
















































Testimony of Rev. Dr. Diane Edwards 

Perpetual Praise Tabernacle, Saint Albans, NY 

January 13, 2023 

Committee on Transportation and infrastructure Joint Committee w/ Eco Development 

 

Good Afternoon All, 

My Testimony as one who has served in the Local Church for over two decades and in the streets as a 

Law enforcement Officer.  I have been privileged to birth and raise my five children in this incredible 

boro of Queens.  My homes have always been in the flight path of the runway, (LOL) so I personally am 

truly affected by this major redevelopment project of JFK Airport.  But today I not only speak for myself 

but for the surrounding communities that are directly affected by this project.  Last night I carefully 

listened to Governor Hochul’s press conference celebrating this project.  I listened to all the excitement 

expressed by the keynote speakers I.e., US Congressman Meeks, Gerrard Bushell, and Gary LaBarbera to 

name a few.  My concerns here today are as follows: 

1. Enhanced Disability accommodations, stronger wheelchair staff. 

2. Accomodations for the disabled to be transported from their terminal to pick‐up and/or drop‐off 

a rent a car. 

My past experiences as a disabled individual traveling in JFK has taught me that getting on the free train 

to the plane is not an option for the handicapped population.  Accommodations are needed to be 

established for a more airport friendly experience for the disabled. 

 

      3. Medical Triage on Airport premises.  In case of emergency (I personally observed as a former 

Security Supervisor working in the Security control room) that in a medical emergency the response 

time for the outside ambulance to arrive is way to long.   

 

      4. Expand Chapel to include on site Ministers to provide comfort to passengers that find themselves 

in need of the services. 

       5. On site Mental Health & Wellness services or made available. 

        6. How does the MWBE connect to benefit from the mass, economic opportunities? 

            How to connect with or offer Training Development opportunities? 

            Where, when, and how can the small SouthEast Queens vendors take advantage of this multi               

               billion dollar community project? 

“A simple decision to try” JFK per Gov. Hochul. 



SOUTHEAST QUEENS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

115‐42 Sutphin Boulevard, Jamaica, NY, 11434  

Email: info@seqcoc.org  

1/12/2023 

TESTIMONY ON JFK REDEVELOPMENT ‐OVERSIGHT 

Dear Council Members & Community Leaders, 

I am Reverend Roxanne Simone Lord, president of the Southeast Queens Chamber of Commerce. I am 

on several of the JFK Redevelopment committees and would like to give my testimony. 

I represent hundreds of small businesses of color in Southeast Queens, predominantly African‐American 

business owners. When speaking to many if them about the airport opportunities, I have found that 

many still do not know about the many opportunities at the airports. By holding meetings, conducting 

outreach and MWBE/ACDBE training sessions we strive to reach more entrepreneurs of color in SEQ. 

The Southeast Queens Chamber of commerce were contacted by managers Tunisia Morrison and 

Rachelle Antoine after the pandemic and we were encouraged to help reach many more entrepreneurs 

in the community. They were both very passionate about this cause and renewed hope and optimism in 

my board and I that people of color in tiers 1 and 2 of the JFK airport would indeed be able to take part 

in and benefit from the JFK Redevelopment. The SEQ Chamber was motivated by these two young 

women to get more involved to make the goal of getting more Black and Brown business owners  

certified and getting contracts from the redevelopment. 

The chamber partnered up with RISE and York College SBDC to lead more outreach in Southeast Queens 

in order to produce higher numbers of MWBE’s. It was a winning plan, however in the middle of it all, 

we learnt that Tunisia Morrison was fired for no apparent reason. Both the work and our enthusiasm 

halted. We knew that Ms Morrison was zealous in her approach to get more Black and Brown people 

certified and we felt that we could trust her in this common mission. We the chamber would like to 

know why she got fired. In addition to that, the proposal that the chamber and RISE initiated was also 

shot down and no reason was given. We know our community and we know our people need 

community leaders who see us, can identify and  know our struggle. We believe that the Southeast 



Queens Chamber, Rise and York College working together would cause a huge  paradigm shift in people 

of color really being able to be nurtured and groomed to rise to the occasion of becoming MWBE/ACDBE 

certified, building capacity to receive contracts and excel when given the opportunities. 

In conclusion, we believe that the systems in place at the JFK Redevelopment to provide opportunities 

to businesses in Tiers 1 and 2 are broken and are not meeting the needs of Southeast Queens small 

businesses. We need overseers and managers with real power at the JFK Redevelopment Center who 

live in the community of SEQ, who understand the needs of the small business men and women of 

Southeast Queens and who are not just catering to the desires of entrepreneurs with money in high 

places. Our small businesses of color need someone to hold their hands, understand  that we have 

special needs and cater to us so that we can reach and attain some of the development money and 

break cycles of poverty, barriers to capital, struggle and stress. This way we can access capital and be 

able to provide for ourselves, our families and our employees. Thank you. 



 

Testimony of Zach Miller 
Metro Region Operations Manager 
Trucking Association of New York 

  

Before the 
  

New York City Council 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure and Economic Development  

  

Regarding 
  

JFK Redevelopment  
 

 
Good afternoon, Chairs Brooks-Powers and Farías and members of the 
Transportation and Infrastructure and Economic Development Committees. My 
name is Zach Miller, I am the Metro Region Operations Manager for the Trucking 
Association of New York. Since 1932, TANY has advocated on behalf of the 
trucking industry at all levels of government, providing compliance assistance, 
safety programs, and educational opportunities to our members, and in the 
process, creating jobs, supporting the economy, driving safety, and delivering a 
sustainable future.  
 
I testify today regarding the JFK Redevelopment Project as we have an 
opportunity to create a world class logistical and integrated supply chain and 
ensure New York City remains the center of global commerce.  
 
It is a particularly acute opportunity for the trucking industry as we grapple with 
increased demand and the development project is the ideal time to focus on truck 
flow management and facilitating communication with each cargo facility, 
piloting technologies to streamline management, and coordination between airport 
and off airport partners. Port Authority and cargo facilities must work together to 
provide at minimum a single portal for more truck flow, better cargo pickup, and 
a longer pick-up window than the current 24-hour pickup one, all of which will 
result in fewer trucks parked off airport waiting for their moment to go on-airport. 
 
This brings us to one of the unintended consequences of sidelining airport freight 
distribution, which is trucks parked overnight in the surrounding residential 
communities. Though JFK has one of the few truck parking facilities in the five 
boroughs, it is at capacity and therefore unable to accommodate the number of 
trucks that need parking, further it is restricted to vehicles on airport property and 



 
 
 

unusable for trucks that need to park and wait for their pickup/delivery window. 
New truck parking facilities need to be added to both the airport and off-site to 
better facilitate commerce and remove trucks from residential areas. 
 
JFK is not just a passenger airport but a major cargo hub and economic engine. 
Transportation routes and infrastructure improvements are desperately needed to 
facilitate the growing cargo needs while ensuring safe and livable streets for the 
surrounding communities. I want to thank our friends at Gateway JFK who 
provided us with valuable information. Gateway JFK, TANY, as well as the JFK 
Airport Customs Brokers & Freight Forwarders Association all look forward to a 
more effective working relationship with JFK Redevelopment. 
 
As always, the Trucking Association of New York looks forward to ongoing 
collaboration and dialogue with the City Council.   
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
 
 



JFK Redevelopment – Hearing, April 13, 2023 

Before the City Council 

 

  I, Fay D. Hill, a resident of Springfield Gardens for the over 45 years hereby 

submit my testimony as a resident and advocate for my community in reference 

to the redevelopment of JFK. 

  The residents in Springfield Gardens have suffered long enough with the 

noise and air pollution from airplanes coming in and take‐off at JFK airport.  Our 

residents have suffered with upper respiratory conditions, asthma and other 

unhealthy conditions caused by these planes.   As people of color, we are being 

marginalized for a very long time and when big company comes in our into 

community they do not reach out the community as an whole.  We are sick and 

tired of being marginalized and disrespected.   

I remember when JFK airport was a micro site and seen it has grown and 

grown and they forget about their next‐door neighbors who have been struggling 

to stay healthy and have to in live in unhealthy conditions.  One would say, why 

not move where there are no health issues affecting that neighborhood.  Yes, 

when big company comes into our neighborhood they must reach out to the 



community where they plan to grow their businesses and see what they can 

contribute to make the community livable. 

Now that JFK Redevelopment will be coming to our community, we would 

like to get some mitigation as a part of the development.  Our businesses along 

the corridors of Farmers & Rockway Boulevards need to be restored/redeveloped.  

We must have our community well restored so we can continue to live here. 

It is to my understanding that the site on which JFK airport is built on is 

owned by the city of New York.  We have been asking for a while the need of a 

local hospital (which can be sound proof) a library in Springfield on the site of JFK 

to accommodate residents in Springfield Gardens, Rosedale, Laurelton and the 

Rockaways. Give residents funds to install sound proof equipment for their 

homes.  Most of the residents who need to go to the hospitals have to either 

track to Queens or Jamaica Hospital or sometimes Nassau County if they have the 

means of a car. 

The billions of dollars that are being allocated for the redevelopment of JFK 

airport could be shared with the community of Springfield Gardens and all 

surrounding communities.  The quality of life is the most important aspect to our 

neighborhood like other neighborhoods in Queens, e.g., Forest Hills & Bayside. 



Our streets are forever flooding and go into residents’ basements on a 

regular basis.  We had the condition recently in the Far Rockaways where the 

residents were flooded out.  The town hall meeting that was presented to the 

residents were not given the assurance that these conditions would be rectified.  

It was a “lick & promise” effort on the part of these agencies that were sitting on 

the panel. 

I am pleading with our local elected officials to get in a position of these 

billion dollars project and embark on the opportunity for our community. 

Some of the Quality‐of‐Life Improvements Needed for Springfield Gardens 

A hospital 
A library 
Restore our shopping areas – bringing them up with more attractiveness 
Funds for students 
Improve transportation 
Environment awareness  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Fay D. Hill 
District Leader 
Assembly District 31B 
Community Advocate 
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Thank you, Councilmember Brooks-Powers, for hosting this JFK Redevelopment hearing. I regret that I 

was unable to attend the hearing in person as there are many thoughts that I could share about the JFK 

Redevelopment Project. My overriding sentiment is that the JFK Redevelopment Project shows little 

concern and makes little provision for the people who reside in the communities surrounding the JFK 

International Airport… the people who live within a six-mile radius of the airport, and those within the 

Southeast Queens communities of Brookville, Springfield Gardens, Rosedale and Laurelton. There is no 

consideration for these families as stakeholders with respect to this project or indeed with respect to 

the current day operations of the airport, which is under the auspices of the Port Authority. This is 

evident in the overall stated goals of the redevelopment project, which include enhancing efficiency of 

the roadways, upgrading and expanding terminals and expanding air cargo. These goals are designed to 

accommodate anticipated increases in airline passenger and cargo activity and revenue.  

Certainly, the project has included the requisite environmental assessments that are “designed” to 

assess harms to the people on the ground; yet these tasks have been performed in a perfunctory 

manner, often using disputed data and largely focused only on assessing the immediate environmental 

impacts of associated construction activity. What about the ongoing impacts to our surrounding 

communities?  

A redeveloped JFK supports increased airport activity. That brings with it the potential for increases to 

numbers of flights per hour, increased air pollution and noise pollution from low-flying planes. It also 

means increased truck traffic in support of the coveted air cargo revenues that are so aggressively 

chased by the Port Authority. All of these treasured goals benefit the Port Authority, the airlines, the 

City, the State and the developers. But where are the benefits to the stakeholders on the ground, 

especially relative to the harms that they are being exposed to?  

Some would argue that the benefit is JOBS! And in fact, this is an area of major focus for the JFK 

Redevelopment Program. Administrators, and even our elected officials, seem to believe that providing 

contracts and jobs to local people and businesses should be sufficient compensation for the 

environmental burdens to which we are being subjected. The fact is that some of these jobs will go away 

once the redevelopment has been accomplished. And while other jobs will remain, what won’t go away 

are the environmental burdens.  While airplane passengers enjoy a quiet intercontinental flight and the 

luxury of a modern new JFK terminal, airport workers who live in nearby communities will come home 

to the noise of low flying planes and the congestion caused by 53-foot trucks illegally traversing their 

streets at all hours of the day and night. Please see https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-

get-these-hulking-trucks-out-of-our-neighborhood-20220906-r3rcaoinvvhijlsxhikijjpdmm-story.html for 

a personal account of the impact of these tractor-trailer trucks on a Brookville community. 

Our children play in parks and attend schools where low flying planes drown out their voices as they 

breathe in fumes of airplane fuels.  What are the possible impacts to their health and their ability to 

learn? Our children can barely safely cross our streets for the tractor trailer trucks that block their views 

and make hairpin turns on our local residential streets. Much, if not all this activity is illegal and 

unmonitored. It is known to the appropriate agencies, each of which points fingers to the other as the 

responsible entity (DOT, NYPD, EDC, PANYNJ).  

https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-get-these-hulking-trucks-out-of-our-neighborhood-20220906-r3rcaoinvvhijlsxhikijjpdmm-story.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-get-these-hulking-trucks-out-of-our-neighborhood-20220906-r3rcaoinvvhijlsxhikijjpdmm-story.html
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The Port Authority expresses little to no concern for addressing these concerns. They devote no 

resources to supporting the community as we struggle to assess the extent of the damage being caused 

by these harms and attempt to address them with constructive and meaningful interventions.  

These are just some of my thoughts about the JFK Redevelopment Program, accompanied by my dismay 

at the neglect, disregard and disrespect that is suffered by the people on the ground, who are one of its 

most consistent and impacted stakeholders. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
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