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Testimony of Peter Stein, 

Joint Committee on Health and Parks and Recreation 

President, Local 508, NYC Lifeguards, 

District Council 37, AFSCME, AFL-CIO 

April 16, 2018 

RE: Intro 0189-2018 

 

Thank you members of the Council.  My name is Peter Stein.  I’m president 

of Local 508, New York City Lifeguards.  I’m here today to speak about safety in 

our parks and pools.  My members, New York City’s lifeguards, ensure the safety 

of New York City’s pools and beaches, which provide millions of New Yorkers with 

safe recreation annually. 

Earlier this year Messrs. Matteo and Brannan introduced Intro 0189-2018, a 

bill that would require the City to provide automatic external defibrillators to 

youth softball leagues playing on City-owned land at no cost. 

These leagues would be required to bring an AED to every game and 

practice, and to make efforts to ensure that a trained coach or umpire is present 

as well. In 2016, Council member Matteo authored and the Council passed 

legislation that would require the City of New York to provide free automated 

external defibrillators for any youth baseball league that has games and practices 
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on City-owned fields.  That law was passed in the aftermath of an unfortunate 

accident in which a youngster was hit by a ball during a baseball game.  

Fortunately, the boy was not seriously hurt.  

Understandably wanting to enhance safety at baseball games on Parks 

property, Council member Matteo was able to work with his Council colleagues to 

pass a local law mandating the presence of 2 Automatic External Defibrillator 

(AED) devices at a game as well as the presence of a trained coach or umpire in 

the use of an AED at a game. 

As lifeguards and first responders we support the mandated presence of 

AEDs plus trained users at baseball and softball games. With the enactment of 

Intro 0189-2018, consider that, a baseball or softball game in a City park or 

playground will have multiple AEDs and an umpire and coaches from each team 

trained in their use, all in support of 2 teams that typically will have 15-20 

members each, or a total of about 30-40 boys and girls, plus coaches, and 

spectators in attendance.  We believe that not many more than 100 - 125 people, 

in total, are in attendance at a typical ball game, while far fewer, often a mere 

handful, are in attendance at a practice.   
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Let me be clear; as a lifeguard, first responder and water safety 

professional with 50 years of professional experience, I support enhanced, 

legislatively mandated safety measures at ball games in City parks. 

 By comparison, consider, for example, Astoria Park Pool, which is heavily 

used and during a typical summer Sunday will have thousands of visitors, but with 

far fewer mandated AEDs and trained lifeguards relative to the number of visitors 

they must protect as compared to the number of attendees at softball and 

baseball games at City fields. The same holds true for all other City pools (and 

beaches) as well. 

While we are fully supportive of having AEDs and coaches trained to use 

them at ball games on City fields, we believe it is vitally important that lifeguards 

– who are, after all, first responders in water safety, responsible for the safety of 

thousands of people at a time -- also have sufficient equipment – including, 

specifically, AEDs – and be trained in their use, because lifeguards at pools and 

beaches serve much, much larger populations. 

We believe that, no less than players, parents and coaches at a ball game 

on City fields, pool goers and beach goers need and deserve the protection 
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afforded by legislatively mandated AEDs and trained lifeguards who, after all, ARE 

first responders.   

Respectfully, we ask the Council to work with us to craft a legislative 

remedy that will mandate AEDs at City (municipal) pools and beaches, in sufficient 

numbers, and with lifeguards trained in the use of such equipment.   

Thank you for your time today.  I will be glad to answer any questions. 

 

 

 








