
























































 

TESTIMONY ON BEHALF OF BROOKLYN COMMUNITY BOARD 14 

BEFORE THE NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 

Oversight Hearing on Community Board Operations and Needs 

February 25, 2019 

 

Submitted by Alvin M. Berk, Chair, Brooklyn Community Board 14 

 

Thank you to the Government Operations Oversight Committee for this opportunity to present 

testimony of behalf of Brooklyn Community Board 14 and special thanks to the Committee Chairman, 

Council Member Cabrera, for bringing  your experience as a community board member to bear on your 

work in the New York City Council.  We appreciate your insight and support as we all strive to make New 

York City a collection of ever-better communities.   

For years, despite our efforts, appeals and data-backed budget requests as well as your recent efforts to 

support community boards, the City has not provided a significant budget increase, or additional 

capacity support tools such as access to CityNet, or ongoing technical or analytic support to assist the 

work of community boards.  Yet, additional responsibilities including budget functions and privacy 

operations have increased.  At the same time, our population is growing, land development is 

expanding, and community requests for service delivery continue to increase, all putting a strain on the 

productivity of our three person office. 

So, the funding provided to us in this fiscal year could not have come at a better time!  Community 

Board 14 Members wanted to make sure that this one-time allocation would have long lasting impact 

and would improve our ability to serve our community.  Thus, the funding will help support our 12th 

Annual Youth Conference in March, which serves over 500 young people between the ages of 13-21, 

helping prepare them for future endeavors.  We will also expand the reach of our annual Non-Profit 

Roundtable, and coordinate with over 40 local organizations to assist in the 2020 Census Count.  As a 

woefully undercounted community, we trust improvement in our Census numbers will be reflected in 

improved federal allocations and representation, which will surely have long lasting positive impact. 

In addition, the main portion of the funding is allotted to a contract with BetaNYC to develop a New York 

City Community Board tailored Community Relations Management (CRM) tool.  This will ensure that this 

one-time allocation will have a significant impact on our ability to serve our community for years to 

come.  This data tool will help us with service delivery by tracking requests and communications, and 

furnishing analytics that will help us measure community needs more accurately and serve our 

community more efficiently. However, without ongoing funding, that impact will reach a point of 

diminishing returns, as our community grows and changes, and land use, permitting and service delivery 

requests increase.  Simultaneously, board members and staff will change, and the need to adapt and 

expand the CRM system and train users and communicate out to stakeholders will require ongoing 

support.  We therefore ask that funding be baselined into our budgets to continue to improve the 

efficiency and productivity gains that a CRM system supports.  This in turn will help us communicate 

with other city agencies, local elected representatives and better serve our community at large. 

Likewise, Intro 1095 helps ensure that we better serve our community.  Notification of expiring special 

permits and variances prior to their expiration would be helpful in ensuring that stakeholders are 



advised and that we can better prepare and take a broader view of the application.  Just recently, CB 14 

was not notified of the expiration of a variance until the property owner applied for its renewal two 

years after it had already expired. This particular application, which was to allow the continuation of an 

auto-body shop in a residential zone, met with controversy.  If CB 14 had notification two years ago, we 

would have been alerted to engage community members and attempt to address concerns before they 

became a community burden. Sharing timely information with stakeholders who have an impact on an 

outcome shouldn’t even be a question.  We trust this Intro will pass.  

Again, Brooklyn Community Board 14 is grateful for this opportunity to support Intro 1095, and to let 

you know that the funding that was provided this year is not just an expenditure but rather an 

investment in the future of our community and in our ability to ably serve all of its members.  We ask 

that this funding be baselined into our budget going forward in order to expand its potential uses and 

continue to increase our efficiency and capacity. 

Thank you.  
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Chairperson Cabrera and committee members, 

Thank you for affording us this opportunity to make a presentation concerning the recent 

allocation of monies to our District Offices.   

I am here today as the representative of Bronx Community Board 5.  We have the added 

privilege of being represented (in part) by Chairperson Cabrera, so the opportunity to 

testify today is also a means to give thanks for Councilperson Cabrera’s efforts on behalf of 

the community.    

Attention to the needs of the Community Board Districts is greatly appreciated.  As the 

level of government that is most intimately connected to the community it is most welcome 

that we are receiving consideration for our needs.  Anything that can improve the 

operations of the Community District offices is a boon to those community members that 

live and work in our neighborhoods.     

The allocation of $42,500.00 for our District Office’s operations was a most welcome 

boon.  Thank you, Councilperson Cabrera and all of the members of the New York City 

Council.  These monies will go a long way to improving the operations of the Community 

Board office.  We have and intend to use these monies to buy needed equipment for our 

office, purchase promotional items that will be of use at community-events to give-away 

and improve community events by providing additional resources such as petting zoos.   



Although the allocation of this $42,500 as a one-time allocation is greatly appreciated, we 

would like to, respectfully, recommend improvements in any future allocations.  These are: 

 Institutionalize this allocation so that it can be incorporated, on an ongoing basis, 

into the District Office’s budget. 

 Remove the prohibition on using the monies for capital expenditures.  Our office 

could have benefited from this money if we had been able to make improvements in 

our office’s telecommunication and physical infrastructure. 

In addition, as regards other matters for the District offices greater efficiency, we 

recommend the following: 

 Reinstatement of parking privileges for Board Chairpersons and the District 

Offices’ Community Coordinators. 

 Increase Community District offices so that more staff may be hired, which will 

accommodate the growing diversity and breadth of our community.   

 Periodic City sponsored leadership training/retreats for Board members and staff. 

 Reinstatement of the ULURP privileges that the Community Board s once had.   

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

 

Ken Brown 
District Manager  
Bronx Community Board 5 
BCC Campus, Gould Residential Hall, Room 200 
Bronx, NY  10453 
(office) 718-364-2030 
(cellular) 646-988-7423 
Kennbrown@cb.nyc.gov 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BCC Campus * Gould Hall, Room 200 * 2155 University Avenue * Bronx, New York 10453 

Telephone (718) 364-2030 * Facsimile (718) 220-8426 * bx05@cb.nyc.gov 
 

 
Serving these Neighborhoods: 

Fordham, Morris Heights, Mount Hope, University Heights 
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