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Chair Krishnan and members of the Committee on Parks and Recreation, I am writing in support of the 
street co-naming proposal before you today which would entail co-naming the corner of 53rd Street and 
Avenue M, “Ethan Zachary Holder Way”.  
 
Ethan Zachary Holder was a remarkable young man who valued public service, community, and the 
power of music. Admired and respected by students and staff alike, Ethan first joined Brooklyn’s Public 
School 771K for children with disabilities as a substitute paraprofessional but after just a few months of 
working there, he was fast tracked to become a full time staff member. This was unheard of in the 
school’s history but a testament to the kind of natural-born educator Ethan was.  
 
On October 12th, 2022, Ethan’s life was tragically cut short by gun violence only a block away from PS 
771K. Our office joined Ethan’s family, Brooklyn community members and other elected leaders later 
that month at the school dedication memorial, where we heard staff members recall beautiful stories of 
Ethan’s kindness and his ability to engage and connect with the students.  
 
I strongly support Councilmember Mercedes Narcisse’s effort to co-name the corner of 53rd Street and 
Avenue M in celebration and remembrance of Ethan Zachary Holder.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Jumaane D. Williams  
Public Advocate for the City of New York 
 
 







The proposal to Co‐name the corner of East53rd Street and Avenue M (Ethan Zachary Holder Way) will 

be voted on by the City Council on Tuesday January 31st at 1pm. 

 

To whom it may concern, 

My wife and I are writing to you in support of the proposal to Co‐name the corner of East 53rd Street and 

Avenue M to “Ethan Zachary Holder Way”. This support for this proposal is in honor of 19 year old, Ethan 

Zachary Holder, a young Paraprofessional, whose  life was tragically cut short October 12, 2022 by gun 

violence.   

Every culture throughout the history of humanity has been known to honor the passing of loved ones. In 

modern civilization we have come to expand that honoring particularly to those who have lost their lives 

either for a cause of humanity, in the line of active civil services, or both.  This is most recognized for the 

man or women of the Armed Forces of those known as First Line Responders. 

Within my own immediate family, my relatives have served the community within the Armed Force, the 

Medical Field, as well as local civil servants, such as the NYPD and in the NYC DoE. That being said, we 

must  equally  view  our  Educators  as members  of  our  first  line  of  defense. As  these  individuals  have 

dedicated their lives to uplift our children, support their parents, and our communities in the war against 

ignorance, misinformation, and overall miseducation! Without our educators, society would surely fall to 

all other crimes as they would no longer be armed with any sense of self, general knowledge, sense of 

community, and the overarching society. 

It is upon the reason, that I recognized Para Professional Ethan Holder, who just serving his community, 

on active duty as a Teacher, tragically lost his life, just a block away from his post, the school he worked 

in. This tragic event is in fact a civil servant on active duty for his community, killed in action! 

We must not forget to honor Ethan, nor others like him who succumb to a similar fate. We must use this 

opportunity to create a reminder to the community and all, that we must stand as one, and remember 

these fallen heroes… whether it be a soldier, a police officer, or a teacher. They are all individuals who use 

their lives and talents to protect and/or educate the Nation, State, City, and community! 

Let us not forget them! It is for all these reasons and more than words can say in this proposal that my 

wife and I give our support for this proposal  is  in honor of 19 year old, Ethan Zachary Holder, a young 

Paraprofessional, whose life was tragically cut short October 12, 2022 by gun violence.   

Lastly, it is my hope that we should never come to a point, where there are no longer available streets 

that can be renamed in honor of these fallen heroes as it would mean we have done our community a 

disservice in preventing such tragedies such as gun violence from plaguing our streets! 

 

Respectfully yours, 

Anderson & Suzanne Moise 
Brooklyn NY 11225 



TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF “EDDIE KAY WAY” 
“Eddie Kay Way” 

March 8, 1933 to February 15, 2022 
T2023-2881 

 
Good afternoon Chair Shekar Krishnan and members of the Committee on Parks and 
Recreation.  1199 SEIU fully supports the co-naming of the intersection of Avenue N and East 
19th Street in Brooklyn “Eddie Kay Way.”  Eddie Kay resided there from 1946 until his passing 
on February 15, 2022.  During those years, he built lifelong friendships with residents of the 
block and within the broader community.  He led initiatives that improved city services, such as 
improved garbage collection and snow removal.   
 
As a young man, Eddie enlisted and proudly served in the U.S. Marines until an honorable 
discharge in 1955.  Thereafter, he joined 1199 SEIU as a rank-and-file member.  Eddie 
impressed the Union’s Organizing Director who recruited him as an Organizer, and the rest is 
history. He joined the 1199 staff in 1967 assigned to the Queens and Long Island division, where 
he worked arduously to organize hospitals and nursing homes. As a member of the 1199 SEIU 
family, he distinguished himself as a leader and advocate for workers’ rights, relentlessly 
fighting for improved working conditions.  He was unquestionably a preeminent labor leader.   
 
Eddie essentially built 1199 in Queens and Long Island.  Not only did he successfully organize 
much of this area, he ran it with an incredible amount of member involvement and militancy.  
This would become the hallmark of his organizing strategy for the remainder of his life.  After 
his successful effort, he was promoted to Area Director.  He went on to lead the organizing 
drive at NY Presbyterian Hospital, one of the largest medical centers in the City of New York. 
This organizing assignment had previously been attempted twice before Eddie was assigned.  
 
At 1199, Eddie rose through the ranks from organizer to Vice President, then Executive Vice 
Present, and Secretary Treasurer, the position from which he retired after 40 years of serving 
the Union with distinction.  Retirement did not end his commitment to fight for workers.  He 
continued to organize and mobilize workers as one of our most active retirees, and train and 
mentor workers in a myriad of labor unions.   
 
When 1199 went through some a leadership crisis in the early eighties, it was Eddie who led the 
rank-and-file movement to bring 1199 back to its progressive roots.   From this rank-and-file 
struggle emerged the 1199 led by Dennis Rivera and now George Gresham that is such a 
strength in the labor movement today.  It is not an exaggeration to say that this does not 
happen without the organizational genius of Eddie Kay. 
 
Through numerous masterful training and organizing campaigns, Eddie became a much sought-
after motivational coach and mentor to thousands of workers in a myriad of labor unions, with 
the objective of teaching the importance of unionization to protect workers’ rights.    From the 
1960s until he was stricken by a short-term illness in 2021, Eddie travelled the country and 



abroad, spreading his knowledge of effective union organization and mobilization.  He achieved 
too many successes to enumerate, but his reach extended well beyond 1199 in New York.  He 
helped build 1199 in many other states such as Pennsylvania and Connecticut.  He retired from 
1199 as a Union Officer in 1999, and went on to share his depth and breadth of knowledge and 
experience with labor unions across the country,  including LIUNA Local 78 Asbestos Workers, 
ATU Bus Drivers, U.S.P.S. Letter Carriers, and many others. He also worked on numerous 
progressive political campaigns.  Here in NYC, he worked with the Transit Workers Union to 
demand staffing changes, a successful campaign that resulted in improvements to mass transit 
service for all New Yorkers.   
 
His legacy will live on for decades to come, and his many invaluable accomplishments to 
workers’ rights will serve all working Americans forever. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to express our support for this fearless labor leader. 
 
Presented by: Vladimir Fortunny on behalf of the Kay Family 

David Kranz on behalf of the 1199 SEIU-UHWE Family 
 

 
 



Dr. Sophia Lubin 

Laurelton, NY 11413 

 

Re: Ethan Zachary Holder Way 

 

To whom it may concern, 

I am writing in support of co‐naming the corner of East 53rd Street and Avenue M Ethan Zachary 

Holder way. As someone who has known Ethan from the time of his birth to his passing, I can 

say without hesitation that his work although short at his school and in his community had a 

lasting impact that needs to be remembered.  

My name is Dr. Sophia Lubin and I am proud to say that I am Ethan’s Aunt. From the time Ethan 

was small, he took a strong interest in family, music and being of service to others. These 

interests lived with him through the course of his life and in his desire to work for the New York 

City Department of Education. His repour with the students he interacted with as well as his 

ability to give of himself to ensure those needing support would get the help they need, speaks 

volumes to his character and the idea that he would have given so much to those he served 

with more time. I feel it would be such an honor to remember his legacy through this street co‐

naming to serve as an example to youth and those aspiring to provide a life of service to their 

communities.  I also feel it will shed light on and help to empower the youth of the community 

against gun violence.   Ethan is missed greatly and through this proposal from the community 

council, he will never be forgotten.  

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Sophia Lubin  



January 27, 2023 

 

New York City Council 

 

RE: Ethan Zachary Holder Street Co-Naming 

 

Dear Council Members: 

My name is Violine Roberty, and I am (a family friend/community board member/block president) who 
resides on the block where Ethan grew up.  I am supporting the street co-naming for Ethan because 
Ethan was a public servant and a leader at a young age.  Ethan helped and participated in several of our 
annual initiatives for our block and community (Block Beautification Day, Coat and Toy Drives, Block 
Clean Up).  I remember Ethan helping with our Annual Block Beautification Day when we would clean up 
the block and plant flowers. Even when we woke him up early to help, he was always willing to serve his 
community with a smile.  

Ethan was a leader amongst his friends.  He was dedicated, driven, ambitious, and the kindest young 
man.  While most young people struggle to find their path, he knew that he wanted to become a 
teacher.  He loved the children he taught as a paraprofessional, and they loved him. Ethan was an 
inspiration to his friends because he was purposeful and understood his role in this world.  He was 
always there for his friends and encouraged them to try harder to reach their goals. 

Ethan's death has impacted our lives in ways that I cannot put into words.  I think about Ethan, the 
leader and the impact he had on our community as a young man and how he would have impacted the 
world as he got older.  His death was painful for his loved ones but also for our community.  His loved 
ones lost a loving, kind, intelligent and amazing young man and our community lost a young leader and 
a servant. 

Please consider voting for the street co-naming, this would be such an impactful way to honor Ethan for 
the service that he provided in his short time in this world.   I think about ways that his death can 
positively influence his community, the group of kids that he loved and his family and friends and this 
would provide that opportunity for people to see his name and to know that they should always strive 
for their dreams as he did.  It would keep his legacy alive, the legacy of giving back, the legacy of being 
selfless and the legacy of serving his community.  Please help make this happen for us.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Violine Roberty 
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