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Topic I: New York City Planning Commission – (Manhattan Borough President nominee for appointment upon advice and consent of the Council)

· Anna Hayes Levin [M-1510]

Section 192 of the New York City Charter (“Charter”) states that there shall be a thirteen-member CPC, with seven appointments made by the Mayor (including the Chair), one by the Public Advocate, and one by each Borough President.  All members, except the Chair, are subject to the advice and consent of the Council.  Further, the Charter states that members are to be chosen for their independence, integrity, and civic commitment.


The Charter provides that CPC members serve for staggered five-year terms, except for the Chair, who as Director of the Department of City Planning (Charter section 191), serves at the pleasure of the Mayor.  For purposes of Chapter 68 (Conflicts of Interest) of the Charter, CPC members, other than the Chair, shall not be considered regular employees of the City.  There is no limitation on the number of terms that a CPC member may serve.  CPC members are prohibited from holding any other City office while they serve on CPC.  The Chair receives an annual salary of $181, 719.  The member who is designated as Vice-Chair receives an annual salary of $57, 573.  The other members receive an annual salary of $50, 064.    


CPC is responsible for:

· undertaking long-range planning for the City’s orderly growth, improvement and future development, including appropriate resources for housing, business, industry, recreation and culture;

· assisting the Mayor and other officials in developing the ten-year capital strategy, the four-year capital program and the annual Statement of Needs;  

· overseeing and coordinating environmental reviews under the City Environmental Quality Review (“CEQR”), as mandated by state law (Environmental Conservation Law – Article 8); 

· preparing a zoning and planning report at least once every four years, which includes a review of the Zoning Resolution, with any recommendations for changes and proposals for implementing planning policies; and
· approving or disapproving the acquisition by the City of office space.
CPC has also promulgated rules:

· establishing minimum standards for certifying Uniform Land Use and Review Procedure (“ULURP”) applications and specific time periods for pre-certification review;
· creating capital site selection criteria;
· setting minimum standards for the form and content of plans for the development of the City and boroughs; and
· defining “major concessions.”  
Ms. Levin is scheduled to appear before the Committee on Rules, Privileges, and Elections on August 20, 2009.  Upon appointment by the Manhattan Borough President with the advice and consent of the Council, Ms. Levin, a resident of Manhattan, will be eligible to serve for the remainder of a five-year term that expires on June 30, 2014.  A copy of Ms. Levin’s résumé and report/resolution is annexed to this Briefing paper.    

Topic II: New York City Environmental Control Board – (Mayoral nominee for appointment upon advice and consent of the Council)

· Ernest J. Cavallo [M-1509]
Within the New York City Department of Environmental Protection there is an Environmental Control Board (“ECB”) that adjudicates notices of violation issued by various city agencies including the Departments of Environmental Protection, Police, Sanitation, Health and Mental Hygiene, Fire and Buildings.  ECB has the power to render decisions and orders and to impose civil penalties under law provided for such violations.  ECB may apply to a court of competent jurisdiction for enforcement of any decision, order or subpoena that it issues.  ECB’s responsibilities and structure are outlined in New York City Charter section 1404. 
Among the provisions of law enforced by ECB are those relating to the cleanliness of city streets; the disposal of wastes; the purity of the water supply; the regulation of street peddling; and the city response to emergencies caused by releases or threatened releases of hazardous substances.  ECB may also adopt regulations pertaining to emissions into the city air and into the waters.  ECB has the authority to make, amend or rescind such rules and regulations to carry out its duties.  Also, ECB has concurrent jurisdiction with the Board of Health to enforce those provisions of the health code and the rules and regulations relating thereto that the Board of Health shall designate.

ECB consists of the Commissioners of the Departments of Environmental Protection, Sanitation, Health and Mental Hygiene, Buildings, Police, Fire and Consumer Affairs, as well as six persons appointed by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the Council.  The Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection serves as Chair of ECB.  Within its appropriation, ECB may appoint an Executive Director and such hearing officers, including non-salaried hearing officers and other employees as it finds necessary, to properly perform its duties.

Members other than agency Commissioners may not be employed by the City.  Five of the six non-Commission members must possess broad general background and experience, one in each of the following areas: air pollution control, water pollution control, noise pollution control, real estate, or the business community.  The sixth non-Commissioner member represents the general public.  Members other than the agency Commissioners are compensated and receive a $175.10 per-diem when performing the work of ECB.  Member terms are for four years.     
Mr. Cavallo is scheduled to appear before the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections on Thursday, August 20, 2009.  Upon appointment by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the Council, Mr. Cavallo will fill the General Public member vacancy and serve the remainder of a four-year term that will expire on March 5, 2011.  A copy of Mr. Cavallo’s résumé and report/resolution is annexed to this Briefing paper.
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