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PROPOSED INTRODUCTION NO. 2081-A: 	By Council Members Moya, Kallos, Yeger, Chin and Cornegy

TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to enhancing the application for and the transparency of the emergency assistance grant program

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Adds a new section to the Administrative Code


PROPOSED INTRODUCTION NO. 1358-A: 	By Council Members MoyaLevin, Kallos, Yeger, Chin and CornegyLander, Ampry-Samuel and Grodenchik

TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to information about the use of psychiatric medication for youth in foster carein relation to enhancing the application for and the transparency of the one-shot deal program

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Adds a new section to the Administrative Code



I. Introduction
On December 14, 2021, the Committee on General Welfare, chaired by Council Member Stephen Levin, will consider Proposed Int. 2081-A, sponsored by Council Member Moya and Proposed Int. 1358-A, sponsored by Council Member Levin respectively. The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. 2081 and. Int. 1358, on September 15, 2021, and June 25, 2019, respectively. At the hearing on September 15, 2021, those who testified included representatives from the New York City Department of Social Services (DSS), the Mayor’s Office of Operations (MOO), shelter providers, advocacy organizations, community organizations, and members of the public.  At the hearing on June 25, 2019, those who testified included representatives from the Administration for Children’s Services (ACS), child welfare advocates, legal service providers and other interested parties.
II. Bill Analysis
Proposed Int. 2081-A – A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to enhancing the application for and the transparency of the emergency assistance grant program

This bill would require the Commissioner of the Department of Social Services (DSS) to enhance the application of emergency assistance grant programs. It would require the Commissioner to post information on emergency assistance grants including rental or utility arrears grants on the Human Resources Administration (HRA) website and to enhance applications for such grants, including creating an informational sheet for prospective benefit applicants in plain language. The informational sheet would include which forms and materials an applicant would be required to submit and whether or not an applicant may be required to pay back any benefits, if received. It would also require the Commissioner to improve the administration of emergency assistance grants in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and to conduct increased outreach on the program. Finally, the bill would require the Commissioner to report quarterly on the administration of emergency assistance grants, including how many applications were newly submitted, how many were accepted and how many were not accepted.  If passed, the bill would take effect immediately. Since introduction, this bill has been amended to refer to the aforementioned grants as emergency assistance grants instead of “one-shot deals”. The bill has also been amended to include the above-mentioned informational sheet and account for HRA job centers reopening since their temporary closure during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Int. 1358-A – A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to information about the use of psychiatric medication for youth in foster care

Proposed Int. 1358-A would require the Administration for Children’s Services (ACS) to report data on a quarterly and annual basis from its contracted foster care provider agencies about the use of psychiatric medication by children in its legal custody, and possible prescribing trends. The report would include information on how many youths are prescribed a psychiatric medication or medications, disaggregated by various categories of medication such as anti-depressant, anti-psychotic, anxiolytic or hypnotic medication, long-acting anti-psychotic medication, medication to treat opioid use disorder and mood stabilizers. ACS would be required to review the reports and submit a description of actions it took to promote best practices for use of psychiatric medication for youth in foster care. If passed, the bill would take effect immediately. Since introduction, certain information that was to be required in the report was removed, including information specific to foster care agencies.

















	Proposed Int. No. 2081-A
 
By Council Members Moya, Kallos, Yeger, Chin and Cornegy
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to enhancing the application for and the transparency of the emergency assistance grant program 
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-150 to read as follows:
§ 21-150 Emergency assistance grants program. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
ACCESS HRA. The term “ACCESS HRA” means the website and mobile application in which individuals obtain information on and apply for some HRA benefits, and HRA clients obtain certain HRA benefits case information.
COVID-19. The term “COVID-19” means the disease caused by the severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2).
Emergency assistance grants. The term “emergency assistance grants” means a grant of financial assistance that HRA provides to households to pay expenses such as rent or utility arrears in which HRA determines eligibility based on New York state laws and regulations.
HRA. The term “HRA” means the human resources administration.
Job center. The term “job center” has the meaning ascribed to such term in section 21-139.
                     b. No more than 30 days after the effective date of the local law that added this section, the commissioner shall post in the rental assistance section of the HRA website and on ACCESS HRA, and update, as appropriate, information on emergency assistance grants. Such information shall include, but need not be limited to, the application process and required documentation. 
c. Until such time that a client is able to conduct their interview on demand utilizing updated agency technology, department staff shall conduct two phone calls to an applicant who filed an emergency assistance grant application, during which the staff  provides the phone number established pursuant to section 21-142.2 where the client can be provided information about their application status by a live customer service agent and self-service model, or leaves a voicemail message if an applicant does not answer the phone call with the phone number established pursuant to section 21-142.2 where the client can be provided information about their application status by a live customer service agent and self-service model.
d. No more than 150 days after the effective date of the local law that added this section, the commissioner shall include with application materials for emergency assistance grants, cash assistance and SNAP an information sheet written in plain language to inform prospective applicants which application forms and other materials the applicant must complete to apply for such benefits and whether such applicant may be required to pay back any such benefits if received.
e. Outreach on emergency assistance grants. Beginning no more than 30 days after the effective date of the local law that added this section, the commissioner, in collaboration with relevant agencies, shall conduct culturally appropriate outreach about emergency assistance grants in the designated citywide languages, as defined in section 23-1101, which shall include changes in administration as a result of COVID-19. Such outreach shall include, but need not be limited to, posting information in public spaces and on relevant government websites, including, but not limited to, the rental assistance section on the department website required by subdivision b of this section.
f. HRA shall enhance opportunities for seniors, individuals with disabilities, individuals who lack technology and individuals who lack familiarity with technology, to apply for emergency assistance grants including partnerships with elected officials, community-based organizations and non-profit service providers. This shall also include having sufficient HRA staff to (i) help such individuals apply by telephone if such method of application is authorized or (ii) assist such individuals with the completion of paper applications, including mailing a paper application to such individuals with a self-addressed stamped envelope.
g. Reporting on emergency assistance grants. No later than June 30, 2022, and quarterly thereafter, the commissioner shall submit a report to the mayor and the speaker of the council that shall cover the quarter that began on April 1, 2022 on the administration and utilization of emergency assistance grants for the previous four months, which the commissioner shall post on the HRA website. Subsequent reports shall be posted and submitted no later than 45 days after the end of each quarter thereafter. The report shall include the number and percentage of:
1. New applications submitted solely for an emergency assistance grant;
2. Applications for emergency assistance grants that were accepted; and
3. Applications for emergency assistance grants that were not accepted.
The information reported pursuant to paragraphs 1 through 3 of this subdivision shall be disaggregated by the type of emergency assistance grant, which shall include but need not be limited to, rental arrears and utilities.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.                      
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Proposed Int. No. 1358-A
 
By Council Members Levin, Lander, Ampry-Samuel and Grodenchik
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to information about the use of psychiatric medication for youth in foster care
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 9 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-920 to read as follows:
§ 21-920 Psychiatric medication for youth in foster care. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Age group. The term “age group” means the following categories: 0-6 years old; 7-12 years old; and 13-17 years old. If authorized by law and the relevant state agencies to obtain the data in a manner that can be accessed and aggregated, without obtaining appropriate individual consents, the term age group shall additionally include the category of youth age 18 and over.
Class of medication. The term “class of medication” includes the following categories of medication: ADHD medication; anti-depressant; anti-psychotic medication; anxiolytic or hypnotic medication; long-acting anti-psychotic medication; medication to treat opioid use disorder; and mood stabilizer.
Foster care provider agency. The term “foster care provider agency” means foster care programs and agencies contracted with ACS to provide services to youth and families, including family foster care, treatment family foster care, specialized foster care and residential services.
Override of parental consent. The term “override of parental consent” means a request by ACS to administer a psychiatric medication for a youth in foster care when (i) the youth’s parent or guardian has either affirmatively objected or refused to provide their informed, written consent; (ii) ACS has conducted a clinical review of the youth’s case; and (iii) ACS has determined that the medication is clinically appropriate for treatment of the youth’s psychiatric condition.
Placement type. The term “placement type” means the setting in which youth in foster care are housed, including but not limited to foster care boarding homes, approved relative foster homes, residential care facilities and pre-placement settings. 
Prescriber type. The term “prescriber type” means the individual prescribing the psychiatric medication to the youth. This term includes, but is not limited to, the following types of individuals: a psychiatrist, nurse practitioner or pediatrician.
Psychiatric medication. The term “psychiatric medication” means medication used to exercise an effect on the central nervous system prescribed for the treatment of symptoms of a mental, emotional or behavioral disorder, including but not limited to, antipsychotics, antidepressants, antianxiety drugs or anxiolytics, stimulants and mood stabilizers.
Youth in foster care. The term “youth in foster care” shall mean youth in foster care on the last day of the quarter, for whom ACS has the authority to access and aggregate data from the state PSYCKES Medicaid database.
b. Beginning no later than July 31, 2022, and no later than the last day of the month following each calendar quarter thereafter, the commissioner shall submit to the speaker of the council and post to ACS’s website a quarterly report regarding youth in foster care prescribed psychiatric medication. Such report shall include the following information disaggregated by gender and age group:
1. Number and percentage of youth currently prescribed a psychiatric medication;
2. Number of unique youth with prescriptions, disaggregated by class of medication;
3. Number and percentage of youth currently prescribed three or more psychiatric medications;
4. Number and percentage of youth currently prescribed more than one psychiatric medication from the same class of medication;
5. Number and percentage of youth for whom an override of parental consent was requested;
6. Number and percentage of youth for whom an override of parental consent was approved; and
7. Number and percentage of youth currently prescribed psychiatric medication. The information required pursuant to paragraph 7 of this subdivision shall be disaggregated by prescriber type, if the relevant state agencies make such information available to ACS in a manner than can be accessed and aggregated.
c. Beginning no later than July 31, 2022, and no later than July 31 annually thereafter, the commissioner shall submit to the speaker of the council and post to ACS’s website a report regarding youth in foster care prescribed psychiatric medication. The report shall include the number and percentage of youth currently prescribed psychiatric medication, disaggregated by placement type, and further disaggregated by gender and age group.
d. ACS shall review the quarterly and annual reports required pursuant to subdivisions b and c of this section. Accompanying the report due on July 31, 2023, and each report due July 31 thereafter, ACS shall further include a description of actions that ACS has taken in the prior fiscal year to promote best practices regarding the use of psychiatric medication for youth in foster care and obtaining informed consents, including but not limited to the following: a description of any training for foster care provider agency staff regarding relevant ACS and state policies and best practice guidance; a description of quality assurance procedures; any trends that ACS has identified as a result of its medical audits or other compliance activities, as related to foster care provider agencies; and a description of any actions taken in response to such trends.
e. No information that is otherwise required to be reported pursuant to this section shall be reported in a manner that would violate any applicable provision of federal, state or local law related to the privacy of information. If any category requested contains between one and six youth, the number shall be replaced with a symbol.
f. The reports required pursuant to this section shall remain permanently accessible on ACS’s website.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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