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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Good morning Chair Barron, Chair Levin, and Honorable Members of the Higher Education and General 

Welfare Committees.  

I would like to begin my testimony today by thanking you for your on-going support of The City 

University of New York and for your enduring commitment to the health, safety and academic success of 

CUNY students. My name is Chris Rosa and I proudly serve as CUNY’s Interim Vice Chancellor for Student 

Affairs. 

I’d like to introduce my colleagues. I am joined today by Deborah Harte, the founding director of Single 

Stop at the Borough of Manhattan Community College, who will provide detailed information about 

Single Stop’s contribution to eliminating food insecurity at CUNY. Sitting next to Deborah is Dr. Charles 

Platkin, Executive Director of the Hunter College New York City Food Policy Center who will speak about 

the impact of food insecurity and hunger on academic performance and success. He will also provide 

strategies to address this issue. 

 

The Need 

As you all know, all students attending a NYC DOE school all eligible to receive breakfast and lunch at no 

cost. Then, upon entering CUNY, students must pay in full for their meals. Almost 80 percent of CUNY’s 

first-time freshmen come from the NYC Department of Education1 and 42 percent of all first-time 

freshmen come from households with annual incomes of $20,000 or less.2 Purchasing meals can be a 

hardship for many students. (May I also add that these students lose free transportation and now bear 

the additional cost of MetroCards. We are very hopeful that the Fair Fares program will lessen the 

burden for many CUNY students.) 

                                                           
1 CUNY Office of Institutional Research and Assessment, A Profile of Undergraduates at CUNY Senior and Community Colleges: 
Fall 2017. See: http://www2.cuny.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/page-
assets/about/administration/offices/oira/institutional/data/current-student-data-book-by-subject/ug_student_profile_f17.pdf 
2 Ibid. 

http://www2.cuny.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/page-assets/about/administration/offices/oira/institutional/data/current-student-data-book-by-subject/ug_student_profile_f17.pdf
http://www2.cuny.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/page-assets/about/administration/offices/oira/institutional/data/current-student-data-book-by-subject/ug_student_profile_f17.pdf
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Research conducted by Healthy CUNY and the CUNY Urban Food Policy Institute found that 15 percent 

of CUNY undergraduates under the age of 30 (approximately 36,000 students) reported that they had 

gone hungry often or sometimes in the past 12 months.3 The researchers also found that food insecure 

students had, on average, lower GPAs than food secure students and were more likely than their food 

secure peers to take a leave of absence (48% vs. 32%).4 

 

CUNY Programs and Policies That Address Food Insecurity 

In 2018, Governor Cuomo’s State of the State address included the “No Student Goes Hungry” proposal 

that contained five elements, including a requirement that all CUNY and SUNY schools have food 

pantries and/or vouchers.  

Furthermore, in late August 2018, Governor Cuomo announced: “…100 percent of all New York State 

public colleges at The State University of New York and The City University of New York will have a food 

pantry or stigma-free food access for students in need by the end of the fall semester.”  

Consistent with the intent of the Governor’s proposals, CUNY has implemented programs and services 

to make sure that no CUNY student goes hungry. We know that it is in the best interests of all our food 

insecure students to have access to food.   

All 18 undergraduate institutions have at least a food pantry or on-campus food vouchers – and many 

have both. Additionally, several colleges have adopted Grab-N-Go takeaway bags containing non-

perishable, nutritious food items that can be consumed at school or at home. A few community colleges 

provide students access to enough food to feed themselves and their families. For example, LaGuardia 

Community College serves students Monday-Friday on a walk-in basis. Food items are student selected 

and disbursed in quantities that accommodate an individual or family for 7 days x 3 meals per day. At 

Lehman College there is the “Dining Dollars Initiative.” Students who are identified through an 

application process are provided with a financial allocation that is added to their student ID account. 

Each student awarded is provided dining dollars that can be utilized at on-campus facilities.  John Jay 

College for Criminal Justice implemented the “Comfort Station” which provides nutritious breakfasts, 

lunch and snack items, including sandwiches, bagels, cream cheese, eggs, oatmeal, macaroni and 

cheese, soups to accommodate students’ busy schedules. 

At CUNY’s smaller schools (i.e., graduate and professional schools- as well as SPS where most students 

are online students) where a pantry is not feasible, there must be at least one staff member who is 

responsible for assisting students who are food insecure. The colleges are obligated to make sure 

students know who the staff members are. 

                                                           
3 Freudenberg, N., Ending Food Insecurity and Housing Instability at CUNY, Forum on Emergency Needs of CUNY Students, 
January 2018. 
4 Ibid. 
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A few colleges are facing serious space constraints which have made establishing pantries difficult. All of 

these colleges however have come up with other innovative solutions, including on-campus food 

vouchers and Grab-N-Go takeaway bags. 

More than 10 (and increasing) of our colleges work closely with the Food Bank of NYC – and this a 

partnership we encourage. There are many advantages to working with the Food Bank, including 

nutritional guidance, technical support, healthy food at a reduced price and delivery to the campus.  A 

few campuses have relationships with local supermarkets that donate gift cards over the holidays. Some 

colleges are working with GrowNYC to provide students with fresh food boxes. The boxes are delivered 

to the campus where students can pick them up. The food boxes cost $14/box but with a generous grant 

from the Carroll and Milton Petrie Foundation, students are able to receive the fresh food boxes at no 

cost. 

In regard to outreach, while some colleges are doing a better job than others, all take outreach very 

seriously and understand that this is a critical component of addressing food insecurity. We find that 

colleges with newer pantries have more of a challenge as students must be educated about the 

resource. Several of our campuses are doing superb jobs in regard to outreach and are able to provide 

technical assistance.  

Funding for these programs and services comes from a variety of sources, including student groups, 

dedicated student fees, campus investments and private foundations. We are especially grateful to the 

Carroll and Milton Petrie Foundation that for the 2018-19 academic year awarded $20,000 grants to 

each undergraduate institution to address student hunger. Petrie has asked for the undergraduate 

colleges to submit renewal applications for the 2019-2020 academic year; renewal applications will be 

reviewed at the Petrie Foundation Board meeting in May.   

Furthermore, CUNY’s Single Stop Program, now at all community colleges and one senior college (John 

Jay) has provided students with access to food and has screened for SNAP-eligibility for almost eight 

years. In fact, food pantries at the community colleges are maintained by Single Stop. Deborah Harte, 

the founding director of Single Stop at the Borough of Manhattan Community College, is here today to 

provide more detailed information about Single Stop’s contribution to eliminating food insecurity at 

CUNY. She will also describe BMCC’s model outreach program. 

An innovative program is Healthy CUNY’s Food Security Advocates Project that trains students to 

educate their peers about programs such as SNAP and WIC and connect students to food pantries and 

Single Stop Centers. 

 

College Students and SNAP-Eligibility  

According to the New York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance, the general rule for 

college students’ eligibility for SNAP is: “Most able-bodied students ages 18 through 49 who are enrolled 
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at least half-time in college or other institution of higher education are not eligible for SNAP.”5 

(Emphasis added.) However, there are several exception to this rule.6 That said, we know that there are 

still students who satisfy one or more of these exemptions and SNAP outreach and screening remain an 

important strategy for combatting food insecurity. Note: this rule is a function of federal law, not state 

law.7  

 

In closing, on behalf of the City University of New York, I would like to express our appreciation to the 

Council for shining a light on this serious issue. As always, we look forward to partnering with the 

Council to address student food insecurity. Thank you again. 

 

                                                           
5 NYS Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program at 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/snap/qanda.asp#students  
6 “Students may be able to get SNAP, if otherwise eligible, if they: Receive public assistance benefits under a Title IV-A program; 
or Take part in a state or federally-financed work study program; or Work on average 20 hours per week; or Are a single parent 
enrolled full time and taking care of a dependent household member under the age of 12. Students also may be able to get 
SNAP, if otherwise eligible, if they are taking care of a dependent household member under the age of 6, or if they are taking 
care of a dependent household member age 6 through 11 and do not have adequate child care to enable them to work a 
minimum of 20 hours per week, or take part in a state or federally-financed work study program while attending school. 
Students who are assigned to or placed in college or certain other schools as part of certain job or employment training 
programs may also be eligible for SNAP.” Ibid. 
7 See: United States Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service, Facts About SNAP at 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/facts-about-snap  

http://otda.ny.gov/programs/snap/qanda.asp#students
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/facts-about-snap

























