




















































































































































































16 March 2019 

Re: finance testimony for NYC public libraries FY 2020 

To Chair Van Bramer: 

 

Manuscripts and Archives Division, The New York Public Library. ExteriorRetrieved from 

http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47dd-e4b4-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99 

Thank you to Speaker Johnson, Cultural Affairs Chair Van Bramer, Finance Chair Dromm, 

Finance Director Latonia McKinney, Mayor De Blasio, Majority Leader Laurie Cumbo and all 

Council Members and Council staff for all of your work during budget season. We appreciate so 

much the baselined funds that have been allocated for libraries. Libraries are cultural and 

learning institutions of New York City. We simply would not be able to continue to operate 

without your continued generous support. 

FY20 Funding Request  

The three library systems are asking for $35 million for operating costs in addition to the 

baselined funds so that hours and services do not need to be cut. We are also asking for $900 

million for capital funds to repair aging infrastructure of our buildings. As you know, many of our 

libraries are antiques; some are Carnegie libraries and they date to the early twentieth century. 

Therefore, we rely mostly on city support to keep the edifices safe for New Yorkers and tourists. 

We would love to improve the failing HVAC systems and transform our libraries into even more 

welcoming spaces. 

Our Libraries 

Each of our 92 locations is unique to the neighborhood or research purpose that it fulfills. I 

would like to highlight a few of our unique branches and discuss the research libraries.  

1. Terence Cathedral Cook – this is the only library that I have ever seen in a subway 

station. It is very small, but very handy since one can drop off and pick up books on their 

way to and from the train. It is in the 51st Street station of the 6 train on the east side of 

Manhattan. 

2. Pelham Parkway Van Nest – this is in a Russian speaking neighborhood, so it has many 

items in Russian for the clientele to enjoy. This branch is in the East Bronx. 

http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47dd-e4b4-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99


3. City Island – I visited this quaint library in the peace of the island city. I was delighted by 

its nautical collection, something that the islanders would be pleased by. This branch is 

in the northeast Bronx. 

4. Woodlawn – This small branch in northwest Bronx has a lovely Irish Heritage collection. 

5. Parkchester – This branch has a Bengali collection since the neighborhood has many 

Bengali people. It is in the east Bronx. 

6. High Bridge – This branch is in the west Bronx. It sports a fantastic tree of knowledge in 

the children’s room which the kids can sit underneath to read books. 

7. Tremont – This is a gorgeous Carnegie library that is over a century old. The hardwood 

floors and mahogany wood are beautiful, and the library has a stately look about it. 

8. Belmont – This Bronx branch has an Italian heritage collection and a beautiful atrium in 

the center that is open air up to the second floor, which holds the children’s materials. 

9. Battery Park City – This new age southwest branch is the first Manhattan LEED certified 

green library. 

10. Bronx Library Center – This behemoth grand Bronx branch is the largest public library in 

the Bronx. It serves 800K visitors each year. With six floors, an adult learning center, 

career services department and a Puerto Rican Heritage room, it provides something for 

everyone. The fourth floor has the largest Libros en Espanol collection that I have seen 

in NYPL. 

11. Chatham Square in the southeast Manhattan Chinatown has many books in Chinese for 

the neighborhood residents. 

12. Seward Park is also in Chinatown in Manhattan. It exists adjacent to a lovely park and it 

has Chinese materials. I attended a summer reading celebration there one year, and it 

was a beautiful day in the park. I have also worked there on Sundays. 

13. Jerome Park in the Bronx has a very modern look to it. 

14. Jefferson Market is a former courthouse. It has gorgeous stained glass windows that 

accompany a spiral staircase. A drone touring video was made of this library. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMmuFsCotTA 

15. 53rd Street branch is a wonderful oasis from the hectic Manhattan energy. It is very 

spacious and friendly towards patrons who want to use their laptops in an appealing and 

attractive space. Think of it as an alternative to a coffee shop. 

16. Saint George in northern Staten Island has a wonderful enclosed teen space on the 

lower level. It is set in the most urbanized neighborhood of the borough. 

17. Andrew Heiskell Braille and Talking Book Library on W. 20th Street and Manhattan 

caters not only to NYPL but to all of the five boroughs and Long Island. Members can 

have requested books sent to them on flash drives. Most of the customer service is via  

telephone since members find it challenging to travel to the library. However, they have 

many materials in Braille and large print materials. They also have a Braille study group 

and a book club. I was lucky enough to work there for one day to learn more about the 

library’s operations. 

18. Some Carnegie branches in NYC: Muhlenberg (MN), 96th Street(MN), 67th Street(MN), 

Schomburg Center(MN), Harlem(MN), Hudson Park(MN), Tompkins Square(MN), Hunts 

Point(MN), Port Richmond(SI), St. George(SI), Stapleton (SI), Franklin Ave. (BK), Pacific 

(BK), Park Slope (BK), Walt Whitman (BK), Poppenhusen (Q) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMmuFsCotTA


19. New libraries at NYPL: Niarchos Foundation Library (in construction, to replace former 

Mid-Manhattan Library), Battery Park City, Kingsbridge, Mariner’s Harbor, Westchester 

Square (in construction) 

20. Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture is a beacon of Black history. The 

exhibits are eye-opening, and there is a lovely gift shop that offers books and other 

merchandise for sale. The research collections sport materials on the Harlem 

Renaissance, Green books and more. 

21. Stephen A. Schwarzman Building – We have our own copy of the Gutenberg bible, 

though it is not currently on display. We had grey Lego sculptures of our legendary lions, 

Patience and Fortitude near the Children’s Center on the ground floor. We also have the 

original Winnie the Pooh dolls that Christopher Milne received in 1921 as birthday gifts. 

There is a café on the first floor where people can sit down and eat. The Rose Main 

Reading Room on the third floor, site of many films such as Ghost Busters, is almost as 

long as a football field. 

22. Library for the Performing Arts is nestled amongst Julliard School and other 

performance venues in Lincoln Center in western Manhattan. The architecture of this 

library is interesting, the exhibits are great, and no other lending organization that I know 

of in NYC can rival its circulating music CD collection. I was amazed and impressed by 

the variety and scope of the materials. 

23. Digital locations –  

A. digitalcollections.nypl.org (open source images, both photographs and drawings, 

paintings) 

B. Nypl.org/databases (free access to awesome research resources, including full-text 

options) 

C. Freegal allows downloads of three free songs per day through NYPL portal  

D. Mango Languages is an auditory language learning tool through NYPL portal  

E. PressReader has many magazines and newspapers available in a  full color, full 

page format) through NYPL portal 

F. oldnyc.org (collaboration between NYPL and Google, map of the five boroughs with 

dots on many street corners – find your home address and look at historic 

photographs, I tried my address and the train is conspicuously absent in the early 

photograph).  

G. Kanopy is a great video streaming database for adults and kids that is available free 

through the NYPL portal. 

H. Ebooks.nypl.org – free audiobooks and eBooks with a valid NYPL library card and 

PIN. Ebooks are returned automatically after three weeks, no need to return. Users 

must download overdrive.com, a free software, to their ereader, desktop or phone 

prior to reading e-materials. 

24. Information referral to other NYC resources  

a. NYC Municipal Library and Archives 

b. Stonewall 50th Anniversary – nypl.org/stonewall50 and Gay Center Library and 

Archives 

c. Foundation Center for grant resources 



d. Many museums have libraries open to public for free (eg, MOMA, MET, NY Historical 

Society)  

e. National Archives and Research Administration (NARA) office in NYC 

 

New York Public Library Archives, The New York Public Library. (1950 - 1959).Bookmobile, 

Bronx, 1950s Retrieved from http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/9283c399-2ea5-7bd5-e040-

e00a18066ef5 

Green Infrastructure  

With the capital funds that the three library systems are requesting, I hope that they will use the 

funds to invest in green infrastructure for the good of New Yorkers and the environment. Not 

only is this a good financial investment for the libraries, it is imperative for us to take action now 

to the pernicious forces of climate change. Without attention to this issue, none of us may be 

alive in the future in order to enjoy library services. 

Acquiring Diverse Staff 

I was glad that Majority Leader Cumbo asked a question regarding Women & Minority-Owned 

Business Enterprises (WMBEs). Although the city mandate is 30% of contractors, I believe that 

libraries should strive for 50%. After all, white males do not constitute 70% of the NYC 

population. Care must also be taken to ensure that WMBE does not simply translate into white 

women. People of color and other minorities (such as people with disabilities, immigrants, etc.) 

must be represented in our livelihoods. Having different perspectives only strengthens us. The 

three systems opined that they do not have control of the subcontractors’ MWBE status when 

they work with EDC and DDC. However, they could inform those agencies that they are 

particularly interested in working with diverse subcontractors. 

Another question that I would have liked to have seen asked is regarding the diversity of the 

libraries’ senior management. This issue has previously been discussed in Cultural Affairs 

committee budgetary hearings. Unfortunately, the racial and gender diversity in NYPL’s senior 

management is alarmingly low. Also, the organization has been led by a white male since its 

inception in 1895. Different perspectives help inform more culturally competent services. Care 

must be taken to ensure that diverse panels of interview candidates are assembled and 

considered. 

http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/9283c399-2ea5-7bd5-e040-e00a18066ef5
http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/9283c399-2ea5-7bd5-e040-e00a18066ef5


Thank you! Thank you! 

Thank you again to the city for all that you do to support the libraries and New Yorkers and 

tourists to this megalopolis. Good luck with budget negotiations. We have confidence that you 

will do your best to ensure the stable future of New York City’s cultural and learning materials. 

 

 

The Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division of Art, Prints and Photographs: Picture Collection, The 

New York Public Library. (1939). Guarding the library--New York Retrieved from 

http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/9456c620-e2b6-0135-e671-59c1d918a427 

  

Sincerely, 

 

Miranda J. McDermott 

 

http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/9456c620-e2b6-0135-e671-59c1d918a427

















