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PROPOSED INTRODUCTION NO. 198-A: 	By Council Members Salamanca, Cabán, Stevens, Hanif, Won, Restler, Krishnan, Nurse, Abreu, Sanchez, Powers, Gennaro, Riley, Louis, Lee and Rivera

TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of education to stock opioid antagonists in all school buildings

PROPOSED RESOLUTION NO. 534-A: 	By Council Members Joseph, Louis, Schulman, Hudson, Ung, Ayala, Brewer, Lee, Riley, Stevens, Rivera and Cabán
TITLE:	Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the New York State Governor to sign, A.3723/S.759 and A.816/S.879, which would extend the hours of use for student MetroCards in New York City and would prohibit the Metropolitan Transportation Authority from promulgating rules or regulations that penalize a student for using a student MetroCard when school is not in session.

RESOLUTION NO. 579: 	By Council Members Dinowitz, Louis, Hanif, Hudson, Riley, Lee, Rivera and Cabán

TITLE:	Resolution calling on the New York City Department of Education to ensure that the New York State Seal of Biliteracy is awarded in all New York City public high schools to eligible students.

RESOLUTION NO. 742: 	By Council Members Abreu, Joseph, Gutiérrez, Farías, Ossé, Krishnan, Hanif, De La Rosa, Riley, Williams, Ung, Bottcher, Rivera and Schulman (by request of the Manhattan Borough President)

TITLE:	Resolution calling on the New York City Department of Education to develop curriculum on machine learning, and adapt their current curriculum and policies to account for the safe use of generative AI.

RESOLUTION NO. 766: 	By Council Members Joseph, Powers, Gutierrez, Abreu, Stevens, Louis, Schulman, Menin, Farías, Ossé, Hanif, Krishnan, De La Rosa, Riley, Williams and Rivera (by request of the Manhattan Borough President)

TITLE:	Resolution calling on the New York City Department of Education to update its CS4All initiative to increase access to CS4All professional development for educators and administrators, particularly for those in underserved schools, and to increase training for all teachers.

RESOLUTION NO. 767: 	By Council Members Joseph, Powers, Gutierrez, Abreu, Schulman, Menin, Farías, Ossé, Hanif, Krishnan, De La Rosa, Riley, Williams, Bottcher and Rivera (by request of the Manhattan Borough President)

TITLE:	Resolution calling on the New York City Department of Education to mandate training on generative artificial intelligence tools, including for potential classroom implementation, for all educators.



I. Introduction
On December 5, 2023, the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Rita Joseph, will consider Proposed Introduction Number (“Int. No.”) 198-A, sponsored by Council Member Rafael Salamanca, related to requiring the department of education (DOE) to stock opioid antagonists in all school buildings; Proposed Resolution Number (“Res. No.”) 534-A, sponsored by Council Member Rita Joseph, calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the New York State Governor to sign, A.3723/S.759 and A.816/S.879, which would extend the hours of use for student MetroCards in New York City and would prohibit the Metropolitan Transportation Authority from promulgating rules or regulations that penalize a student for using a student MetroCard when school is not in session; Res. No. 579, sponsored by Council Member Eric Dinowitz, calling on the New York City (NYC) DOE to ensure that the New York State Seal of Biliteracy is awarded in all NYC public high schools to eligible students; Res No. 742, sponsored by Council Member Shaun Abreu, calling on the NYC DOE to develop curriculum on machine learning, and adapt their current curriculum and policies to account for the safe use of generative AI; Res. No. 766, sponsored by Council Member Rita Joseph, calling on the NYC DOE to update its CS4All initiative to increase access to CS4All professional development for educators and administrators, particularly for those in underserved schools, and to increase training for all teachers; and Res. No. 767, sponsored by Council Member Rita Joseph, calling on the NYC DOE to mandate training on generative artificial intelligence tools, including for potential classroom implementation, for all educators.     
The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 198 on April 19, 2023; Proposed Res. No. 534-A on October 25, 2023; Res. No. 579 on October 18, 2023; and Res. No. 742, 766, and 767 on September 20, 2023. At the hearings, the Committee heard testimony from the DOE, community-based organizations, service providers and members of the public.
II. Bill Analysis
Proposed Int. No. 198-A – A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of education to stock opioid antagonists in all school buildings

The United States is in the midst of an opioid epidemic—opioid-involved death rates have increased significantly since the beginning of the pandemic and according to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, in 2019, nearly 1 in 7 students reported ever misusing prescription opioids.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Teen Newsletter: Opioids,” July 2022, available at https://www.cdc.gov/museum/education/newsletter/2022/july/index.html. ] 

This bill would mandate that the DOE stock opioid antagonists (generic name Naloxone; brand name Narcan) in all school buildings with an assigned nurse as well as report on the number of such schools stocked and the number of instances opioid antagonists were administered to an individual in a school building.
 Since it was heard, this bill was amended to include all schools buildings with an assigned nurse and require reporting on the number of schools stocked as well as the use of opioid antagonists in such schools. This bill also received technical edits.



Proposed Int. No. 198-A

By Council Members Salamanca, Cabán, Stevens, Hanif, Won, Restler, Krishnan, Nurse, Abreu, Sanchez, Powers, Gennaro, Riley, Louis, Lee and Rivera

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of education to stock opioid antagonists in all school buildings
..Body
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 

            Section 1. Title 21-A of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new chapter 34 to read as follows:
CHAPTER 34
OPIOID OVERDOSE PREVENTION
§ 21-1005 Opioid overdose prevention. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Opioid antagonist. The term “opioid antagonist” has the same meaning as set forth in section 3309 of the public health law.
School building. The term “school building” means any facility that is leased by the department or over which the department has care, custody, and control, in which there is a public school.
b. The department shall stock opioid antagonists in all school buildings with school nurses assigned and consistent with section 3309 of the public health law. 
c. No later than September 30, 2024, and annually thereafter, the department shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report that shall include, for the prior school year:
1. The number of school buildings stocked with at least 1 opioid antagonist kit; and
2. The number of instances that an opioid antagonist from such stocked kit was administered to an individual in a school building. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law.
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Proposed Res. No. 534-A

..Title
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the New York State Governor to sign, A.3723/S.759 and A.816/S.879, which would extend the hours of use for student MetroCards in New York City and would prohibit the Metropolitan Transportation Authority from promulgating rules or regulations that penalize a student for using a student MetroCard when school is not in session.
..Body

By Council Members Joseph, Louis, Schulman, Hudson, Ung, Ayala, Brewer, Lee, Riley, Stevens, Rivera and Cabán

Whereas, The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA), largely in collaboration with
the New York City Department of Education (DOE), distributes student MetroCards to eligible students at the beginning of each semester, and as needed during the school year; and
Whereas, Student MetroCards provide three free rides via MTA subways and/or buses each school day, between 5:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m., and include a free transfer between buses, or between the subway and local, limited or Select bus service; and
Whereas, A student MetroCard is only to be used by the student to whom it was assigned, is only permitted to be used during the specified times, and even then is only permitted to be used when the student’s school is open for classes; and 
Whereas, Students that are eligible for student MetroCards include those that are in grades K through 12, who live more than .5 miles from their school, and who do not have yellow school bus service available; and 
Whereas, In addition, some students at private and parochial schools have access to student MetroCards; and 
Whereas, About one million students of New York City’s public, private and parochial schools utilize student MetroCards; and 
Whereas, Student MetroCards provide an important service to New York City students, allowing them to move from home to school, and then to school-related activities, for free; and 
Whereas, Although helpful, students and families have expressed concerns that the student MetroCard program does not currently serve them in the most effective way possible, expressing that the current time restraints placed on student MetroCards limits opportunities for students to engage in afterschool activities; and 
Whereas, According to a May 2020 “Student MetroCard Policy Report” by Assemblymember Harvey Epstein’s 74th District Youth Council and in partnership with the Coalition for Student Transit Justice, in a survey of 881 New York City students, 73.2% of those surveyed responded that they take part in afterschool activities that require public transit after 8:30 p.m., the current cut-off time after which a student MetroCard cannot be utilized; and
Whereas, In addition, students who utilize their student MetroCard on a day when school is not in session may be fined $100, have their MetroCard revoked, or face additional penalties under current New York City Transit Authority rules and regulations; and 
Whereas, A.3723, introduced by New York State Assemblymember Harvey Epstein, and S.759, introduced by New York State Senator John C. Liu, would establish a student fare program that would provide three free fares each weekday between 5:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., effectively expanding the time window during which students would be allowed to utilize their student MetroCard; and 
Whereas, A.816, introduced by New York State Assemblymember Epstein, and S.879, introduced by New York State Senator Liu, would prohibit the MTA from promulgating any rules or regulations that penalize a student for using their student MetroCard on a non-school day; and 
Whereas, As New York City students deserve to be able to have cost-free transportation to and from home, school and school-related activities at times that they truly need it, while also not being penalized harshly by utilizing their student MetroCard during times when they still need to get to and from home and school activities despite school otherwise being closed for the day, A.3723/S.759 and A.816/S.879 should be adopted; now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the New York State Governor to sign, A.3723/S.759 and A.816/S.879, which would extend the hours of use for student MetroCards in New York City and would prohibit the Metropolitan Transportation Authority from promulgating rules or regulations that penalize a student for using a student MetroCard when school is not in session.
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Res. No. 579

..Title
Resolution calling on the New York City Department of Education to ensure that the New York State Seal of Biliteracy is awarded in all New York City public high schools to eligible students.
..Body

By Council Members Dinowitz, Louis, Hanif, Hudson, Riley, Lee, Rivera and Cabán
Whereas, According to the Endangered Language Alliance, over 700 languages and dialects are spoken in New York City (NYC) and the nearby metropolitan area, with 38 percent of those languages from Asia, 24 percent from Africa, 19 percent from Europe, 16 percent from the Americas, and the remaining from Oceania and the Pacific; and 
Whereas, Building trust and understanding across the many language and cultural groups in NYC’s diverse communities often calls for multilingual communication skills; and 
Whereas, Multilingual communication skills are also a critical element in enabling NYC to participate effectively in a global political, social, and economic context; and 
Whereas, Mastery of two or more world languages also makes an important contribution to students’ cognitive development, understanding of diverse cultures, and preparation for future college study and career opportunities in NYC and worldwide; and 
Whereas, Students who have significant skills in two or more world languages, including students whose first language is not English and students whose skills are in underrepresented languages, should be recognized and rewarded academically; and
Whereas, According to a study by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, credentialing bilingualism more broadly than what is available now has the potential to level some of the inequities that exist between commonly taught and less commonly taught languages; and 
Whereas, The New York State Education Department (NYSED) states that the New York State Seal of Biliteracy (NYSSB), established by the New York State Legislature in 2012, “recognizes high school graduates who have attained a high level of proficiency in the three modes of communication (Interpretive, Interpersonal, Presentational) in English and one or more world languages”; and
Whereas, The NYSSB affirms the value of diversity, honors the multiple cultures and languages of New York communities, and supports the importance of underrepresented languages, while it furthers college and career success for high school graduates; and
Whereas, A 2013 University of California at Los Angeles survey of California employers found that 66 percent of employers “would prefer a bilingual employee over a monolingual English speaker if they were comparable in other respects,” while from 67 to 92 percent of employers, depending on the field of employment, felt that holders of the California State Seal of Biliteracy would “have an advantage in hiring”; and 
Whereas, The NYSSB does not limit the languages for which the Seal can be awarded, thus making it possible to support students from underrepresented communities, including indigenous communities, whose language proficiency cannot be demonstrated through commercially available standardized tests; and 
Whereas, In 2021-2022, 62 NYC Department of Education (NYCDOE) schools offered the NYSSB, with 25 percent of the high schools in Staten Island, 21 percent of those in Queens, 10 percent of those in Brooklyn, 10 percent of those in the Bronx, and 7 percent of those in Manhattan offering the credential; and 
Whereas, In 2021-2022, 1,043 students graduating from NYCDOE high schools earned the NYSSB in 31 different languages—Albanian, Arabic, Azerbaijani, Bambara, Bangla, Bosnian, Burmese, Dutch, French, Fulani, German, Greek, Haitian Creole, Hebrew, Igbo, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Krio, Latin, Mandarin, Mandinka, Polish, Punjabi, Romanian, Russian, Soninke, Spanish, Tagalog, Urdu, and Yoruba; and 
Whereas, In 2021-2022, of the 1,043 students graduating from NYCDOE high schools and earning the NYSSB, 400 were from Queens, 294 from Brooklyn, 184 from the Bronx, 140 from Manhattan, and 25 from Staten Island; and 
Whereas, Many colleges provide only a few ways for students to earn foreign language credits based on prior learning, such as by scoring well on a College Board Advanced Placement (AP) Exam, which costs students as much as $97 and is offered in just seven world languages; and 
Whereas, The NYSSB provides an additional way for incoming freshmen to earn foreign language credits in any world language and is free to NYCDOE high school students, with testing and other costs borne by the NYCDOE and the NYSED; and
Whereas, The NYSSB provides both colleges and employers with an established and credible credential to use in identifying and rewarding high school graduates with biliteracy skills; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York City Department of Education to ensure that the New York State Seal of Biliteracy is awarded in all New York City public high schools to eligible students.
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Res. No. 742

..Title
Resolution calling on the New York City Department of Education to develop curriculum on machine learning, and adapt their current curriculum and policies to account for the safe use of generative AI.
..Body

By Council Members Abreu, Joseph, Gutiérrez, Farías, Ossé, Krishnan, Hanif, De La Rosa, Riley, Williams, Ung, Bottcher, Rivera and Schulman (by request of the Manhattan Borough President)

Whereas, Generative artificial intelligence (AI) is a type of AI that can generate new content, including text, images and videos, through learning patterns from pre-existing data; and
Whereas, Examples of generative AI systems include image generators, large language models, code generation tools, or audio generation tools; and
Whereas, Since the public release of Open AI’s ChatGPT, a chatbot powered by an underlying large language model trained to follow an instruction in a prompt and provide a detailed response in a humanlike conversational dialogue within seconds, it has become the fastest-growing consumer application in history, growing from one million users following its launch in November 2022 to over 100 million users in January 2023; and
Whereas, In addition to text outputs, generative AI can be used to analyze large data sets, identify trends and patterns, and make predictions; other applications include creating images, such as graphs and other data visualization, music, computer code; and
Whereas, Over the past year, with the release and growth of ChatGPT, Google’s Bard, and similar generative AI systems, critics have issued warnings about the impact generative AI could have on society; and
Whereas, A May 30, 2023, open letter published by the Center for AI Safety and signed by more than 350 executives, researchers, and engineers working in AI, asserts “[m]itigating the risk of extinction from AI should be a global priority alongside other societal-scale risks such as pandemics and nuclear war”; and
Whereas, A nationally representative survey of more than a thousand K-12 teachers and a thousand students published in February 2023 by the polling and research firm Impact Research for the Walton Family Foundation revealed that 51 percent of teachers have used ChatGPT, with 40 percent of teachers saying they use it weekly, and 10 percent reporting they use it almost daily; and
Whereas, By comparison, 33 percent of student respondents reported using ChatGPT for school, including 47 percent of those ages 12-14; and 
Whereas, The survey also found that 59 percent of teachers reported that “ChatGPT will likely have legitimate educational uses that we cannot ignore,” while 24 percent reported that “ChatGPT will likely only be useful for students to cheat”; and 
Whereas, Overall, the survey revealed that teachers and students agree that ChatGPT will be important to incorporate into schooling: 68 percent of students believe it can help them become better students and 75 percent of students reported that it can help them learn faster, while 73 percent of teachers agree that ChatGPT can help their students learn more; and
Whereas, Generative AI chatbots, which rely on patterns learned in its training rather than facts, are not reliable sources of information; and
Whereas, A May 3, 2023, JSTOR Daily post, highlighted that failing to properly engage with generative AI could produce a “generation of students and professionals who rely on a machine to think for them,” ultimately resulting in an “educational landscape where… students will have ChatGPT write their essays, and teachers will have ChatGPT grade them”; and
Whereas, In January 2023, citing “concerns about negative impacts on student learning, and concerns regarding the safety and accuracy of content,” the New York City (“NYC” or “City”) Department of Education (DOE) restricted access to ChatGPT on DOE networks and devices; and
Whereas, However, in a first-person piece published May 18, 2023, by Chalkbeat New York, DOE Chancellor Banks conceded that “the reality [is] that our students are participating in and will work in a world where understanding generative AI is crucial”; and
Whereas, Education must keep pace and embrace new technology in order to best prepare students for an ever-evolving world; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York City Department of Education to develop curriculum on machine learning, and adapt their current curriculum to account for the safe use of generative AI.
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Res. No. 766

..Title
Resolution calling on the New York City Department of Education to update its CS4All initiative to increase access to CS4All professional development for educators and administrators, particularly for those in underserved schools, and to increase training for all teachers.
..Body

By Council Members Joseph, Powers, Gutierrez, Abreu, Stevens, Louis, Schulman, Menin, Farías, Ossé, Hanif, Krishnan, De La Rosa, Riley, Williams and Rivera (by request of the Manhattan Borough President)

Whereas, Computer science (CS) is the study of computers and computational systems, including the principles, theories, and methods for designing, developing, and utilizing thereof; and
Whereas, CS includes the study of algorithms, artificial intelligence (AI), computer architecture, computer networks, databases, operating systems, programming languages, software engineering, and human-computer interaction; and
Whereas, CS plays a crucial role in advancing technology, driving innovation, and shaping aspects of everyday life, including communication, entertainment, healthcare, scientific research, and transportation; and
Whereas, CS is a rapidly evolving field that continuously pushes the boundaries of what is possible, enabling new discoveries and improving efficiency in all industries and sectors; and
Whereas, CS education enhances students’ critical thinking, equipping them with essential skills, providing them with a foundation in computational thinking, problem-solving, and algorithmic reasoning; and
Whereas, CS education empowers students to be active creators and contributors to society by encouraging them to think creatively and develop innovative solutions to real word problems; and
Whereas, CS education helps students develop digital literacy, including how to navigate technology responsibly, and understanding data privacy, and prepares them for future job opportunities; and
Whereas, With the recent public release of generative AI chatbots, digital literacy skills are especially important to know how to evaluate the credibility of, and make informed decisions about, AI-generated content; and
Whereas, CS education is particularly important to addressing the digital divide, which refers to the gap in access to technology and digital resources between different socioeconomic groups and communities, including reliable internet connectivity and access to personal devices, among underserved students; and
Whereas, The New York City (NYC) Department of Education (DOE) Computer Science for All (CS4All) initiative is a citywide effort to ensure that all public school students have access to CS education; and 
Whereas, Through CS4All, DOE collaborates with schools, educators, industry partners, and community organizations to develop a comprehensive and inclusive CS curriculum aligned with national standards and best practices; and
Whereas, CS4All emphasizes teacher training and professional development to equip educators with the necessary skills and knowledge to effectively teach CS; and
Whereas, CS4All came out of DOE’s Equity and Excellence for All agenda and, according to its website, the initiative is committed to “providing every single child, in every classroom, in every [NYC] public school” with a “meaningful, high quality [CS] education at each school level… by 2025”; and
Whereas, However, CS4All has been criticized for not doing enough to address the racial and gender disparities that exist in CS education; and
Whereas, An October 2022 study by the New York University’s (NYU) Research Alliance on CS4All showed that only 17 percent of DOE schools are meeting the participating and equity goals set for girls, Black, and Latinx students; and
Whereas, Moreover, schools that made greater improvement in CS access and participation also served lower percentages of Black and Latinx students on average; and
Whereas, The NYU study also found that schools that made greater improvements were more likely to have multiple teachers participate in CS4All professional development and to have an administrator or teacher participate in the CS4All leadership professional development; and
Whereas, This suggests that CS4All professional development may have helped facilitate greater access and participation among students; and
Whereas, In this increasingly digital world, CS is an essential part of a student’s education; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York City Department of Education to update its CS4All initiative to increase access to CS4All professional development for educators and administrators, particularly for those in underserved schools, and to increase training for all teachers.
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Res. No. 767

..Title
Resolution calling on the New York City Department of Education to mandate training on generative artificial intelligence tools, including for potential classroom implementation, for all educators.
..Body

By Council Members Joseph, Powers, Gutierrez, Abreu, Schulman, Menin, Farías, Ossé, Hanif, Krishnan, De La Rosa, Riley, Williams, Bottcher and Rivera (by request of the Manhattan Borough President)

 Whereas, Generative artificial intelligence (AI) is a type of AI that can generate new content, including text, images, and videos, through learning patterns from pre-existing data; and
Whereas, Examples of generative AI systems include image generators, large language models, code generation tools, or audio generation tools; and
Whereas, Open AI’s ChatGPT, a chatbot powered by an underlying large language model, is trained to follow an instruction in a prompt and provide a detailed response in a humanlike conversational dialogue within seconds; and
Whereas, Since its public release, ChatGPT has become the fastest-growing consumer application in history, growing from one million users following its launch in November 2022 to over 100 million users in January 2023; and
Whereas, With the release and growth of ChatGPT, Google’s Bard, and similar generative AI systems, critics have both touted and condemned the impact of generative AI on society; and
Whereas, In a February 23, 2023, Wall Street Journal editorial, Henry Kissinger, Eric Schmidt, and Daniel Huttenlocher claim “[g]enerative [AI] presents a philosophical and practical challenge on a scale not experienced since the start of the Enlightenment” with the invention of the printing press; and 
Whereas, A widely discussed concern about generative AI has centered around education and the potential for students to improperly use the technology, such as to plagiarize assignments; and
Whereas, According to a January 2023 Intelligent.com poll, 30 percent of college students have used ChatGPT on written homework assignments, while research published in March 2023 by the Walton Family Foundation showed that 33 percent of students aged 12 to 17 use ChatGPT for schoolwork; and
Whereas, Generative AI chatbots rely on patterns learned in training, which can be based on non-factual information and which could result in false narratives and misinformed outputs; and
Whereas, In a first-person piece published May 18, 2023, by Chalkbeat New York, the New York City Department of Education Chancellor David Banks asserted that “the reality [is] that our students are participating in and will work in a world where understanding generative AI is crucial”; and
Whereas, For generative AI to be useful and reliable, there must be a concentrated effort and an ongoing conversation in academia to adapt to generative AI, including how it can be effectively integrated into education; and
Whereas, Generative AI is a huge technological breakthrough that has the potential to be a valuable resource or have devastating consequences in both education and society; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York City Department of Education to mandate training on generative artificial intelligence tools, including for potential classroom implementation, for all educators.
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