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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reporting requirements of the departments of fire and correction.

I. Introduction

On April 14, 2004 the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services, chaired by Council Member Yvette Clarke, will hold a hearing on Int. 43, a local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the Fire Department and Department of Correction to provide the Council with copies of the departments’ internal policies and procedures, as well as all updates to these documents.   Those expected to testify include representatives from the Fire Department and the Department of Correction.

II. Background

Section 29 of the New York City Charter provides the Council with oversight of city agencies.  In performing its oversight function, the Council often requires access to the internal policies and procedures of city agencies, especially uniformed agencies. These policies and procedures assist the Council in reviewing “on a regular and continuous basis the activities of the agencies of the city.”  Currently there is no requirement that the FDNY or the DOC provide such information to the Council.  However, under Section 14-150 of the New York City Administrative Code, the police department must provide the Council on a quarterly basis with certain materials, data and reports.  For example, Section 14-150 mandates that the Council be provided with all patrol guide procedures newly promulgated or revised; training materials, and amendments thereto distributed to cadets, recruits, officers and other employees of the department; the number of crime complaints, arrests and stop question and frisks for each patrol precinct, housing bureau and transit bureau, street crime unit and narcotics division within each precinct.  The Police Reporting Law also states that this information shall be provided to the Council except where disclosure of such material could compromise the safety of the public or police officers or could otherwise compromise law enforcement operations.
III. Summary of Int. 43

Int. 43 adds a new section 15-129, which applies to the Department of Correction, and a new section 9-127, which applies to the Fire Department, to the city’s administrative code.  These provisions require that the departments provide the Council with their internal policies and procedures, including manuals, directives, and regulations, as well as all updates to these documents.  The bill also requires that these documents be submitted to the Council in paper as well as electronic format, if available.


The local law would take effect immediately upon enactment.
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..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reporting requirements of the departments of fire and correction.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Declaration of legislative findings and intent.  In order for the Council to adequately fulfill its Charter Section 29 mandate of investigation and oversight, it is important that each department produce information relevant to the Council’s inquiries.  Frequently, however, it requires time and negotiation before the Council receives copies of the policies and procedures of agencies, including the Fire Department and Department of Correction.

The Council finds that it must have ready access to the policies and procedures of the Fire Department and Department of Correction in order for the Council to fulfill its power and obligation to conduct effective oversight of these agencies and to protect public safety.  Accordingly, the Council finds it reasonable and necessary to require the Fire Department and Department of Correction to provide the Council with continuously updated copies of their policies and procedures.

§ 2. Chapter one of title 15 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 15-129 to read as follows:

§ 15-129. Fire department reporting requirements. The commissioner shall submit to the Council, in paper and, if available, in electronic format, the department’s internal policies and procedures, including manuals, directives, and regulations, and the commissioner shall further submit to the Council all updates of such internal policies and procedures.
§ 3. Chapter one of title nine of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 9-127 to read as follows:

§ 9-127. Correction department reporting requirements. The commissioner shall submit to the Council, in paper and, if available, in electronic format, the department’s internal policies and procedures, including manuals, directives, and regulations, and the commissioner shall further submit to the Council all updates of such internal policies and procedures.
§ 4. This law shall take effect immediately upon its enactment.
