Int. No. 273

By Council Members Narcisse, Hanks, Mealy, Stevens, Yeger, Restler, Abreu and Bottcher
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..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring police officers to receive training related to recognizing and interacting with individuals with autism
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1.  Title 14 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 14-193 to read as follows:
§14-193 Autism safety training. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Autism. The term “autism” means a range of conditions characterized by challenges with social skills, repetitive behaviors, speech and nonverbal communication, as well as other unique conditions which may be caused by different combinations of genetic and environmental influences. 
b. Training. The New York city police department shall train patrol officers in recognizing and responding to individuals with autism as part of their academy training. The training shall be sensitive to a wide variation in challenges and strengths possessed by each individual with autism.
§2. This local law shall take effect immediately after it becomes law.
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