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A LOCAL LAW 
 

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reporting on medical 

care and outcomes for incarcerated pregnant persons in the custody of the department 

of correction 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended 

by adding a new section 9-163 to read as follows: 

§ 9-163 Medical care and outcomes for incarcerated pregnant persons. a. Definitions. For 

purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 

Department. The term “department” means the New York city department of correction. 

Maternal mortality. The term “maternal mortality” means the death of a person that occurs 

during pregnancy, or within one year from the end of pregnancy, regardless of the duration of 

such pregnancy. 

Pregnancy-associated death. The term “pregnancy-associated death” means the death of a 

person from any cause during pregnancy or within one year from the end of pregnancy. 

Pregnancy-related death. The term “pregnancy-related death” means the death of a person 

(i) during pregnancy or within one year from the end of pregnancy that (ii) is due to a pregnancy 
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complication, a chain of events initiated by pregnancy or the aggravation of an unrelated condition 

by the physiologic effects of pregnancy.  

Relevant agencies. The term “relevant agencies” includes the department of health and mental 

hygiene, New York city health and hospitals corporation, any successor of an agency specified in 

this definition and any other agency that the service deems relevant. 

Service. The term “service” means correctional health services, as defined in section 9-108. 

b. Report. By no later than 90 days after the effective date of the local law that added this 

section, and every fifteenth day of February thereafter, correctional health services, in 

consultation with the relevant agencies, shall submit a report to the mayor and the speaker of the 

council and post such report on its website based on data from the prior calendar year. Such report 

shall include, but need not be limited to: 

1. The number of pregnant persons in the custody of the department;  

2. The number of incarcerated pregnant persons whose pregnancy resulted in a live birth while 

in the custody of the department; 

3. The number of incarcerated pregnant persons whose pregnancy resulted in a miscarriage 

while in the custody of the department; 

4.  The number of incarcerated pregnant persons whose pregnancy resulted in a still birth 

while in the custody of the department; 

5. The number of maternal mortalities known to the service while in the custody of the 

department; 

6. The number of maternal mortalities while in the custody of the department considered to be 

a pregnancy-associated death, if information necessary to make such determination is available 

to the service; 
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7.  The number of maternal mortalities while in the custody of the department considered to 

be a pregnancy-related death, if information necessary to make such determination is available to 

the service; 

8. The number of persons in the custody of the department receiving prenatal care; and 

9. The number of persons in the custody of the department receiving postnatal care.   

c. Confidentiality. The service shall report information required by subdivision b of this section 

in a manner that does not jeopardize the confidentiality of an incarcerated pregnant person.  

§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately. 
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