






























  

P.O. Box 745 

Rockaway Park, NY 11694 

www.RockawayCivic.com 

 
25 June 2017 

 
 

 

Council Member Barry S. Grodenchik 

Chair - NY City Council Committee on Parks and Recreation 
City Hall 
New York, NY 10007 

 
 

Dear Chair Grodenchik, 
 
Rockaway Civic Association respectfully submits this written testimony regarding the City’s decision to close the 

beaches from Beach 91st – Beach 102nd Streets in Rockaway.  We support the efforts to regain access to this stretch of 
beach from our fellow community members and civic, Rockaway Beach Civic Association. 

 
The erosion has been a hot topic with many vocalizing the concerns to city, state & federal agencies.  To have such a 

decision made on the eve of 2018 season was disrespectful to business owners, residents & visitors who look forward 
to summertime in Rockaway.   The decision not only throws an unforgiving punch at the local economy but also sheds 
negatively on the overall Rockaway peninsula. 

 
This decision is unprecedented & contrary to prior decisions when the erosion at this stretch was equally compromised. 

- After Hurricane Irene, Parks adjusted the way lifeguards operated and beaches remained OPEN 
- Historically, for the many years when no sand replenishment took place and the beaches were significantly 

eroded beaches remained OPEN 
 

Our community remains outraged and we request: 
- limited beach access be allowed according to tide schedules and other various considerations. 

- a meeting between Parks Commissioners (including & not limited to Mitchell Silver, Liam Kavanagh & Dorothy 
Lewandowski), Community Board 14 & local civics be scheduled before the July 4th holiday to discuss how the 

beach season for this stretch of beaches can be salvaged. 
- the city working with locals, implement an extensive media campaign reinforcing the though some beaches are 

closed “Rockaway is still OPEN for business”. See example of such campaign designed by local professionals. 
- any fees by City to boardwalk concessions be suspended for 2018 season or until a time when the City can 

devise a plan that allow beach access and provides the businesses to realize the full capacity of the operating 
season. 

 

Please feel free to communicate if you require any further testimony.  
 

Regards, 
 

 
 

 
Noreen Ellis   

President 
Rockaway Civic Association 

 nellis@RockawayCivic.com 
  646.404.4167 

 
Enclosure 

 
 

 



This is a PSA idea for Rockaway Beach, NY due to the beaches from Beach 88-102  
being closed. The public is confused and thinks that all the beaches and surrounding 
businesses are closed. We want to let them know that Rockaway Beach is, in fact, 
OPEN for swimming, surfing, eating and enjoying all the businesses that thrive in 
the summer. 

ROCKAWAY BEACH IS OPEN



OPEN ON A SIGN THAT SAYS WELCOME TO ROCKAWAY BEACH. 

OPEN ON LOWTIDE BAR WHERE DRINKS AND FOOD ARE FLOWING AND 
PEOPLE ARE DANCING AND HAVING FUN. 
Guincarlo walks into frame and says to camera, “Do we look closed to you?” 

CUT TO CARACAS WHERE WE SEE PEOPLE IN LINE WAITING FOR FOOD AND 
EATING AND ENJOYING. 
Marabel is standing in front of Caracas wand says: “Do we look closed to you?”

CUT TO STATION SURF WHERE WE SEE THE SURF REPORT ON THE WALL AND 
NIGEL CARRYING A SURFBOARD OUT TO GIVE TO SOME RENTERS. 

Nigel says: “Do we look closed to you?”

CUT TO BOARDERS WHERE JIMMY DOWD IS HELPING SOMEONE RENT A BIKE. 
Jimmy says “Do we look closed to you?”

CUT TO LOWTIDE AT THE SURF MOVIE. ON THE SCREEN SURFERS RIPPING AND 
THE CROWD HOOTS. THE SCENE CHANGES AND IT NOW SHOWS, “DO WE LOOK 
CLOSED TO YOU?” ON THE SCREEN.

CUT TO LOCALS SURF SCHOOL ON THE BEACH. MIKE AND MIKE ARE 
SURROUNDED BY THEIR PACK OF STUDENTS IN THE WATER.
 
Mike and Mike say: “Do we look closed to you?”

CUT OT PEOPLE DANCING AT RIPPERS WHILE SIMON IS PLAYING. 
Simon says, “Do we look closed to you?”

SUPER: Do we look closed to you?

SUPER: Rockaway Beach is, in fact, Open.

Super: Check it out for yourself at ROCKAWAYBEACHISOPEN.COM
(At the website we can show real-time cams that are placed at Rippers, Lowtide 
and Caracas and show that people are having fun and enjoying themselves.

VIDEO 
ROCKAWAY BEACH IS OPEN :30 

ROCKAWAY BEACH
IS OPEN.

Check it out for yourself at 
ROCKAWAYBEACHISOPEN.COM

DO WE LOOK
CLOSED TO YOU?



We could also set up real-time Cameras at LowTide Bar, Rippers and Caracas on the 
boardwalk to show that the beach is, in fact, open. People can access the cam anytime and 
see who is at the beach and what is happening there at anytime via a landing page called 
ROCKAWAYBEACHISOPEN.COM.

We would also start an Instagram, Facebook and Twitter campaign letting people know 
about the cam and where they can view it. 

SOCIAL MEDIA IDEA



ABOUT BEACH 87 INDUSTRIES
Beach 87 Industries is part of Beach 87 Inc. We are a video, advertising, and editing 
facility located in Rockaway Beach, NY.

We feel with our local knowledge of the people and places in Rockaway Beach, 
that we would be the perfect people to produce the PSA that let’s people know 
that Rockaway Beach is, in fact, open. We can also provide print ads and social 
media if needed.

Here are our credentials.

Brian Wengrofsky  Director of Photography
Motion Picture and TV Production Services
See his work at:
www.brianwengrofsky.com
https://vimeo.com/brianwengrofsky

J Scott Klossner  Animator, Motion Graphic Designer, Editor
Scott has been working as a Motion Graphics Designer and animator for 20 years 
and has worked on Blue’s Clues at Nickelodeon and most recently at NBC where 
designs for The Today Show and MSNBC.
See his work at: 
www.jscottk.com

Lois Pyanowski  Creative Director/Art Director
Lois has been working in advertising for the last 20 years on brands such as Ikea, 
Staples, Tylenol, LensCrafters and so many more.
See her work at:
http://www.loispyanowskicreative.com/
http://www.loispyanowskicreative.com/ensCrafters an
Justin Kaswan  Creative Director/ Copywriter
Justin has worked in advertising for the last 15 years and has worked on brands such 
as Reebok, Central Park Conservancy, Oral B and so much more.
See his work at:
https://justinsbook.carbonmade.com/

CONTACT: Lois Pyanowski
917-420-0718
Lois.pyan@gmail.com
















