructions and the latest information.
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Testimony of Judi Kende
New York Market Leader

Enterprise Community Partners, Inc.

To the New York City Council
Committee on Aging and

Committee on Finance

January 21, 2020

Good morning. My name is Judi Kende, and | lead the New York office of Enterprise
Community Partners, a national affordable housing nonprofit. Since the New York office opened
in 1987, we have helped build or preserve more than 63,000 affordable homes for over 167,000
New Yorkers through capital investments, programmatic initiatives, and policy advocacy. We
have committed more than $3.6 billion in equity, loans and grants to affordable housing and
community development in the State.

On behalf of Enterprise Community Partners, | would like to thank Chair Chin and Chair Dromm
for convening today’s hearing, demonstrating your continued advocacy and compassion for New
York City’s aging population. There are currently more adults over the age of sixty here today
than at any other point in the city’s history, and our older population continues to grow quickly.!
Elderly New Yorkers are disproportionately rent burdened, with an estimated 32% of single
seniors paying more than half of their income on rent.? It is therefore a pivotal time to prioritize
programs that support low-income seniors.

First, we are grateful for the support the SCRIE program has received from both the
Administration and the Council. In 2014, through a joint City and State effort, the income
eligibility for these programs was raised from $29,000 to $50,000. As a result, thousands of more
households were eligible for the Rent Freeze program. While the enrollment rate has increased
since the eligibility increase, a 2018 report by the Department of Finance indicated that the
overall enrollment rate in 2016 was only 56.2%. For this reason, continued and increased
outreach efforts are necessary. The importance of awareness of the benefit cannot be overstated,
as the SCRIE program is unique in that its benefits compound over time — said another way, the
earlier an individual enrolls in the program, the more they will benefit from it. Most importantly,
SCRIE plays a critical role in allowing older adults to age in place.

1 https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dfta/downloads/pdf/reports/DFTAAnnualPlanSummary2019.pdf
2 cbeny.org/sites/default/files/REPORT_RENTBURDEN_11122015_1.pdf

ENTERPRISE COMMUNITY PARTNERS, INC.
One Whitehall Street = 11™ Floor = New York, NY 10004 = 212.262.9575 = www.EnterpriseCommunity.org
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Most recently, Enterprise advocated for and was thrilled to see the passage of the new
preferential rent laws from the Housing Stability and Tenant Protections Act of 2019. Previously,
those with preferential rent were disincentivized from enrolling in SCRIE, as their rent would be
frozen at the “market rate,” oftentimes increasing a tenant’s rent amount by hundreds of dollars.
With this new law, preferential rent amounts have been made permanent, and must now be
treated as “the new legal base rent for that unit.” This protection now incentivizes many more
individuals to apply for the Rent Freeze program and therefore outreach efforts must be
strengthened and reinvigorated to bring awareness to this beneficial change.

Last fall, DOF proposed amendments to SCRIE. While several of the changes are positive, such
as improving the process of succession rights and allowing tenants to apply for SCRIE at any
point in the year, and not just at the next lease renewal, there were several recommendations that
were cause for concern. We are particularly worried about DOF limiting those who may be
deemed a tenant representative in order to assist tenants with the application process. Many of
the individuals in need of the SCRIE program already face significant barriers to the application
process, and the job of advocates is to walk them through the process successfully. For this
reason, we believe that the provision should include anyone listed as a tenant representative, as
consistent with other benefit applications of the City.

Another proposed amendment would limit tenants to only one SCRIE application per year. We
believe this proposed change would be particularly harmful to the many tenants who are eligible
for the program but are denied due to mistakes on the application or the inability to compile the
required documentation. Because time is of the essence in this program, as previously stated, this
rule would effectively penalize tenants for making errors on applications by not allowing them to
reapply for another year.

Finally, there were several other proposed changes to the SCRIE program that, while seemingly
minor, would undoubtedly have a profound impact on tenants. For example, the proposed
changes to the definition of certain terms, such as “initial eligibility date,” “head of household,”
and “good cause” seem unnecessarily punitive, and in practice, would affect countless tenants.

We are grateful for the opportunity to provide feedback to DOF on these proposed changes to the
SCRIE program and we are hopeful that the recommendations outlined will be given serious
consideration in advance of final rule promulgation.

Thank you and we look forward to our continued work with the Council to ensure that New
Yorkers of all ages and abilities have access to a safe, affordable home.

ENTERPRISE COMMUNITY PARTNERS, INC.
One Whitehall Street = 11™ Floor = New York, NY 10004 = 212.262.9575 = www.EnterpriseCommunity.org



~ THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

T L e 4 A ATV o b i e Y - 2 804 =,

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _ Res. No.
[0 in favor [J in opposition
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