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BRONX DISTRICT ATTORNEY DARCEL D. CLARK  

STATEMENT TO CITY COUNCIL 

 

Res - Calling on the State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, 

 The "Protect Our Courts Act" (A.2176 / S.425) 

 

 

 “I have been very vocal in my support for the “Protect Our Courts Act,” which would prohibit 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement from making civil arrests in and around state courthouses 

without a judicial warrant. Crime witnesses, survivors and their family members already deal 

with enough trauma and bravely show up to court. They should not have to worry about getting 

arrested in the courthouse. That is where justice is. 

“Arrests by ICE could have a chilling effect on getting witnesses to assist in our cases, potentially 

resulting in a threat to public safety. We need everyone to cooperate in our fight to keep the Bronx 

safe, and we encourage people to take part in the criminal justice system. The “Protect Our Courts 

Act” will help make the courts more accessible to people regardless of their immigration status.”  

# 

http://www.bronxda.nyc.gov/
file://///bronxda.nycnet/shares/UNITS/PUBLIC-INFORMATION/Public-Information/2016/www.facebook.com/BronxDistrictAttorney
file://///bronxda.nycnet/shares/UNITS/PUBLIC-INFORMATION/Public-Information/2016/www.twitter.com/BronxDAClark
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New York County District Attorney’s Office 

Written Testimony by Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus R. Vance, Jr. for City Council 

Committees on Immigration and the Justice System 

Oversight Hearing on “ICE Out of New York Courts” 

April 10, 2019 

 

Chairs Menchaca and Lancman, and members of the Committees on Immigration and the Justice 
System, thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony for the City Council’s oversight hearing 
on prohibiting Immigration & Customs Enforcement agents from making civil arrests at New York 
State courthouses without a judicial warrant or court order.  
 
New York is the safest big city in America. It is also a city of immigrants. We regard undocumented 
New Yorkers as equal members of our community. Through this legislation, the Committees are 
seeking to help keep immigrants safe in the midst of an unsafe and threatening federal environment. 
District Attorney Vance supports the Protect Our Courts Act (A.2176/S.425), sponsored by 
Assemblymember Michaelle Solages and Senator Brad Hoylman, because undocumented New 
Yorkers need to be protected while participating in, observing, or traveling to or from court 
proceedings. 
  
Deporting New Yorkers who show up to court is antithetical to our values and detrimental to our 
public safety. The fear of unjust deportation stops crime victims from coming forward, and stops 
defendants from responsibly attending their court dates. These policies threaten to marginalize 
immigrant New Yorkers to the point where they no longer report crimes or terror plots. And so, 
local prosecutors like me now have to work twice as hard to assure immigrants that our office is a 
safe place to report crime without fear of getting deported.  
  
This isn’t merely an anecdote. Statistics demonstrate that undocumented individuals are afraid to 
come forward and speak to law enforcement in this climate. Last year, the Manhattan DA’s Office 
received just 153 applications for U-visas from crime victims or witnesses, down from 185 requests 
in 2016 and 186 requests in 2017. The decline in applications reflects the alarming reality that victims 
of serious crimes are not coming forward thanks to increased federal immigration enforcement. And 
it is essential that immigrants can once again feel safe coming to court, and help us take dangerous 
or violent criminals off our streets. 
 
To combat this troubling downturn, the Manhattan DA’s Office has dramatically ramped up our 
outreach to undocumented New Yorkers to remind them that our office is a safe place to report 
crime – and get connected with services – without fear of deportation. This work includes 
deepening our relationships with foreign consular offices in Manhattan, building new partnerships 
with community-based organizations on the front lines of serving undocumented New Yorkers, and 
delivering presentations which encourage undocumented New Yorkers to report crimes to our 

http://manhattanda.org/
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office without fear of deportation. In these presentations, we also inform undocumented New 
Yorkers that we have opened Manhattan DA neighborhood offices in Washington Heights and 
Harlem where they can safely report crime. 
 
I thank the Council for drawing attention to this important issue. We urge the immediate passage of 
the Protect Our Courts Act in the state legislature. 
  
 



 
Testimony of New York State Senator Brad Hoylman Before the New York City 

Council Immigration Committee and the New York City Council Committee on the 
Justice System in Support of Council Resolution No. 828  

 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony before this joint committee in support 
of Council Resolution No. 828 which urges passage of the Protect Our Courts Act 
(S.425/A.2176), a bill I carry with Assemblymember Michaelle Solages. Passing this 
important legislation as soon as possible is of the utmost importance as we face 
unprecedented levels of Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) targeting of 
immigrant communities in and near our courthouses. I wholeheartedly welcome the 
support of the New York City Council and hope my fellow lawmakers in Albany 
recognize that we cannot afford to wait any longer to pass this bill. 
 
The Protect Our Courts Act would ensure that all members of our community are safe 
when accessing New York’s court system. Retired judges, public defenders, district 
attorneys (including Westchester DA Anthony A. Scarpino Jr., Nassau DA Madeline 
Singas, Albany DA David Soares, Bronx DA Darcel D. Clark, Brooklyn DA Eric Gonzalez, 
and Manhattan DA Cyrus Vance, Jr.) and advocates all agree that the presence of ICE in 
or near our courthouses deters people from engaging our justice system thereby putting 
every New Yorker at risk. We’re all safer when everyone can feel comfortable 
participating in the justice system, regardless of their immigration status. President 
Trump’s racist immigration policy, carried out by federal immigration agents serving as 
his personal deportation force, is instead undermining trust and forcing undocumented 
New Yorkers who have witnessed or been the victims of crimes into the shadows.  
 
New findings from the ICE Out of Courts Coalition paint a startling portrait of ICE’s 
deleterious effects on New York’s justice system. ICE courthouse operations increased by 
more than 1700% since Donald Trump was elected. This has led to a decrease in 
immigrants seeking legal services and protection from violence and abuse through the 
justice system. For instance, in Manhattan, we’ve seen a 100% decline in U Visa 
certification requests from immigrant victims of crime. These visas are granted to crime 
victims who have suffered abuse and who are willing to work with law enforcement to 
hold perpetrators accountable. New York City Criminal Courts and City and District 
Courts outside of New York City, there was a 5.4% decrease in Orders of Protection 
issued. Family Justice Centers operating out of the NYC Mayor’s Office to End Gender-
Based Violence saw a 10% decrease in new, foreign-born visitors. The report shows that 
between 2017 and 2018, Sanctuary for Families, which works with survivors of intimate 



 
partner and gender-based violence, closed 1,350 fewer cases and assisted 226 fewer 
clients seeking orders of protection. Disturbingly, we have learned that 67% of providers 
surveyed have had clients who decided not to seek help from courts, 48% said they 
worked with clients who failed to seek custody or visitation, and that 37% worked with 
someone who failed to pursue an order of protection, all out of fear of ICE. 
 
These downward trends reflect the growing fear of deportation in our immigrant 
community when it comes to being anywhere near a courthouse. The report found that 
46% of surveyed legal service providers reported “working with immigrants who 
expressed fear of serving as a complaining witness.” Furthermore, ICE’s highly public 
courthouse operations have also served as an effective tool for abusers to prevent their 
victims from seeking judicial redress. A Sanctuary for Families internal survey found that 
78.6% of respondents have clients who reported an increase in abusers threatening to call 
ICE. These figures reveal ICE’s success in destroying the fabric of trust between our 
courthouses and our communities. The result of their success is a world in which society’s 
most marginalized communities endure increasing abuse.  
 
This crisis is ongoing and without immediate passage of the Protect Our Courts Act the 
damage will only continue to grow. Just this week, the current occupant of the White 
House fired the head of ICE because he was not taking the agency in a “tough” enough 
direction. This is only further evidence that New York must act rapidly to prevent 
increased ICE presence near our courthouses.  
 
The bill protects individuals from civil arrest when going to, remaining at, or returning 
from a court appearance or proceeding unless a specific judicial warrant or judicial order 
authorizing such arrest has been issued. Without such a warrant, ICE will need to stay 
out of our courthouses. Prosecutors and public defenders alike agree with each other that 
passing this legislation is the smart thing to do because of the inarguably harmful impact 
ICE has had on the efficacy of justice. There simply isn’t time to wait. Thank you for 
supporting this legislation, and to Council Member Menchaca and Council Member 
Lancman for your leadership on these issues. 



 

Testimony for New York City Council Joint Immigration and Justice System 
Hearings on “Protect Our Courts Act” (A.2176 / S.425) 

 
April 10, 2019 

  
Thank you to Chair Menchaca, Chair Lancman, and the Committees on Immigration and Justice              
System for convening this hearing. My name is Jo-Ann Yoo and I am the executive director at                 
the Asian American Federation (AAF). AAF’s mission is to raise the influence and well-being of               
the pan-Asian American community through research, policy advocacy, public awareness, and           
organizational development.  
  
On behalf of our 70 member and partner agencies, and nearly 900,000 Asian immigrants in New                
York City, we support this City Council’s resolution calling for the State Legislature and              
Governor Cuomo to pass the “Protect Our Courts Act” which would keep ICE out of our                
courthouses. Over the past two years, Asian families in New York City have increasingly come               
under attack as a result of immigration enforcement activities. In fact, City Comptroller Scott              
Stringer’s recent report, The Demographics of Detention, showed that Chinese immigrants           
comprise over 10,000 immigration court cases (21% of cases) begun since FY 2016, the highest               
percentage of any ethnic group. Immigrants from India comprise roughly 10% of all cases, and               
from Bangladesh about 8% of cases. We’re also seeing a rise in deportations of refugees and                
asylees from Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia, many of whom are lawful permanent residents.  
 
The increase in enforcement by the federal government has brought fear and uncertainty to New               
York City’s Asian community, which is 70% foreign-born. Based on the Migration Policy             
Institute’s estimates, about one in five Asian immigrants may be undocumented in New York              
City. With the 2014 American Community Survey showing that 95% of NYC’s Asian children              
have at least one immigrant parent, we can conclude it to be likely that thousands of Asian                 
families will be impacted by the current immigration policies. 
 
Our member and partner agencies work with some of the most vulnerable members of our               
community, including the undocumented, the underemployed, survivors of domestic abuse and           
human trafficking, and those living with mental health conditions due to violence in their home               
countries. Their clients are also everyday New Yorkers navigating family law, commercial law             
or housing-related issues, seeking to clear minor offenses, or serving as witnesses in various              
legal matters. All of these individuals require access to the justice system, yet the threat of an                 
ICE arrest will certainly dissuade a broad swath of immigrants from showing up to court, and                
worse yet, deepen distrust of government institutions.  
 
We must not allow an erosion of the immigration system nationally to impact the justice system                
locally. Although we believe that additional, ongoing support for immigration legal services is             
critical to achieving justice in the long run, we believe that passing the “Protect Our Courts Act”                 
now is imperative for ensuring that law and order can be ethically and equally carried out in the                  
State of New York. We therefore urge the City Council to pass this resolution.  



 

 
Stephanie Gomez 

Director of Immigration Initiatives 
Hispanic Federation 

 
Testimony on: Resolution - Calling on the State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to 
sign, the "Protect Our Courts Act" (A.2176 / S.425), in order to protect certain interested 

parties or people from civil arrest while going to, remaining at, or returning from the place 
of such court proceeding. 

  
Submitted to: NYC Council, Committee on Immigration and Committee on Justice System 

  
April 10, 2019 

  
Good Afternoon. My name is Stephanie Gomez and I am the Director of Immigration Initiatives 
at the Hispanic Federation. Thank you for the opportunity to testify on behalf of the Federation 
and Latinx communities across New York State. 
 
Hispanic Federation is the nation's premier Latino membership organization founded over 25 years 
ago to address the many inequities confronting Latinos and the nonprofits that serve them and 
advocating for the fair and just treatment of immigrant communities nationwide. More than ever, 
we are committed to protect and defend Latino immigrant communities, both documented and 
undocumented, who live in New York State and who are in danger of intimidation, harassment, 
incarceration and deportation.  It is for this reason and a plethora of others that we stand before the 
council today to address pressing concerns. 
  
Since president Trump’s inauguration, the presence of Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) in New York’s courthouses has increased by 1700%, according to a report issued by the 
Immigrant Defense Project.  While these attacks are taking place across the state, the majority of 
immigrants under seize are in New York City, with most incidents occurring in Queens and 
Brooklyn.  That number alone is abhorrent, but we must also acknowledge the extreme tactics 
being used to infiltrate our communities.  Specifically, ICE officers are conducting these arrests 
while in civilian clothing to disguise themselves and avoid anyone from running away.  
Additionally, they are using brute force in public areas causing confusion and unrest amongst 
witnesses.  
 
Furthermore, internal agency regulations require ICE officers to identify themselves, explain why 
an individual is being arrested, or offer proof that they have reason to believe the detainee is 
deportable.  However, reports indicate that agents are failing to comply with such regulation.  They 
are bypassing policies in order to go after our immigrant community. This is completely 
unacceptable, and they must be held accountable.  
 
What is worse is that many ICE officers see no boundaries when it comes to arresting immigrants.  
Victims of domestic violence, victims of human trafficking, and even youth are targeted; youth 
that could qualify for temporary relief such as Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, also known 
as DACA.  Even lawful permanent residents are being targeted in this wave of anti-immigrant 



actions.  These actions have significantly increased the pool of vulnerable community members at 
risk of an ICE arrest.  In the past year we have witnessed their tactics expand further upstate to 
counties untouched before, reaching a far more vulnerable immigrant community.  The number of 
ICE arrests reported in 2018 was over 100, a dramatic jump from those reported in 2016 and these 
numbers will only continue to increase so long as ICE officers have access to courthouses.     
  
Increased immigration enforcement at the hands of ICE in NY courthouses has created a chilling 
effect within immigrant communities, preventing them from accessing and obtaining necessary 
services, and intimidating those most vulnerable from accessing state and federal courts to seek 
orders of protection, defend against criminal charges, or to vindicate their rights as tenants. This 
has particularly affected victims of domestic violence. According to a survey developed by the 
Immigrant Defense project, 67% of advocates and attorneys who work with survivors of violence 
reported having clients that decided not to seek protection from courts due to fear of ICE. This not 
only puts those most vulnerable at a higher risk, but also undermines the constitutional right for 
ALL New Yorkers to access the courts regardless of immigration status.  
 
Other immigrants abiding by law and choosing to appear in court for minor cases such as a 
misdemeanor have the opportunity to settle their cases without producing criminal records.  Once 
they are in immigration custody, however, criminal cases are opened, and deportation relief 
becomes all but impossible to obtain.  These tactics are hindering the chances our community 
members have to utilizing the justice system set in place by this country.     
 
The "Protect Our Courts Act” would set important restrictions on civil arrests and limit unlawful 
practices at the hands of ICE. Such protections include: declaring unlawful the civil arrest of any 
person attending a court proceeding (this includes witnesses, family or household members), 
prohibit the entrance of any immigration enforcement agents without a valid judicial warrant or 
court order. These restrictions are key in ensuring the protection of immigrant communities across 
the state and protect the fundamental right for all New Yorkers to access the courts. 
 
Hispanic Federation urges city council to stand in support of the “Protect our Courts” Act and put 
pressure on the New York State legislature and the Governor to stand with our immigrant 
communities and protect them from any unlawful actions at the hands of the federal government. 
In such a critical time for immigrants in our country, we must stand on the right side of history and 
do everything in our power to protect those most vulnerable. 
 
Thank you for your time.  
 



 

LATINOJUSTICE PRLDEF 475 Riverside Drive, 19th floor, New York NY 10115 | D: 212.219.3360 | G: 

800.328.2322 

New York, NY | Orlando, FL | Central Islip, NY  

latinojustice.org 

LATINOJUSTICE PRLDEF STATEMENT submitted for NYC Council Committees on 
Immigration and Justice System Joint Committee Oversight Hearing on “ICE Out of New 
York Courts” and Resolution Calling on the State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to  
sign the “Protect Our Courts Act” (A.2176/S.425), in order to protect immigrant New 
Yorkers from civil immigration arrest and detention while going to, remaining at, or 
returning from the  place of such court proceeding held on Wednesday, April 10, 2019 

 

LatinoJustice PRLDEF, founded in 1972 as the Puerto Rican Legal Defense and Education Fund, 

is a national civil rights legal defense fund, dedicated to championing an equitable society by 

protecting and defending the rights of the greater pan-Latinx community in the United States. 

 

LatinoJustice joins with our fellow ICE Out of Courts Coalition members and other community-

based legal services and advocacy organizations that work with immigrant and citizen New 

Yorkers to express our strong support for the Protect Our Courts Act (A.11013/S.08925).   

 

New York State, and particularly New York City, have a deep history of welcoming immigrants 

and fostering diversity.1 With approximately 40 percent of NYC’s population born outside of the 

United States, New York City takes immense pride in being one of the most diverse cities in the 

country. Similarly, New York State boasts of its diversity with immigrants comprising 

approximately 20 percent of all New York State resident in 2017.2  

 

As a state and city that prides itself in not only welcoming immigrants, but integrating them into 

our society, we have taken many steps to ensure “justice and equal access for all” are not just 

words or a platitude. Among those steps, NYS recently passed legislation that would mandate 

jury trials for immigrants charged with misdemeanors that could result in possible deportation; 

reduced sentences of more than one year for certain misdemeanor convictions to 364 days in 

order to avoid mandatory deportation collateral consequences; provided state financial aid 

assistance for undocumented students; and in New York City, municipal identification cards for 

anyone to enable them to engage with city agencies and take advantage of the City’s many 

cultural institutions without fear or repercussion.3 It is imperative that New York pass the Protect 

Our Courts Act and prioritize the safety of the Latinx and other immigrant communities and 

secure their continuing equal access to our courts.  

 

For the past two years, Federal immigration officers have stalked immigrants who were victims 

of crime, domestic violence, witnesses, and particularly those charged with a crime – 

intentionally disregarding their constitutional presumption of innocence – who were accessing 

our state courts to seek redress, assistance and to respond and contest charges. We have 

witnessed ICE officers arrest immigrants and separate them from their families; and have had 

many difficult conversations with our clients and family members about the immigration risks 

associated with seeking their day in court.  

 

                                                           
1 MAYOR’S OFFICE OF IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS, STATE OF OUR IMMIGRANT CITY (2018).  
2 AMERICAN IMMIGRATION COUNCIL, IMMIGRANTS IN NEW YORK (2017).  
3 8 Million New Yorkers. 1 Card For All Of Us!, ID NYC, https://www1.nyc.gov/site/idnyc/index.page (last visited 
Apr. 9, 2019).   



These courthouse arrests which started after Trump’s inauguration have unfortunately become 

more commonplace in our state and country as increasing federal immigrant enforcement 

practices proliferates. It is unfortunately now a regular occurrence that we hear about and see 

plainclothes ICE agents accessing our state courts, checking court calendar and roaming 

courthouses seeking to arrest and detain immigrant New Yorkers for deportation removal. In 

2018 alone, a total of 178 individuals were arrested inside of our state courts.4 It is likely that 

many more undocumented arrests happen every day outside our courthouses as individuals come 

to or leave their court appearances.  

 

Despite ICE in January 2018 publishing formal guidelines governing courthouse arrests, there 

are no apparent boundaries or limits to whom ICE will target for arrest. ICE agents routinely 

arrest people in the state’s criminal courts, even targeting people in family courts and courts 

designed for victims of human trafficking.5 Among those arrested are survivors of violence 

seeking orders of protection or testifying against their abusers, youth, people with mental 

illnesses, guardians of U.S. citizen children, parents trying to pay child support or seeking 

custody of their U.S. citizen children, witnesses, cooperators, individuals exercising their 

constitutional right to defend themselves against criminal charges, and many others. 

 

Access to the courts and to legal proceedings cannot, and should not, depend on an individual’s 

place of birth, citizenship status, skin color or wealth. Our justice system depends on the equal 

unfettered ability of everyone in our community, regardless of immigration status, to access the 

courts, and simply cannot function when a significant percentage of our population believes they 

run the risk of being detained simply by going to court to face unrelated deportation proceedings. 

 

ICE’s growing presence in the court has spread great fear in New York’s Latinx immigrant 

communities, making many Latinx residents fearful to access and participate in our court 

systems. Given this chilling effect, many immigrants are now afraid and unwilling to report 

crimes, serve as witnesses, or cooperate with law enforcement. The ICE Out of Our Courts 

Coalition surveyed 225 legal services providers across New York State over the past year and 

found widespread fear of ICE presence in our courts.6 Seventy-five percent of legal service 

providers reported that clients have expressed fear of going to court; forty-eight percent reported 

clients have expressed fear of calling the police; and twenty-nine percent have worked with 

immigrants who have failed to appear in court due to fear of ICE. Those who work with 

survivors of violence reported that sixty-seven percent of their clients decided and not to seek 

help from the courts and forty-six percent fear serving as complaining witnesses against their 

abusers.7 Those who work with tenants in housing court reported that fifty-six percent of client’s 

fear filing a housing court complaint because of ICE’s presence in the courts.8 

 

                                                           
4 IMMIGRANT DEFENSE PROJECT, THE COURTHOUSE TRAP 6 (2019).   
5 Immigration Defense Project, Protect Our Courts Act: Overview, 1 
https://www.immigrantdefenseproject.org/wp-content/uploads/Protect-Our-Courts-FAQ-061118.pdf (last visited 
April 9, 2019).  
6 Immigration Defense Project, ICE in New York State Court Survey, June 29, 2017, www.immdefense.org/ice-
courts-survey.  
7 Id.  
8 Id.  



As members of the community hear continuing news accounts about ICE’s presence in our state 

courts, they are frightened and less willing to report crimes, work with law enforcement and seek 

legal remedies for fear that they or their loved ones will be detained by immigration. Instead of 

seeing the courts as an avenue for justice, they see it as yet another arm of law enforcement that 

will tear them apart from their families and everything they’ve been working towards, simply for 

having the courage to come forward and seek legal intervention. This concern is not irrational. 

From 2016 to 2018, there was a 1700 percent increase in ICE operations in courthouses.9  

 

As a result, during this period, law enforcement has reported the most dramatic drop in outreach 

from and cooperation with, immigrants and limited English proficiency communities.10 In a 

study conducted by the Immigrants Defense Project, approximately twenty-two percent of police 

officers surveyed reported that immigrants were less likely in 2017 than in 2016 to make police 

reports; twenty-one percent said immigrant crime survivors were less likely to help in 

investigations when police arrived at the scene of a crime; twenty percent reported that they were 

less likely to help in post crime scene investigations and nineteen percent said immigrant crime 

survivors were less willing to work with prosecutors.11 As a result, law enforcement officers 

explained, many crimes have become more difficult to investigate and prosecute.   

 

As evidenced, many immigrants and citizens of New York are now choosing to endure the abuse 

and injustices at the hands of their abusers, rather than seeking legal recourse and possibly being 

punished for it. ICE’s current practice not only poses a problem for victims and witnesses who 

seek to come forward, but also for individuals who are stripped of their presumption of 

innocence, and the right to confront their accuser and be tried by a jury of their peers. When a 

criminal defendant is arrested by ICE in court and taken into immigration custody before their 

criminal case is resolved, ICE is under no legal obligation to continue producing the individual in 

criminal court. Thus, many of these courthouse arrests leave criminal cases unresolved.  

 

The New York Court of Appeals in People v. Suazo, 2018 NY Slip Op 08056 [32 NY3d 491], 

recently recognized the importance of a fair day in court by granting immigrant defendants 

facing misdemeanor charges in New York City, and who would face possible collateral 

consequences of deportation if convicted, the right to a jury trial under the sixth amendment. 

Allowing ICE into New York courthouses without a judicial warrant or court order of arrest 

undermines the courts intent in Suazo to guarantee equal protections to citizens and noncitizens 

alike and prevent the collateral consequences of a criminal conviction.  

ICE’s courthouse arrests policy and practices in fact does the opposite, punishing immigrants 

who have chosen to present themselves in court either to defend the charges against them or seek 

protection from the court. Given the ultimatum of showing up in court and possibly being 

detained, or failing to appear in court, many immigrant New Yorkers choose to skip their court 

appearances and avoid the judicial process altogether. 

                                                           
9 Immigrant Defense Project, supra note 4, at 6.  
10 AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION, FREEZING OUT JUSTICE: HOW IMMIGRATION ARRESTS AT COURTHOUSES ARE UNDERMINING THE 

JUSTICE SYSTEM 1 (2018).  
11 Id.  



ICE presence in our courthouses undermines the immigrant community’s trust in law 

enforcement and our justice system, creating a class of silent victims and eliminating the 

potential for assistance from immigrants in solving crimes.12 If we have a situation where 

nobody comes to court because they are afraid of being deported, then where can anyone seek 

justice?  

 

For all of the reasons stated above, we strongly support the Protect Our Courts Act and the NYC 

Council Resolution calling upon the State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign the bill.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted. 

 

s/ 

Jose Perez 

Deputy General Counsel 

LatinoJustice PRLDEF 

212.219.3360, Ext 7575 

jperez@latinojustice.org 

 

By: Melissa Castillo 

Legal Intern 

Columbia University School of Law, JD Class of 2019 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
12 MCCA Immigration Position (Oct. 2011) 
https://majorcitieschiefs.com/pdf/news/immigration_position112811.pdf; Craig E. Ferrell, Jr. et al., M.C.C. 
Immigration Committee Recommendations For Enforcement of Immigration Laws by Local Policy Agencies, at 6 
(June 2006), https://www.majorcitieschiefs.com/pdf/.  
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