
CURRENT INTRODUCTION NUMBER:

Int. No. 746
PRIME SPONSORS:

Council Member Dromm 
TITLE:  

A Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the city of New York, to strengthen existing regulations of Immigrant Assistance Services.  

BILL SUMMARY:

This plain language summary is for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is available online at legistar.council.nyc.gov.

Title 20, Chapter 5, Subchapter 14 of the New York City Administrative Code regulates Immigration Assistance Service Providers. This bill would amend Subchapter 14 to impose stricter guidelines for providers and further protect customers against immigration services fraud and unauthorized practice of the law. Providers would be required to include specific language in their contracts related to the provider’s duties and limitations, as well as the customer’s rights. Additionally, providers would have to post required signage in English, in the six most common languages spoken in the City, and in the language in which they provide or offer to provide services. Providers would be prohibited from offering and providing services that should only be provided by an attorney, and from making statements that could lead a customer to believe that the provider is an attorney or an immigration expert. Additionally, this bill would require that the Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) provide periodic reports to the Council with information regarding the number, type, source and result of complaints against providers.  
CODE SECTIONS AFFECTED:

· Amends Administrative Code Title 20, Chapter 5, Subchapter 14. 
EFFECTIVE DATE:

120 Days from day of enactment. 
NOTE: When reading the full text of the bill online at legistar.council.nyc.gov, language that is enclosed by [brackets] is proposed to be removed, and language that is underlined is proposed to be added.

