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I. INTRODUCTION
On September 24, 2019, the Committee on Civil and Human Rights, chaired by Council Member Mathieu Eugene, will hold a vote on Proposed Introductory Bill Number 1682-A (Int. 1682-A), in relation to the prohibition of conversion therapy services. 

II. BACKGROUND
Enacted on December 31st, 2017, Local Law 22 of 2018 banned conversion therapy services offered for a fee in New York City. Conversion therapy, also known as “reparative therapy,” “Ex-Gay therapy,” or “Sexual Orientation Change Efforts,” is a set of practices intending to change a person’s sexuality or gender identity to fit heterosexual or cisgender standards and expectations.[footnoteRef:1] In 2009, the American Psychological Association (APA) conducted a comprehensive study on these practices and concluded that they were not scientifically supported and that, in fact, “valid research indicate[s] that it is unlikely that individuals will be able to reduce same-sex attractions or increase other-sex attractions through [conversion therapy].”[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  National Center for Lesbian Rights, #BornPerfect: The Facts About Conversion Therapy, http://www.nclrights.org/bornperfect-the-facts-about-conversion-therapy/.]  [2:  American Psychological Association, Report of the American Psychological Association Task Force on Appropriate Therapeutic Responses to Sexual Orientation (2009), available at www.APA.org/pi/LGBT/Resources/Therapeutic-Response.pdf.] 

After New York City banned the practice, the Alliance Defending Freedom, a group based in Arizona, filed a lawsuit challenging the law on constitutional freedom of speech grounds. Concerned the lawsuit could set problematic legal precedents if the ban was struck down by the courts, City Council Speaker Corey Johnson agreed to introduce a bill to repeal the law. 


III. BILL ANALYSIS
Section one of the bill repeals Subchapter 19 of Chapter 5 of Title 20 of the Administrative Code. The bill would take effect immediately and retroactively to September 12, 2019 after it becomes law. 



Proposed Int. No. 1682-A
 
By The Speaker (Council Member Johnson)
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, to repeal subchapter 19 of chapter 5 of title 20, in relation to the prohibition of conversion therapy services
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subchapter 19 of chapter 5 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is REPEALED.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately and is retroactive to and deemed to have been in effect as of September 12, 2019.
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