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Testimony to be submitted to the New York City Council 
Committee on Education 

Re: Intro No. 868 (District 75 Schools Reporting) 
March 29, 2023 

Advocates for Children of New York (AFC) appreciates the opportunity to submit 
testimony regarding Intro No. 868, which would require the Department of Education 
(DOE) to report on the number of students attending District 75 schools and the 
criteria used to determine the location of District 75 schools. For more than 50 years, 
AFC has worked to ensure a high-quality education for New York students who face 
barriers to academic success, focusing on students from low-income backgrounds. 
We advocate for students whose needs are often overlooked, including many students 
with disabilities in District 75, the Citywide district serving students with the most 
significant needs. 

Intro No. 868 would fill a gap in existing public reporting by requiring the DOE to 
report on the number of students in District 75 programs by building, rather than by 
school name and location code/District Borough Number (DBN) alone. As District 75 
schools typically have multiple physical sites, students enrolled at any given District 
75 school are not necessarily all attending class in the same building—or even in the 
same geographic school district. Publicly reported enrollment data, however, 
aggregates site-level enrollment into a single school-level total.   

While having school-level enrollment counts is certainly important, the lack of site-
specific data significantly limits the ability of advocates, parents, and other 
stakeholders to assess and hold the DOE accountable for improving educational 
experiences and outcomes for students with disabilities in District 75 programs. For 
example, it is not possible to calculate total DOE enrollment within any set of 
administrative boundaries (e.g., by City Council district, by police precinct) with 
complete accuracy—something AFC routinely seeks to do for purposes of calculating 
rates—because all students placed in District 75 schools get assigned to their school’s 
primary building, regardless of whether they attend school in that physical location. 
Building-specific enrollment data would support improved analysis of other publicly 
reported data, and thus an improved understanding of current needs, challenges, and 
bright spots.  

To maximize the utility of the public reports produced pursuant to this legislation, we 
recommend modifying section (b)(1) of Intro No. 868 to clarify that the DOE must 



 

report the number of students in a District 75 program by building code and location code/DBN. We 
are concerned that the language in the current version of the bill could be interpreted as requiring 
reporting by building code alone, and some buildings may be home to more than one District 75 
program (e.g., District 75 schools P168X and P721X both have programs at DeWitt Clinton High 
School, building X440). If multiple District 75 schools have sites on a particular campus, it will be 
important to be able to distinguish between them. In addition, ensuring that location code/DBN is 
included when reporting site-level enrollment will enable advocates and outside analysts to easily 
match this data with that from other sources (e.g., to calculate what percentage of a District 75 
school’s students are at each physical site). We therefore suggest modifying (b)(1) to read: 

1. The number of students participating in a district 75 program in each building where a 
district 75 program is provided, disaggregated by school;  

We also strongly encourage the Council to consider requiring disaggregation by student disability 
classification, race/ethnicity, gender, English Language Learner (ELL) status, eligibility for 
free/reduced-price lunch, housing status, and foster care status. Compared to both City students as a 
whole and students with disabilities in District 1–32 schools, students placed in District 75 are 
disproportionately Black, low-income, and learning English as a new language. Disaggregation of 
student demographics at the site level would allow for the comparison of the demographic makeup 
of students attending a given District 75 program to that of their peers at District 1–32 schools in the 
same building, as well as enable monitoring of systemic inequities in program siting, re-siting, and 
co-location. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. If you have any questions or would like 
additional information, please contact Senior Policy Analyst Sarah Part at spart@afcnyc.org.   
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March 29, 2023 

 

Thank you, Chairperson Joseph and members of the Committee on Education, for the 

opportunity to submit a statement in support of Res. No.153, a Resolution calling upon the 

Department of Education to create a Jewish Heritage Day in New York City public schools. 

Established more than 100 years ago, UJA-Federation of New York is one of the nation’s largest 
local philanthropies. Central to UJA’s mission is to care for those in need—identifying and 
meeting the needs of New Yorkers of all backgrounds and Jews everywhere. UJA supports an 
expansive network of nearly 100 nonprofit organizations serving those that are most vulnerable 
and in need of programs and services and allocates over $150 million each year to strengthen 
Jewish life, combat poverty and food insecurity, nurture mental health and well-being, and 
respond to crises here and across the globe.  
 
The ADL recently released its Audit of Antisemitic Incidents 20221, showing 3,697 or a 36% 
increase in incidents from 2021, nationwide. New York had 580 incidents, the highest number of 
any state. Incidents of antisemitism include harassment, vandalism, threats, and assaults. 
Additionally, another 2023 report, Antisemitic Attitudes in America: Topline Findings2, shows 
that 20% of Americans believe six or more antisemitic tropes.   
 
As the Resolution notes, establishing a Jewish Heritage Day in NYC public schools would help 
diminish early implicit bias, expand understanding of the impact that Jewish Americans have on 
our society, and help combat antisemitic tropes.    
 

UJA is invested in addressing antisemitism and hate crimes and protecting the community at 
large. To help confront antisemitism and support our network of nonprofit partners, UJA 
established the Community Security Initiative (CSI). CSI, a joint initiative of UJA and the 
Jewish Community Relations Council of New York (JCRC-NY), helps secure 2,000 Jewish 
organizations in the New York area, and employs a team of six locally based security directors to 
address the needs of organizations. 
 

 
1 https://www.adl.org/resources/report/audit-antisemitic-incidents-2022  
2 https://www.adl.org/resources/report/antisemitic-attitudes-america-topline-findings  

https://www.adl.org/resources/report/audit-antisemitic-incidents-2022
https://www.adl.org/resources/report/antisemitic-attitudes-america-topline-findings


Tragically, we know where ignorance and hatred lead. Over the last few years, more and more of 
this hatred has been directed at visibly Jewish people. That’s why, in addition to funding for 
community security, UJA significantly supports a broad range of people, programs, and 
nonprofits that aim to educate, connect, and break barriers: trips to Israel for a wide range of 
New Yorkers, service projects that bring Jews and non-Jews together, opportunities for rabbis 
and ministers to have conversations about racism and antisemitism, community organizers who 
knit together different populations.  
 
UJA-Federation of New York supports Res. No. 153 and the City Council’s call for the NYC 
Department of Education to establish Jewish Heritage Day in public schools. Thank you; please 
contact stuchinh@ujafedny.org with any questions.  
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Good afternoon.

My name is Leona Teten. I’m a member of Bronx Community Board 8, and a senior at the Bronx
High School of Science, where I am a StandWithUs intern and the president of our Jewish
Student Union. I’m here today to testify in support of Resolution Number 153, calling on the
Department of Education to create a Jewish heritage Day in NYC public schools.

A few weeks ago, the alumni association posted on Instagram to announce a reunion in Israel.
The comments were flooded with antisemitic statements from my classmates. The
administration has yet to take serious action.

Our Holocaust Museum is coopted for black history month or women's history month. Last year,
Jewish American Heritage Month went unacknowledged.

This year, I’m taking a course called Race and Gender, which aims to examine historic racial
hierarchies and inequalities. Somehow, the long and sometimes troubled history of Jewish
people in America did not make it into the syllabus.

The only meaningful reference to Jews in that class was when our teacher noted that Hitler
emulated Jim Crow in his implementation of the Nuremberg Laws.

As president of the Jewish Student Union, I have run my own educational programs for
members of the club, about antisemitism and Jewish history. It is clear to me that the
Department of Education should take responsibility for educating New York City Students. I am
wholeheartedly in favor of calling on the DOE to do so by establishing a Jewish Heritage Day in
NYC public schools.
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