


















   

 

  1 

 

Submitted Testimony of Con Edison to the  
City Council Committee on the Transportation and Infrastructure    

Oversight Hearing on Electric Vehicles  
June 23, 2023  

 
Con Edison’s “Clean Energy Commitment,” outlines our dedication to, and leadership in, the transition 
to a clean energy future. This commitment includes investing in, building, and operating reliable, 
resilient, and innovative energy infrastructure, advancing electrification of heating and transportation, 
￼ and providing our customers with 100% clean energy by 2040.  
 
A key aspect to meeting our collective clean energy goals is Con Edison’s commitment to empowering 

our customers to meet their own climate goals, including widespread adoption of electric vehicles (EVs). 

Con Edison is all-in on electric vehicles and is collaborating with customers to support installing over one 

million chargers in our service territory by 2050. This includes support of our commercial customers and 

government partners - particularly in environmental justice communities - to electrify their car, bus, and 

truck fleets to meet electrification targets and improve air quality for all our customers. Additionally, as 

members of the Zero Emission Transportation Association (ZETA) coalition, Con Edison supports policy 

changes to require that 100% of vehicles sold by 2030 are electric. Finally, Con Edison is making grid and 

customer investments that support the buildout of a widespread charging network and has several 

incentive programs currently available to support the installation of vital infrastructure and encourage 

customers to charge when it is most beneficial for the grid.  

In this testimony, Con Edison will discuss our current work related to incentive programs, partnerships, 

and grid readiness, helping us meet our stated electric vehicle goals.  

Con Edison Incentive Programs 

PowerReady-- This program provides incentives to connect thousands of new public and private 

charging stations to the electric grid. PowerReady offsets the electric infrastructure costs associated 

with bringing power to chargers for light-duty EVs, including cars and small vans. To date, nearly 4,000 

Level 2 chargers and over 175 direct current fast chargers (DCFC) have been installed in Con Edison’s 

service territory, ￼ with the goal of installing 18,539 Level 2 chargers and 457 DCFCs by 2025. The New 

York Public Service Commission (PSC) is conducting a mid-point review of all EV charging make-ready 

programs in the State, including PowerReady, and there is potential for significant expansion of the 

program budget and goals. ￼ The country’s largest public universal fast-charging station was launched 

under the PowerReady program in Bedford Stuyvesant in 2021 at the Revel 25 DCFC station. 

Medium-and Heavy-Duty Vehicles- We have a pilot program for medium- and heavy-duty (MHD) vehicle 

charging infrastructure, and a full-scale program is being considered in the recently launched New York 

State proceeding to address barriers to MHD charging infrastructure (MHD Proceeding).￼  The PSC is 

considering additional charging programs for MHD vehicles as well as development of a proactive 

planning process so that infrastructure is available timely to meet the needs of electrifying MHD 

vehicles.   
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SmartCharge--Con Edison offers the SmartCharge New York managed charging program that provides 

incentives for personal drivers to charge outside of grid peak periods. This program can mitigate the 

impact of EV charging on the grid and help manage grid infrastructure costs for all customers. Later this 

year Con Edison is launching a commercial managed charging program that includes eligibility for all 

commercial charging stations such as for fleets, public stations, and multi-unit dwellings. Along with that 

program, Con Edison will be providing incentives for load management technologies, such as batteries 

and load management software, to help customers manage their electric charging. 

Partnerships 

While we are pleased our incentive programs are helping to build and expand the EV charging network 

in New York City, we cannot do it alone. We rely on our partnerships, most notably with the NYC 

Department of Transportation (DOT) to bring the first EV chargers to NYC curbs across all five boroughs. 

Con Edison holds regular meetings with the DOT to ensure our work is completed in tandem. 

Con Edison also partners with the environmental justice community citywide. We want to ensure all 

communities have access to electric vehicle charging networks.  

Any successful partnership requires commitment from both sides. To that end, we are ensuring 

electrification of Con Edison’s own light-duty fleet is underway, with 100% of new light-duty vehicles 

purchased comprised of EVs. Con Edison has committed to achieving 80% by 2030 and 100% by 2035 of 

its light duty fleet to be EVs. The Company has also invested in the development, and currently has 

operating, one of the country’s first all-electric utility bucket trucks and continues to pursue 

opportunities to reduce fossil fuel use in its MHD fleet.  

Grid Readiness  

Con Edison is working to evolve its robust planning processes to prepare for the ramp up in clean 

transportation energy demands. The increased energy demands are expected to drive significant grid 

impacts and ambitious emissions regulations will further accelerate an already rapidly growing EV 

market. The timeline to install EV chargers is short compared to that of other new customer-required 

infrastructure, such as a new building, while the buildout of utility-side grid infrastructure to meet the 

significant increase in demand from EV chargers requires longer timelines, sometimes of five to seven 

years. Through New York’s MHD Proceeding, Con Edison proposed a proactive grid planning process to 

meet near-term needs and build out the grid in advance to support long-term growth in the deployment 

of EVs.  

Support for Intro 983  

Given that it takes time and resources to build out EV charging stations, we are pleased to support Intro 

983—legislation that mandates that each city-controlled parking lot allocate a number of parking spaces 

equal to or greater than 50 percent of the parking spaces covered by solar canopies to be equipped with 

electrical raceways capable of supporting electric vehicle charging stations and shall be installed in each 

city-controlled parking lot where a solar canopy is installed. This legislation, once enacted, will help with 

our collective efforts to provide more EV charging stations across the city.  
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In conclusion, Con Edison is pleased to collaborate with many partners to ensure we provide a greener 

and cleaner future for generations to come in New York City.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 



Testimony to the  
NYC Council Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure 

June 23, 2023 
 
Thank you, Chair Brooks‐Powers and members of the Committee on Transportation, for 
convening this important oversight hearing on electric vehicle infrastructure.  
 
UPS is a global logistics firm. Every day, our 534,000 employees deliver approximately 25.2 
million packages in over 220 countries and territories. In the New York City region alone, UPS is 
responsible for over 600,000 packages daily. Our mission is to deliver packages on time, but 
how we deliver is also important at UPS. We have set a goal to achieve 100% carbon neutrality 
by 2050 and are proud to be the industry leader on alternative fuel and advanced technology 
vehicles. 
 
Globally, UPS’ fleet includes over 13,000 alternative fuel vehicles, including more than 1,000 
electric and plug‐in hybrid vehicles with additional commitments to purchase well over 10,000 
more. . However, the marketplace for zero‐emission Class 6 and near zero‐emission Class 6‐8 
vehicles is still incredibly limited. Due to their limited availability, EV’s are often deployed in 
suburban and rural areas of the country, where vehicles typically have higher mileage per day 
than in densely populated cities, and in states with strong incentives to transition commercial 
fleets to zero‐ and low‐emission vehicles. For example, California offers grants of up to $80,000 
for zero‐emission Class 6 vehicles and upwards of $200,000 for Class 8 tractors, making it more 
cost effective for companies to purchase zero and near‐zero emission trucks than traditional 
diesel‐powered vehicles.  
 
These factors put New York City at a significant competitive disadvantage when it comes to 
transitioning electric and alternative fuel commercial fleets. To compete for the limited 
commercial vehicle market, New York could implement a few recommendations, including: 
 

 Following London’s congestion pricing model: When London implemented congestion 
pricing in 2003, it included incentives for low‐ and zero‐emission vehicles. As clean fuel 
technology became more readily available, incentives for low‐emission vehicles were 
phased out. Incentives for full battery electric or hydrogen fuel cell vehicles will sunset 
in 2025. New York City should follow this example of incentivizing medium duty zero‐
emission vehicles in order to improve air quality within the Central Business District. It 
should be noted, the incentives for low and zero emissions vehicles had a significant and 
direct impact in the positive environmental gains often reported from their congestion 
pricing model.  
 

 Implement “Green Loading Zones”: In dense areas of New York City, UPS package cars 
may only service one or two blocks. This means that many trucks spend more time 
parked at the curb than driving New York City streets, making it difficult to recoup a 
return on investment for electric vehicles. UPS has proposed that the Department of 
Transportation implement “Green Loading Zones,” which would provide dedicated curb 



space for electric or alternative fuel delivery vehicles. With current City and State 
budgetary concerns, this creative solution to tap into the value of the curbside, would 
serve as an additional measure by which to create a demand for EV investment in the 
area.  
 

By working collaboratively with New York State and partners in the trucking and logistics 
industry, New York City has an opportunity to become a leader on transitioning to electric and 
alternative fuel vehicles. UPS looks forward to continuing to work with the Council and NYC 
DOT to implement strategies to put New York on a path towards sustainable deliveries.   
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Good afternoon, Chair Brooks-Powers and members of the Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee. My name is Zach Miller, I am the Director of Metro Region Operations for the 
Trucking Association of New York. Since 1932, TANY has advocated on behalf of the trucking 
industry at all levels of government, providing compliance assistance, safety programs, and 
educational opportunities to our members, and in the process, creating jobs, supporting the 
economy, driving safety and delivering a sustainable future.  
 
Thank you for convening this critical oversight hearing on infrastructure for electric vehicles. 
New York State has some of the most ambitious climate and emissions reduction goals in the 
country including the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA) and the 
adoption of California’s Advanced Clean Truck (ACT) regulation. At the same time, the efficient 
movement of freight is essential to the economic vitality of New York City. Currently nearly 
90% of goods transported in the city every day are on trucks. Nearly 200 million tons of freight 
are moved into or out of New York City each year. By 2045 it is anticipated that freight tonnage 
will increase by 68%. As we strive to meet our goals, the transition to zero and near zero 
emission vehicles is paramount and in dense urban areas, battery electric vehicles (BEV) will 
play a key role. 
 
I testify today regarding the infrastructure that will be needed to increase battery electric 
medium-and-heavy duty vehicles (MHD) in NYC. There must be robust investments and smart 
planning in this infrastructure for this transition to proceed without causing a significant 
economic impact. According to a recent report1 by the American Transportation Research 
Institute (ATRI) two of the main challenges related to MHD charging are U.S. electricity supply 
and demand and truck charging requirements. 
 
As it relates to the first challenge, utilities will have to expand infrastructure to generate more 
electricity and transmit and distribute that electricity to locations where trucks need to charge. 
According to the ATRI study, a fully electrified MHD fleet would consume nearly 9% of current 
electricity generation. Combined with a fully electrified passenger vehicle fleet, nearly 35% of 
today’s electricity in New York would be consumed just for vehicle charging. The legislature in 
Albany has begun to seriously look at what is needed. They took a good first step this session  by 

implementing a statewide study of highway, depot, freight, and public charging requirements. 
Next year they must add to it by paring this study with tangible infrastructure solutions, and I 
encourage this council to demand that they do so. Keep in mind that we are looking at an 8–10-
year construction timeline to hit the necessary grid interconnection and upgrades. While that 
project timeline illustrates some of the timelines set by the state to be unrealistic, continued delay 
in this needed investment makes them unattainable. 
 

 
1 Jeffrey Short, Alexandra Shirk and Alexa Pupillo, Charging Infrastructure Challenges for the U.S. Electric Vehicle 
Fleet, ATRI (December 2022) https://truckingresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/ATRI-Charging-
Infrastructure-Challenges-for-the-U.S.-Electric-Vehicle-Fleet-12-2022.pdf. 
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To understand the challenges related to truck charging requirements it is also important to 
understand the work hour limitations of professional truck drivers. All commercial truck drivers 
must follow the federal hours-of-service (HOS) regulations which require drivers to take 10 
hours of off-duty time following 14 hours of on-duty time (which includes 11 hours of driving) 
before they can drive again. To be effective, it is imperative that battery charging takes place 
during these mandatory rest periods. 
 
However, there is a serious lack of available truck parking for drivers to take their mandated rest 
periods. Across the U.S. there is currently only one commercial truck parking spot for every 
eleven trucks. In New York this issue is particularly acute in New York City. If there are not 
enough places for trucks to park, that means there are not enough places for trucks to charge. 
Both this council and the Adams administration deserve credit for taking the lack of overnight 
truck parking seriously. Int-906, which would designate off-street truck parking in each borough 
is the first step to establishing depots where drivers can get their mandate rest and safely charge 
their vehicles. It will also create a safe space for drivers to stage overnight deliveries or to 
establish microhubs to breakdown freight and load it onto smaller vehicles such as cargo bikes, 
hand carts, or smaller electric vans. I implore the council to view Int-906 as a climate bill as well 
as a safety bill. 
 
There is also an opportunity to change signage and regulations to allow for overnight truck 
parking in industrial business zones (IBZ). Charging hubs for MHD must be identified 
throughout the state, which we have already done with our 21 IBZs located on truck routes 
where the truck traffic is highest. This is the type of on-street charging solution that will work for 
fleets and the sooner overnight truck parking is solved, the sooner BEV adoption will scale. To 
that end, it is important to note that for the most part commercial vehicles will not be able to 
access curb-side charging as the deliveries must be made as quickly as possible and the driver or 
helper does not have the available time to ensure the truck is charging at the curb. I’d like to 
relay a conversation I had recently with a small business near JFK. They have a fleet of 5 trucks, 
all of which are currently diesel. They would like to replace them with EVs. Unfortunately, the 
cost is prohibitive. As an example, EV cars cost on average 10-15% more than ICE cars.  
Compared this to EV Trucks which cost upwards of 35% more (in addition to the cost of 
charging infrastructure) and this is after you apply all incentives. They believe that one of the 
most important subjects is increasing the number of incentives which will make economic sense 
for all small business owners. We believe that IBZ park and charging infrastructure is a good 
first step to address the charging costs and allocating funding from the Citizen’s Air Complaint 
Program into DOT’s Clean Trucks program will help our small businesses in their transition.  
 
Another question that needs to be answered is how many chargers will be needed? Today’s fleet 
of diesel trucks can refuel while the driver remains on duty. On average, it takes a driver only 10- 
15 minutes to refuel their truck. Due to the short time needed, the ratio of fuel pumps to trucks is 
relatively low. However, electric charging takes much longer and will need to occur more 
frequently due to shorter driving ranges. A long-haul truck that holds 300 gallons of diesel fuel 
could drive more than 1,800 miles across three days between brief refueling events, hours-of 
service (HOS) conditions aside. However, a truck with a very large 1,500 kWh battery would 
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have to spend at least four to five consecutive hours recharging each day to do a similar task over 
3-4 days with ideal conditions. As a result, the number of charging stations required will be far 
more than the current diesel fuel stations. In California, the California Energy Commission 
identified a need for 157,000 direct-current fast chargers (DCFC) to support 180,000 MHD 
battery-electric (BEV) trucks, a nearly one-to-one ratio of chargers to trucks. 
 
Lastly it is important to mention the diversity of the industry. There are a wide range in types of 
goods which are transported that require various types of vehicles. Most commercial vehicles 
cannot utilize curbside parking but plumbers, electricians, and other service companies who tend 
to stay at the curb for longer periods may indeed be able to charge their van or pickup curbside. 
Meanwhile, over-the-road, long-haul trucks are likely to be among the last to transition to BEV 
due to a host of challenges including the lack of range, availability, cost, increased weight of the 
vehicle and no national charging infrastructure, so the initial charging depots need to 
accommodate more local deliveries. Not infrastructure related exactly but I do want to quickly 
mention that addressing the impact of cold temperatures on battery performance, addressing the 
maintenance of the vehicles and ultimately the resale of those vehicles will all be critical points 
in commercial EV adoption.  
 
We have only begun to scratch the surface here today but as always, the Trucking Association of 
New York looks forward to ongoing collaboration and dialogue with the City Council, the 
Department of Transportation, and the City of New York. Thank you for your time. 
 









Testimony of Alia Soomro, Deputy Director for New York City Policy
New York League of Conservation Voters

City Council Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
Oversight - Electric Vehicle Infrastructure
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Good afternoon, my name is Alia Soomro and I am the Deputy Director for New York City Policy
at the New York League of Conservation Voters (NYLCV). NYLCV is a statewide environmental
advocacy organization representing over 30,000 members in New York City. Thank you, Chair
Brooks-Powers and members of the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure for the
opportunity to comment.

One of NYLCV’s top policy goals is moving New Yorkers away from fossil fuel-powered vehicles
to fight climate change and improve the city’s air quality. Fossil fuel-powered vehicles are a
major source of air pollution, causing respiratory and public health issues, most often
concentrated in low-income and communities of color due to environmental racism in the siting
of toxic waste facilities and our country’s historic highway construction. These communities are
also often underserved by alternative transportation options and infrastructure designed to
protect pedestrians and families from cars. In order to equitably improve our transportation
system, cut down on air pollution, and fight climate change, the Council and the City must
prioritize the following initiatives and City Council bills.

Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure
NYLCV supports the passage of Intro 150-2022, sponsored by Council Member Brannan, which
would increase the number of electric vehicle (EV) charging stations in open parking lots and
parking garages. This bill, included in our 2021 and 2022 City Council Environmental
Scorecards, would require that 40% of all parking spaces in existing garages and open lots be
capable of supporting electric vehicle charging stations (EVCS) by 2030.

Expanding EV charging infrastructure is vital as the City strives to meet the State’s emissions
reduction goals set out in the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act. Intro 150 will
make EV charging infrastructure more accessible throughout the City, especially since the
majority of the City’s publicly-accessible charging stations are located in Manhattan. According
to the City’s 2021 Electrifying New York report, by the end of the decade, the City will need to
switch nearly 400,000 fossil fuel vehicles to EVs, up from 15,000 today. To serve these EVs, the
City will need over 40,000 publicly-accessible level 2 (L2) charger plugs and 6,000 fast charger
plugs (there are currently over 1,400 publicly-accessible L2 plugs and 117 publicly-accessible
fast charging plugs).
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As our power grid switches to renewable energy such as solar, wind, and hydropower, EVs will
become an even cleaner way to get around as they have a much smaller carbon footprint on
average than conventional cars. We urge the City to continue coordinating with utility companies
to ensure our charging infrastructure is ready for increased demand.

City of Yes for Carbon Neutrality
This year, New York City has an opportunity to modernize the City’s zoning regulations to
support the City and State’s climate goals by approving the NYC Department of City Planning’s
proposed City of Yes Carbon Neutrality zoning text amendment. This proposed zoning change
will update the City’s Zoning Resolution to ensure New York City and State’s climate goals are
met by removing zoning restrictions that limit the placement of EV charging infrastructure,
installation of solar photovoltaic (PV) systems and energy storage systems, energy efficient
building facade retrofits, and more.

City of Yes would support electric vehicles by allowing charging stations in all commercial areas,
clarify regulations and facilitate safe bicycle and e-mobility public parking, and unlock solar
power opportunities in thousands of acres of parking lots across the City. NYLCV strongly
supports this zoning proposal and we urge the City Council to approve it when it comes up for a
vote this fall.

Micromobility
We are encouraged by the City’s successful rollout of bike share programs over the past several
years. Bike share programs, such as Citi Bike, allows more people to not only have access to
alternative forms of transportation, but gives them an easy way to commute or travel long
distances on them. We hope the City continues to expand this program to more areas of the
city. Additionally, as the City continues its expansion of bike, e-bike and e-scooter shares, we
must also build out safe corridors to use them on, especially in transportation deserts where
many low income and communities of color are located. These underserved communities need
safe and reliable transportation options, and should not be forced to endure the constant
pollution and traffic accidents that occur in their neighborhoods.

That’s why NYLCV strongly supports Intro 417-2022, sponsored by Council Member Restler.
Intro 417, included in our 2022 City Council Environmental Scorecard, would consolidate the
Community Board and Council Member notice requirement for bike lanes with the requirement
for major transportation projects. Currently, the process for approving major transportation
projects and any change to a bike lane is unnecessarily long and arduous, requiring
unnecessary waiting periods and multiple confusing timelines. This bill would streamline this
process by creating a single, uniform notice process for DOT street projects. Safe and
widespread access to micro-mobility options such as biking are crucial to reduce air pollution,
meet our State’s carbon emission goals, and for the City to implement the NYC Streets Plan.

Relatedly, as micromobility devices have increased in commercial usage, and given the recent
increases in lithium-ion battery fires and injuries around the City, NYLCV stresses the
importance of e-bike safety outreach, education, and increased charging stations throughout the
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City, especially in areas where delivery workers congregate. As advocates of micromobility and
other sustainable forms of transit, NYLCV appreciates the City Council’s and Mayoral
Administration’s role in finding comprehensive solutions to this safety issue. This includes
increasing the amount of outdoor and affordable e-bike battery charging stations and e-bike
storage around the City so riders, especially delivery workers, don’t have to risk carrying
multiple batteries with them and don’t have to bring e-bikes inside businesses and residences.
NYLCV is encouraged by the Street Deliveristas Hubs that use existing infrastructure, such as
vacant newsstands, to provide delivery workers charging stations, shelter, rest areas, and bike
repair servicing. The City needs more hubs like this that not only help workers but revitalize
public spaces. We also urge the City to increase the number of safe battery disposal locations
and explore longer-term solutions to ensure batteries are responsibly disposed of or recycled.

NYC Streets Plan
Lastly, NYLCV strongly supports the full implementation and funding of DOT’s NYC Streets
Plan, an extensive five-year plan beginning last year that would expand and improve public
transportation options and transition NYC’s streets away from being entirely car-dominated,
focusing on equity and safety. This will all be accomplished specifically by requiring the City to
install 250 miles of protected bike lanes and 150 miles of dedicated bus lanes, 500 bus stop
upgrades, 1,000 intersection signal improvements, 400 intersection redesigns, 500 accessible
pedestrian signs, in addition to improving pedestrian spaces, commercial loading zones, and
parking spaces, within five years. As the City’s FY24 budget is finalized, we need to ensure the
City prioritizes and funds the Streets Plan for staffing and other needs.

While we recognize that EVs are not the sole solution to fighting climate change, it is one tool in
our mitigation toolbox. Prioritizing more EV charging infrastructure in existing parking lots and
garages, along with policies that invest in our public transportation system, make our streets
safer and more pedestrian-friendly, and encourage alternative modes of transportation are key
to making our City more equitable. At the state level, we are supporting legislation to create a
purchase rebate for e-bikes and e-scooters, legislation to add e-bike batteries to the State’s
rechargeable battery recycling law, and legislation to create a Clean Fuel Standard, which would
lower the costs of building out the EV charging network. All of these pathways forward will
improve our City by helping to reduce emissions, increase affordability, and improve safety. We
hope the Council will work to fight for these crucial initiatives and plans so we can have a truly
traversable and equitable City.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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Testimony of Ibrahim Ramoul 
New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

To New York City Council’s Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure on June 23, 2023 
Regarding the EV Charging Infrastructure Oversight Hearing and in 

Support of Resolution No. 638 
 

Good afternoon Chair Brooks-Powers and members of the Council. My name is Ibrahim Ramoul and I’m a 

legal intern in the Environmental Justice program at New York Lawyers for the Public Interest (NYLPI). We 

appreciate the Council convening an oversight hearing regarding the status, development, and implementation 

of EV charging infrastructure in New York City. To ensure that EV charging infrastructure is designed and 

deployed in a way that truly benefits all New Yorkers, the City must prioritize development in disadvantaged 

communities; work with State partners to enact a surcharge that will fund the equitable expansion of fully 

accessible and fully electric for-hire vehicles; and pursue electrification across all vehicle categories in the 

municipal fleet, and across all privately-owned vehicles that serve municipal interests, like sanitation. 

 

The toxic smoke engulfing New York City this month once again underscores that the climate crisis is 

negatively impacting our health, our communities, and our economy right now, and that a rapid transition to a 

zero-emissions transportation and infrastructure must be a primary and urgent focus of our government.   

 

Part of NYLPI’s mission is to ensure that transportation systems are both environmentally sustainable and fully 

accessible to all New Yorkers regardless of disability. We therefore strongly support the passage of Resolution 

No. 638, which calls on the State to create a surcharge that will fund the expansion of wheelchair accessible and 

all-electric for-hire vehicles (FHVs). NYC has around 100,000 FHVs operating within our five boroughs, but 

only a small percentage of them are considered accessible. Further, TLC’s 2022 Electrification Roadmap, 

“Charged Up”, does not prioritize the development and deployment of these kinds of vehicles. The City, then, 

should seize the opportunity to both further its climate goals as well as bring fully electric and fully accessible 

FHVs to the US market. As New York looks to electrify its FHV fleet, addressing the disparity in service to 

riders with disabilities should be a priority. 

 

We are encouraged by DOT’s stated commitment to deploy EV infrastructure that is tailored to best serve the 

drivers and the places they live in, prioritizes the most disadvantaged communities, and ensures safe, fast and 

reliable charging. As we know, drivers rely on their vehicles not only for transportation—like most New 

Yorkers—but also for their livelihood. Providing fast charging stations with limited wait times is critical to 

mitigate any decreases in income that will come from having to divert time towards charging rather than 

offering rides. We note further that partner organizations have expressed grave concerns over the safety of 

charging infrastructure, citing alarming accounts of fires that have left drivers with no car, and consequently, no 

income. We urge the City to take all appropriate measures to both uplift and protect drivers and their 

communities when it comes to EV infrastructure. Furthermore, we emphasize the need for mandates on labor 

and procurement, as part of these efforts, that guarantee good, green, union jobs. 

 



Additionally, we strongly support the passage of Intro 279, a bill currently before the Committee on 

Environmental Protection that would mandate the electrification of the full municipal fleet, including heavy-

duty vehicles. These vehicles, refuse trucks being a prime example, have high emissions, drive tens of millions 

of miles annually on our streets and are heavily concentrated in environmental justice communities. While we 

are encouraged by DCAS’ stated commitment to fleet electrification across all vehicle categories, we call on the 

city to ensure that all heavy-duty vehicle fleets, public and private, undergo an electric transition, and do so in a 

way that is safe and dependable, that best protects EJ communities, and that maintains reliable service for all 

New Yorkers. We note, here, that the Commercial Waste Zones Law of 2019 provides an opportunity to require 

and/or incentivize private sanitation companies to transition to a fully electric fleet alongside DSNY.  

 

Finally, Local Law 120 of 2021 mandates that all diesel and gasoline powered school buses be replaced by 

electric school buses by 2035. While DOE is not in attendance today, we nevertheless urge the Council to 

prioritize this transition moving forward, especially given the disproportionate impacts of diesel and gas 

emissions on children, bus operators and workers, and environmental justice communities. We urge the 

Council, moreover, to ensure that PEG and other cuts being proposed by the Mayor’s Office do not compromise 

the electric school bus initiative, nor the timely implementation of equitable EV charging infrastructure across 

New York City.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. We look forward to partnering with the City Council and relevant 

agencies to create a far more sustainable, accessible, and equitable transportation sector for all New Yorkers. 

 

 
Ibrahim Ramoul 
New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 
151 West 30th Street, 11th floor 
New York, NY  10001 
iramoul@nylpi.org 
(212) 244-4664 
  
For more than 45 years, NYLPI has fought to protect civil rights and achieve lived equality for communities in need. NYLPI 
combines the power of law, organizing, and the private bar to make lasting change where it’s needed most.  Our 
Environmental Justice program fights environmental racism, works to eliminate the unfair burden of environmental hazards borne 
by low-income communities and communities of color, and seeks to create a more equitable and sustainable city.  Our Disability 
Justice Program works to achieve equality of opportunity, self-determination, and independence for people with disabilities, including 
equal access to transportation.   
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June 24, 2023 

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 

New York, NY 10007 

Re: T2023-3560 Oversight - Electric Vehicle Infrastructure 

 

Greetings Members of the Committee and staff, 

I’m Anthony Willingham, State Government Affairs Manager at Electrify America, and I 

appreciate the opportunity to testify in support of expanding fast charging infrastructure in 

New York City. Briefly about Electrify America, we are the largest open Direct Current Fast 

Charger (“DCFC”) network in the U.S. and are investing $2 billion over 10 years in Zero Emission 

Vehicle infrastructure. Last month, we celebrated the 5th anniversary of opening our very first 

station, located in Massachusetts. And, since then, our network has grown to include over 

3,500 chargers across over 800 stations in 46 states and the District of Columbia. In New York 

City, Electrify America has 16 chargers across 3 stations.  

 

Direct Current Fast Chargers—especially those offering charging speeds above 150 kWs and up 

to 350 kWs—are essential to achieving widespread EV adoption and transportation 

electrification. They provide to the EV driver a recharging experience that comes the closest to 

replicating a trip to the gas station. DCFCs can recharge a vehicle in minutes versus the, 

perhaps, more familiar Level 2 charger which requires multiple hours to provide a meaningful 

charge. This distinction is important because access to public fast chargers is critical to the 

viability of EV adoption for significant populations. To make the switch to electric vehicles, 

apartment dwellers, residents who rely on street parking, and drivers without the ability to 

charge at home will need reliable access to public fast chargers. Fast chargers are also critical 
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for the taxi and rideshare industries because their drivers cannot afford, literally, to be out-of-

service for hours to charge.  

 

EV adoption in New York is slated to grow tremendously. This is not only fueled by drivers 

opting for an EV but also the Taxi and Limousine Commission, rideshare companies, and 

automakers who each have made some commitment to electrification within the next decade. 

The City’s goal is to have 800,000 EVs registered by 2035, which is four times the number 

today.1 Slower, Level 2 chargers will not be adequate to satisfy this demand for charging 

because they are only effective in specific use cases that entail prolonged vehicle dwell times. 

Fast charging infrastructure is necessary for those who need to charge quickly for the same 

reasons a driver would like to refuel quickly at a gas station. 

 

Electrify America’s 16 chargers across 3 stations in New York City may seem like a small 

number, and that is because dense, urban areas can pose a challenge to fast charging providers 

mainly because adequate real estate is hard to identify. The greater charging speeds offered by 

fast chargers induce different planning and spatial considerations in contrast to the slower 

Level 2 chargers. New York City is no exception. Electrify America’s ask is for the city to leverage 

its vast real estate portfolio to provide the much needed sites to host fast charging stations. 

 

Electrify America appreciates the opportunity to submit these comments. We would be happy 

to discuss this matter further and answer any questions the Committee may have. 

 

                                                       

 
1 https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/electrifying-new-york-report.pdf  

https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/electrifying-new-york-report.pdf
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/ Anthony Willingham 

Anthony Willingham 

Government Affairs & Public Policy Lead—State 

Electrify America 

2003 Edmund Halley Drive 

Reston, VA 20191 

anthony.willingham@electrifyamerica.com 
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 New York City Council 
 Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
 New York City Hall 
 City Hall Park 
 New York, NY 10007 

 June 23, 2023 

 Re: Oversight: Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Hearing 

 Thank you Chair Brooks-Powers, and members of the Committee, for holding this hearing on 
 electric vehicle (EV) charging in New York City. My name is Nathan King, and I’m the 
 co-founder and CEO of itselectric, a curbside EV charging startup. We are headquartered at 
 the Newlab offices in the Brooklyn Navy Yard, in District 33 (Council Member Restler’s district). 

 itselectric  launched in 2021 to solve a pressing challenge: New York City  wants to convert our 
 gas cars to electric vehicles as quickly as possible – and in an equitable manner – but no 
 scalable charging solutions existed for the one million drivers in NYC who don’t have access 
 to a private driveway or garage, If we want all New Yorkers to have access to electric mobility, 
 we must provide them with convenient and affordable public charging options where they 
 already park: the curb. 

 itselectric  is addressing this challenge by harnessing spare electrical capacity from nearby 
 buildings to deploy low-footprint curbside Level-2 EV chargers. We create a behind-the-meter 
 connection to property owners’ electrical panels to tap this excess capacity, thereby avoiding 
 the barrier of grid limitations and the costly and time-consuming process of creating a new 
 utility interconnection. In return for hosting an  itselectric  charger, property owners receive 
 20% of the charger’s topline revenue, creating a new income stream for them while making it 
 easier for everyone in their community to charge an EV. 

 We specifically designed our charging hardware to complement the urban landscape. While 
 most other U.S. EV charging equipment is designed for installation in garages, parking lots, or 
 highway rest stops, without a focus on aesthetics,  itselectric  chargers are sleek and 
 unobtrusive, with a small footprint. Not only does this make our chargers easier and cheaper 
 to install, it also ensures that the majority of the sidewalk is clear of obstruction – a priority for 
 all New Yorkers, especially those with mobility limitations. 

 Brooklyn Navy Yard, Building 128 19 Morris Ave Brooklyn, NY 11205 



 Furthermore,  itselectric  chargers are the only ones in North America to feature 
 bring-your-own charging cords. Detachable cords not only streamline the charger’s profile, 
 they reduce the maintenance required from damaged cords or cord management 
 components, which are the most commonly broken element of a public charger. We also 
 maintain our chargers end-to-end throughout their entire lifecycle in order to exceed the 97% 
 uptime requirement set by the National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) Formula 
 Program. 

 Pilot Deployments 
 I want to tell you a little bit about our initial pilots – which we’d love you to come see for 
 yourself, as they’re installed here in New York – and then tell you about our plans for the 
 future. 

 In February 2023,  itselectric  deployed three chargers in partnership with the New York City 
 Economic Development Corporation (EDC) and Hyundai Motor America. These chargers are 
 located in Sunset Park at the Brooklyn Army Terminal.  itselectric  secured this opportunity by 
 becoming a finalist in the EV Open Innovation Challenge, a competition issued by Hyundai 



 Motor Group and Hyundai CRADLE, the automaker’s innovation arm. The Pilot will run for six 
 months, allowing Pilot partners to collect driver feedback and charger utilization data. 

 Also this year, in March,  itselectric  deployed three chargers at Steiner Studios, the largest film 
 and television studio outside of California and a major local landowner.  itselectric  is the first 
 company to deploy EV charging on Steiner’s lot, which serves over 3,000 vehicles daily. These 
 chargers are intended to provide usage data and driver feedback to Steiner. If the pilot proves 
 successful, they will be kept in place permanently, with potential for further expansion within 
 the Studio. 

 We’ll soon be expanding outside of New York through a partnership with DTE Energy in 
 Detroit, where we were selected as first-round grant winners of DTE’s Emerging Tech Fund. 1

 We are supported in our efforts through partnerships with SWTCH (our software provider) 
 and ChargerHelp! (our operations and maintenance partner). I hope to have more news to 
 share with you soon about deployments throughout New York State and around the country. 

 Meeting the City’s Electrification Goals 
 As a company founded and based here in New York, we want to help the city meet its 
 ambitious electrification goals to deploy 10,000 curbside chargers and electrify the rideshare 
 fleet by the end of the decade. We think this is particularly important for the outer boroughs, 
 where people are more reliant on cars not only for their daily lives, but to earn their livelihood. 

 J.D. Power research has consistently found that charging station availability is the biggest 
 barrier for drivers when considering whether to purchase an electric vehicle.  For-hire drivers 2

 in particular need to feel confident that they can reliably and affordably charge their car in 
 order to purchase an EV. But right now, there is a major disconnect between where public 
 chargers are located and where drivers live. Despite being home to nearly 40% of New York 
 City’s FHV drivers, Queens has just 16% of the city’s chargers.  We think  itselectric  is the ideal 3

 solution for getting curbside Level 2 chargers quickly and easily installed throughout the 
 outer boroughs, to help for-hire drivers and the millions of other New Yorkers who rely on 
 personal vehicles make the switch to EVs. 

 Workforce Development 
 Finally, I’d like to highlight our partnership with ChargerHelp!, whose CEO, Kameale Terry, is 
 one of our advisers. As mentioned before, our goal is to make curbside EV chargers a 
 ubiquitous part of the urban landscape, so EV drivers can reliably find a charger when they 
 need it. The other piece of reliability is making sure that the chargers themselves are working. 
 We think that we can solve a big piece of that problem through detachable cords, but we 
 know that sometimes our chargers (and other types of EV chargers) will need maintenance. 
 That’s why we’re working with ChargerHelp! not only to service  itselectric  stations, but to 

 3  Jurkowicz, Sam. “New York City’s Largest Group of Drivers is Being Left Out of the Electric Vehicle 
 Conversation.”  Gotham Gazette  . Published online December 1, 2022. 

 2  J.D. Power “Electric Vehicle Experience (EVX) Public Charging Study.” 
 https://www.jdpower.com/business/automotive/electric-vehicle-experience-evx-public-charging-study 

 1  Buscemi, Hannah. “DTE’s Emerging Tech Fund.” 
 https://empoweringmichigan.com/dtes-emerging-tech-fund/  March 22, 2023. 

 Brooklyn Navy Yard, Building 128 19 Morris Ave Brooklyn, NY 11205 

https://www.jdpower.com/business/automotive/electric-vehicle-experience-evx-public-charging-study
https://empoweringmichigan.com/dtes-emerging-tech-fund/


 invest in the training of EV maintenance technicians (EVMTs) in communities throughout the 
 country. 

 ChargerHelp! doesn’t need our stamp of approval by any means – they were just recognized 
 by the White House for their stellar work in this field – but I wanted to call attention to the 
 fact that while we’re doing our part to make curbside EV charging widely available, there are 
 other great organizations doing their part to ensure that the transition to EVs is equitable and 
 just. 4

 This is all about expanding the definition of who sees themself as a stakeholder in the 
 transportation electrification revolution. By sharing 20% of our topline revenue with property 
 owners, we give them an incentive to have EV chargers in front of their house or business. 
 And by investing in our local workforce, we give folks the opportunity to advance their careers 
 in the clean transportation industry. 

 Conclusion 
 We think  itselectric  is the ideal solution for getting curbside Level 2 chargers quickly and 
 easily installed, to help the millions of New Yorkers who rely on personal cars make the switch 
 to EVs. We encourage the Council and the City to prioritize the deployment of Level 2 
 curbside chargers to address our urgent electrification needs. 

 Thank you again for your time and attention to this important issue. 

 4  The White House. “Fact Sheet: Biden- Harris Administration Announces New Standards and Major 
 Progress for a Made-in-America National Network of Electric Vehicle Chargers.” Published online 
 February 15, 2023. 



June 24, 2023

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure

New York, NY 10007

Re: T2023-3560 Oversight - Electric Vehicle Infrastructure

Dear Chair Brooks-Powers,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony around the important topic of electric

vehicle infrastructure. As you know, New York City has set the laudable goal of transitioning all

trips in the for-hire transport sector to electric by 2030. Lyft is incredibly excited about this

development, and we are eager to work with the Taxi & Limousine Commission (TLC) and the

City Council over the next few years to electrify rideshare.

A critical component of this transition will be ensuring that there are numerous, equitably

distributed, and easily-accessible charging opportunities for drivers within the for-hire transport

sector. TLC licensed vehicles are highly utilized vehicles. Because drivers utilize their cars to work

throughout the day, and because driver income increases in accordance with the hours they

work, drivers have relatively small windows to charge and have relatively inelastic charging

demand. For-hire vehicle drivers do not typically have access to off-street or overnight charging.

Accordingly, as more EVs come onto the road in this sector, they will need to rely on publicly

accessible fast-charging stations for charging during the day, or on any stations made available

to drivers that could provide overnight lower-level charging.



Many TLC drivers hail from diverse and sometimes economically disadvantaged communities.

Many drivers also reside in New York City’s outer boroughs. We encourage the City to prioritize

the needs of the outer boroughs and of environmental justice communities when shaping the

deployment of new EV infrastructure in the ensuing years. For a smooth transition to electric,

TLC drivers must be able to charge in the communities where they live and where they work.

Lyft is also committed to working with the City to engage with drivers and to support awareness

around charging infrastructure. Thank you again for the opportunity to comment, and we look

forward to working with the City to improve air quality and reduce carbon emissions as a result

of our 2030 goals.

Sincerely,

Larry Gallegos

Larry Gallegos
Public Policy | New York
LGallegos@Lyft.com
718-683-4231



BEFORE THE NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Oversight - Electric Vehicle Infrastructure
Public Hearing: June 23, 2023

COMMENTS OF UBER USA, LLC

Hayley Prim
175 Greenwich St.
New York, NY 10001

Email: prim@uber.com

Dear Members of the New York City Council,

I write on behalf of Uber USA, LLC to share further support for Mayor Adams’ announcement of a zero1

emission for-hire vehicle (FHV) fleet by 2030.

In 2020, Uber committed to becoming a fully zero-emission platform by 2040, and an earlier 2030
timeline for its rides platform in the US, Canada and certain European cities. In furtherance of those2

goals, Uber has committed $800 million in resources to support EV adoption by drivers’ globally.

In 2022, Uber partnered with consulting group HR&A Advisors to produce a study focused on the steps
necessary to achieve zero emissions in New York City by 2030. HR&A reviewed the existing charging
infrastructure as well as the publicly available plans for new charging stations within the City. A copy
HR&A’s final report is linked with this submission and incorporated herein by reference.

HR&A’s report advances 10 strategies aimed at increasing access and affordability to EV charging
infrastructure, building the processes and systems to support for-hire driver needs and helping achieve the
shared goal of a zero-emissions FHV fleet by 2030:

1. Identify high-need neighborhoods that overlap with where for-hire drivers live to prioritize where
to place low cost and fast chargers.

2. Work with utilities to identify high-volume pick-up and drop-off areas in which the grid currently
has capacity to support new fast chargers.

3. Develop a comprehensive EV infrastructure deployment plan to strengthen coordination with
utilities, optimizing the City’s ability to achieve its emission reduction and environmental equity
goals, and electrify the for-hire vehicle fleet.

2 https://www.uber.com/newsroom/driving-a-green-recovery/
1 Uber USA, LLC is a TLC licensed High-Volume For-Hire Service (HV0003) (B03404).

mailto:prim@uber.com
https://www.hraadvisors.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/NYC-Electric-Vehicle-Infrastructure-Assessment_2023_Uber_HRA-Advisors-1.pdf


4. Aggressively pursue new federal funding opportunities to direct investment to target
neighborhoods.

5. Streamline the permit process for EV charging as part of the City’s ongoing efforts to improve
land-use processes.

6. Leverage real estate assets owned/managed by public or faith-based entities to provide land for
accessible, affordable chargers in targeted neighborhoods and near high-volume trip areas.

7. Explore land use incentives for private developers to integrate public chargers with no gate or
parking fees into new developments.

8. Continue targeted outreach and engagement specific to the for-hire vehicle industry.

9. Support EV charging operators in communicating electricity prices and charger availability with
drivers, as well as in developing driver-centric incentives to reduce charging during peak load
times.

10. Further develop a new pricing structure for the cost of power for charging operators that makes
charging more affordable.

While Uber and FHV drivers celebrated TLC’s most recent release of 1,000 FHV licenses restricted to
Battery Electric Vehicles, new licenses alone won’t be enough. Uber respectfully requests that the Council
consider the strategies suggested within HR&A’s report, act quickly to explore available federal funding
for infrastructure improvements, and place new chargers where the City’s FHV drivers live and drive the
most.

Achieving this goal is sure to require increasing public-private partnerships and Uber welcomes the
opportunity to continue working alongside City stakeholders in the Council, TLC, and DOT.

Sincerely,

Hayley Prim
Senior Policy Manager, Uber
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To whom it may concern,  
 
Open Plans, a non- profit dedicated to safe and livable streets, respectfully submits 
this testimony to advocate for electric vehicle policy that is centered around off -
street fast charging rather than vast levels of on - street L2 charging.  
 
EVs are a net good and are necessary for a green transition, but they are not a silver 
bullet. They generate the same congestion that gasoline - powered cars create, and 
they still pose a threat to vulnerable road users —  in some cases an elevated threat 
due to the fact tha t EVs are heavier than gasoline - powered cars.  
 
Instead of framing and focusing on EVs as a panacea for transportation, it is 
important to remember that in order to truly reduce carbon emissions and make 
our city as green as it can be, we must prioritize mo de shift. Car - centric 
infrastructure exacerbates the climate crisis and makes the use of all other modes 
of transportation difficult. Electrification is crucially important, but getting more 
people on buses, trains, walking, and using micromobility should be our main focus 
in making our transportation sector greener.  
 
In order to reach our electrification targets, the 2021 Electrify New York  report 
estimates that the city will need to install 40,000 public L2 chargers —  10,000 of 
which at the curb —  and 6,000 DC Fast Charging (DCFC) chargers within the next 7 
ye ars.1 An e xp ansion of this size  will b e  cost ly and  com p le x.  
 
Placing 10,000 L2 chargers at the curb — which is public space — is wrongheaded 
and presents a number of difficulties : 
 

● Placing  an EV charge r in  a  curb sid e  sp ot  e sse nt ially “locks in” that  use  of the  
curb sid e . It  b e com e s a p arking  sp ace  only for EVs and  d ue  to the  m one tary 
inve stm e nt  of installing  the  charge r, it  b e com e s m uch m ore  d ifficult  to 
re p urp ose  that  se gm e nt  of the  curb  for any othe r use .  

● Any L2 charg ing  te chnology installe d  at  the  curb  m ay b e  re nd e re d  ob sole te  
b y m ore  re ad ily acce ssib le  or e fficie nt  off- st re e t  charg ing  op t ions.  

                                                
1 h t tp s:/ /www.nyc.g ov/htm l/d ot / d ownload s/p d f/ e lect rifying- ne w- york- re p ort .p d f 



 
 

● The  nature  and  scale  of the  p lanne d  e xp ansion risks charge rs b e ing  p lace d  at  
the  curb  in  a  hap hazard  way, which could  have  far- re aching  ne gat ive  
im p acts on our st re e t scap e  now and  in  the  future . 

● The re  are  se rious issue s with the  te chnical re liab ility of on- st re e t  p ub lic 
charg ing  stat ions that  m ust  b e  ad d re sse d ; a  re ce nt  surve y found  that  in  the  
Bay Are a, 23% of the  657 p ub lic charg ing  st at ions surve ye d  we re  b roke n.2 
On- st re e t  charg ing  st at ions are  ge ograp hically d isp e rse d  and  m ore  d ifficult  
to se rvice  re gularly, whe re as consolid ate d  off- st re e t  charg ing  sta t ions can b e  
m anage d  e fficie nt ly. 

● Our sid e walks and  curb s are  alre ad y clut te re d  and  d ifficult  for those  with 
d isab ilit ie s to navigate . EV charg ing  cre ates ad d it ional com p licat ions for 
those  using  m ob ility d e vice s to ge t  around  and  furthe r t ake s away sp ace  
from  p e op le  not  using  cars. 

● The  unavailab ility of charge rs (and  p ote nt ial for the m  to b e  b roke n) could  
cre ate  furthe r conge st ion d ue  to cruising  and  circling . 

 
We  should  inste ad  ce nte r our EV charg ing  p olicy around  e q uitab ly p lace d , e fficie nt  
off- st re e t  charg ing  st at ions. This he lp s e nsure  a  b alance  b e twe e n availab le  EV 
charg ing  and  e nsuring  p ub lic sp ace  re m ains fre e  of the  afore m e nt ione d  
com p licat ions with curb sid e  charg ing . We  could  d o so b y p ursuing  the  following  
p olicie s: 
 

● The Council should pass Councilmember Brannan’s Intro 150 - 2022  which 
would mandate n ecessary off - street charging capacity in our city’s new and 
existing parking garages. The majority of the Council is signed on to this 
legislation, and it should be passed.  

● The City should think creatively about a wider expansion of publicly 
accessible off - street DCFC charging hubs , which would resolve the negative 
impacts of curbside charging on the street and more closely mirror the 
current experience of drivers using gas stations. Such hubs would provide 
charging efficiency —  fully charging vehicles in m inutes rather than hours 
—  and have the potential to serve as conduits for not only EV charging, but 
also retail, housing, or public space above, around, or below them.  

● The City should explore a program to encourage and facilitate gas station 
conversions , either partial or full. Having reliable EV charging infrastructure 

                                                
2 https://arxiv.org/ftp/arxiv/papers/2203/2203.16372.pdf  



 
 

nearby encourages the adoption of EVs, discourages gasoline - powered car 
usage, and negates the need for curbside chargers.  

● The  City should  furthe r expand and fund other transit options , including bike 
parking, electric bike charging stations, and fast and reliable public 
transportation. The best way to lessen our transportation’s climate impacts is 
to shift away from private vehicle use —  be it electric or otherwise.  

 
By changing the way we  approach the proliferation of EV charging across the city, 
we can ensure an equitable and effective program.  
 
Sincerely,  
Open Plans 
 
Sara Lind 
Co- Executive Director  
sara@openplans.org  
 
Jackson Chabot 
Director of Advocacy and Organizing  
jacksonchabot@openplans.org  
 
Michael Sutherland  
Policy Analyst  
michael@openplans.org  
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June 23, 2023

Testimony from Revel for Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Hearing on
Electric Vehicle Infrastructure

Thank you to the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and Chair Brooks-Powers for
holding this hearing on electric vehicle charging, one of the most important challenges our city
faces in decarbonizing the transportation sector. While increasing charging access of any kind is
useful to promote more EV adoption and the curbside charging pilot has shown success doing
that, we submit this written testimony to encourage additional emphasis on direct current fast
charging (DCFC) infrastructure because it’s particularly critical for the electrification of the city’s
For-Hire-Vehicle (FHV) fleet and will vastly increase access to charging for residents of multi
unit dwellings (MUDs).

The Plug NYC evaluation report published in May by the Department of Transportation showed
promising results about how our public charging infrastructure is functioning. Specifically, DOT,
Con Edison and FLO achieving charger uptime of over 99.9 percent demonstrates very high
network reliability, which is essential to building consumer confidence in EVs. One hundred
curbside chargers is a good starting point, however, we should remain flexible in our priorities as
technologies advance and best use cases become clearer.

In its 2021 Electrify New York report, DOT projected the city will need 40,000 public Level 2 (L2)
chargers and 6,000 public DCFCs by 2030 to reach stated electrification targets. Developing
that much charging infrastructure will be challenging, in part because of overall capital costs,
viable grid connection points, years-long power upgrade timelines, real estate constraints and
potentially even charger supply. Emphasizing DCFC infrastructure will have a more significant
impact on EV adoption, especially for FHV drivers.

Mayor Eric Adams has rightly committed to electrify the city’s fleet of nearly 100,000 FHVs by
2030. It’s one of the best immediate investments our city can make in reducing
transportation-based pollution, with one electric FHV having the equivalent emission reduction
impact as three or more private EVs. FHV drivers will predominantly need fast charging access
because they will on average charge at minimum once per shift, and therefore cannot have their
earning potential interrupted by a four to eight hour L2 charge. In its 2022 Charged Up report,
the Taxi & Limousine Commission recognized FHV drivers will use DCFC for at least 70 percent
of their charging needs.

Revel is the leading provider of public fast charging in New York City, with two off-street hubs in
Brooklyn totaling 40 charging stalls. We are laying a foundation of DCFC infrastructure where
FHV drivers live and work to ease their transition to electric. In the next year, we will open the
first high-volume public fast charging stations in the Bronx and Upper Manhattan, as well as
several sites in Queens, including a 60 stall hub in Maspeth. All of our fast charging stations are
open to the public 24/7, equipped with both CCS and NACS plug types, have no paywalls to
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enter and can fully charge an EV in minutes not hours. Revel currently employs about 1,000
TLC-licensed New Yorkers as W2 employee drivers to operate our all-electric citywide rideshare
fleet, so we uniquely understand FHV driver electrification hurdles and the DCFC necessity for
this industry.

DCFCs are also an efficient use of finite real estate, and that efficiency will compound as
charging speeds continue to increase — Revel’s latest and future sites have charging speeds of
150+ kilowatts, able to charge an EV in just 10 to 20 minutes, compared to an average charging
time of roughly four hours reported in the curbside charging pilot. In a perfect scenario of an EV
charger having 100 percent utilization, an L2 could charge up to six EVs a day versus more than
70 by a 150kW DCFC with the same spatial footprint.

Revel supports Int. 150-2022 to amend the building code to allow and require more EV charging
access in parking garages. Indeed, Councilmember Brannan’s bill specifies that one fast
charging installation would be equivalent to ten L2 chargers, underscoring the greater efficiency
of DCFC installations.

Equitable EV charging access is a key issue for the future of our city. L2 charging certainly has
an important role to play, but the FHV electrification timeline and specific DCFC needs makes
building that side of the infrastructure more urgent than past models may have projected. Revel
hopes to be a partner and resource to the Council in determining the best path forward for
eliminating transportation-based pollution and improving New Yorkers’ environment, air quality
and overall well-being through electric vehicles.

Respectfully submitted,

Frank Reig
CEO & Co-Founder
Revel
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Michael Huarachi 
### 10th Avenue 
Apt ### 
New York, NY 10018 
 
T2023‐3560 Oversight ‐ Electric Vehicle Infrastructure  
ResoluƟon Res 0638‐2023 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
The NYC Council will pass lots of electric charging bills in the coming years but the e-
microbility chargers have so far been overlooked.   
 
Here are some of my thoughts on the pilot proposed: 
 
While mobility and sustainability are linked, electrifying private cars is not a cure-all to New 
York City's climate crises, we need a holistic approach.   

 We need safe and secure on-street parking for e-micro mobility.  Bike parking is the 
number two reason (only after safety) why New Yorkers don't bike or don't bike more 
often.   

 We need to expand public charging infrastructure for all vehicle types.  Any electric 
charging requirements must also include charging space for e-micro mobility.  The 
"Deliverista hubs" are a great example. 

 Infrastructure investments should focus on getting as many New Yorkers to their 
destinations as quickly, safely, and efficiently as possible while reducing emissions and 
supporting a just transition to a sustainable future.  Cars only move a few people at once 
and increase congestion: riding the bus and using active transportation move more people 
and free up more space. 

 Electric vehicles also include electric buses and e-micro mobility, and we need to prepare 
our infrastructure for all modes of transportation. 

 Electric cars and trucks are much more heavier than their gas-powered counterparts and 
more dangerous to other road users. 

 Make it easier for New Yorkers to try out and adopt modes of transportation outside of 
private car ownership is a critical step to meeting a number of New York City's goals - 
including mitigating gridlock, pollution and emissions; improving the quality of life for 
New Yorkers and visitors; accelerating bus speeds and growing ridership; and protecting 
the most vulnerable users of the road.  New York City should create financial and 
infrastructural incentives to the use of e-micro mobility. 

 Invest in safe, secure on-street parking, charging, and docking for private and shared e-
micro mobility outside every subway station.  Locate additional short-term parking in 
busy commercial and dense residential districts, critical for workers making 
deliveries.  Require 25% of all on-street electric mobility charging stations installed in 
New York City to power  e-micro mobility rather than or in addition to electric cars, 
including at least 100 daylighted intersections with  e-micro mobility  charging 
stations.  E-micro mobility parking should include on-street space for dock shared e-



micro mobility as part of the expansion of electric Citi Bike and e-scooter share 
programs.   

 Create secure on-street overnight parking hangars to provide theft-proof storage with a 
focus on low-income neighborhoods 

 Cars move few people and increase congestion - we should be speeding up buses and 
electrifying them. 

 Shrink the fleets!  (DHL, USPS, UPS, FEDEX, BALDOR, etc.) AND electrify them! 
 Electrify/automate/digitize/streamline e-charging station enforcement (like bus cams, but 

charging station cams!) 

Finally, a 2019 Harvard Kennedy School study published that the public costs of the vehicular 
economy are substation - amounting to $14,000 per family, regardless of whether they own a 
vehicle.  The vast majority of roads are provided free at point of use, and as a result more than 
half of the costs of driving - roads, maintenance, policing -are subsidized by ALL.  We barely 
subsidize housing anymore, but roads are HIGHLY 
subsidized:  https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/64-billion-massachusetts-vehicle-
economy 
 
Transportation desert council people should be promoting more robust and reliable electrified 
public transportation, rather than an expensive pilot that will serve a small fraction of your 
constituents.  We all know 86%+ of New Yorkers do not use and/or own a vehicle.  Arguing for 
charging stations for vehicles in transportation deserts is like arguing for cars in food deserts. 
 
This proposal must include robust support and plans to build an equitable, sustainable, and robust 
electric grid for e-micro mobility use.  Get people out of cars! 
 



As you plan for EV charging infrastructure, 

please implement policies that extremely 

limit use of the public curb for that purpose. 

Our curbs are extremely valuable space and 

a sustainable transportation future will 

include repurposing them for more bus 

lanes, bike lanes, expanded sidewalks, 

waste containerization, and public 

gathering places like plazas. 

Please prioritize funds such as the Charging 

and Fueling Infrastructure (CFI) grant 

money to accelerate construction of multi‐

modal hubs that can serve e‐bikes, EV 

carshare, cargo bikes, etc.  

Thank you! 
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 While  mobility  and  sustainability  are  linked,  electrifying  private  cars  is  not  a 
 cure-all  to  New  York  City’s  climate  crisis.  As  a  nurse,  pedestrian  and  cyclist,  I 
 believe  we  need  to  take  a  holistic  approach  to  protect  vulnerable  road 
 users. 
 Electric  cars  and  trucks  are  much  heavier  than  their  gas-powered  counterparts 
 and  are  more  dangerous  to  other  road  users.  Electric  vehicles  also  include 
 electric  buses  and  e-micromobility,  and  we  need  to  prepare  our  infrastructure  for 
 all modes of transportation. 
 Infrastructure  investments  should  focus  on  getting  as  many  New  Yorkers  to  their 
 destinations  as  quickly,  safely,  and  efficiently  as  possible  while  reducing 
 emissions  and  supporting  a  just  transition  to  a  sustainable  future.  Cars  only  move 
 a  few  people  at  once  and  increase  congestion:  riding  the  bus  and  using  active 
 transportation move more people and free up more space. 
 We  need  to  expand  public  charging  infrastructure  for  all  vehicle  types.  Any 
 electric  charging  requirements  must  also  include  charging  space  for 
 e-micromobility.  The “Deliverista hubs” are a great example. 
 We  need  safe  and  secure  on-street  parking  for  e-micromobility.  Bike  parking  is 
 the  number  two  reason  (only  after  safety)  why  New  Yorkers  don’t  bike  or  don’t 
 bike more often. 

 On  high  traffic  routes  and  where  conditions  allow,  convert  a  car-traffic  lane  into  a 
 dedicated  lane  wide  enough  for  passing  and  side-by-side  use  of  e-micromobility, 
 alongside  a  separate  lane  for  non-electric  bikes  and  kick  scooters. 
 E-micromobility  lanes  should  be  speed  limited  to  devices  traveling  20  mph  or 
 less.  On  bridges,  configure  lane  space  to  allow  for  safe  crossing  by  pedestrians, 
 cyclists,  and  e-micromobility  users.  This  may  require  converting  a  lane  of  car 
 space to additional separated bike or 20 mph limited e-micromobility lanes. 
 Lift  restrictions  on  e-micromobility  access,  including  existing  e-bike  bans  on  the 
 Hudson  River  Greenway;  e-micromobility  should  be  allowed  on  greenways  and  in 
 parks  wherever  non-electric  bikes  are  allowed.  New  York  City’s  parks  and 
 greenways  serve  as  critical  connectors  for  an  incomplete  network  of  bike  lanes. 
 Restrictions  on  e-micromobility  access  limit  the  extent  to  which  e-micromobility 
 can succeed as a transportation alternative. 
 Making  it  easier  for  New  Yorkers  to  try  out  and  adopt  modes  of  transportation 
 outside  of  private  car  ownership  is  a  critical  step  to  meeting  a  number  of  New 
 York  City’s  goals  —  including  mitigating  gridlock,  pollution,  and  emissions  ; 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1361920920306696?via%3Dihub


 improving  the  quality  of  life  for  New  Yorkers  and  visitors;  accelerating  bus  speeds 
 and  growing  ridership;  and  protecting  the  most  vulnerable  users  of  the  road.  New 
 York  City  should  create  financial  and  infrastructural  incentives  to  the  use  of 
 e-micromobility. 
 Construct  a  Variety  of  On-Street  E-Micromobility  Parking  :  Invest  in  safe, 
 secure  on-street  parking,  charging  ,  and  docking  for  private  and  shared 
 e-micromobility  outside  every  subway  station.  Locate  additional  short-term 
 parking  in  busy  commercial  and  dense  residential  districts,  critical  for  workers 
 making  deliveries.  Require  25%  of  all  on-street  electric  mobility  charging  stations 
 installed  in  New  York  City  to  power  e-micromobility  rather  than  or  in  addition  to 
 electric  cars,  including  at  least  100  daylighted  intersections  with  e-micromobility 
 charging  stations.  E-micromobility  parking  should  include  on-street  space  for 
 docking  shared  e-micromobility  as  part  of  the  expansion  of  electric  Citi  Bike  and 
 e-scooter  share  programs.  Create  secure  on-street  overnight  parking  hangars  to 
 provide theft-proof storage with a focus on low-income neighborhoods. 
 Build  Public  Charging  Infrastructure  :  Expand  public  charging  infrastructure  , 
 like  the  forthcoming  “  Street  Deliveristas  Hubs  ''  as  called  for  in  Intro  0927  ,  to 
 include  at  least  one  public  charging  station  in  every  City  Council  District. 
 Prioritize  investment  in  and  construction  of  e-micromobility  charging 
 infrastructure  over  privately  owned  electric  car  charging  to  encourage  New 
 Yorkers  to  transition  away  from  driving.  Require  all  New  York  City-owned 
 buildings,  including  schools  and  NYCHA  buildings,  to  provide  fire-resistant 
 charging stations on or near their premises. 
 Incentivize  Private  Charging  Infrastructure  :  Require  all  new  residential  and 
 commercial  buildings  to  include  e-micromobility  charging  .  Retrofit  existing 
 parking  garages  to  include  e-micromobility  charging.  Incentivize  restaurants  and 
 ground-floor  businesses  that  employ  e-micromobility  users  to  provide  short-term 
 parking on the roadbed to discourage sidewalk riding and blocking. 
 Offer  Incentives  for  E-Micromobility  Purchase  :  Because  the  safety  of  any 
 given  road  user  rises  or  falls  based  on  how  many  other  riders  of  the  same  mode 
 are  on  the  streets  —  a  theory  known  as  “safety  in  numbers''  —  incentivizing 
 e-micromobility  purchases  will  directly  serve  the  safety  of  all  e-micromobility 
 users.  Incentives  could  include  a  voucher-based  point-of-sale  rebate  ,  federal  tax 
 credit,  and  sales  tax  exemption  to  reduce  the  cost  of  purchasing  a  certified  e-bike 
 or  e-scooter  with  a  new,  working  battery.  Additionally,  given  the  rapid  growth  of 
 gas-powered  mopeds,  New  York  should  offer  purchase  incentives  for  electric 
 mopeds, which contribute much less to carbon emissions and noise pollution. 
 Offer  Incentives  for  Residential  and  Commercial  E-Micromobility  Storage 
 and  Charging  :  Create  a  tax  incentive  program  for  new  or  retrofitted  buildings 
 that  offer  residents  safe  infrastructure  for  charging  and  storing  e-micromobility,  as 

https://medium.com/@oonee/meet-oonee-power-a3f237c2d8a7
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 well  as  storage  for  bikes  of  all  kinds.  Incentivize  all  new  residential  and 
 commercial  buildings  to  include  e-micromobility  charging,  in  addition  to  expanded 
 requirements  for  bike  parking.  Retrofit  existing  parking  garages  to  include 
 e-micromobility  charging  and  parking  facilities.  While  TA  supports  the  removal  of 
 mandatory  parking  minimums  for  new  residential  development,  while  they  are  in 
 effect, e-micromobility parking should count toward these parking minimums. 
 Expand  Automated  Enforcement  of  Licensed  Vehicles  :  Pass  legislation  in 
 Albany  that  allows  the  City  of  New  York  to  issue  tickets  to  licensed  cars,  trucks, 
 and  mopeds  that  block  or  drive  in  bike  lanes.  Automated  enforcement  is  one  of 
 the  most  effective  forms  of  traffic  enforcement.  With  the  addition  of  separated 
 lane  space  for  e-micromobility,  it  is  essential  that  these  lanes  are  kept  clear  of 
 unauthorized uses. 

 Offer  Battery  Buybacks  :  Create  a  buyback  system  (such  as  Intro  0949  in  the 
 City  Council)  for  damaged,  non-compliant,  or  uncertified  lithium-ion  batteries, 
 bikes,  and  chargers.  By  allowing  New  Yorkers  to  safely  recycle  or  exchange 
 uncertified  or  damaged  batteries  for  cash,  or  trade  in  a  non-compliant  e-bike 
 model  for  a  heavily-discounted  certified  e-bike,  the  ongoing  fire  risk  would  be 
 mitigated. 

 Develop  Licensing  for  E-Micromobility  Vendors  :  Develop  regulations  for  the 
 distribution  and  sale  of  e-micromobility  equipment,  including  batteries,  and 
 require  vendors  to  be  licensed  by  the  New  York  City  Department  of  Consumer 
 and  Worker  Protection.  While  many  mopeds  in  particular  are  being  operated 
 without  license  plates  or  registrations  as  required  by  law,  this  is  an  issue  that  can 
 be  best  addressed  by  targeting  at  point  of  sale.  This  agency  should  hold  vendors 
 accountable for selling faulty equipment or with illegal titles. 

 Pass  New  Housing  Standards  for  E-Micromobility  :  Create  new  rules  under 
 the  guidance  of  the  New  York  City  Fire  Department  defining  safe  battery  storage 
 and  charging  for  e-micromobility  that  includes  fire  suppression  and  detection  of 
 damaged  batteries.  Fund  the  FDNY  to  work  with  residential  and  commercial 
 building owners to install safe storage stations. 

 Charge  an  E-Micromobility  Safety  Fee  for  Delivery  App  Companies  :  Pass  a 
 law  mandating  a  new  fee,  similar  to  the  Black  Car  Fund  ,  to  be  paid  by  all  delivery 
 app  companies  for  permission  to  operate  in  New  York  City.  Collected  fees  would 
 pay  for  the  cost  of  incentive  programs  to  promote  e-micromobility  and  encourage 
 safe battery swaps. 

 Ban  Instant  Delivery  Apps  :  Pass  a  law  banning  “instant”  delivery  app 
 companies,  which  operate  on  a  near-impossible  business  premise  and  promote 

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6047910&GUID=B66B61A8-E867-4071-9984-4176A3DD30F6
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 unsafe  working  conditions,  from  operating  in  New  York  City.  The 
 “15-minute-or-less”  promise  directly  endangers  the  lives  of  delivery  workers  and 
 all  road  users  by  encouraging  speeding,  wrong-way  driving,  and  other  unsafe 
 driving practices. 

 Enact  Delivery  Worker  Minimum  Pay  :  Implement  legislation  creating  a  livable 
 minimum  wage  for  delivery  workers  and  adding  a  fixed  tip  to  delivery  app  totals. 
 The  low  wages,  lack  of  job  security,  and  dangerous  working  conditions  provided 
 by  companies  that  employ  e-micromobility  users  has  incentivized  unsafe 
 behavior.  Creating  a  per-minute  minimum  wage  encourages  workers  to  prioritize 
 safety  without  being  forced  to  choose  between  their  livelihood  and  street  safety 
 measures. 

 Develop  a  Battery  Safety  Education  Campaign  :  Educate  e-micromobility 
 users,  repair  workers,  and  sellers  how  to  safely  charge  batteries.  Such 
 campaigns  should  be  rolled  out  alongside  the  construction  of  safe,  secure,  and 
 accessible  public  charging  stations.  Additional  educational  materials  for 
 homeowners  and  building  managers  should  be  developed,  and  all  materials 
 should be available in multiple languages. 

 Develop  a  Safe  Street-Use  Education  Campaign  :  Educate  all  e-micromobility 
 users  about  how  and  where  to  operate  e-micromobility  devices  safely  currently 
 and  reeducate  in  accordance  with  all  traffic  law  at  the  point-of-sale  and  on  streets 
 after  new  infrastructure  is  built.  Additionally,  update  the  vehicle  driver’s  education 
 curriculum  and  road  tests  to  reflect  the  changing  streetscape  and  a  variety  of 
 road use types. 

 Develop  a  Transit  Safety  Education  Campaign  :  Educate  e-micromobility  users 
 and  would-be  users  about  where  they  can  safely  use  e-micromobility  to  complete 
 their  transit  trips  by  following  the  MTA’s  new  guidelines  ,  including  not  riding  or 
 charging  in  transit  facilities  and  how  to  safely  board  and  ride  transit  with  an  e-bike 
 or e-scooter. 

 Safe  Disposal  of  Batteries:  Pass  legislation  requiring  the  proper  and  safe 
 disposal  of  e-micromobility  batteries  and  other  rechargeable  batteries  once  they 
 reach the end of their lifespan or are otherwise unusable. 

https://new.mta.info/safety-and-security/personal-electric-vehicle-policy?auHash=RnyjUTDCo3RkN3N7NrcT65eUVx3NAhw4CffrHb6uNUM
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 Expand a Proven Public Safety Strategy: 
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