Proposed Res. No. 242-A

..Title
Resolution calling upon the State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign A.10468/S.8797B, proposing an amendment to Article 1 of the New York State Constitution, in relation to equality of rights and protection against discrimination.

..Body

By Council Members Menin, Bottcher, Hanif, Williams, Richardson Jordan, Farías, Ossé, Louis, Narcisse, Salamanca, Cabán, Avilés, Lee, Brooks-Powers and The Speaker (Council Member Adams)
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Whereas, The New York State Constitution (the Constitution) does not currently include an equal rights provision; and
 	Whereas, An amendment to the Constitution is necessary to ensure legal equality for all New Yorkers; 
	Whereas, S.8797B/A.10468, sponsored by Senator Liz Krueger and Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright, respectively, propose an amendment (the amendment) to Article 1 of the Constitution; and 
Whereas, In its current state, Article 1, Section 11 of the Constitution states that, “No person shall, because of race, color, creed or religion be subjected to any discrimination in his or her civil rights by any other person or by any firm, corporation or institution, or by the state or any agency or subdivision of the state”, and
Whereas, This list of protected classes is limited and does not offer protection to all New Yorkers; and
	Whereas, If passed, A.10468/S.8797B would amend the Constitution by adding an equal rights provision that would expand the list of protected classes to include ethnicity, national origin, disability or sex including pregnancy and pregnancy outcomes, sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression; and
Whereas, The amendment would prohibit discriminatory impacts that result from the actions of government, employers, and places of public accommodation; and
Whereas, The Constitution was last amended to address the topic of equal rights in 1938, which predates the Civil Rights Movement, as well as major advancements toward equality, including steps towards gender and LGBTQ equality, and therefore does not address the protection of equal rights with respect to individuals who belong to these, and other, historically marginalized groups; and
Whereas, On June 1, 2022, New York Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins held a press conference at which she stated religious concerns caused negotiations on an earlier similar  amendment to reach an impasse in the State Legislature; and
Whereas, S.8797B/A.10468, were introduced to address these concerns; and
Whereas, The new bills state that the intention of the amendment is not to alter or diminish existing protections for religion set forth in articles three and eleven of the Constitution; and
Whereas, The Council of the City of New York urges state lawmakers to resume efforts to pass  the amendment as soon as possible; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign A.10468/S.8797B, proposing an amendment to Article 1 of the New York State Constitution, in relation to equality of rights and protection against discrimination.
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