






























































































 

617 2nd Street, Suite C, Petaluma CA 94952 | T 707.241.9190 | F 866.850.9732 | 

worldcentric.com 

 

 
June 13, 2018 
 
Dear NYC City Council-  
 
World Centric would like to provide feedback on the City Council’s proposed bill 0936-2018 prohibiting 
single-use plastics straws. We applaud the City Council’s leadership in proposing this legislation, but 
believe it is necessary to specify that alternatives to single-use plastic straws must be compostable, not 
biodegradable.  
  
The two terms are important to define and clarify: 

• Biodegradable. “A plastic in which all the organic carbon can be converted into biomass, water, 
carbon dioxide, and/or methane via the action of naturally occurring microorganisms such as 
bacteria and fungi, in timeframes consistent with the ambient conditions of the disposal 
method.” (ASTM D883)  

• Compostable. “A plastic that undergoes degradation by biological processes during composting 
to yield carbon dioxide (CO2), water, inorganic compounds, and biomass at a rate consistent 
with other known compostable materials and that leaves no visible, distinguishable, or toxic 
residue.” (ASTM D6400) 

  
The term “biodegradable” is overly ambiguous, because degradation occurs over an unspecified period 
of time- it can take a thousand years for something to biodegrade. The degradation process can also 
release toxic chemicals and leave behind trace substances. Because of its ambiguity, the term 
“biodegradable” has been heavily misused in product labelling, and has resulted in greenwashing, 
consumer confusion, and contamination at composting facilities.  
 In fact, the State of California has restricted the use of the terms “biodegradable,” “degradable,” or 
“oxo-degradable,” or similar terms- for reference, please see Pub. Res. Code, §§ 42356, 42357, 42359.5, 
42359.6.  
  
For these reasons, we encourage New York City Council to instead use the term “compostable” in its 
draft bill language, and to specify that plastic straw alternatives must be “Certified compostable” to 
prevent false marketing claims. Furthermore, we encourage City Council to follow the specifications in 
California law that require compostable claims to meet the applicable ASTM standards, such as ASTM 
D6400 and D6868. This will ensure that straw alternatives have a designated waste management 
solution once they are disposed of – specifically, that they will fully breakdown in a commercial 
composting facility within 180 days. 
  
We are happy to provide further clarification on the nuances of these terms, and thank the City Council 
for its interest in accurately stipulating the environmentally-preferred alternatives to single-use plastic 
straws.  
  
Thank you, 
 
Olga Kachook 
Sustainability Manager 
World Centric 

https://www.astm.org/Standards/D883.htm
https://www.astm.org/Standards/D6400.htm
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=30.&title=&part=3.&chapter=5.7.&article
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=30.&title=&part=3.&chapter=5.7.&article
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/environment/ag_website_environmental_claims.pdf
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ADVANCING VETERANS & FAMILIES AS CIVIC LEADERS 

 
 
 
 
 
Committee on Consumer Affairs and Business Licensing 
250 Broadway 
New York NY 10007 
 
June 14, 2018 
 
RE: Hearing on Introductions 0959, 0969, and 0970 Limiting Street Vendors 
 
Dear Chair Espinal and Committee Members, 
 
This letter is to voice the concerns of our membership regarding the limitations proposed for street 
vending specified in Introductions 0959, 0969, and 0970. Street vending is New York City’s oldest 
entrepreneurial venture for veterans going back to the 1890s, when New York State legislators 
enshrined into state law the promise that wounded Civil War veterans could make a living as 
street peddlers, unfettered by legal restrictions. This was but a small promise made to veterans 
by a grateful city and state—and a tradition that remains deploy rooted in the NYC veterans 
community today. 
 
Veterans are a special category of vendor because of their service and sacrifice for our nation, 
and I remind you that it is our city’s duty to ensure that its promises to returning veterans 
are fully honored.  
 
As this committee considers new restrictions to a street vendor permitting and regulatory system 
badly in need of holistic reform, we urge you to ensure veterans receive appropriate exemptions 
and preferences to fulfill New York’s original promise to veterans that they will have the unfettered 
ability to sell goods on our streets. In the 1980s, Mr. Trump led prohibitions on veteran vendors 
around his midtown properties—and we hope the Council does not follow this path of exclusion 
with “not in my backyard” restrictions on veterans wishing to earn their living as street vendors.  
 
We further urge this committee to support the streamlining and clarification of the currently 
confusing and sometimes contradictory regulatory guidance between different city and state 
agencies for veterans seeking to attain vending licenses and operate legally and successfully.   
 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to me at kristen@nycveteransalliance.org or 929-427-2301 to 
further discuss these important issues. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
In service, 
 
 
 
 
Kristen L. Rouse 
U.S. Army Veteran – OEF (Afghanistan) VII, X, and XII 
President & Founding Director 

mailto:kristen@nycveteransalliance.org



































