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Committee on Environmental Protection, Resiliency, and Waterfronts;
Committee on Parks and Recreation

New York City’s Climate Resiliency Efforts: October 11, 2023

Chairs Krishnan and Gennaro, and members of the joint committee,

I’m Heather Lubov, Executive Director of City Parks Foundation, a nonprofit that encourages
New Yorkers to use and care for their neighborhood parks and open spaces.

I want to begin by expressing our strong support for Int. No. 1069, a crucial proposal that
mandates testing for harmful substances in the water at our city's waterfronts. In a city with
four Superfund sites, including one of the largest in the nation, this is a common-sense
initiative. City Parks Foundation has firsthand experience with water contamination issues. In
2011, we designated Kaiser Park as a Catalyst priority site, and by encouraging the
community to conduct water testing, they revealed shocking levels of pollution in Coney
Island Creek, leading to a lawsuit settlement and the creation of an Environmental Benefits
Fund. We now run our Coastal Classroom education program in Kaiser Park, as well as at
Inwood Hill Park, Bushwick Inlet, Hallet’s Cove and Conference House Park, connecting
children to their waterfronts while actively engaging in water testing efforts as an
educational tool, working with partners like the Billion Oyster Project. Our teams have an eye
on the water and we see that community members - young and old - regularly swim at these
sites. Protecting our waterways is vital for the well-being of our communities, especially for
our children.

Additionally, Res. No. 608 calls for the creation of a voluntary buyout program to mitigate
flood risk. We support this resolution as the effects of climate change are rapidly threatening
our city. Just two weeks ago New York was inundated by a month’s worth of rain within just
a few hours. And of course, few New Yorkers can deny the absolute devastation caused to
our city in the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy. City Parks Foundation responded swiftly after
the storm, mobilizing over 7,000 volunteers who stepped in when the Parks Department was
overwhelmed with service requests and instigated the planting of beach grasses and other
flood mitigation measures.

However, none of these essential initiatives can succeed without proper funding. Mayor
Adams' order for New York City agencies to reduce spending by up to 15% by April 2024
dangerously threatens our park system and climate mitigation efforts. We cannot afford a
repeat of the pandemic-era funding cuts that harmed our parks. Climate change is here, and
flooding is a looming threat, especially to swaths of land located on waterfronts, including
roughly half of the land managed by the NYC Parks Department. Please join us in urging the
administration to abandon these austerity measures and to uphold the Mayor’s promise to
invest 1% of the city budget for parks.

Thank you for your consideration,







 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY OF THE WATERFRONT ALLIANCE 
 
October 11, 2023 
 
New York City Council Committee on Parks and Recreation and Committee on 
Environmental Protection, Resiliency, and Waterfronts Oversight Hearing RE: New York 
City's Climate Resiliency Efforts. 
 
Thank you, Chair Krishnan, Chair Gennaro, and Council Members, for the opportunity to testify. I am 
Tyler Taba, senior manager for climate policy at the Waterfront Alliance. Waterfront Alliance is an 
alliance of more than 1,100 organizations, businesses, and individuals, and we are the leader in 
waterfront revitalization and climate resilience advocacy for the New York-New Jersey Harbor region.  
 
We spearhead and are members of the Rise to Resilience Coalition, a coalition of 100+ groups 
advocating for making climate resilience an urgent policy priority. We run the WEDG® (Waterfront Edge 
Design Guidelines) program for promoting resilience, ecology, and public access into waterfront 
projects. We are also a proud member of the Play Fair Coalition, a coalition of over 400 organizations 
advocating for the importance of our City’s park system and 1% of the City’s budget for the Department 
of Parks and Recreation. 
 
While this hearing was scheduled before the extreme rainfall on September 29th, we are yet again 
reminded why it is so important that New York City continue to invest in climate resilience. In a matter of 
hours, major flooding to our critical infrastructure including subway lines, schools, airports, and 
highways, was on full display yet again. A state of emergency was declared calling for residents to avoid 
travel, given the disruption to roads and transportation infrastructure, and causing extensive damage to 
homes and communities. 
 
Some neighborhoods saw up to 8 inches of rainfall. The Brooklyn Navy Yard, at one point, saw 2.5 inches 
of rainfall in one hour, which is significantly beyond the 1.75 inches per hour that the NYC stormwater 
system was designed to handle. 
 
The theme for our testimony today is that climate risks in our region do not operate in silos, rather 
they are exacerbated and compounded by other climate risks. We are experiencing coastal flood 
risks, inland flood risks, and extreme heat risks. We must meet the moment by promoting solutions that 
span across the range of climate stressors in the region. 
 
This oversight hearing brings together parks and resilience, which Waterfront Alliance and our Coalition 
partners have seen work together to do exactly that – span across the range of climate stressors in the 
region. From flooding and combined sewer overflows to extreme heat. Investment in our parks is an 
investment in climate resilience. 



 

A study by our Coalition partner, Natural Areas Conservancy, found that NYC’s forested natural areas 
soak up as much stormwater as $580M worth of new green stormwater infrastructure. Extreme rainfall 
events, like the September 29th event, showcase the need to invest in more green infrastructure to help 
alleviate the burden on the sewer system.  
 
Flooding is not the only concern during these extreme rain events. Several neighborhoods across the 
five boroughs experience combined sewer overflow (CSO) events, where raw sewage and rainwater are 
mixed and flow directly into local water bodies. Parks act as green infrastructure solutions and reduce 
runoff by 90% and filter out as much as 95% of major pollutants from water. 
 
This year, we also experienced record breaking global heat. Forested natural areas in New York City are 
4-6°F cooler than under the street tree canopy during summer heat waves.  
 
Earlier this year, the latest version of PlaNYC: Getting Sustainability Done covered goals ranging from 
creating nature-based stormwater management solutions, investing in the City’s green infrastructure 
program, and creating over 10 acres of new open space. We believe these goals are vital not only to 
make our City more sustainable and equitable, but also to combat the disproportionate impacts of 
climate change.  
 
Waterfront Alliance continues to call for investments in our parks as a climate resilience solution. Not just 
new infrastructure solutions, but also ensuring that operations and maintenance for existing 
infrastructure is prioritized.  
 
The waterfront facilities maintained by the NYC Parks Department are 77 years old, on average, which is 
a long stretch for infrastructure that takes constant abuse from water and weather. When Hurricane 
Sandy battered the region, the storm swamped 5,700 acres of the city’s parkland, took the lives of 48 
New Yorkers, and spawned $800 million in damages. We need to integrate more resilient features into 
park designs, upgrades, and retrofits; however, we must also be sure that we consider the operations 
and maintenance funding required to keep up with existing and new infrastructure.  
 
In response to the City’s commitments to climate resilience outside of parks, Waterfront Alliance has 
long called on the City to develop a comprehensive plan for climate resilience investments and 
priorities.  
 
We are pleased to see the Mayor’s Office of Climate and Environmental Justice’s (MOCEJ) Climate 
Strong Communities (CSC) program kickoff, as well as recent commitments made in PlaNYC. 
MOCEJ announced that the Climate Strong Communities program will be in Soundview, Brownsville, 
Corona, and Port Richmond neighborhoods in its first year, while also building on prior work in Canarsie 
and East Harlem. Climate Strong Communities only details six neighborhoods, and we encourage 
MOCEJ to continue to expand their reach and engagement across the five boroughs.  
 

https://naturalareasnyc.org/media/pages/in-print/nac-reports/dbb1de1620-1679592736/nac_the-value-of-forested-natural-areas.pdf
https://climate.cityofnewyork.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/PlaNYC-2023-Full-Report.pdf


 

On the notion of resilience and comprehensive plans, we would be remised not to mention the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Harbor and Tributaries Study (HATS). Waterfront Alliance and 
the Rise to Resilience Coalition have been advocating for a comprehensive approach from the Army 
Corps since the plan’s inception.   
 
We are at a critical inflection point with HATS. The Corps’ current tentatively selected plan falls short, 
failing to address multiple flood hazards (i.e., tidal flooding and extreme rainfall) and the priorities of 
frontline communities. The next step in the Army Corps timeline is for the states of New York and New 
Jersey, and the City of New York to meet with the Corps to determine whether to proceed with the 
existing plan or take another approach. 
 
We, together with more than 45 organizations in the Rise to Resilience Coalition, submitted a robust 
public comment letter to the Army Corps earlier this year calling for (1) greater environmental justice 
consideration, (2) prioritizing nature-based (including parks) and non-structural solutions, and (3) 
addressing multiple climate hazards.  
 
We have appreciated the level of support and alignment from the City of New York, particularly the 
Mayor’s Office of Climate and Environmental Justice. We continue to encourage the City and State to 
use their non-federal sponsor (NYSDEC) and non-federal partner (MOCEJ) status to push for a more 
comprehensive and equitable plan.  
 
As soon as possible, we call for the City to send a letter to the USACE headquarters invoking Section 
8106 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2022.  
 
We are pleased to speak more about the Army Corps with any Council Member and their staff at 
any time. Please do not hesitate to reach out to learn more about this plan.   
 
The Army Corps plan should not be a catch all for how the City views regional infrastructure and 
comprehensive planning.  
 
With the theme of today’s oversight hearing being “New York City’s Climate Resiliency Efforts,” we must 
underscore the need for adequate and dedicated funding for climate resilience. Today, there are historic 
levels of climate resilience funding from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA), and New York State Environmental Bond Act. We strongly recommend the City use 
this as an opportunity to advance local climate resilient infrastructure, especially in environmental justice 
communities. We also recommend greater transparency and understanding in how the City is going to 
leverage state and federal funding in frontline communities. 
 
Waterfront Alliance strongly believes in a “no single solution” approach to climate resilience. We have 
discussed the importance of parks, operations and maintenance, comprehensive planning, large scale 
infrastructure, and dedicated funding.  
 

https://rise2resilience.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Rise-to-Resilience-Coalition-NYNJHATS-Tier-1-EIS-Public-Comment.pdf
https://rise2resilience.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Rise-to-Resilience-Coalition-NYNJHATS-Tier-1-EIS-Public-Comment.pdf


 

 
Climate resilient solutions exist. We, together with our Alliance and Coalition partners, are taking 
action to bring those solutions to life. 
 
We thank the Council for hosting today’s oversight hearing, and for the opportunity to testify. We look 
forward to continuing to work with you to ensure that climate resilience is integrated into the fabric of 
our City.  
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Testimony of WE ACT for Environmental Justice

To the New York City Council Committee on Parks and Recreation and
Committee on Environmental Protection, Resiliency and Waterfronts

Regarding New York City's Climate Resiliency Efforts

Dear Committee Chair Shekar Krishnan, Committee Chair James Gennaro and
Committees on Parks and Recreation and Environmental Protection,
Resiliency and Waterfronts:

WE ACT for Environmental Justice (WE ACT) is writing to testify on the
need to invest in the City’s future by funding environmental and climate
policies and programs. Founded in 1988, WE ACT is a community-based
organization in Harlem, New York City. At the city, state and federal levels
WE ACT has been fighting environmental racism – racial discrimination in
environmental policy-making, enforcement of regulations and laws, and
targeting communities of color for toxic waste disposal and siting of polluting
industries. We recognize and advocate for community-driven solutions that
can remedy the institutionalized harms associated with unjust urban planning
policies that have plagued communities of color for generations.

We strongly urge this Council to recognize the importance and value of
our parks and green space as a necessary investment in citywide
resiliency, with climate justice as a foundation.

Due to historic disinvestment and structural racism, such as redlining, our
parks, green spaces, and access to the City’s waterfront are not equitably
distributed. Access to green spaces is on average much lower in
environmental justice neighborhoods that are already plagued by adverse
health problems and high levels of pollution. NYC Parks does not have the
resources it needs to provide access to quality green spaces and
infrastructure in every neighborhood, and Mayor Adam’s proposed
austerity cuts of 5% to as much as 15% will further decrease the agency’s
ability to serve New Yorkers.

This past summer was the hottest on record, and we can expect to see
worse in the coming years. 72% of New York City’s built environment is
concrete or asphalt, a material that absorbs heat and amplifies the urban
heat island effect. A recent study found that New York City has the worst
urban heat island effect in the country - temperatures can measure up to

New York, NY Office: 1854 Amsterdam Avenue, 2nd Floor | New York, NY 10031 | Phone: (212) 961-1000 | Fax: (212) 961-1015
Washington, DC Office: 50 F Street, NW, 8th Floor | Washington, DC 20001 | Phone: (202) 495-3036 | Fax: (202) 547-6009

www.weact.org

https://www.nasa.gov/news-release/nasa-announces-summer-2023-hottest-on-record/
https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-matters/urban-heat-islands-2023


nine degrees fahrenheit hotter than surrounding rural areas for nearly 80%
of the population.While all of New York City experiences the urban heat
island effect caused by the density of impermeable surfaces that absorb heat,
environmental justice neighborhoods like East Harlem are subject to a
hyper-local urban heat island effect, exposing these residents to temperatures
as much as 10 degrees hotter than the City average. And while NYC’s natural
areas are 4-6 degrees Fahrenheit cooler than the average temperature of
other land surface types during extreme heat events, low-income
communities have 21% less park space than higher-income neighborhoods.
Failure to correct these inequities built into our urban environment results
in Black residents dying at twice the rate of their white counterparts from
heat stroke and heat-exacerbated illnesses.

It is also well documented and known to many city agencies that East Harlem
is vulnerable to flooding from extreme rain, sea level rise, and storm surge.
Residents have been consistently vocal about flooded streets during strong
rain. Large areas of the neighborhood sit directly in the 100-year flood plain,
according to flood maps from the Federal Emergency Management Agency,
however East Harlem’s waterfront - its first line of defense to future coastal
storms - remains dilapidated and inaccessible. The extreme rainfall and
subsequent flooding the city experienced on Friday, September 29th
underscores the need for more significant investments in parks, openspace,
and proven green infrastructure solutions such as bioswales, street trees and
blue belts. Likewise, NYC’s forested natural areas soak up as much
stormwater as $580M worth of new Green Stormwater Infrastructure. The
proposed cuts to NYC Park’s operating budget will prevent these life saving
investments from taking shape and cost us more money long-term remedying
more severe flood damages.

The most at-risk areas have residents that are majority Black and Latinx and
represent some of the poorest in New York City. This is just one of the ways
communities of color tangibly feel the legacy of racist policies like redlining.
Such policies that have discouraged investment in communities of color have
resulted in a lack of tree coverage, disparities in generational wealth, and poor
building maintenance; all of which render both the inhabitants and the built
environment ill-equipped to withstand extreme weather events that will only
become more severe and frequent as climate change persists.

Comprehensively bolstering vulnerable communities’ resilience to flooding
and extreme heat requires that the appropriate resources are designated to the
expansion of tree plantings, permeable surfaces, as well as solar, cool, and
green roof installations. An equitable, fiscally responsible, and resilient New
York cannot exist without ensuring frontline communities receive these
investments that are long overdue. Directing green infrastructure projects to
low income neighborhoods first and foremost is not only the most equitable
option, but also the most cost-effective. Research conducted by the Smart

https://council.nyc.gov/data/heat/
https://council.nyc.gov/data/heat/
https://www.tpl.org/parks-and-an-equitable-recovery-parkscore-report
https://data.cityofnewyork.us/Environment/Sea-Level-Rise-Maps-2020s-100-year-Floodplain-/ezfn-5dsb
https://smartsurfacescoalition.org/


Surfaces Coalition demonstrated the cost-to-benefit ratio for implementing
these technologies in low income neighborhoods was consistently favorable
across five cities, accounting for energy, financial incentive, stormwater,
health, climate resilience, and employment benefits.

The city’s budget needs to adapt to our changing climate and move away from
the woeful status quo that targets the Parks Department when there is a budget
crisis. This means that NYC Parks needs the budget to maintain a growing
number of green infrastructure projects that may fall under their jurisdiction,
including the maintenance of our street trees and tree canopy. A persistent
concern that comes up in conversations with employees at NYC Parks about
potential future green infrastructure projects that harness Bond Act capital
funding involves a lack of funding for maintenance. Parks employees do not
feel like they have the staff necessary to handle an increase in operations,
despite their willingness and eagerness to do so. As climate change continues
to increase the strength and frequency of extreme weather that is already
impacting New York City, our infrastructure and our city’s operations need the
resources to properly respond.

On the campaign trail, Mayor Adams said that he “proudly committed to a
'percent for parks' plan,” stating that “parks are not a luxury, it's a necessity.”
The mayor and the City Council have also recognized that our city’s parks are
critical infrastructure in our efforts to mitigate climate change. But our parks
cannot do that if they aren’t funded. We need to protect our parks from further
cuts. Slashing the parks budget, tiny in comparison to other major agencies, is
short sighted. Expanding the agency’s funding to 1% of the overall budget in
FY25 will be a good investment in New York City’s long term resiliency and
liveability.

This Council must hold Mayor Adams accountable to his proclamations
and ensure the following plans and programs are adequately funded:

1. The NYC Parks Department at 1% of the total FY25 budget.We
are lagging behind other major cities in our budget allocation to parks,
despite having far more acreage to maintain. San Francisco spends
1.6 percent of its municipal budget on parks, Los Angeles spends 2.9
percent, Chicago 4.3 percent and Minneapolis 5.3 percent. This is
short sighted planning, and a disservice to New Yorkers who rely on
parks not only to improve neighborhood resilience, but as spaces of
play, joy, and a connection to nature.

2. The Mayor’s Office of Climate and Environmental Justice’s
AdaptNYC, especially the Climate Strong Communities program

https://smartsurfacescoalition.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/13/nyregion/one-percent-of-the-budget-for-parks-a-bargain-says-a-nonprofit.html
https://climate.cityofnewyork.us/initiatives/adaptnyc/
https://climate.cityofnewyork.us/initiatives/climate-strong-communities/


which “... invests in communities left unaddressed by limited
Hurricane Sandy recovery funding and with a focus on environmental
justice…” and “...leverages existing resiliency and sustainability
planning and capital commitments…” The Climate Strong
Communities program vital to environmental justice communities like
East Harlem whose in desperate need of implementation of the Vision
Plan for a Resilient East Harlem, especially since there is an unfunded
gap in the New York City Economic Development Corporation’s
107th Street Pier & Bobby Wagner Walk Reconstruction project. We
have been waiting to see action on the Climate Strong Communities
program, however since the announcement, we have seen no city
budget allocated to the program, and no rollout or progress announced.
Actions are louder than words, and this program is falling into
dangerous territory of becoming another unfulfilled promise for
environmental justice communities.

Map illustrating the gap in the NYCEDC project from East 107th to East 118th Streets.

3. Expand and fund green infrastructure1 throughout the City and ensure
the agencies like NYC Parks and DEP have funding for

1 Green infrastructure involves capturing rain water through natural systems before it enters and overwhelms the combined sewer
system.

https://www.nycgovparks.org/pagefiles/145/east-harlem-resiliency-study-vision-plan__5e0118fed163a.pdf
https://www.nycgovparks.org/pagefiles/145/east-harlem-resiliency-study-vision-plan__5e0118fed163a.pdf
https://edc.nyc/project/107th-street-pier-bobby-wagner-walk-reconstruction


maintenance: Green infrastructure projects, such as rain gardens,
bioswales, water squares, green and blue roofs, daylighting rivers, and
permeable pavements help absorb stormwater, purify the air, and
mitigate the urban heat island effect. This would maximize
environmental benefits to all communities, especially in underserved
communities and areas that have underutilized spaces. When WE ACT
has met with NYC Parks to discuss green infrastructure and street
trees in East Harlem, a historically underserved community, their main
concern for not expanding desperately needed green infrastructure was
maintenance costs. This cannot continue to be a hindrance for the
agencies responsible with adapting our built environment for climate
change.2

4. Leverage the funds from the New York State Clean Water, Clean Air
and Green Jobs Environmental Bond Act of 2022. There is $1.1 billion
in the Bond Act for restoration and flood risk reduction, including
$100 million for coastal rehabilitation and shoreline protection and
$100 million for inland flooding and local waterfront revitalization.
Prioritizing natural and nature-based solutions will also spur green
jobs. Additionally, the City should leverage federal funding from the
bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act.

5. Improve and expand the City’s cloudburst infrastructure, prioritizing
vulnerable communities and holistic solutions. Cloudburst
infrastructure involves both grey infrastructure3 (such as sewer pipes
and underground storage tanks) and green infrastructure. The City
should continue implementing the Stormwater Resiliency Plan and
improving emergency management for storm-related extreme weather,
as detailed in The New Normal: Combating Storm-Related Extreme
Weather in New York City. We are encouraged to see progress made
on the stormwater catchment project cited for Clinton Houses in East
Harlem and would like to see continued community engagement as
this project moves into the construction phase.

6. Improve sewage and wastewater infrastructure: An updated and
modernized sewer system and wastewater treatment process would
prevent combined sewer overflows (CSOs) from dumping unregulated

3 Examples of grey infrastructure include upgrading and increasing capacity of treatment plants or creating large storage tanks or
tunnels to hold CSOs during rain events.

2 East Harlem is a formerly redlined community that has suffered from years of neglect, disinvestment, and short-sighted planning
from the public and private sectors. This has allowed severe racial, economic, and environmental disparities to proliferate. East
Harlem has no tree canopy, and a 6 block stretch surrounding 125th street received no new tree plantings this year, and no anticipated
tree plantings next year. When we inquired about this with the Parks Department about this stark oversight, they told us that East
Harlem is a hostile environment for baby trees which lowers their success rate of plantings without extra maintenance, which they do
not have funding for. When WE ACT inquired about a potential green infrastructure project leveraging Bond Act funding for the
125th street corridor to help cool the environment in the absence of tree canopy, their first response was a concern over maintenance,
and a lack of funding.

https://cleanwaterandjobs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Bond-Act-funding-by-program_final.pdf
https://cleanwaterandjobs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Bond-Act-funding-by-program_final.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/
https://www.nyc.gov/site/dep/environment/cloudburst.page
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/orr/pdf/publications/stormwater-resiliency-plan.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/orr/pdf/publications/WeatherReport.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/orr/pdf/publications/WeatherReport.pdf


contaminants in our waterways. The City must significantly increase
investments and prioritize both green and grey infrastructure to
prevent CSOs.

Thank you for your time and your commitment to the issue of resiliency.

Sincerely,

Annie Carforo
Climate Justice Campaign Manager
WE ACT for Environmental Justice



Testimony of Alia Soomro, Deputy Director for New York City Policy
New York League of Conservation Voters

City Council Committee on Parks and Recreation
Jointly with the Committee on Environmental Protection, Resiliency and Waterfronts

Oversight Hearing – New York City’s Climate Resiliency Efforts
October 11, 2023

My name is Alia Soomro and I am the Deputy Director for New York City Policy at the New York
League of Conservation Voters (NYLCV). NYLCV is a statewide environmental advocacy
organization representing over 30,000 members in New York City. Thank you, Chairs Krishnan
and Gennaro, and members of the Committees on Parks and Environmental Protection for the
opportunity to testify at this timely hearing.

As co-founders of the Play Fair for Parks Coalition, we stand with New Yorkers for Parks, DC37,
and over 400 coalition organizations to demand a City budget that gives parks the fair funding
they deserve. Mayor Adams, Speaker Adams, and forty-four other Council Members have
already committed to funding 1% of the City’s budget to parks, and our Coalition of advocates
have been strong supporters of adequately funding maintenance, safety, and accessibility for
our parks. Our campaign has the support of twenty-seven Community Boards and has collected
11,500 petition signatures. NYLCV also is a member of Forest for All NYC (FFANYC), a coalition
of over 100 organizations collaborating to support the City’s urban forest and equitably achieve
30% tree canopy cover by 2035. Lastly, we are also a member of the Rise to Resilience
Coalition, a coalition of over 100 organizations across New York and New Jersey calling for
climate resilience to be a more urgent policy priority.

I bring this up because the goals of all three coalitions connect to each other. Parks and green
spaces make up 14% of the City’s land. NYC Parks manages 53.5% of the total urban forest
canopy in the City. And roughly half of the land managed by the NYC Parks is directly on the
water. Yet NYC Parks receive less than 1% of the City’s budget.

We cannot maintain our parks system, increase our tree canopy, or improve our waterfront
resiliency if we cut our parks budget. All three coalitions show that approximately six hundred
organizations in the City support our parks, open space, tree canopy, waterfront, environmental
justice, and, most importantly, long-term funding for these necessary services and infrastructure.
This doesn’t even account for the tens of thousands of members these organizations represent.
It’s clear that New Yorkers want our elected officials to take these interconnected issues
seriously and fund them.

1

https://www.ny4p.org/what-we-do/five-point-plan-for-park-equity


This leads me to shift to the Mayor’s proposed budget cuts. These citywide PEG cuts (5%
starting October 1 and as much as 15% by April) would be nothing short of devastating for our
City’s parks system. This would amount to a $75 million reduction to an already strapped
agency that has fewer workers today than it did before COVID. These budget cuts directly
contradict the Mayor’s campaign commitment to increase money for parks and undermine the
goals set out in PlaNYC: Getting Sustainability Done. The extreme heat our planet experienced
this summer, the City’s air quality emergencies in June, and the heavy rainfall and flooding on
Friday, September 29, showed the urgency of the climate crisis. Our city cannot afford to
disinvest from our parks system or from proven climate solutions. Parks and green spaces are
not a luxury. They are critical infrastructure, serving as the backyard for New Yorkers, offering a
safe space to play and relax in nature, providing respite from extreme heat, and absorbing
stormwater, air pollution and carbon dioxide. Allocating 1% is a necessary and reasonable ask,
especially considering other major cities consistently commit between 2-5% to their parks each
year.

Pivoting to the City’s climate resiliency efforts, NYLCV urges the City to prioritize environmental
justice and equity in all of its climate and environmental planning and policies—whether for
smaller-scaled green infrastructure or larger gray infrastructure projects. We support DEP’s
prioritization of areas that have been historically overburdened and underinvested in and urge
the City to provide robust funding for DEP’s mitigation efforts to combat odors and truck traffic
problems from treatment plants located in EJ areas. This includes southeast Queens and the
“Jewel Streets” neighborhood. However, the heavy rainfall and flooding on Friday, September
29, underscored yet again that the City has a long way to go to prepare in the short-, medium-,
and long-term. In the short term, the City must improve its emergency preparedness,
notification, and response systems. We urge the City to utilize the recommendations outlined in
Rainfall Ready NYC action plan and The New Normal, including implementing an early warning
system to keep New Yorkers informed before, during, and after the weather event (especially to
New Yorkers living in basement apartments during heavy rainfall), appointing an Extreme
Weather Coordinator in the Mayor’s Office, accelerating “high-level” storm sewer upgrades in
College Point and Southeast Queens, and more.

Along with improving its weather preparedness, NYLCV recommends the City continue
investing in smaller stormwater management solutions such as rain gardens, bioswales,
permeable pavement, water squares, and wetland restoration. Green infrastructure, which uses
vegetation, soils, and natural processes to manage water and reduce the risk of flooding, such
as rain gardens, green roofs, bioswales, and bluebelts that use natural drainage corridors,
should all be considered. These projects should be expanded and implemented equitably so
that all neighborhoods can receive the environmental benefits that come with them, with priority
for frontline communities that have borne the brunt of environmental racism and climate
injustices, including NYCHA campuses. We urge the City to timely implement its Climate Strong
Communities program and to continue making progress on implementing bluebelts and
daylighting rivers and streams.

2

https://climate.cityofnewyork.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/PlaNYC-2023-Full-Report.pdf
https://nylcv.org/news/1-for-parks-and-why-nyc-needs-it-now/
https://www.thecity.nyc/2022/4/4/23010770/the-hole-shows-risk-of-ignoring-environment
https://www.thecity.nyc/2022/4/4/23010770/the-hole-shows-risk-of-ignoring-environment
https://gothamist.com/news/fridays-storm-especially-inundates-nyc-residents-who-live-in-the-hole
https://www.nyc.gov/site/dep/whats-new/rainfall-ready-nyc.page
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Linking parks with the City’s resiliency efforts, unlike traditional types of concrete playgrounds
and pavements that contribute to flooding and the urban heat island effect, parks and
playgrounds with green infrastructure features help absorb or hold large volumes of stormwater,
especially as storms and extreme rainfall become more frequent and severe with climate
change. The City needs to strengthen the coordination of planning and maintaining our parks
and green infrastructure systems.

Additionally, cloudburst infrastructure is designed to manage extreme rainfall events too intense
for traditional stormwater infrastructure, such as stormwater retention basins and permeable
pavements. As DEP is set to formally launch the Cloudburst Management program in 2025, the
City must ensure there is dedicated and sufficient funding and staffing for the program.
Together, these programs can not only help to reduce stormwater runoff and complement
existing stormwater infrastructure, but can also help to improve air and water quality, enhance
biodiversity, and reduce urban heat island effects. We commend DEP for their work on green
infrastructure to date, but moving forward we need more ambition and a public deployment plan
to allow for accountability.

Most importantly, in the long-term, the City must fund and comprehensively plan for large-scale
gray infrastructure projects and upgrades to our antiquated sewage system, subway system,
airports, and more. We understand that our existing sewage infrastructure cannot keep up with
the increasing rainfall that comes with climate change. For instance, New York City’s sewer
system can only handle about 1.75 inches of rain an hour. Yet, on Friday, September 29,
weather stations in Central Park and parts of Queens recorded 2 inches of hourly rainfall around
10 a.m that morning. In addition to installing more green infrastructure, the City needs to
prioritize upgrading our system of sewers and pipes in the coming years. The average yearly
precipitation in the metropolitan area is increasing at nearly an inch per decade. It is projected to
increase by up to 11% in less than 30 years alongside a rise of more frequent severe storms.
This is exacerbated by sea level rise, which also raises the water table, meaning the soil cannot
absorb as much water. When soil is easily saturated, more storm water will run off into streets
and homes, increasing the likelihood of flooding. NYLCV urges the City, State, and MTA to
develop comprehensive climate change solutions into all capital projects, including our aging
subway system, which frequently becomes a second sewer system during heavy rainfalls.

From the historic disinvestment in our parks system in the 1970s, to the Covid-19
pandemic-related budget cuts and brain drain from our City agencies, to the urgency of the
climate crisis, it is clear that parks are underfunded. We urge the City not to cut funding for an
already strapped agency. We stand with the Play Fair for Parks, Rise to Resilience, and the
Forest For All NYC Coalitions in calling for increasing funding and the equitable allocation of our
parks, trees, green spaces, and waterfront, especially as the impacts of climate change
accelerate year after year.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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New York City Environmental Justice Alliance Testimony on NYC’s Climate Resiliency
Efforts To NYC Council Committee on Environmental Protection, Resiliency and
Waterfronts

October 12, 2023

Thank you Chair Genarro, Chair Krishnan and members of the Council for taking the time to
hold this oversight hearing. Founded in 1991, the New York City Environmental Justice Alliance
(NYC-EJA) is a non-profit, 501(c)3 citywide membership network linking grassroots
organizations from low-income communities of color in their struggle for environmental justice.
NYC-EJA empowers its member organizations to advocate for improved environmental
conditions and against inequitable environmental burdens by the coordination of campaigns to
inform City and State policies. Through our efforts, member organizations coalesce around
specific common issues that threaten the ability for low-income communities of color to thrive.

On September 29th, tropical storm Ophelia caught New Yorkers uninformed and unprepared to
protect themselves as streets, homes, subway stations, and buses filled with dangerous flood
waters. The response from our Mayor was that residents of NYC must be “living under a rock”
not to have been prepared - and rather than address the city to help protect New Yorkers from
harm, the Mayor chose to attend a private re-election fundraiser as the storm approached. Only
after the worst of the flooding had passed did the Mayor declare a state of emergency and tell
New Yorkers not to travel when many were already at work or in school. How is this an
acceptable response? In addition, when flooding was discussed at the October 11th Council
oversight hearing, DEP’s response to the flooding issue was to highlight the City’s barely
launched FloodNet program and sensors and other flood mitigation measures that have slowly
been rolling out. While these are important steps forward, they are insufficient on their own and
are being implemented too slowly for the protection of our most vulnerable communities. New
Yorker’s homes, workpaces, schools, and communities are being severely affected by extreme
weather events like tropical storm Ophelia. We have huge weaknesses in our city’s
infrastructure in relation to flood risk that will be expensive and time-consuming to resolve. We
need to take a more active approach in responding to those challenges than we are currently
seeing from the Mayor’s office and City agencies.

NYC’s Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) system in combination with vast swaths of impervious
surfaces like roads and pavements continues to present major challenges during extreme rain
and flood events. Communities of color and low-income neighborhoods are the most likely to be
negatively impacted by flooding events, with high proportions of these residents living in
floodplains and flood-prone parts of the city. What immediate actions are being taken to improve
the CSO problems and decrease the flooding consequences of those problems?



Green infrastructure must be a key part of the solutions that help fight storm surges and flooding
while also restoring natural habitats such as wetlands and beaches in environmental justice
communities, making them both accessible and multipurpose. Our work in the Forest for All
NYC coalition is focussed on growing, maintaining, and protecting NYC’s urban forest and
natural areas for their varied and priceless benefits to residents, wildlife, and the ecosystem. An
essential part of this mission is to uplift the needs of the NYC Parks Department, a central
player in the urban forest of NYC and a much undervalued and underfunded part of NYC’s
government agencies.

The Mayor’s proposed budget cuts starting at 5% across the board and increasing to 15%
across the board for all City agencies is inequitable and harmful. While this may not affect
DEP’s or NYPD’s budget as much, this could have serious consequences for the DPR. Taking
such a huge percentage from an agency like NYC Parks with such a small budget and huge
mission will result in disproportionate negative consequences and will likely lead to negative
impacts to what few small parks and natural areas lie in environmental justice communities as
resources are pulled to higher priority areas like Central and Prospect Parks. Greater austerity
on a program barely surviving on a shoestring budget will handicap our city. Parks are more
than a tourist attraction or pretty place to take pictures. Parks, street trees, and other natural
areas are essential infrastructure and require appropriate funding to maintain and ensure their
benefits continue to be felt.

Finally, in regards to the US Army Corps of Engineers NY/NJ Harbor and Tributaries Study, we
urge the City to remain vigilant and engaged in the process to protect the city and its most
vulnerable residents from the threats of climate change. This study may be our last good
chance to protect coastal communities throughout the New York-New Jersey metro area. The
study is said to be the largest of its kind, done in partnership with the states of NY and NJ and
NYC, covering 900+ miles of affected shoreline, 25 counties in New York & New Jersey. The
affected population is roughly 16 million people, including New York City and the six most
populated cities in New Jersey.

This study needs to move forward with appropriate improvements to ensure that it protects the
city’s most vulnerable residents with resilience solutions that match the visions of the
communities in question. They need to ensure that the infrastructure they plan to build for storm
surge doesn’t put communities at risk with other types of storm and flooding risks, particularly
three distinct problems, which our communities simply were not built for: storm surge like we
saw with Hurricane Sandy ten years ago, heavy downpours like Irene and Lee brought us last
year, and seas that will rise by a foot or more over the first half of this century. DEP’s
Commissioner claims that the agency has had open communication with the Army Corps team
and that they are working to ensure New Yorkers receive the best possible protection. However,
as advocates that have been deeply involved with the process for over two years, we can say
that this supposed transparency is not at all apparent to us. We are concerned that both USACE



and DEP have failed to show proper urgency and transparency in this process and this apparent
complacency has a high risk of poor outcomes for our most vulnerable residents. We hope the
City Council will stay alert and engaged in the HATS study and lend its own support to the
needs of the most vulnerable communities.

It is ever clearer from the orange skies to flooded streets we have experienced this year that
New York City cannot solely rely on our Mayor to provide sufficient leadership and safety under
increasingly frequent environmental disasters. At the same time, successful policies and
protocols can be developed to save lives in times of crisis. The City Council can and must
provide critical legislation and oversight in lieu of inconsistent leadership from the Mayor. Thank
you.
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Lowell Barton, Vice President, and Organizing Director, Laborers’ Local 1010 

for 

Joint Hearing before The New York City Council  

Parks and Environmental Protection Committees 

October 11th, 2023 

Laborers’ Local 1010 is the premier Paving and Road Building Union in New York City. Our 

members work together to build streets, bridges, and highways throughout the five boroughs of 

NYC. Local 1010 is an affiliate of the NYS Laborers, representing over 40,000 men and women 

across the state, and is a proud affiliate of the Laborers’ International Union of North America 

(LIUNA). I want to thank Committee Chairs, Shekar Krishnan and James Gennaro for having this 

important and timely joint Committee hearing today with the Parks and Environmental Protection 

Committees. 

Local 1010 is a proud member of the Play Fair Coalition, a coalition of over 400 organizations 

across the City, which advocates for the importance of our City’s park system and 1% for Parks. 

 

NYC Parks and capital projects are important to Local 1010 because it is precisely where many 

of our members work. Parks capital projects have long suffered from delays, waste, wage theft, 

and corruption and proposed budget cuts to the NYC Parks agency would be further devastating 

to parks infrastructure and recreational and green space for all New Yorkers. 

 

For too long, unscrupulous contractors have been permitted to exploit the current system, 

cheating workers, and taxpayers. We don’t need more cuts to Parks. We need investment, 

transparency, oversight, and accountability to receive better results for New Yorkers and 

the workers tasked with performing Parks work across the City. In 2020, within months of 

severe budget cuts, NYC Parks were in their worst condition in two decades.   
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Parks are critical infrastructure for public health and safety and are drivers of social equity. They 

should be funded as such. All New Yorkers deserve access to safe, clean, and equitable parks, 

pools, beaches and recreation center. 

 

Unionized laborers, when awarded the opportunity to work on NYC Parks capital projects, 

bring years of skills training to the job, helping to complete the work on budget and in a 

timely manner. 

 

Thank you again to Chairs Krishnan and Gennaro for having this important hearing today. 

Together, in partnership we can make our City fairer and our Parks more beautiful. Thank you. 

 

Conclusion 

As a member and Vice President of a 2,700-member construction local, the agency overseeing the 

timely process of capital projects must prioritize integrity and safety on all job sites. Preserving 

and expanding all NYC Parks funding is crucial to the agency’s ability to hire staff to vet 

and award quality contractors in NYC.  I appreciate your consideration of our comments. 

 

We look forward to continuing to work with the Council to create meaningful accountability in 

our city. 
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October 14, 2023 
Honorable James Genaro 
Chair, New York City Council 
City Hall 
New York, NY 10007 

Statement to the Joint Committees on Environmental Protection, 
Resiliency & Waterfronts, and on Parks and Recreation Hearing on 
October 11, 2023 

Dear Chairperson Genaro, 
 

Anyone serious about managing Climate Change would increase the DEP, DPR and DOT 
Budget for Green Infrastructure (GI).  Climate Change mitigation is not going to happen on its own, 
or by constructing buildings, or by cutting funds from important agencies that are poised help. Rain 
is not the cause of flooding; more hard surfaces is.  Hard surfaces do not allow water to drain into the 
soil. In the highly dense NYC urban environment, the only way is catch up for hundreds of years of 
building is to “green” every piece of land as fast as you can -- to allow water to drain.  By the way, 
when rain drains underground to the base flow, there is an added advantage of getting clean water! 
Clean water means healthier people. 

I write on behalf of the Bronx Council for Environmental Quality (BCEQ). Founded in 1971, 
we have sought to establish — as an Inherent Human Right — a sound, forward-looking 
environmental policy regarding an aesthetic, unpolluted, environment protecting a natural and historic 
heritage. We advocate for improving water quality, developing waterfront greenways and recreational 
uses, increasing ecosystem services, and restoring shoreline natural habitats, among other things.  We 
successfully urged the DEP, DPR and DOT to work together to build the largest Green Infrastructure 
in the City in the Tibbetts Brook Daylighting and Greenway.  They recreated a natural area at the old 
run down abandoned railroad.  

The goal of your committee, “to make New York City more resilient in the face of climate 
change, and preparing for, responding to, and recovering from emergencies, and matters relating to 
the waterfront” is being challenged.  Today city government is not doing much to solve climate change 
challenges and, in fact, the latest cuts are making the problem worse.  This is an added disadvantage 
to our economically disadvantage communities who already suffer the most from climate change, and 
who now from arbitrary budget cuts which delay the important work of recreating natural areas in the 
little space left in our city.   

New York City government created the severe climate change we are experiencing now.  If 
you continue to build on every spare square foot, how can the rain get into the ground?  You have a 
math problem and should look at it that way.  If you keep buying suits without replacing old ones, 
soon there will be no room in the closet. If you buy a new closet to hold your new suits, soon you will 
have no space to walk in the home. Make every change in imperviousness a cost.  By the way, have 
you reviewed the enforcement and effectiveness of DEP’s new Unified Stormwater Rules?  Or is it 
only another paper rule? 

Use this opportunity to stand up to the proposed cuts and offer realistic choices.  Discretionary 
budgets of agencies that are not “needed,” can be put on pause for a few years. Choose to cut anything 
that causes more carbon and greenhouse gas than other services. One group that comes to mind is 
New Housing. During the pandemic the construction of affordable housing was exempt from 
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budgetary cuts, while most agency budgets, including capital construction, was not. Developers had 
their chance.  Now is the time to help those in need, and not those in search of greed.  

We call on you to reject Mayor Adams perverse order of priorities for a general cut, when 
there are a few agencies that can survive a few years without funding.  An added benefit would be that 
there would be less capital work for DDC and they would eventually become more efficient.  No need 
for another Authority – one more power grab of the public’s transparency. 

If we allow these agencies to help manage climate change, this has the double benefit of 
maintaining more city jobs to do the necessary work to manage climate change, is in sync with the 
goals of this committee.  More people working in full-time city employment with a career path and a 
pension, can manage the landscape for more environmentally productive parks, open spaces, and 
trees.  They will build and maintain green infrastructure, to clean out drains and pick up garbage before 
rain storms. They can design waterfronts peppered with green infrastructure upland and living 
shorelines along the 520 miles of the city’s waterfront.  They will build natural-nature-based-systems 
with zero discharge can help manage the big storms.  

We will have the opportunity to change the pace of progress in mitigating climate change by 
recognizing that the city’s drainage system built for 90% of the storms, but only manages 10% of the 
annual rain; while 90% of the big storms overflow the sewer – and pollute rivers.  You know this is 
needed.  It is easy to change the standard design storm for storm sewers, especially for Green 
Infrastructure (GI), which would be hard to overflow, as it goes into the ground and easily 
accommodate zero discharge. 

In the Bronx, our residents need all kinds of jobs. As we watch rents, food and clothing prices 
rise our families are suffering.  We do not need new housing; we need to fix the housing we live in 
now.  We do not need to you to put a new building in every open space.  What we need are trees, 
green areas, parks, and access to and in the waterfront. Clearly, we need more people working not less.   

While all agree to protect our future by cutting down on greenhouse gases. The question is 
just how much are we willing to give up. Cement manufacturing accounts for 8% of the world’s CO2 
emissions. Concrete, which is made from cement, is the most widely used substance on Earth — 
behind only water; the third largest consumer of energy; and the second largest emitter of CO2 when 
looking at industrial players alone.   

As individuals, it is great to recycle, compost, bike, or drive hybrid / EV. Now it is time for 
industry, government, and transportation networks to step up, too. We need big changes faster. NYC 
government should take a four year pause on building housing.  Halt the discretionary building of 
“affordable” housing for the future; choose to take care of the people here and now; restore full 
funding and more to GI agencies mentioned above.  

Because rain does not cause flooding. "Hard surfaces that don't drain water result in flooding." 

      Your friend, 

 

Karen Argenti, Secretary BCEQ 



Joint Committee Hearing - Committee on Parks and Recreation and Committee on
Environmental Protection, Resiliency and Waterfronts
Oversight – New York City’s Climate Resiliency Efforts

Wednesday, October 11, 2023
Submitted by Hunter Armstrong, Executive Director, Brooklyn Greenway Initiative

Thank you to Chairs Shekar Krishnan and James Gennaro for having this important and timely
hearing, especially given the citywide flooding on September 29. We’re a proud member of the
Play Fair Coalition, a coalition of over 400 organizations across the City, which advocates for the
importance of our City’s park system and 1% for Parks.

Brooklyn Greenway Initiative advocates for and engages communities to use the Brooklyn
greenway system. We also founded the NYC Greenways Coalition, a citywide coalition of 45
organizations. The city’s greenway system, much of which is located within NYC parklands, are
vital corridors for New Yorkers to commute and recreate and are important connectors for
people and wildlife. They should be properly supported and maintained by NYC Parks, and
budget cuts would do further damage to an already underinvested system that serves millions of
New Yorkers. Greenways provide commuting alternatives to New Yorkers and reduce carbon
emissions. They also provide greenery to cool the city and planting beds and tree beds can
absorb stormwater.

On the campaign trail, Mayor Adams said that he “proudly committed to a 'percent for parks'
plan,” stating that “parks are not a luxury, it's a necessity.” The mayor and the City Council have
also recognized that our city’s parks are critical infrastructure in our efforts to mitigate climate
change.

But our parks cannot do that if they aren’t funded. The recently announced PEG cuts (5% which
began on October 1 and as much as 15% today by April) would be nothing short of devastating
for our city’s parks system. This would amount to a $75M reduction to an already strapped
agency that has fewer workers today than it did before COVID. We all remember the cuts from
just three years ago and the conditions of our parks.

We need to protect our parks from further cuts. While we recognize this is a challenging time for
the city and there is a real crisis. Slashing the parks budget, tiny in comparison to other major
agencies, is short sighted. We cannot afford to cut our parks system, especially as NYC
experienced record-breaking heat this summer, increased rainfall, and massive flooding on
Friday, September 29, underscoring the need for our city to invest in parks, open space, and
proven green infrastructure solutions such as bioswales, street trees and blue belts.



The crises our city has faced over the last 3 years highlight the inequity in our parks system and
the relationship between parks and public health, public safety, climate resilience and quality of
life. Parks are critical infrastructure and must be funded and protected as such.

During this challenging time, we are asking that you to protect our parks and green space in
highlight of this climate crisis.

Thank you.
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Gowanus Canal Conservancy Testimony for City Council, Oversight Hearing on New York
City’s Climate Resiliency Efforts

My name is Natasia Sidarta. I am the Community Stewardship & Operations Director at
Gowanus Canal Conservancy (GCC), where I oversee community stewardship and volunteer
programs to empower local stakeholders in stewardship of local green spaces. We are a proud
member of the Forest for All NYC Coalition and the Play Fair Coalition. We are here today to
ask this Council to fight for a budget that prioritizes equitable management of our shared public
realm, which provides critical services to support health, quality of life, resilience, and justice for
all of us.

On September 9th, Mayor Adams ordered all New York City agencies to reduce spending in the
coming months (5% soon and as much as 15% by April), citing slowed revenue growth and
financial strain due to the asylum seeker crisis. This administration’s proposed austerity cuts of
15% will devastate our park system. This would amount to a $75M reduction to an already
strapped agency that has fewer workers today than it did before COVID.

We cannot afford to cut our parks system, especially as we have experienced record-breaking
heat this summer and massive rainfall and flooding on Friday, September 29th. In Gowanus
alone, we saw the effects of this flooding in countless ways, including damaging local
businesses and homes, halting public transit, and overflowing our combined sewer system. This
underscores the need for our City to invest in parks, open space, and proven green
infrastructure solutions such as rain gardens and street trees.

In Gowanus, 670 young trees installed over the past decade are growing to help fill a
neighborhood-wide gap in the urban canopy. When mature, these trees will provide benefits of
flood management, cooling and shade, benefits which will grow exponentially as this planted
infrastructure matures. However, surviving to maturity depends on adequate maintenance and
protection from the Parks Department, local organizations, and volunteers. In Gowanus, we
empower a network of volunteer tree stewards, who water, weed, prune, and remove litter and
debris. These activities provide social infrastructure, offering opportunities for neighbors to
organize together for neighborhood beautification and environmental benefits.

However, street trees will always need maintenance that cannot be done by volunteers and
small community organizations, such as structural pruning, stump removal, sidewalk repair, and
invasive species control by Parks. The urban forest is critical public infrastructure and does not
receive the resources it needs to equitably serve New Yorkers.
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We appreciate the City’s efforts to leverage federal and state funding for climate resilience and
infrastructure, however this Council must end the long-term underfunding of the Parks
Department and the workers who care for these trees; continue fighting for baseline funding of
1% to Parks; and ensure that our young trees are able to provide essential social and ecological
infrastructure equitably across NYC.

These cuts actively go against the climate resilience priorities laid out in the Administration’s
PlaNYC: Getting Sustainability Done, which include goals ranging from connecting over 300
miles of nature trails, creating nature-based stormwater management solutions, investing in the
NYC Green Infrastructure Program, to creating over 10 acres of new open space and achieving
30% tree canopy coverage. Achieving these goals are vital not only to make our City more
sustainable and equitable, but also to combat the disproportionate impacts of climate change.

Every New Yorker deserves safe and equitable access to our parks and open spaces.
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Committee on Environmental Protection, Resiliency, and Waterfronts;
Committee on Parks and Recreation

New York City’s Climate Resiliency Efforts
Testimony Submitted by Lynn Bodnar Kelly, Co-Chair, Parks and Open Space Partners

October 11, 2023

Thank you to Chairs Krishnan and Gennaro, and Committee members, for having this
important hearing, which is very timely considering the citywide flooding on September 29th.

I’m Lynn Bodnar Kelly, and I am the Executive Director of the New York Restoration Project,
and Co-Chair for the NYC Parks and Open Space Partners Coalition. Today I am testifying on
behalf of the NYC Parks and Open Spaces, a coalition representing over 50 organizations that
share ideas to address common challenges, amplify advocacy efforts, and offer technical
assistance and guidance in service of an equitable and resilient parks system for all New
Yorkers.

As the committee is aware, Mayor Adams has ordered all New York City agencies to reduce
their spending, citing slowed revenue growth and financial strain due to the migrant crisis.
While the coalition is truly sympathetic to the plight of asylum seekers and understands the
logistical challenges being faced by the administration, we refuse to believe that mass
budget cuts are the answer to a complex situation in which human beings and public land are
front and center. In fact, if the administration follows through with proposed cuts of 15%,
they can expect to see a devastating impact on our parks systems, which is still recovering
from cuts made during COVID-19, and has fewer workers than it did before the pandemic.
This austerity plan only furthers societal division during a time when we should be building
community and ensuring the availability of critical services to new and current New Yorkers
alike. In fact, a 15% cut to Parks negates the city’s own climate resilience priorities as laid out
in “PlaNYC: Getting Sustainability Done”. Goals in this plan range from creating nature-based
stormwater management solutions, investing in the NYC Green Infrastructure Program, to
creating over 10 acres of new open space and achieving 30% tree canopy coverage.

Achieving these goals are vital not only to make our City more sustainable and equitable, but
also to combat the impacts of climate change. The time to implement these measures has
never been more critical. Climate change is rapidly changing our urban environment with
summer heatwaves and more frequent instances of massive rainfall causing extensive
flooding and damage to properties, infrastructure, and public spaces.



The subject of today’s meeting is legislation pertaining to the health and protection of our
waterfronts. In fact, waterfront parks figure centrally into New York City’s open space and
pose unique challenges and opportunities in terms of parks operations and maintenance.
Roughly half of the land managed by the NYC Parks Department is directly on the water and
as such are deeply susceptible to flood damage. When Hurricane Sandy battered the region,
the storm swamped 5,700 acres of the city’s parkland, took the lives of 48 New Yorkers, and
caused $800 million in damages. Storms and other dangerous-weather events will continue
to decimate our waterfronts and will do so with more frequency unless we make these
investments to protect our lands and our citizens. We need to integrate more resilient
features into park designs, upgrades, and retrofits, to mitigate repeated damage to property
and to save people’s lives.

We truly appreciate the City’s efforts to leverage federal and state funding for climate
resilience and infrastructure, and we continue to urge the City to look at these funding
streams as opportunities to advance resilience and adaptation projects for communities
who face the greatest climate and environmental justice risks.

However, we cannot wait idly until the next storm. We urge the City to be prepared for new
infrastructure by committing to dedicated parks funding for operations and maintenance.
Budget cuts to the Parks department is a step in the wrong direction. Every New Yorker
deserves safe and equitable access to our parks, open space, and waterfronts.

Thank you for your consideration,

Lynn Bodnar Kelly
POSP, Co-Chair
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Good afternoon, Chair Gennaro, Chair Krishnan, and members of the Environmental Protection,
Resiliency and Waterfronts Committee and the Parks Committee. My name is Morgan Monaco, and I
serve as Prospect Park Administrator and President of Prospect Park Alliance, the non-profit that
operates Brooklyn’s Backyard in partnership with the City. I am also the co-Chair of Parks and Open
Space Partners, a coalition of more than 50 conservancies and friends of parks groups, and the Alliance
also is a member of the Play Fair Coalition, which seeks 1% of the City budget for parks. I am here today
to voice my support for the resiliency efforts of our City, as well as my concern for the proposed budget
cuts to NYC Parks. I thank the Council for its leadership in holding this hearing today.

Prospect Park Alliance cares for Prospect Park's natural areas, 585 acres of meadows, waterways and
woodlands, including Brooklyn’s only lake, last remaining forest, and over 30,000 trees. Our staff
performs critical work in preserving the park’s natural habitats for our community and for countless
species of mammals, birds and insects, all of whom rely on the park for their health and well-being. This
work has become more critical than ever, both in terms of the environmental benefits that the park
provides to our City, but also the existential threat faced by our trees, plants and other flora due to
extreme weather conditions associated with climate change.

Less than two weeks ago, Prospect Park experienced one such assault, Tropical Storm Ophelia.
Well-loved paths became high-powered streams: washing away soil, dislodging boulders and leaving
pedestrian hazards in their wake. Areas where stormwaters pooled for several days overwhelmed our
aging drainage, including our 60-acre Lake, which flooded the surrounding streets, as captured by so
many in the press.

Prospect Park Alliance has taken a proactive approach to address climate change by updating the park's
150-year-old drainage system each time we undertake capital projects in the park, and through our
woodland restoration work. We also have led the charge to advocate for the restoration of our Lakeshore
to improve its environmental resilience. Currently we have secured $3M of the $20M needed to advance
this project, and will present a master plan and pilot project to the community in the coming months.

With proper City investment, Prospect Park can do so much more to serve as a counterweight for our
communities in battling severe storms. We implore our leaders to support this work by investing the
$17M of remaining funds for our Lakeshore project, as well as considering the park for additional
resiliency efforts. We also request that the Administration reconsider its plan to cut up to 15% of the
park's budget at this time when the city's green spaces are more critical than ever. Rather, we need our
leaders to do the opposite, and invest in the city's resiliency efforts by following through on the pledge
to invest 1% of the annual City budget for NYC Parks.

Our city and our parks will continue to feel the effects of climate change firsthand. It is crucial to ensure
the continued resiliency of our green spaces by the proper investment in green infrastructure. We
applaud the Council for its recent work to support the creation of an Urban Forest Plan to expand the
City's tree canopy to 30% coverage, and appreciate your consideration of further investment in parks.





NYC Council Hearing - October 11, 2023 at 1 PM - Committees: Parks & Recreation + Environmental
Protection, Resiliency and Waterfronts

____________________________________________________________________________

Dear Committee Chairs and Committee Members,

Thanks for this hearing and your support for the recently passed urban forest master plan legislation.

My name is Matthew Shore, born - and still living - in the Bronx, and I’m an Organizer at South Bronx Unite, a
community-based advocacy organization focused on environmental justice and health equity in the South
Bronx neighborhoods of Mott Haven & Port Morris.

You’ve heard from several upset and tired environmental organizations across the five boroughs, but can you
imagine how this City’s Black and Brown communities that bear the brunt of environmental justice impacts
feel? We cannot talk about climate resiliency and parks without acknowledging the direct correlation between
lack of real green spaces and high levels of polluting infrastructure to poor health impacts.

Although the Bronx is the greenest borough, that green is mostly concentrated in the northern parts of the
borough, far away from the most impoverished, polluted “disadvantaged communities” that could most benefit
from green spaces!

Here are the numbers from New Yorkers for Parks Open Space Index Profiles and NYC government data:

● Looking at Bronx Community District 8, which has the affluent neighborhood of Riverdale, Riverdale
enjoys the highest amount, of all 59 community districts, of tree canopy. Additionally, it also ranks near
the top 10 of all 59 community districts for the percentage of land that includes parks spaces!

● How does this benefit Riverdale? Well, when looking at the occurrences of childhood asthma per
10,000 residents, Riverdale has 218 occurrences, one one of the lowest rates of childhood asthma in
the City. Additionally, it has the lowest severity of heat vulnerability.

Now, how does that compare to the Bronx Community District 1, which includes the South Bronx
neighborhoods of Mott Haven and Port Morris, which is in the US’ poorest congressional district?

● Well, of 59 community districts we rank 46 when it comes to tree canopy and 45 when it comes to the
percentage of park spaces -towards the bottom!

● Why does this matter? We have the highest rate of childhood asthma occurrences per 10,000.

● We also have the highest severity of heat vulnerability.

https://www.southbronxunite.org/


There’s no coincidence that this is tied to our low availability of green spaces, but it’s also tied to
publicly-owned green spaces being given away to industries that worsen our vulnerability to poor air quality in
the form of:

1) greatly increased truck traffic;
2) worsened flooding in a South Bronx that already has a tremendously inaccessible
waterfront that is in a high-risk flood zone; and,
3) lots handed to real estate developments that do no meet the average 27% AMI of
local residents, but of people making, at minimum, $86K for a studio apartment.

Make no mistake, the only park in Mott Haven with real green spaces is St. Mary’s Park. Many “parks” in our
area are actually fake parks, nothing more than “heat traps” that contain many impermeable spaces and lack
real green spaces, thus exacerbating urban heat island.

Our community has been disproportionately harmed, disinvested, and neglected, but we invite you to be a part
of the change.

1. Recognize that the City can both increase green spaces AND improve existing green spaces, including
NYCHA open spaces. They can also be holistically planned for, ensuring that we’re not planning green
spaces in silos, but comprehensively and adjacent to areas with high pollution, such as highways.

2. Recognize community-envisioned green space equity plans when introducing agency plans, such as
the Harlem River Greenway Plan, which can and should do more to acknowledge and see the
opportunity that the community-envisioned Mott Haven-Port Morris Waterfront Plan provides.

3. Speaking of, we urge this body to continue to support the community-envisioned Mott Haven-Port
Morris Waterfront Plan, which is a State DEC priority plan that aims to create a series of interconnected
community-managed green spaces across our peninsula which is greatly deprived of waterfront
access, suffers from flooding, is obstructed by polluting train tracks, and many other issues. We invite
you to visit us in Port Morris for a tour of our waterfront and how we continue to be affected by a
multitude of environmental injustices. Shoutout Waterfront Alliance and EDC, which have been
instrumental in supporting this comprehensive community vision.

4. You can also support the CLT movement, led by the NYC Community Land Initiative, by supporting the
Community Land Act, which includes Intro 637 (Restler) aka “Public Land for Public Good,” which
requires the City to prioritize CLTs and nonprofit developers when disposing of City-owned land, to
ensure public land is used for permanently-affordable housing and community stewarded green spaces,
for example, removing spaces, such our increasingly gentrified waterfront away from the speculative
market and empowering local residents.

5. This month, South Bronx Unite is excited to build on the success of NYCCLI by launching a citywide
initiative on CLTs as a tool for environmental justice and green space equity. We look forward to
engaging with you all this much needed conversation.

6. Additionally, improve notifications between the Parks Department and community-based organizations
on the ground. Why do we have to contact Bronx Community Board 1 in order to be notified about
Parks Capital Projects and follow our council member’s social media to be informed about community
input sessions? Similarly, why do we have to communicate through the community board to request
that the Parks Department meet with us and open up discussion on their tree plantings, surface
renovations, etc.?

7. Lastly, please continue to support the important work of the Play Fair Coalition and Forest for All
Coalition. This can be done by pledging to support 1% of the City’s budget be used for the Parks

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5fd030e7e589ab2987f36f75/t/650a1bd4f7f42448a1d91db4/1695161307501/Mott+Haven+-+Port+Morris+Waterfront+Plan+Brochure-+Sep+19+2023.pdf


Department and holding the administration accountable when that urgent need is not being met for our
city’s Black and Brown communities.

Thanks for your support and thanks once again for hosting this crucial hearing.

In community,

Matthew Shore
Green Space Equity & Community Land Trust Organizer
South Bronx Unite (@southbronxunite)
matthew@southbronxunite.org

https://www.southbronxunite.org/
https://www.instagram.com/southbronxunite/?hl=en
mailto:matthew@southbronxunite.org
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THE NEW YORK CLIMATE EXCHANGE 

Written Testimony for the Committee on Parks and Recreation & 

Committee on Environmental Protection  

Oversight – New York City’s Climate Resiliency Efforts 

October 11, 2023 

 

Dear Chair Krishnan and Chair Gennaro,   

 

In advance of the Committee on Parks and Recreation and Committee on Environmental Protection 

Joint Oversight Hearing on New York City’s Climate Resiliency Efforts, The New York Climate 

Exchange (“The Exchange”) is writing to you to introduce ourselves and offer The Exchange as a future 

resource to your committee on issues relevant to our global climate crisis. 

 

In April, The Exchange was announced the winner of a global competition to develop a center for 

climate solutions on Governors Island. As such, we are currently operating as a startup and dedicating 

time building our team, identifying early programming opportunities, and honing the design of our site 

on Governors Island.  We look forward to being able to support our city, state, and federal leaders in 

deploying equitable, scalable solutions to the global climate crisis.  

 

The Exchange is based on a simple idea: collaboration works. The Exchange’s partner network includes 

climate experts, researchers, educators, business leaders, and community organizers who are working 

together to tackle the effects of climate change (see full Partner list below).  With a robust partner 

network encompassing diverse climate topics, ranging from extreme weather events to energy 

resilience, food and water systems, environmental law, deep climate tech, and climate justice, we 

leverage our extensive connections and our future home on Governors Island to drive impactful 

research, education, and public discourse. The Exchange will use education, research, an innovation hub, 

job training, and public programs to prepare communities to respond to climate challenges, ultimately 

becoming a renowned thought leader and innovator in the development of climate solutions. 

 

Expected to open in 2028, The Exchange’s home on Governors Island will be a beacon for sustainable 

and resilient urban environments around the world, using renewable energy and zero-waste 

technologies to generate more energy than it consumes. The Exchange also aspires to be New York 

City’s first large-scale mass timber development and first Living Building Challenges certification.  

 

Together, The Exchange’s partner network, physical campus, and extensive offerings are committed to 

addressing pressing climate issues, including climate resiliency efforts. By harnessing the expertise of its 
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diverse network, The Exchange aims to revolutionize these efforts, pioneering unique and 

transformative approaches for a sustainable future. 

 

As an illustrative example of our expertise, today we're pleased to offer a deeper understanding of New 

York City climate resiliency efforts and the urban tree canopy, guided by insights from one of our 

esteemed partner experts, Andrew Reinmann, Assistant Professor at the City University of New York. 

This serves as a testament to our capabilities and demonstrates how we can serve as a valuable 

resource in this domain moving forward.  

 

New York City Climate Resiliency Efforts & the Urban Tree Canopy 

Dr. Andrew Reinmann, Assistant Professor, Environmental Sciences Initiative, The City University of New York 

 

For the foreseeable future, New York City will experience rising air temperatures and sea levels and 

increases in the severity, frequency, and duration of extreme climate events (i.e., heat waves, drought, 

excessive precipitation). Through these changes, New York City faces the daunting task of maintaining 

human health, livability, and overall sustainability of a city that was built under a very different climate 

regime.  

 

As a forest and urban ecologist, my expertise most squarely lies in how trees and forests fit into our 

city’s resiliency efforts. New York City has a considerable urban heat island effect, meaning that because 

of its built infrastructure, air temperatures in the city—particularly at night—are much warmer than 

they are in nearby suburban areas. However, even within the city there is a lot of spatial heterogeneity 

in the magnitude of the urban heat island effect. There are many factors driving this heterogeneity such 

as building height (taller buildings have higher temperatures than shorter buildings), roof color (white 

roofs reflect more sunlight and are cooler than black roofs), and vegetation. Through shading and 

transpiration—the movement of water from the soil, through the plant, and out of the leaves as water 

vapor—plants, particularly trees, can play a critical role at local and city-scale in mitigating the magnitude 

of the urban heat island effect. 

 

Neighborhoods with an abundance of tree canopy cover tend to be cooler than those with little cover, 

and forested parks are much cooler than surrounding neighborhoods. For example, in the evenings 

when the magnitude of the urban heat island effect is largest, Central Park can be >5-6oF cooler than 

the Upper West Side and Upper East Side. This difference in air temperature is larger than the amount 

of warming the region has experienced from climate change over the past 100 years. In addition to 

cooling benefits, trees and forests also help to mitigate flooding and are essential for carbon 

sequestration. Over the course of a year, forests can intercept and transpire 50% or more of the 

precipitation that falls, thereby diverting runoff back to the atmosphere and mitigating flooding risk. 

Because of the myriad of ecosystem services the urban tree canopy (i.e., forests and non-forest trees) 

provides, it is critical that we recognize it is a key component of climate resiliency strategies. 

 

Currently, New York City has 22% of its land area covered by trees. However, not all New Yorkers 

have equal access to forested parks or canopy cover in their neighborhoods. Lower income 
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communities and communities of color are less likely than more affluent communities to benefit from 

the range of ecosystem services provided by trees and forests. There are calls for New York City to 

pledge to attain 30% tree canopy cover by 2035. Such efforts could be an opportunity to work with 

community groups to maximize the distribution of the benefit of trees moving forward. I would also 

argue including tree maintenance and forest restoration as part of broader efforts to leverage the 

ecosystem services of trees. Although urban trees tend to grow faster than their rural counterparts, 

street trees in particular die much younger; a considerable amount of this mortality could be mitigated 

through proper maintenance and street tree pit sizing. 

 

In recent decades, scientific research and literature has highlighted the important roles of the urban tree 

canopy in enhancing city livability and mitigating the effects of climate change. These canopies are crucial 

for building cities resilient to future climate changes. To realize the full benefits of increasing tree 

canopy cover, there needs to be equitable distribution of new plantings/maintenance efforts and 

community buy-in. Between the universities, personnel at NYC Parks, the US Forest Service, The 

Natural Areas Conservancy, numerous “tree-centric” stewardship and community groups, and of course 

The New York Climate Exchange, there is a plethora of intellectual resources available to the city to 

develop effective policies and strategies for increasing the climate resiliency of New York. As such, we 

are excited by the opportunity to continue to engage with the Committee on Parks and Recreation on 

pressing climate topics like this. 

 

Appendix: The Exchange Partners 

 

Core Partners Affiliate Partners Advisory and Community 

Partners 

• Stony Brook University  

• Georgia Institute of 

Technology  

• Pace University 

• Pratt Institute 

• University of Washington 

• Boston Consulting Group 

• IBM 

• Good Old Lower East Side 

(GOLES) 

• City University of New 

York 

• Duke University 

• SUNY Maritime College 

• New York University 

• University of Oxford 

• Rochester Institute of 

Technology 

• Moody’s 

• American Geophysical 

Union 

• American Museum of 

Natural History  

• Aspen Global Change 

Institute 

• Association for a Better 

New York 

• BEAM Center 

• Billion Oyster Project 

• Bronx Chamber of 

Commerce 

• Brooklyn Chamber of 

Commerce 

• The Building and 

Construction Trades 
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Council of Greater New 

York 

• Climate Jobs NY  

• The Climate Museum 

• Earth Matter NY 

• Educational Alliance 

• Green City Force 

• Grow NYC 

• Harvestworks 

• Laborers’ International 

Union Local 79 

• Lower Manhattan 

Cultural Council 

• Manhattan Chamber of 

Commerce 

• Museum of the City of 

New York 

• New York Building 

Congress 

• New York City 

Employment & Training 

Coalition 

• Nontraditional 

Employment for Women 

• Queens Chamber of 

Commerce 

• Solar One Education 

• Staten Island Chamber of 

Commerce 

• The Point Community 

Development 

Corporation 

• The Urban Assembly 

New York Harbor School 

• The Waterfront Alliance 

• 32BJ SEIU 

• Variety Boys & Girls Club 

of Queens 

• WE ACT for 

Environmental Justice 

 



Date: October 10, 2023
To: NYC Council Member Shekar Krishnan, Parks Committee Chair & Parks Committee
Re: Testimony for the NYC City Council Parks Committee Meeting

Thank you for having this important and timely hearing, especially given the citywide flooding
that recently happened on September 29th. Van Cortlandt Park was impacted by this flooding
and will continue to be whenever there are heavy rains. Unfortunately, we barely have the staff
to deal with flooding when it happens. And if the proposed budget takes place, it is a guarantee
we will not be able to clean up after storms.

We’re a proud member of the Play Fair for Parks Coalition, a coalition of over 400 organizations
across the City, which advocates for the importance of our City’s park system and increasing the
City’s parks budget to 1%.

Back in 2021, Mayor Adams ran on a campaign promise to increase NYC Parks’ budget to 1% of
the city’s overall budget. He acknowledged that NYC Parks was underfunded and last year
increased the Parks budget but still did not reach the 1% promised. Mayor Adams must make
good on his promise and continue to increase the Parks budget and not make cuts!

This administration’s proposed austerity cuts of 15% will devastate our park system. This
would amount to a $75M reduction to an already strapped agency that has fewer workers
today than it did before COVID.

We cannot afford to cut our parks system, especially as our planet has experienced
record-breaking heat this summer and massive rainfall and flooding on Friday, September 29th,
underscoring the need for our City to invest in parks, open space, and proven green
infrastructure solutions such as bioswales, street trees and blue belts.

New Yorkers must demand more! We deserve a park system that is safe, clean, and equitable.

While NYC’s budget for Parks is hundreds of millions of dollars more than any other U.S. city, the
budget for Parks in other large cities is 2% of the overall budget, on average. In NYC, parks make
up 14% of its land mass—and yet, the budget for parks is a paltry half a percent. Simply put, it is
just not enough money to run an agency of the size and scope that NYC Parks is asked to
maintain. Van Cortlandt Park alone is 1,146 acres and serves nearly 3 million visitors a year. Yet,
on an average day, our park might have two Park Enforcement Patrol officers covering the whole
park.



We just finished another busy and exhausting summer in the park. Community members once
again looked to parks as their catch-all venue. Visitors came to Van Cortlandt Park for
celebrations like birthday parties, barbecues, weddings, baby showers as well as recreational
sports like baseball, cricket and cross-country races. While those uses are invited and
encouraged, other uses also dominate the park during these months, including speakers blaring
late into the night and E-bikes, ATVs, and motorcycles flying across our pathways. Mountains of
trash gathered. People set up encampments. Grass needed to be mowed, over and over again.
Graffiti needed to be removed. The list goes on.

Our NYC Parks staff stepped up and took care of it all with pride, but they are stretched too thin
and it simply isn’t fair. They are tired and frustrated, and so are we. NYC Parks staff need more
resources to do the work the public expects and deserves.

NYC Parks does not have the ability to cut their budget and still maintain our parks. They are
already operating on a shoestring budget. New Yorkers deserve clean and safe parks and NYC
Parks needs staff and funding to do so.

Join us and acknowledge that NYC Parks budget cannot be cut like other city agencies.

Sincerely,

Christina Taylor
Deputy Director
Van Cortlandt Park Alliance



Thank you, Chairs Krishan, and Gennaro and to the members of the committee for having this 
important hearing regarding our city’s parks and resiliency plans.  
 
My name is Annie Gugliotta, and I am an intern alumnus for the Natural Areas Conservancy. 
This spring and summer, I had the pleasure of working on the City‐Wide Trails Team along with 
my colleagues from NAC and NYC Parks. During the internship, I helped care for part of our over 
300‐mile trail network. These trails provide access to peaceful, natural spaces and are a very 
important resource for residents of an urban area as dense as NYC. Maintaining these trails 
keeps them safe, accessible, and easily navigable. They offer a source of exercise, mental health 
benefit, and relief from the city’s urban heat island effect‐ among many other uses, at no cost.  
 
As my internship ended, the Parks department announced they had received a large funding 
boost and were creating a plethora of new jobs. These were to be full‐time, permanent 
positions dedicated to formalizing all 300+ miles of our trails. I excitedly applied for a position, 
eager to join the Parks department and continue this important work. I was extremely 
disappointed to hear that these jobs are now frozen indefinitely not very long after they were 
even created.  
 
When I was working daily in the field, I saw the condition of many of these trails. A lot have 
eroded or easily flooded terrain. There are also countless unofficial trails or “desire lines” which 
fragment forested areas and cause habitat degradation and navigational confusion. A lot of 
people may not feel safe going for an urban hike. There is still so much work to be done.  
 
City dwellers can benefit from having well maintained nature trails, as many of them are 
reachable via public transportation. Being able to walk in nature should not be reserved for the 
privileged few who are able to leave the city, but to all New Yorkers. I urge the council to put 
pressure on restoring this funding, as they are an asset to our city. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Annie Gugliotta 



My name is Ciara kosior and I am a member of the public from District 40. 

I’m writing to advocate for at minimum 1% of the city budget for the park system and oppose the 
mayor’s austerity measures cutting the parks’ department budget. I’m writing because of climate 
resilience planning and investment in our parks. I’m writing because of the disproportionate 
effects of environmental injustice. 

We all know with our common sense that parks are good for New Yorkers. For one, parks 
reduce tragically high asthma rates, especially in vulnerable neighborhoods like the South 
Bronx. 

After living through Hurricane Sandy over a decade ago and seeing the flooding the other week, 
it’s clear that we need urgent support and funding for our parks as fortifications against the 
climate crisis, air pollution, water pollution and more. 

Instead of reiterating the words of others who I agree with, I’d like to remind you why we need 
funding for parks as crucial spaces to support human joy, health, and well-being. 

Parks are places we New Yorkers go to for solace when we’re sad, to host baby showers full of 
joy, and to enjoy picnics, birthdays, barbecues, graduation parties, and other celebrations when 
we have no other space at home. Parks are where we get married! Parks are where everyone, 
regardless of income, can spend time. They’re where asylum seekers and our unhoused 
neighbors go to rest. Parks are places for New Yorkers to burn off steam by exercising. Our 
parks have inspired countless paintings of mine and artworks of others, adding value to the city 
through art sales and cultural wealth. Parks are where New Yorkers can finally take a breather. 
Parks are where some babies first learn to walk, where our children learn to play and share and 
interact with others.  

Parks are not superfluous to New York. They are the lifeblood, protective skin, lungs, and heart 
of New York. They’re where New Yorkers sit to read and expand their minds. They’re where 
entrepreneurs and students meet to invent and brainstorm new inventions with fellow innovators 
to advance our city. Parks are not just the spaces between buildings! They’re places where our 
melting pot of cultures and religions come together peacefully to enjoy a nice day. They are 
crucial to our economy, our health, and our resilience in the face of climate change. They’re 
essential to the emotional wellness of sanity of our city. Mayor Adams is taking it for granted 
that they will always be there for us without receiving funding and support in return.  

I’m not asking for 1%, I think it’s reasonable to find the parks department with 3-5% of the city 
budget like other major metropolitan American cities like Chicago.  

Our last council and Mayor Adam’s funded the NYPD 10.8 BILLION dollars for the year. We 
have the funds and ability. If we take one drop of NYPD’s budget and reallocate it, we can have 
a robust parks department to make our city the green city we so desperately and direly need.  



October 9th, 2023 

Dear New York City Council members of the Committee on Parks and Recreation and 
the Committee on Environmental Protection, Resiliency, and Waterfronts, 
 
As members of the climate activist group 350NYC, we strongly oppose budget cuts for 
public parks in New York City.   

Our beloved public parks, trees, and open spaces are essential tools for stormwater 
management.  Flooding of NYC streets and subways, from Superstorm Sandy in 2012 
to last month’s torrential rains underscore the serious water damage to city structures 
as climate change accelerates.  Nature-based stormwater management techniques 
require strong waterfront parks, abundant trees, and permeable open spaces, to 
enhance resiliency. 

Green parks and playgrounds provide a wealth of mental and physical health benefits, 
especially in our dense city environment.  Park maintenance and renovation should be a 
top priority, not a subject of discussion when city budget reductions are considered.   

Those of us with young children and grandchildren rely on our neighborhood parks for 
play and socializing.  Those of us who engage in sports rely on the basketball, 
pickleball, soccer, and many other facilities in our neighborhood parks.  Locals and 
tourists alike depend on waterside views and green park space for walks along paths 
and sitting on benches.  Water fountains and water refill stations in parks reduce 
reliance on single use plastic water bottles.  Trees serve to filter harmful pollutants and 
mitigate the urban heat island effect, which has a disproportionate impact on low 
income neighborhoods and communities of color.   

Climate resilience priorities are clearly stated in the administration’s PlaNYC: Getting 
Sustainability Done.  The excellent vision outlined by the Mayor’s Office of Climate and 
Environmental Justice highlights the creation of 10 acres of new open space, 300 
connected miles of nature trails, nature-based stormwater management systems, and 
30% tree canopy coverage.  We urge you to invest in the NYC Green Infrastructure 
Program, rather than imposing short-sighted reductions for fiscal reasons.  Certainly the 
current financial strain is great as our city accommodates the influx of migrants.  
However, new arrivals need green park space just as much as long-time residents do.  
Maybe more. 
 
We thank Chairs Krishnan and Gennaro, and all Committee members, for holding this 
essential hearing.  Record-breaking summer heat and citywide flooding on September 
29th remind us to value our city parks, especially along the waterfront, as key resources 
for sustainability. 

Sincerely, 

Jacqueline Crawley, Jane Selden, and Eileen Leonard 
350NYC 



My name is Laurie Dalesandro, and I am a volunteer at my local park, Kissena Park in Queens. I 

am a member of the Kissena park as a member of Kissena Synergy.  

 

Thank you to Chairs Krishnan and Gennaro and the members of the Committees on Parks and 

Environmental Protection, Resiliency and Waterfronts for the opportunity to submit this 

testimony. 

 

 I believe our parks, especially the natural areas, play an important role in protecting and 

enhancing our city’s environment and air quality. I work with Kissena Synergy to maintain trails, 

pick up litter and remove invasive plants. It is an amazing feeling to be so close the earth. It 

helps me feel connected to, not only the earth, but to my community. We saw baby owls last 

spring. It was breath taking. 

I would like to quote Emily Walker: 

 “Research consistently shows that access to quality green spaces and parks have a multitude of 

benefits for residents of cities, while also providing crucial habitat for flora and fauna. We also 

know that our parks function as critical green infrastructure, in addition to serving as spaces for 

passive and active recreation, and vital respite for city residents. When it comes to our natural 

areas, the data is clear: ‐ They contain up to a quarter of the existing canopy in NYC, but 

account for nearly 70% of the carbon stored, and 83% of carbon sequestered by trees across 

the city; ‐ They are almost 10 degrees cooler than our streets during extreme heat events; ‐ 

They prevent $4.8 million in hospital bills from pollution‐induced illness annually; ‐ They 

provide $2.2 billion in recreational value, $1.1 billion in public health value; ‐ They soak up as 

much storm water as $580 million worth of new green storm water infrastructure. Our natural 

areas convey all of these benefits to NYC despite decades of disinvestment. It should be noted, 

however, that as we continue to delay the proper funding for management and care of our 

natural forested areas and wetlands, these benefits will diminish, putting more strain on our 

city and its residents. We are deeply alarmed that these benefits are today at risk due to the 

citywide budget cuts that were announced in September. As an agency already operating on a 

relative shoestring, the mandated 5% budget cuts will have a catastrophic impact on the ability 

of NYC Parks to implement much of its work, including crucial care for our natural areas and 

urban forest. On Earth Day, the NAC stood proudly with Mayor Adams as he committed to $2.4 

million in baselined funding to formalize, maintain, and program over 300 miles of nature trails 

in our city parks, which would unlock access to over 10,000 acres of invaluable green space for 

New Yorkers. We are profoundly disappointed that the funding for this initiative, prioritized in 

the 2023 PlaNYC: Getting Sustainability Done report, will no longer be implemented for its 

intended purpose as a result of the 5% budget cut. Trail formalization is not just about 

increasing public access, an urgent need for a city as dense as New York, but also about 

ensuring that our natural areas remain safe for recreation, while decreasing negative impacts, 



such as reducing forest fragmentation and managing invasive species. The stresses on our 

natural forested areas and wetlands are tremendous, and without appropriate public 

investments in their care, we stand to lose these assets entirely. 

We applaud the Council’s efforts to examine the intersection of resiliency and our green spaces, 

but we also believe the urgency of this moment requires us to speak out about further 

constraints on the budget for NYC Parks. Despite decades of chronic disinvestment in the 

agency, our peers at NYC Parks have moved a tremendous amount of innovative work forward 

that has increased the health, resilience, and condition of our parks and green spaces to the 

benefit of all New Yorkers. But they cannot continue this work without consistent and 

meaningful funding, a goal that has eluded the city for decades. Our parks and natural areas 

benefit the lives of every New Yorker, from longtime residents to our most recent arrivals. 

While we understand that moments of crisis demand hard choices from our elected officials, 

we also believe that these choices shouldn’t come at the expense of the shared resources that 

make our city more resilient and livable, and that provide pathways to good, green jobs amid 

the worsening climate crisis. We call on our elected officials from every level of New York City’s 

government to work together to restore the proposed budget cuts, and prevent additional cuts 

to services that make our city stronger.” 

 

I feel strongly that we still have time to improve the quality of our environment. I urge you to 

restore the proposed budget cuts and prevent additional cuts to services which improve the 

quality of my life and every one of our community. 

 

Sincerely, 

Laurie Dalesandro 

#### 162 Street 

Fresh Meadows, NY 113365 
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As a young professional passionate about parks and resiliency 
through natural areas restoration, my time working with Natural 
Areas Conservancy and NYC parks, I faced a hurdle due to budget 
cuts impacting job availability in my desired field. Despite this, I 
proactively sought internships and volunteer opportunities to gain 
experience and network within the industry. I engaged in courses 
to enhance my skills and knowledge, while also connecting with 
mentors who provided guidance and advice.  I remained 
persistent, believing in the value of my passion and dedication, 
eventually securing a fulfilling role that aligned with my 
aspirations in parks and natural areas restoration. 
The impact of Trails funding being cut has been profoundly felt by 
aspiring young professionals like myself who are eager to work in 
natural areas management. This reduction has created a notable 
setback, stripping away a vital pipeline to full-time employment 
opportunities. The Trails funding not only supported the 
conservation and management of natural areas but also provided 
a crucial platform for young talent to gain hands-on experience, 
mentorship, and skill development. 
 



Dear Chairs Krishnan and Gennaro, and Committee Members, 

Thank you for holding this timely hearing on financial support for NYC’s parks.  I am a member of two 

environmental organizations in the city, WeAct and 350.org, both of which are strong advocates for just 

climate solutions and resilience.  I strongly support Play Fair for Parks’ goal of increasing the City’s parks 

budget to 1%. 

There are few more important and cost‐effective ways for the city to maintain livability; meet its 

emissions targets; combat air pollution and heat island effects (which disproportionately affect 

marginalized New Yorkers, including the poor and people of color); and ameliorate flooding than by 

maintaining and increasing its green spaces and parks. 

The 15% cut ordered by Mayor Adams runs contrary to his own administrations PlaNYC: Getting 

Sustainability Done agenda, which includes nature based stormwater solutions, creating 10 acres of new 

open space, and achieving 30% tree canopy coverage.  

NYC’s 7,300 acres of forested natural areas and parks: 

 Absorb the CO2 produced annually by 4,500 cars. 

 Soak up as much stormwater as $580 million worth of infrastructure 

 Are 4‐6 degrees cooler than the average temperatures of other surface types during extreme 

heat events 

If this summer and the storm on September 29 have shown us anything, they have shown us how 

seriously we need to take preparing for climate change.  Heat waves and storms are growing more 

frequent and more intense, and the climate science is clear that they will only continue to do so.  We 

simply cannot afford anything that jeopardizes the City’s green spaces.  We cannot afford NOT to spend 

adequately on the trees and open spaces that cool our city, absorb rain water, clean the air, and absorb 

carbon from the atmosphere. 

 

Thank you for reading my testimony, and for your leadership. 

Sincerely, 

V. Page Fortna 
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