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I. INTRODUCTION


On September 26, 2018, the Committee on Consumer Affairs and Business Licensing, chaired by Council Member Rafael Espinal, will hold a vote on four pieces of legislation: Proposed Introductory Bill Number 723-A (Int. 723-A), requiring sight-seeing bus operators to submit operating plans to the department of transportation; Proposed Introductory Bill Number 727-A (Int. 727-A), in relation to strengthening the licensing requirements in the sight-seeing bus industry; Proposed Introductory Bill Number 959-A (Int. 959-A), in relation to expanding the zone around the World Trade Center in which food and general vendors are prohibited; and Proposed Introductory Bill Number 969-A (Int. 969-A), in relation to obstructions and street vendors in certain areas of downtown Flushing. 

The Committee has previously held hearings on these bills, gathering testimony from the Administration, business representatives and stakeholders. The feedback and suggestions from these hearings has been incorporated into the final versions of the bills. 

II. BACKGROUND

a. Sightseeing buses 
New York City has long been one of the world’s preeminent travel destinations for both business and leisure. Despite its global reputation as a hub for international commerce and high finance, tourism remains one of New York City’s most profitable sources of revenue. In 2016, the direct spending by visitors to New York City generated $43 billion,
 and in 2017 there were a record 62.8 million visitors to New York City – the eighth consecutive year of growth.
 The sightseeing bus industry has grown substantially in that time, benefiting from the increase in tourism in New York. According to the Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA), there are currently eight licensed sightseeing bus companies and 197 sightseeing buses,
 a figure that has more than tripled since 2004.
 

While sightseeing buses are now an integral part of the City’s tourism industry, they have also been involved in a number of accidents over the past few years. On June 18, 2014, a sightseeing bus struck an elderly woman in the West Village. She was caught under the vehicle’s wheels and suffered serious injuries.
 In August of 2014, two sightseeing buses collided in Times Square, injuring at least 14 pedestrians.
 One of the drivers in the incident, whose license had been suspended 11 times previously, was arrested and charged with driving while impaired.
 On July 3, 2015, a sightseeing bus struck a man in Greenwich Village, pinning him beneath the bus’s wheels and partially dislocating his leg.
 On July 21, 2016, 13 people were injured aboard a sightseeing bus when it mounted the curb and crashed into a tree along Central Park.
 The crash shut down Fifth Avenue for five hours.
 In November of 2017, three people were hospitalized when a charter bus driver struck a delivery truck outside of the Richard Rodgers Theater.
 
According to a recent report by State Senator Brad Hoylman, titled “Thrown Under the Bus: How Lax State Laws for Double-Decker Tour Buses are Endangering the Lives of New Yorkers,” there is confusion over the appropriate regulator responsible for sightseeing buses and drivers in New York City.
 For example, while sightseeing buses are licensed by DCA, they are also regulated by the City’s Department of Transportation (DOT) and New York Police Department (NYPD), as well as the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) and state Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV).

Double-decker sightseeing buses are also able to avoid certain legal limitations because they are exempt from Article 19-A of the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law, which is administered by the DMV and establishes that buses are subject to more exacting licensing requirements than passenger vehicles. As a consequence of this exemption, double-decker sightseeing operators are not required to retain records pertaining to their drivers, such as hires and departures, or track the number of collisions and convictions that involve their drivers.
 Double-decker sightseeing operators are also exempt from prohibitions pertaining to operating a bus while impaired, hiring convicted sex offenders, and leaving the scene of an accident.
 Such legislative gaps have ensured that sightseeing buses operate in a gray area between the extensive regulatory requirements of state law, and the more limited powers of DCA and DOT. Both Int. 723-A and Int. 727-A aim to mitigate these and other issues associated with the regulation of the sightseeing bus industry in New York City.  
b. Street Vendors 
Street vendors are a prominent part of New York City’s streetscape and socio-economic community. There are four types of street vendors in New York City – general vendors, food vendors, First Amendment vendors, and veteran vendors. General, food and veteran vendors are required to be licensed. Food vendors must additionally secure a food vending permit for the unit from which they vend food. The number of available general vendor licenses and food vendor permits are capped. Veteran vendor licenses are unlimited pursuant to State law but a veteran who wishes to vend food must also secure a food vendor permit. First Amendment vendors are not required to be licensed but must abide by various time, place and manner restrictions.
 

Despite their popularity, street vendors have prompted community complaints, which have remained largely constant for decades. Residents and business owners in some neighborhoods argue that street vendors contribute to sidewalk congestion and sanitation problems, are unsightly, and unfairly compete with brick and mortar businesses that bear significant overhead costs. Local government has sought to balance the benefits of street vending with these opposing needs and concerns through licensing and regulations.

Street Vending in the World Trade Center Precinct  
The September 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center substantially changed this sector of lower Manhattan. The redevelopment of the area, together with heightened security risks provoked a substantial reexamination of the area’s security plan. The ‘Campus Plan’, which was drafted soon after the attacks, currently dictates security provisions for vehicles and street vendors within the 16 acre area.
 Under this plan, food vendors are prevented from trading in the area bounded on the east by the easterly side of Broadway, on the south by the southerly side of Liberty Street, on the west by the westerly side of West Street and on the north by the northerly side of Vesey Street, as illustrated in the map below. 
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The redevelopment and revitalization of the area since the opening of the Westfield shopping district, PATH passageways connecting to the NYC subway stations, and new office towers have increased activity in the area. The 9/11 Memorial and Museum calculates that over 30 million people have visited the memorial since its opening in 2011.
 Additionally, on an average weekday in 2017, more than 60,000 commuters used the World Trade Center PATH station
 and with the opening of Tower Three in June 2018, the Port Authority of New Jersey and New York expects vehicle traffic in the area to increase by 80 percent.
 
This increased activity provides ample foot traffic and offers an advantageous area for food vendors to operate. However, the NYPD and Port Authority have raised concerns that the current food-vending exclusion zone is not as secure as it could be. For example, the current street boundaries put the security booths (known as sally points) beyond the exclusion zone, as illustrated in the map above. This means that vendors can set-up right alongside or near the booths which, with the addition of a crowd of customers, severely obstructs the line-of site. 
The alterations to the current exclusion zone proposed by Int. 959-A, extend the vending exclusion zone’s northerly boundary from the northerly side of Vesey Street to southerly side of Barclay Street (bordered still by the easterly side of Broadway, the southerly side of Liberty Street and the westerly side of West Street), which would situate the sally points within the exclusion zone. 
It also prohibits food and general vending on West Broadway from Park Place to Barclay Street and on Broadway between Barclay Street and Vesey Street. This would keep sally points free from obstructions and vulnerabilities brought by vending carts, but allow the vendors to continue to trade close by.

In order to keep as many vendors in the area as possible, while balancing security requirements, Int. 959-A makes a number of boundary carve-outs to areas of the zone that can accommodate vending while preserving the necessary distance around security points. For example, while the boundary will encompass the south side of Barclay St, between Liberty St and West St, a carve-out will permit vending on the south side of Barclay St between Church St and Broadway. Vending will also be permitted on both sides of Broadway and the east side of West St, in the areas between Barclay St and Vesey St. These carve-outs, in addition to the great care taken to ensure that there would be minimal restrictions around the high-volume vending space of Zuccotti Park, will be able to keep the impact on vendors to an absolute minimum. 
Street vending in Flushing, Queens  

Downtown Flushing is a vibrant and bustling area within the borough of Queens. With an estimated population of over 72,000, 70 percent of which is of Asian descent, downtown Flushing is sometimes referred to as “the Chinese Manhattan.”
 This area is also experiencing a development boom with a range of new business and residential developments in the works.
 This includes the Flushing Commons megaproject that will consist of 600 apartments, a 1,000-space underground parking garage, one and a half acres of open space, and 350,000 square-feet of commercial space.
 Other notable projects in the area include: the redevelopment of the former Flushing Mall site into a 1.2 million square-foot, mixed-use space known as ‘Tangram’;
 ‘Queens Crossing’, a mixed-used development made up of 110,000 square-feet of retail space, 37, 000 square-feet for entertainment and dining, and 144,000 square-feet for offices;
 and ‘One Flushing’, an affordable housing project made up of 231 apartments.
 Given that the area is also one of the largest transportation hubs in New York City, with more than 20 bus lines, the 7 subway stop and nearby Long Island Railroad lines,
 it is no wonder it is such an attractive environment for business and residential investment. 
However, this rapid growth has also caused problems and residents and merchants alike indicate that addressing traffic and pedestrian congestion, sanitation and improving the area’s streetscapes could vastly enhance the living and shopping experience.
 Downtown Flushing has a population density, per square mile, that is almost twice that of New York City,
 so competition for sidewalk space is at a critical level. This area’s residents already experience the heaviest foot traffic outside of Manhattan,
 which is why Int. 969-A seeks to limit sidewalk obstructions and restrict the areas and times where street vendors can locate themselves.   

According to relevant information from the Council Member’s office, over the past nine years, representatives from DCA and other City agencies have worked closely with the area’s Council Member, Peter Koo, and his staff to understand the unique sidewalk congestion issues in Flushing. The representatives have been on site visits to the district where they have been able to witness the number of competing interests, both legitimate and illegal, that vie for the limited sidewalk space every day in downtown Flushing. Walking through downtown Flushing, pedestrians have to navigate through everything from licensed food vendor carts to health insurance and cell phone businesses hawking their wares and services on outside tables, to unlicensed individuals selling pre-cut fruit. This is in addition to the sidewalk congestion caused by heavy foot traffic, thanks to the area’s variety of transit options, ongoing construction, due to the numerous redevelopment projects, as well a growing number of tourists thanks to the area’s mounting reputation as a food and cultural destination. 
III. BILL ANALYSIS
a. Proposed Int. No. 723-A 

Section one of the bill would add a new subdivision to section 19-175.6 of the Code to require that each applicant for a sightseeing bus license shall first obtain authorization from DOT for all bus stops. 


Subdivision a of § 19-175.6 sets out the criteria DOT must consider when issuing an authorization. Specifically: (i) concerns for traffic, bicycle and pedestrian flow, and public safety; (ii) preferences of the applicant; (iii) consultation with the relevant community board during a 45 day comment period; (iv) number of stops proposed and viability of route as determined by DOT; (v) proposed location of garage of other parking for buses when they are picking up/dropping off passengers or are not in use; and (vi) any other criteria deemed appropriate by DOT.  


Subdivision b permits DOT to attach conditions to any authorizations it issues. A violation of any of these conditions shall constitute grounds for revocation of an authorization. DOT must notify DCA of any revocations. Subdivision c allows DOT to require sightseeing buses to transmit location data in order to determine whether any authorizations should be granted, renewed or revoked, and subdivision d establishes that the DOT will create criteria for sightseeing bus companies that possess bus stops prior to the passing of this bill, to maintain their authorizations for up to three years after the effective date of the legislation. 

Int. 723-A also amends section 20-374 of the Code. The new subdivision d under this section requires the sightseeing bus owner to notify DCA within five days, in the event that the bus stop authorization from DOT is modified or revoked. Under the new subdivision e, sightseeing bus companies that do not require bus stops for its operations must provide information to DCA on whether they engage in pickup/discharging of passengers and, if so, the locations where this will occur. 

Finally, subdivision a of § 20-383 is amended so that the grounds for suspension or revocation of a sightseeing bus license by DCA now includes the revocation of one or more bus stop authorizations from DOT or, if the company does not require on-street bus stops for its operations, three or more violations related to this provision, within a two year period. This section also adds that if a sightseeing bus license is suspended or revoked by DCA, this department must notify DOT as soon as practicable. 
b. Proposed Int. No. 727-A

Section one of the bill would amend the Code by adding a paragraph 11 to section 20-372 to define the term “sight-seeing bus driver” as any natural person who operates a sightseeing bus in the City of New York. 


Section two of the bill would amend the Code by adding a new section 20-376.2. Subdivision a of the new section would provide that it is unlawful for an owner of a sightseeing bus company to hire a sightseeing bus driver unless that person meets certain criteria. Such criteria include that the driver: 
1. Possesses a valid commercial driver license for the operation of such bus pursuant to the state vehicle and traffic law;

2. Has not had their motor vehicle license or commercial driver license suspended or revoked two or more times within the past five years;

3. Has not accumulated nine or points on their driving record within an 18 month period; and

4. Has not been convicted of any alcohol or drug-related offense within the past three years.

Under thus bill, the owner of the sightseeing bus company will required to provide DCA with an affidavit of compliance to illustrate that they have complied with the above provisions.

Under subdivision c, the owner of the sightseeing bus company must notify DCA, within three days, if an accident has occurred with one of the company’s buses, or a traffic violation (that would accrue traffic points) has been committed by one of the drivers driving the sightseeing bus. Furthermore, if one of the company’s drivers is charged with any drug or alcohol related traffic (or similar) offence, the sightseeing bus company is required to notify DCA as soon as possible.  
Subdivision d requires the owner of a sightseeing bus company to register all drivers licensed in the state of New York in the License Event Notification Service offered by the state department of motor vehicles, and maintain a record of all such notifications for each driver. 

Subdivision e requires the owners of a sightseeing bus company to maintain and update a driving record for each of their drivers, and make these records available to DCA upon request. The records shall include, at a minimum, the following information for the time during which the driver is employed by the company and for the five years preceding the date on which such employment began:

1. Copies of all commercial driver’s licenses;
2. The expiration and renewal dates of any commercial driver’s license; 
3. Any order of suspension, revocation or restoration of a motor vehicle or commercial driver’s license; 
4. Any traffic violation that could be the basis for the assignment of points, any alcohol or drug-related offense or any similar offense, or any criminal offense involving the operation of a motor vehicle; 
5. Any traffic accidents that must be reported to DCA pursuant to subdivision c of this section;
6. Any completed driver training courses; and 
7. Proof of passage of any physical examinations required to maintain a commercial driver’s license.

Under subdivision f, these records will need to be updated, at minimum, every two months and maintained for as long as the driver is employed by the sightseeing bus company. After the driver has left the company, these records need to be maintained for one year.  
c. Proposed Int. No. 959-A 
Int. 959-A extends the vending exclusion zone around the World Trade Center (WTC) in order to encapsulate new security points that were not included when the zone was first created. Under Int. 959-A the exclusion zone will extend to the northerly boundary to the southern side of Barclay Street. Additionally, under Int. 959-A, general and food vending will be prohibited on the:

1. East and west sides of Greenwich St, between Liberty St and Thames St; 

2. Easterly side of West Broadway between Barclay St and Park Place; 

3. North and south sides of Liberty St between Trinity Place and West St; 

4. Easterly side of West St between Liberty St and Cedar St; 

5. Westerly side of West St between Liberty St and Cedar St; and

6. Westerly side of Trinity Place between Liberty St and Thames St. 
To limit the impact on vendors, certain parts of the proposed exclusion zone that do not have security points were identified and Int. 959-A incorporates the following carve-outs in order to continue to allow vending on the following streets:

1. Both sides of Broadway between Barclay St and Vesey St;

2. The easterly side of West St between Barclay St and Vesey St; and 
3. The southerly side of Barclay St between Church St and Broadway.
d. Proposed Int. No. 969-A
Int. 969-A adds an additional section to Subdivision l of section 17-315 of the administrative code of the city of New York, which currently lists a number of vending restrictions in the borough of Manhattan. Int. 969-A adds restrictions for the borough of Queens so that, between the hours of noon to midnight, food vending is not permitted on: 
1. Main St between Northern Blvd and Sanford Ave; 

2. 38th St between Prince St and 138th St; 

3. Prince St between 38th Ave and 39th Ave;

4. 39th Ave between College Point Blvd and Union St;

5. Roosevelt Ave between College Point Blvd and Union St;

6. 41st Ave between College Point Blvd and Union St; 

7. Kissena Blvd between 41st Ave to Barclay Ave; and

8. Sanford Ave between Frame Place and Main St. 
Int. 969-A also adds a new paragraph to subdivision g of section 20-465 of the administrative code of the city of New York and creates an area where general vending is prohibited. Under paragraph 4, general venders would be prohibited from vending in the area of Queens bounded on the east by the easterly side of Union Street, on the south by the southerly side of Sanford Avenue, on the west by the westerly side of College Point Boulevard and on the north by the northerly side of Northern Boulevard.
Finally, Int. 969-A adds additional paragraphs to subdivision a of section 19-136 of the administrative code of the city of New York, which currently lists streets where Christmas trees and other similar obstructions are prevented from being sold on sidewalks in certain months. The new paragraphs 29 through 34 prevent these obstructions from being sold on the streets and intersections that take in:

1. Main St between Northern Blvd and Sanford Ave;

2. Roosevelt Ave between College Point Blvd and Union St;
3. Kissena Blvd between 41st Ave to Barclay Ave;
4. 40th Rd between Prince St and Main St; 
5. 41st Ave between Main St and Union St;
6. 41st Rd between Main St and Frame Pl

Proposed Int. No. 723-A

By the Speaker (Council Member Johnson) and Council Members Menchaca and Koslowitz
..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring sight-seeing bus operators to submit operating plans to the department of transportation

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 2 of Chapter 1 of Title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-175.6, to read as follows:
§ 19-175.6 On-street bus stops for sight-seeing buses. a. The commissioner shall provide written authorization for on-street bus stops for sight-seeing bus companies pursuant to subdivision d of section 20-374  of this code on the basis of the following criteria: (i) traffic, bicycle and pedestrian flow, and public safety; (ii) preferences of the sight-seeing bus permit applicant; (iii) consultation with the local community board for the district encompassing the location to be authorized, including but not limited to a notice and comment period of 45 days prior to the authorization or permanent amendment thereto; (iv) the number of stops proposed and the viability of a proposed bus stop schedule as determined by the commissioner; (v) the availability and location of planned garage or other parking space for periods when buses picking up or discharging passengers at the authorized stops are not in use; and (vi) any other criteria deemed appropriate by the commissioner. The commissioner shall approve or deny such authorizations no later than 180 days from the date of the application. 
b. When authorizing one or more on-street bus stops for sight-seeing buses, the commissioner shall specify the conditions on which such authorization is based. Any violation of such conditions shall be grounds for revocation of such bus stop authorization. The commissioner shall notify the commissioner of consumer affairs of any such revocations as soon as practicable.

c. As a condition for authorizing one or more on-street bus stops for sightseeing buses, the commissioner may require an owner of a sight-seeing bus company to collect and transmit to the commissioner bus location data in the form and frequency determined by the commissioner, including real time electronic location tracking data. Such data may be used by the commissioner in determining whether on-street bus stop authorizations should be granted, renewed or revoked.

d. The commissioner shall by rule establish criteria under which sight-seeing bus companies that possess on-street bus stop authorizations prior to the effective date of this section may be issued an authorization to use such bus stops for a period of up to three years from the effective date of this section.
§2. Section 20-374 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision d, to read as follows:

d. An owner of a sight-seeing bus company applying for or renewing a license  issued pursuant to subdivision a of this section shall first obtain written authorization from the commissioner of transportation for all designated on-street bus stops for the pickup and discharge of passengers in order to be eligible for the issuance or renewal of such license. Sight-seeing bus owners shall, in the event that a written authorization required by this subdivision is modified or revoked by the commissioner of transportation, notify the commissioner within five days of receiving notice of such modification or revocation.

e An owner of a sight-seeing bus company that does not have a written authorization from the commissioner of transportation because such sight-seeing bus company does not require on-street bus stops for its operations, shall provide the department with information on whether (i) such sight-seeing bus company engages in the pickup or discharge of passengers at various locations in the city, and if so, then (ii) such owner of a sight-seeing bus company shall provide to the department a list of all such passenger pick up and discharge locations. 

§3.Subdivision a of section 20-383 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 41 for the year 2005, is amended to read as follows:
a. After notice and opportunity to be heard, the commissioner may suspend or revoke any sight-seeing bus license where the holder has failed to comply with any provisions of this subchapter or of the rules promulgated thereunder, or with any other laws or rules governing sight-seeing buses, or which sight-seeing bus is otherwise found to be unfit for operation. Such suspension shall remain in effect until compliance and fitness have been established by the licensee and accepted by the department. Grounds for suspension or revocation shall include, but not be limited to, revocation of one or more bus stop authorizations by the commissioner of transportation pursuant to section 19-175.6 of this code, three or more violations of paragraph 2 of subdivision e of section 20-374 of this subchapter within a two year period, installation of an engine which does not meet the requirements of subdivision b of section 20-376 of this subchapter, being found to have violated the requirements for diesel fuel-powered sight-seeing buses contained in section 24-163.6 of the administrative code, failure to submit a bus for inspection, installation of an engine not covered by a certificate of conformity in a vehicle which was originally manufactured with such an engine and installation of an engine of any model year preceding the year of manufacture in a vehicle which was originally manufactured with an engine covered by a certificate of conformity. The commissioner shall, as soon as practicable, notify the commissioner of transportation of each sight-seeing bus license that is suspended or revoked. 
§4. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law, except that the commissioner of transportation and the commissioner of consumer affairs shall take such measures as are necessary for the implementation of this local law, including the promulgation of rules, before such date.

Proposed Int. No. 727-A
By Council Members Espinal, Menchaca and Koslowitz
..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to strengthening the licensing requirements in the sight-seeing bus industry

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 20-372 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision 11 to read as follows:


11. "Sight-seeing bus driver" shall mean any natural person who operates a sight-seeing bus in the city of New York.

§ 2. Subdivision a of section 20-376 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:


A vehicle shall be licensed as a sight-seeing bus only after it shall have been examined and inspected to determine that it complies with this section, and that it also (1) complies with all the requirements of the vehicle and traffic law of the state of New York, and (2) is certified by the department of transportation of the state, as being safe and properly equipped to operate, or if the department of transportation of the state determines an inspection by that department is not required, is certified by the department of motor vehicles of the state.

§ 3. Subchapter 21 of chapter 2 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 20-376.2 to read as follows:


§ 20-376.2 Sight-seeing bus drivers. a. It shall be unlawful for an owner of a sight-seeing bus company to employ any person as a sight-seeing bus driver unless that person:

1. Possesses a valid commercial driver’s license for the operation of such bus and is not disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle pursuant to federal law;

2. Has not had their commercial driver’s license suspended or revoked two or more times within the past five years;

3. Has not accumulated nine or more points on their driving record for acts that occurred within an eighteen month period, except that a person may be employed as a sight-seeing bus driver if one year has passed since the end of the eighteen month period in which such points were accumulated or the person has reduced the points to less than nine through the successful completion of a motor vehicle accident prevention course; and

4. Has not been convicted of any alcohol or drug-related offense pursuant to article 31 of the vehicle and traffic law or any similar offenses under the laws of any other jurisdiction within the past three years. 

b. An owner of a sight-seeing bus company is deemed to have complied with subdivision a of this section if such owner provides to the department a copy of the affidavit of compliance submitted pursuant to subdivision c of section 509-j of the vehicle and traffic law.

c. Within three business days, an owner of a sight-seeing bus company shall inform the commissioner about any accident involving one of the company’s sight-seeing buses that must be reported to the state department of motor vehicles pursuant to section 605 of the vehicle and traffic law or any traffic violation committed by a driver while operating one of the company’s sight-seeing buses that could be the basis for the assignment of points pursuant to section 131.3 of subchapter J of chapter I of title 15 of the compilation of codes, rules and regulations of the state of New York. An owner of a sight-seeing bus company shall inform the commissioner as soon as practicable if any driver employed by the sight-seeing bus company is charged with any alcohol or drug-related offense pursuant to article 31 of the vehicle and traffic law or any similar offense under the laws of any other jurisdiction or any criminal offense involving the operation of a motor vehicle. Such owner shall provide the identification of the sight-seeing bus driver involved in the incident, a description of the incident, and, if available, a police report and any summonses associated with such incident. 

d. An owner of a sight-seeing bus company shall register each sight-seeing bus driver employed by such company and licensed in the state of New York in the license event notification service offered by the state department of motor vehicles. Such owner shall register any driver employed by such company and licensed in any other state that offers a similar service with such other service. Such owner shall record any notification provided by the license event notification service offered by the state department of motor vehicles or other similar service in the record maintained pursuant to subdivision e of this section of the driver who is the subject of such notification. 

e. An owner of a sight-seeing bus company shall maintain and update a driving record for each sight-seeing bus driver employed by such company. Such records shall be made available, either in paper or electronic form, to the department upon request, in accordance with applicable law. Such records shall include, at a minimum, the following information for the time during which the driver is employed by such company and for the five years preceding the date on which such employment began:

1. Copies of all commercial driver’s licenses;

2. The expiration and renewal dates of any commercial driver’s license; 

3. Any order of suspension, revocation or restoration of a motor vehicle or commercial driver’s license; 

4. Any traffic violation that could be the basis for the assignment of points pursuant to section 131.3 of subchapter J of chapter I of title 15 of the compilation of codes, rules and regulations of the state of New York, any alcohol or drug-related offense pursuant to article 31 of the vehicle and traffic law or any similar offense under the laws of any other jurisdiction, or any criminal offense involving the operation of a motor vehicle; 

5. Any traffic accidents that must be reported to the commissioner pursuant to subdivision c of this section; 

6. Any completed driver training courses; and 

7.  Proof of passage of any physical examinations required to maintain a commercial driver’s license.

f. All records required to be maintained by the owner of a sight-seeing bus company pursuant to subdivision e of this section shall be updated, at a minimum, once every two months, and shall be maintained so long as a driver is employed with such sight-seeing bus company. The owner of a sight-seeing bus company shall keep on file the records of sight-seeing bus drivers who are no longer employed by the company for a period of one year after such employees’ departure. The department may promulgate rules regarding the form and manner in which such records shall be kept.

§ 4. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law, except that the commissioner shall take all actions necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date, and except that section two of this local law takes effect immediately.
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Proposed Int. No. 959-A

By Council Members Chin and Koslowitz
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to expanding the zone around the World Trade Center in which food and general vendors are prohibited
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subdivision k of section 17-315 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 11 for the year 2004, is amended to read as follows:
k. No food vendor shall vend on any street at any time where and when the operation of any food vending business is prohibited pursuant to either local law or section 20-465.1 of the code and any rules promulgated pursuant thereto. 

1. No food vendor shall vend in the area including and bounded on the east by the easterly side of Broadway, on the south by the southerly side of Liberty Street, on the west by the westerly side of West Street and on the north by the [northerly]southerly side of [Vesey]Barclay Street. In addition:
(a) No food vendor shall vend on the easterly or westerly side of Greenwich Street between Liberty Street and Thames Street;
(b) No food vendor shall vend on the easterly side of West Broadway between Barclay Street and Park Place;
(c) No food vendor shall vend on the northerly or southerly side of Liberty Street between Trinity Place to West Street;
(d) No food vendor shall vend on the easterly side of West Street between Liberty Street and Cedar Street;
(e) No food vendor shall vend on the westerly side of Trinity Place between Liberty Street and Thames Street; and
(f) Notwithstanding the restriction described in paragraph 1 of subdivision k, food vending shall be permitted on the following streets provided that food vendors comply with all applicable laws and rules:

(1) The easterly and westerly side of Broadway between Barclay Street and Vesey Street;

(2) The easterly side of West Street between Barclay Street and Vesey Street; and

(3) The southerly side of Barclay Street between Church Street and Broadway.

[l]2. Food vendors shall be prohibited from vending on the following streets at the following days and times:                          BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN
Third Avenue: East 40th to East 57th Street, Monday through Friday,  8 am to 6 pm; East 58th to East 60th Street, Monday through Saturday, 8 am to 9 pm; Lexington Avenue: East 40th to East 57th Street, Monday through Saturday,  8  am  to 7 pm; East 58th to East 60th Street, Monday through Saturday, 8 am to 9 pm; East 61st to East 69th  Street,  Monday  through  Saturday,  8  am  to  6  pm; Park Avenue: East 34th to East 42nd Street, Monday through Friday, 8 am to 7 pm; East  55th  to  East  59th  Street,  Monday  through  Friday,  10 am to 7 pm; Vanderbilt Avenue: East 42nd to East 45th Street, Monday through Friday, 8 am to 7 pm;  Madison  Avenue:  East 34th to East 45th Street, Monday through Friday, 8 am to 6 pm; East  46th  to East 59th Street, Monday through Saturday, 10 am to 7 pm; Fifth  Avenue: 32nd to 59th Street, Monday through Saturday,  8  am  to  7  pm;  Avenue  of  the  Americas: West 32nd to West 59th Street, Monday through Saturday, 8 am to 7  pm;  Broadway:  West  32nd  to  West  52nd  Street,  Everyday, 8 am to 8 pm; Seventh Avenue: West 33rd to West 34th Street,  Monday through Saturday, 8 am to 6 pm; West 35th to  West  45th  Street,  Monday  through  Saturday,  8  am  to  midnight;  West 46th to West 52nd  Street, Monday through Saturday,  2  pm  to  7  pm;  Fourteenth  Street:  Broadway  to Seventh Avenue, Monday through Saturday, noon to 8 pm; West Thirty-fourth Street: Fifth Avenue to  Seventh  Avenue,  Monday  through  Saturday,  8  am  to  7  pm; Forty-second Street: Third Avenue to Eighth  Avenue, Monday through Saturday, 8 am to 7 pm; West Forty-third Street: Broadway  to  Eighth  Avenue,  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  noon to 11 pm;  Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7  pm  to  11  pm;  West  Forty-fourth Street:  Broadway  to  Eighth Avenue, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11  pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11  pm;  West  Forty-fifth  Street:  Broadway  to  Eighth Avenue, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11  pm;  West  Forty-sixth Street:  Seventh  to  Eighth Avenues, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11 pm; West  Forty-seventh Street:  Fifth to Eighth Avenues, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7  pm  to  11  pm;  West  Forty-eighth Street:  Broadway  to Eighth Avenues, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11  pm;  West  Forty-ninth Street:  Broadway  to Eighth Avenues, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7  pm  to  11  pm;  West  Fiftieth Street:  Broadway  to Eighth Avenues, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11  pm;  West  Fifty-first Street:  Broadway  to Eighth Avenues, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11  pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11 pm;  West  Fifty-second  Street:  Broadway  to Eighth Avenues, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11  pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11  pm;  West  Fifty-third Street:  Broadway  to Eighth Avenues, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11 pm.
 § 2. Paragraph 2 of subdivision g of section 20-465 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 11 for the year 2004, is amended to read as follows:
(2) No general vendor shall vend on any street which is in the area including and bounded on the east by the easterly side of Broadway, on the south by the southerly side of Liberty Street, on the west by the westerly side of West Street and on the north by the [northerly]southerly side of [Vesey]Barclay Street. In addition:
(a) No general vendor shall vend on the easterly or westerly side of Greenwich Street between Liberty Street and Thames Street;
(b) No general vendor shall vend on the easterly side of West Broadway between Barclay Street and Park Place;
(c) No general vendor shall vend on the northerly or southerly side of Liberty Street between Trinity Place to West Street;
(d) No general vendor shall vend on the easterly side of West Street between Liberty Street and Cedar Street;
(e) No general vendor shall vend on the westerly side of Trinity Place between Liberty Street and Thames Street; and
(f) Notwithstanding the restrictions in paragraph 2 of subdivision g of this section, general vending shall be permitted on the following streets provided that general vendors comply with all applicable laws and rules:

(1) The easterly and westerly side of Broadway between Barclay Street and Vesey Street.

(2) The easterly side of West Street between Barclay Street and Vesey Street; and

(3) The southerly side of Barclay Street between Church Street and Broadway.

§ 3. This local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law.
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	Proposed Int. No. 969-A
 
By Council Members Koo and Koslowitz
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to obstructions and street vendors in certain areas of downtown Flushing
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subdivision l of section 17-315 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:
 l. Food vendors shall be prohibited from vending on the following streets at the following days and times:
BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN
Third Avenue: East 40th to East 57th Street, Monday through Friday, 8 am to 6 pm; East 58th to East 60th Street, Monday through Saturday, 8 am to 9 pm; Lexington Avenue: East 40th to East 57th Street, Monday through Saturday, 8 am to 7 pm; East 58th to East 60th Street, Monday through Saturday, 8 am to 9 pm; East 61st to East 69th Street, Monday through Saturday, 8 am to 6 pm; Park Avenue: East 34th to East 42nd Street, Monday through Friday, 8 am to 7 pm; East 55th to East 59th Street, Monday through Friday, 10 am to 7 pm; Vanderbilt Avenue: East 42nd to East 45th Street, Monday through Friday, 8 am to 7 pm; Madison Avenue: East 34th to East 45th Street, Monday through Friday, 8 am to 6 pm; East 46th to East 59th Street, Monday through Saturday, 10 am to 7 pm; Fifth Avenue: 32nd to 59th Street, Monday through Saturday, 8 am to 7 pm; Avenue of the Americas: West 32nd to West 59th Street, Monday through Saturday, 8 am to 7 pm; Broadway: West 32nd to West 52nd Street, Everyday, 8 am to 8 pm; Seventh Avenue: West 33rd to West 34th Street, Monday through Saturday, 8 am to 6 pm; West 35th to West 45th Street, Monday through Saturday, 8 am to midnight; West 46th to West 52nd Street, Monday through Saturday, 2 pm to 7 pm; Fourteenth Street: Broadway to Seventh Avenue, Monday through Saturday, noon to 8 pm; West Thirty-fourth Street: Fifth Avenue to Seventh Avenue, Monday through Saturday, 8 am to 7 pm; Forty-second Street: Third Avenue to Eighth Avenue, Monday through Saturday, 8 am to 7 pm; West Forty-third Street: Broadway to Eighth Avenue, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11 pm; West Forty-fourth Street: Broadway to Eighth Avenue, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11 pm; West Forty-fifth Street: Broadway to Eighth Avenue, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11 pm; West Forty-sixth Street: Seventh to Eighth Avenues, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11 pm; West Forty-seventh Street: Fifth to Eighth Avenues, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11 pm; West Forty-eighth Street: Broadway to Eighth Avenues, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11 pm; West Forty-ninth Street: Broadway to Eighth Avenues, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11 pm; West Fiftieth Street: Broadway to Eighth Avenues, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11 pm; West Fifty-first Street: Broadway to Eighth Avenues, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11 pm; West Fifty-second Street: Broadway to Eighth Avenues, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11 pm; West Fifty-third Street: Broadway to Eighth Avenues, Wednesday and Saturday, noon to 11 pm; Sunday, noon to 6 pm; Other days, 7 pm to 11 pm.
BOROUGH OF QUEENS
Main Street: Northern Boulevard to Sanford Avenue, every day, noon to midnight; 38th Avenue: Prince Street to 138th Street, every day, noon to midnight; Prince Street: 38th Avenue to 39th Avenue, every day, noon to midnight; 39th Avenue: College Point Boulevard to Union Street, every day, noon to midnight; Lippman Plaza: 39th Avenue to Roosevelt Avenue, every day, noon to midnight; Roosevelt Avenue: College Point Boulevard to Union Street, every day, noon to midnight; 41st Avenue: College Point Boulevard to Union Street, every day, noon to midnight; Kissena Boulevard: 41st Avenue to Barclay Avenue, every day, noon to midnight; Sanford Avenue: Frame Place to Main Street, every day, noon to midnight.
§ 2. Subdivision a of section 19-136 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding new paragraphs 29 through 34 to read as follows:
29. Such an obstruction is hereby forbidden from the building line on Main street between Northern boulevard and Sanford avenue in the borough of Queens. Such an obstruction is also forbidden on any intersecting street from the building line of any building on such portion of Main street.
30. Such an obstruction is hereby forbidden from the building line on Roosevelt avenue between College Point boulevard and Union street in the borough of Queens. Such an obstruction is also forbidden on any intersecting street from the building line of any building on such portion of Roosevelt avenue.
31. Such an obstruction is hereby forbidden from the building line on Kissena boulevard between 41st avenue and Barclay avenue in the borough of Queens. Such an obstruction is also forbidden on any intersecting street from the building line of any building on such portion of Kissena boulevard.
32. Such an obstruction is hereby forbidden from the building line on 40th road between Prince street and Main street in the borough of Queens.
33. Such an obstruction is hereby forbidden from the building line on 41st avenue between Main street and Union Street in the borough of Queens.
34. Such an obstruction is hereby forbidden from the building line on 41st road between Main street and Frame place in the borough of Queens.
§ 3. Subdivision g of section 20-465 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new paragraph 4 to read as follows:
(4) No general vendor shall vend on any street that is in the area including and bounded on the east by the easterly side of Union Street, on the south by the southerly side of Sanford Avenue, on the west by the westerly side of College Point Boulevard and on the north by the northerly side of Northern Boulevard.
§ 4. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.
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