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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          3  Boyland has some guests that we're honoring. I would

          4  love it if you would introduce your special guests

          5  to the rest of the Council. Council Member Boyland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

          7  Mr. Speaker.

          8                 Today I bring my colleagues and all

          9  those watching a very special woman, what we call a

         10  phenomenal woman in all of America. Her name is Ms.

         11  Leslie Lewis Sword.

         12                 Please come forward. And I'll just

         13  read a few points, as her bio can probably extend

         14  for another 20 pages, we'll reduce it to. It's

         15  apparent that Leslie's future started in acting and

         16  communication, communicating with wonderful

         17  audiences. As I read that she began early at Sesame

         18  Street, which is a wonderful, wonderful thing, as

         19  Gifford and I know our children really enjoy.

         20                 She was born and raised in New York

         21  City, a place where she soaked up the culture and

         22  breathing the wonderful air of Broadway Theatres,

         23  ballet, the Philharmonic, museums, and everything

         24  that New York City has to offer.

         25                 She also speaks several languages,

                                                            5

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  from Swahili to German to Spanish. Leslie is excited

          3  about, what I'm excited about more so than anything

          4  is that she will be debuting in the spring, one

          5  woman show Yesterday Came Too Soon where she will be

          6  playing the lovely Dorothey Dandridge.

          7                 Give her a round of applause for

          8  that, ladies.

          9                 And from there she goes on to author

         10  poetry and books and so on, so. So without any

         11  further ado, I would like to introduce you to my

         12  wonderful friend and guest, the lovely Leslie Lewis

         13  Sword.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

         15  read the proclamation.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         17  York.

         18                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         19  New York is pleased and proud to honor Leslie

         20  Lewis-Sword for her unique contribution to the City

         21  and the community; and

         22                 Whereas: We are a City made strong by

         23  the efforts of individuals who give exemplary

         24  service to their communities through the performing

         25  arts and fundraising; and
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          2                 Whereas: Leslie Lewis-Sword is one

          3  such individual. A writer, producer and actress of

          4  the performing arts, Ms. Lewis-/Sword, was born and

          5  raised in Manhattan, a place where soaking up

          6  culture is like breathing air, surrounded by

          7  Broadway theatre, the ballet, the Philharmonic and

          8  museums, street performers, artists and musicians;

          9  and

         10                 Whereas: Ms. Lewis-Sword attended the

         11  Hunter College Elementary School, the Brearley

         12  School and Stuyvesant High School. She also attended

         13  school in Paris, where she became fluent in French

         14  during her three-year stay. She can also converse in

         15  Spanish, German and Kiswahilli; and

         16                 Whereas: Ms. Lewis-Sword will be

         17  making her off-Broadway debut this Spring in the

         18  one-woman show, Yesterday Came Too Soon: The Dorothy

         19  Dandridge Story, at the historic National Black

         20  Theater in Hatlem, under the creative direction of

         21  Dr. Barbara Ann Teer; and

         22                 Whereas: She made her East Coast

         23  stage debut in September, 2004 when she starred as

         24  Petra in Sindheim's A Little Night Music, at the

         25  Sugden in Naples, Florida; and
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          2                 Whereas: It is with deep appreciation

          3  and tremendous sense of pride that we recognize

          4  Leslie Lewis-Sword and are truly enriched by her

          5  presence and commend her for the important

          6  contributions she has made to benefit the National

          7  Black Theatre; now, therefore

          8                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          9  City of New York honors LESLIE LEWIS-SWORD for her

         10  extraordinary contribution to the City and the

         11  community.

         12                 Signed this 12th day of April in the

         13  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         14  for the Entire Council; Tracy Boyland, Council

         15  Member, 41st District Brooklyn.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Leslie, we are so

         17  honored to have you here with us, and thank you for

         18  your work on behalf of the people of the City of New

         19  York bringing arts and culture and entertainment and

         20  so many other things to our young people, and old

         21  and everyone in between. We thank you so much. We'd

         22  be honored if you'd say a few words.

         23                 MS. LEWIS-SWORD: It would be an honor

         24  to say a few words. Thank you.

         25                 Good afternoon, everyone. It is such
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          2  an honor to be here, thank you, Councilwoman

          3  Boyland, and thank you to everyone here, the Speaker

          4  and to all the Council members. And to you, the

          5  people of New York City. This is the place where I

          6  grew up. I went away for a little bit. I just got my

          7  master's of fine arts in acting from UCLA, and this

          8  is my New York theatre debut and it is such an honor

          9  to be doing, be coming back to my home town,

         10  although that's not how we say it here. We say

         11  something like home down. But it's such an honor to

         12  be coming back here and to be doing the story of

         13  Dorothy Dandridge, Yesterday Came Too Soon at the

         14  National Black Theatre. We open on Thursday at 7:30.

         15  There's a gala. Thursday, Friday, Saturday and then

         16  Sunday at three. And Dorothy made her New York debut

         17  here 70 years ago, and 50 years ago she was the

         18  first African American male or female ever to be

         19  nominated for an academy award. And it's just an

         20  honor to portray this pioneer. And, so, I hope that

         21  if anyone is interested in seeing the story of one

         22  of our pioneers, please come by and see the show.

         23                 But thank you all for being here

         24  today, and thank you for this honor. It's

         25  incredible.

                                                            9

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          3                 Council Member Koppell, and the Bronx

          4  Delegation also.

          5                 Council Member Koppell, if you'd join

          6  us? I know you have a very special guest who is here

          7  who we're honoring today. And if you'd like to

          8  introduce him, we'd be appreciative.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you,

         10  Mr. Speaker.

         11                 Mr. Speaker, I would like to

         12  introduce you and my colleagues, and guests who are

         13  here, to a most distinguished and impressive young

         14  man who lives in my district in Riverdale and who

         15  was the winner of the National Intel Science Talent

         16  Search Competition for this year. And David Bauer,

         17  and the wrong one, David Bauer is graduating from

         18  Hunter College High School.

         19                 Is that in your district, Mr.

         20  Speaker? It's on the east side, it's right nearby.

         21                 I believe he also attended the

         22  Anderson school that is in Gale Brewer's district,

         23  and she's here. And we're very proud of the fact

         24  that he has chosen, and obviously, as the winner of

         25  the intel competition, he could choose any
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          2  university in the United States, and he has chosen

          3  to attend the City University of the City of New

          4  York. And we're very, very proud of David Bauer.

          5                 I might also say that in addition to

          6  winning the Intel Award, he was chosen by the other

          7  contestants as the, if you will, the most interested

          8  in communication and in cooperation between

          9  scientists and between colleagues and himself, and

         10  that's an honor in terms of his relationship with

         11  the other young people in the competition.

         12                 And furthermore, he's had a very

         13  interesting career in school, and one of his

         14  interests, and I think you might recognize it, one

         15  of his teachers is here from Liberia, and as a

         16  result of the inspiration of this teacher, he

         17  started a web site, Justice for Liberia, and has

         18  taken an interest for Liberia.

         19                 He's also been involved in many other

         20  civic activities. He's a well-rounded young man and

         21  we're delighted to recognize him here in the City

         22  Council.

         23                 Congratulations, David Bauer.

         24                 Mr. Speaker, maybe you'd like to

         25  speak?
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

          3  member.

          4                 Yes, what I would like to do is ask

          5  the clerk to read the proclamation.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

          7  York, Proclamation.

          8                 Whereas, the Council of the City of

          9  New York is pleased and proud to join distinguished

         10  supporters and members of the science community in

         11  honoring David Bauer; and

         12                 Whereas, David a founder of the

         13  non-profit organization United Liberia, but focuses

         14  on social justice for Liberia. The organization is a

         15  website-based and provides three independent and

         16  accurate news to Liberian community. He is an active

         17  member of the Hunter College High School Student

         18  Body, as president of the Science Club, and a member

         19  of the Bias Panel; and

         20                 Be It Known, that the Council of the

         21  City of New York most gratefully honors David Bauer

         22  for devoting his time and energy to the study of

         23  science and for its contributions to the community

         24  and the City.

         25                 Gifford Miller, Speaker on behalf of
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          2  the entire Council; Maria del Carmen Arroyo, Council

          3  Member 17th District; Maria Baez, Council Member

          4  14th District; Helen Foster, Council Member 16th

          5  District; G. Oliver Koppell, Council Member 11th

          6  District; Annabel Palma, Council Member 18th

          7  District.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: David, we're thrilled

          9  that you're here. Your mother, Diane Villorola is

         10  here. Congratulations to you, as well, and to your

         11  entire family and everyone. We know that this kind

         12  of achievements don't come by itself, but that you

         13  had a lot of support along the way, and we're

         14  thrilled that the support came from great schools

         15  and great public schools in this City and that

         16  you're continuing that tradition in public colleges

         17  in our City. We're proud of you, we're thrilled for

         18  you and we would love it if you would say a few

         19  words.

         20                 MR. BAUER: Thank you, Speaker.

         21                 I just, I grew up in New York, 100

         22  percent New Yorker. I moved around from Upper West

         23  Side to Queens and out to the Bronx, and I grew up

         24  in the public school system, and I really, now that

         25  I'm older and I can appreciate all the work that our
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          2  elected officials and even the parents of this City

          3  have put into trying to create quality public

          4  education, and you know, I'm really a product of

          5  these programs, and I was so pleased recently to

          6  hear that the Council has been debating these issues

          7  and really focusing on an issue that hasn't been

          8  addressed. I'm very pleased that it is. So, thank

          9  you.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you so much.

         11                 Congratulations to all of you. We're

         12  so thrilled for all of you.

         13                 Is Council Member Barron here?

         14                 Council Member Barron. Oh, my. I know

         15  you have a very special guest that we're honoring

         16  today who we're very pleased is here and I want to

         17  ask you to have the privilege of introducing him to

         18  our colleagues here.

         19                 Council Member Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         21  much, Mr. Speaker.

         22                 I just wanted us to take the

         23  opportunity to salute a real legend in our

         24  community, Dr. Sam Anderson. Please give him a big

         25  hand-clap.
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          2                 Sam Anderson has been a long time

          3  activist here in New York City, and he is the author

          4  of the Holocaust, African Holocaust for Beginners.

          5  Those who want to learn more about reparations and

          6  why we should get paid. Give us a hand-clap. We

          7  should get paid, right, Giff? I'm behaving. I'm

          8  behaving.

          9                 So, the Holocaust, the African

         10  Holocaust for Beginners would give my colleagues and

         11  all of us a good understanding of the Reparations

         12  Movement, but more than that, in addition to that

         13  he's a mathematician, and he works with an excellent

         14  educator over at Medgar Evers College. He works for

         15  the Center for Law and Social Justice, and he works

         16  with Black Educators, a new group that was formed in

         17  New York City to infuse in the curriculum the

         18  underground railroad, the Harriet Tubman Underground

         19  Railroad curriculum, so he has done so much for

         20  education, for activism, for social change, for

         21  revolution in this country, that I really, really am

         22  honored today that we'll be honoring Dr. Sam

         23  Anderson.

         24                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Very good.
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          2                 If we could ask the clerk to read the

          3  proclamation.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

          5  New York, Proclamation.

          6                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          7  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

          8  friends and community members in honoring Dr. Samuel

          9  E. Anderson for his distinguished contributions to

         10  the City of New York; and

         11                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

         12  great privilege of the New York City Council to

         13  honor those citizens who have made a difference in

         14  the lives of others, and today we are immensely

         15  proud to recognize Dr. Samuel E. Anderson, who

         16  exemplifies all that is best in people; and

         17                 Whereas: Dr. Samuel E. Anderson, son

         18  of Lt. Colonel Samuel Anderson retired and mother

         19  Grace Anderson of Hempstead encourage their timeless

         20  son, a veteran activist educator, has been involved

         21  in the black liberation movement on many levels; and

         22                 Whereas: Dr. Samuel E. Anderson, a

         23  graduate of Lincoln university, doctoral studies in

         24  London. He is a mathematician where his teaching

         25  interest is in the importance of young African men
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          2  and women assuming roles in science and technology;

          3  and

          4                 Whereas: Dr. Samuel E. Anderson was

          5  the senior educator and founding members of NOBO:

          6  Journal of African American dialogue. Dr. Anderson

          7  also a founding member of the network of Black

          8  organizers and the Black radical congress (BRC) to

          9  promote dialogue among black activist on the left.

         10  He is an essayist, poet an author of the Black

         11  Holocaust for beginners. Dr. Anderson resides with

         12  his wife, noted author, journalist and human rights

         13  activist Rosemarie Mealy; and

         14                 Whereas: We are truly honored to

         15  recognize Dr. Samuel E. Anderson for all the great

         16  good he has done for so many years. He has enriched

         17  us with his contributions and is worthy of the

         18  esteem of all New Yorkers; now, therefore

         19                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York honors DR. SAMUEL E. ANDERSON for

         21  years of dedicated service to others.

         22                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         23  Entire Council; Charles Barron, Council Member, 32nd

         24  District.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Dr. Anderson, we're
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          2  glad you're here. We appreciate all of your work on

          3  behalf of the people of the City of New York, and we

          4  would be very pleased if you would say a few words.

          5                 DR. ANDERSON: I'd like to thank first

          6  and foremost my wife for surviving all these decades

          7  within the struggle. She only can survive being

          8  married to me because she is also an activist. If

          9  she wasn't an activist, we would have been divorced

         10  many, many years ago. So, that's very important.

         11                 I think, I'd also like to thank

         12  brother Charles Barron, Brother Perkins for their

         13  consistent work within the political arena in New

         14  York City. This is a very special historic occasion,

         15  as was last month, I think it was March, when three

         16  sisters who were activists were also proclaimed to

         17  be true citizens of New York City.

         18                 This is a tradition that goes back

         19  before there was New York City, there was new

         20  Amsterdam. This is a tradition that is in the spirit

         21  of the African people who were buried right around

         22  us, who helped build this City, who helped push

         23  forward from this part all the way up into the

         24  Upstate New York. This, my work is dedicated to

         25  those millions of sisters and brothers who struggled
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          2  to be human beings in spite of the inhumane

          3  atrocities that they had to face. Thank you very

          4  much.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          6                 DR. ANDERSON: One other thing.

          7                 There is a hardworking sister named

          8  Carmen Santana. Many of you may not be able to see

          9  her. She's right here. And without her support,

         10  without her tenacity, a lot of stuff that has

         11  happened in the past few months would not have

         12  occurred. And, so, I also would like to say thank

         13  you, Carmen.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you.

         15  Thank you.

         16                 Congratulations to you, as well.

         17  Congratulations.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All rise for

         19  the pledge.

         20                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Now roll

         22  call.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

          6  present.

          7                 Speaker Miller.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: If my colleagues

          9  could rise with me, I'd like to begin this meeting

         10  with a moment of silence in memory of Pope John

         11  Paul, II, who brought inspiration and faith to

         12  billions across the world.

         13                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         15                 I know that before you sit down that

         16  the Pope would also have wanted us to have

         17  remembered a young man David Iala who was killed in

         18  Afghanistan in a helicopter crash since the last

         19  time that the Council met, and we remember his life

         20  and his legacy also with a moment of silence.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Stay risen

         23  please for the Invocation by Father James Hayes.

         24  Thank you.

         25                 Quiet, please.
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          2                 FATHER HAYES: God, our Creator,

          3  throughout time and history you have chosen

          4  guardians of the public trust, stewards and leaders

          5  of this great City; officials elected to fulfill a

          6  vital role within the City of New York.

          7                 Grant to those gathered here this day

          8  in this historic chamber, members of this City

          9  Council, a sense of inner wisdom and justice.

         10                 Assist these guardians of the trust

         11  with a spirit of collaboration, and we gather this

         12  day in that spirit of collaboration to dialogue,

         13  discuss and vote on issues that will enhance the

         14  quality of the life of all.

         15                 We ask that this City Council meeting

         16  be guided by a greater wisdom, a wisdom that will

         17  enable us to see in a clearer manner, to create new

         18  paths, to discern new directions, and to continue to

         19  plan and fortify this great City.

         20                 Assist these stewards of the City

         21  Council with counsel and fortitude, inspire them

         22  with a sense of justice, as we administer our

         23  office, let right judgments speak to our heart.

         24                 May we encourage due respect for all

         25  life and diversity, promote a sense of the value of
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          2  community, and may our discussions voting and

          3  deliberations become again the foundation of order

          4  and good government.

          5                 Assist the leadership of this City

          6  Council with strength, to discharge their office

          7  with honesty, integrity and ability. Inspire the

          8  leaders gathered here in the spirit of courage. As

          9  we meet, discuss and vote, we ask for guidance in

         10  all our deliberations that our decisions be of

         11  benefit to all in this City.

         12                 As courage guides our deliberations,

         13  let justice and peace act as our guides. May we, as

         14  members of this City Council, move again with clear

         15  purpose to assume again our role as guardians,

         16  stewards, leaders within this greater community, and

         17  in that light we also may as a City Council remember

         18  in a special way the life of John Paul, II, whose

         19  commitment to service to the world on issues of

         20  peace, human rights and justice, will serve as a

         21  paradigm of leadership.

         22                 As the guardians, stewards and

         23  leaders of this great City, we speak in one voice by

         24  saying amen.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

                                                            26

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  spread the invocation. Council Member Palma.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Motion to

          4  spread the invocation in full upon the record.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          6                 Adoption of the Minutes.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I make a

          8  motion that the minutes of the Stated Meeting of

          9  February 16th, 2005, and March 9th, 2005, be

         10  adopted.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So be it.

         12                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         15  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 457, 458, 459

         17  and 460.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Housing and

         19  Buildings.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 461, 462,

         21  463, 464.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Housing and

         23  Buildings.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         25  and Communications.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          4  Call-Ups.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          7  Communication from the Speaker.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I want

          9  to just acknowledge, first of all, the members of

         10  the Sol Weprin Democratic Club who are here with us

         11  today. Thank you. The District Leader is Martha

         12  Taylor and Honey Miller and State Committeewoman

         13  Kate Love, thank you for being here with us.

         14                 I also, since we're remembering

         15  those, we are today remembering one warrior on the

         16  fight against AIDS, Keith Kyler, who unfortunately

         17  passed a year ago, but today we remember his legacy

         18  in an important way by passing legislation to ensure

         19  that those who are being served by the Division of

         20  AIDS Services are getting the housing that they

         21  need.

         22                 Unfortunately, Council Member Gioia's

         23  Investigation Committee uncovered that shocking

         24  failures in the DASA's administration of housing,

         25  and unacceptable living conditions, delays that are
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          2  far too long for people whose immune systems are

          3  compromised, and who need our support and fair and

          4  safe housing.

          5                 This legislation is an important step

          6  in the right direction, Intro. 541-A, and I'm glad

          7  that we will be adopting it today.

          8                 With that, I will move on to the

          9  Discussion of General Orders.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         11  of General Orders.

         12                 Council Member Gioia. Excuse me, I

         13  didn't see you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 It's been said that the moral test of

         17  government is how it treats its most vulnerable

         18  citizens.

         19                 A year ago I released the findings of

         20  investigation that exposed the heinous conditions in

         21  which our City was housing homeless people living

         22  with AIDS, some of the most vulnerable among us.

         23                 We found that the HIV and AIDS

         24  Service Administration or HASA was warehousing

         25  people in rooms infested with rats and roaches, with
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          2  holes in the wall, leaks in the ceilings, and doors

          3  with no locks.

          4                 These hubbles were barely habitable,

          5  let alone medically appropriate, which is what the

          6  law requires.

          7                 Moreover, these miserable little

          8  rooms cost taxpayers up to $2,100 per month. Today,

          9  my colleagues and I send this message: We will no

         10  longer let our most vulnerable citizens fall through

         11  the cracks.

         12                 Time and again, we found that a

         13  bureaucracy that is unchecked and unmonitored is a

         14  bureaucracy that does not serve the public. With

         15  Intro. 541-A, the Keith Kyler Reporting Act, HASA

         16  will no longer go unchecked and unmonitored.

         17                 What this bill does simply is to

         18  increase our government's transparency and

         19  accountability. We are creating a system that

         20  insures our government, costs less, and it works

         21  better.

         22                 By requiring HASA to report regularly

         23  on its performance, we can ensure that the agency

         24  lives up to its mission that we as a City respond to

         25  our neighbors who need us the most.
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          2                 Because we are New Yorkers, we are

          3  compassionate. We know that stabile housing for a

          4  person with AIDS can mean the difference between a

          5  life with dignity, or a daily struggle to survive,

          6  as a City and as a society we choose the former.

          7                 And as New Yorkers, we are also

          8  pragmatic. We will not tolerate the abuse of our 8

          9  million taxpayer dollars. As New Yorkers, we demand

         10  that we get every dime's worth and every taxpayer

         11  dollar.

         12                 This law will help ensure that we are

         13  getting every dime's worth. Keith Kyler was a

         14  pioneering advocate that cofounded Housing Works, an

         15  organization dedicated to ensuring that people

         16  living with AIDS receive adequate shelter and

         17  support.

         18                 We honor him today and his work with

         19  the passage of this bill, which is named in his

         20  honor.

         21                 I thank you very much for your time.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         23                 The Speaker would like to speak.

         24                 I just also want to note that Intro.

         25  380-A is a very important piece of legislation that
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          2  we're going to be passing today, that provides for

          3  uniformed personnel in the City to be treated like

          4  uniformed personnel in the City.

          5                 We have thousands of employees who go

          6  out there to protect us, to enforce the law, to do

          7  jobs that are often not -- that they're often not

          8  thanked for, and the least that we can do is make

          9  sure that they're able to bargain with the

         10  Administration in a way that allows their particular

         11  issues as uniformed personnel to be addressed.

         12                 This legislation doesn't guarantee

         13  anybody anything except the right to bargain for

         14  fair treatment from their employer.

         15                 It's the right thing to do and I'm

         16  glad my colleagues, that you'll be supporting it.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         18  Thank you very much.

         19                 Council Member Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate. I was also getting ready to

         22  talk about Intro. 380-A and I want to thank all of

         23  my colleagues and encourage them to vote on this

         24  issue.

         25                 Today we are voting on legislation
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          2  that in effect grants the same collective bargaining

          3  rights to public employees who in the course of

          4  their duties have similar functions in relation to

          5  the enforcement of laws carrying out important

          6  public safety functions, and responding to

          7  emergencies that threaten public health and safety.

          8                 Intro. 380-A amends the City's

          9  collective bargaining law to grant uniform status

         10  for the purpose of collective bargaining to traffic

         11  and sanitation enforcement agents.

         12                 It would also include fire protection

         13  inspectors, school safety agents and other people

         14  who are facing hazardous duty every day and who

         15  right now do not get any hazardous duty opportunity,

         16  or even sick time to deal with line of duty injury.

         17                 This new law would proscribe only how

         18  bargaining between the City and certain unions would

         19  occur, only bargaining.

         20                 Further, the State's Taylor Law,

         21  which promotes harmonious and cooperative

         22  relationships between government and its employees.

         23                 Intro. 380-A, by acknowledging the

         24  law enforcement functions common to titles covered

         25  by this law, will correct the longstanding injustice
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          2  in our current bargaining structure.

          3                 I urge the passage of this

          4  legislation and wish to thank my colleague, Council

          5  Member Joseph Addabbo, the Chair of the Committee on

          6  Civil Service and Labor, and the members of his

          7  Committee for supporting this legislation.

          8                 I'd like to thank the Speaker for

          9  embracing and understanding the wisdom of this

         10  legislation. This legislation primarily and simply

         11  allowed people to do collective bargaining, to try

         12  to get the benefits to deal with the line of duty

         13  injuries that they're suffering.

         14                 This Council just the other day

         15  passed an amendment to take care of a family of a

         16  sanitation worker who died from a line of duty

         17  injury. We need to be proactive and not reactive.

         18                 We need to give people the

         19  opportunity to --

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council member.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I didn't hear

         23  the bell. I'm sorry.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: That's okay.

         25  Go ahead, finish.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: We need to

          3  allow these people to have the right to bargain for

          4  their own health and benefits package.

          5                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          7                 Thank you. Council Member Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 On a completely different topic, I

         11  want to bring to my colleagues' attention Land Use

         12  No. 372, Reso 929, and Land Use No. 438, Reso 934.

         13                 This is another historic downzoning

         14  in Bayside, Queens, and it continues the policy of a

         15  City Council protecting low-density neighborhoods

         16  throughout this entire City.

         17                 But the one important aspect of this

         18  downzoning that separates it from all the others

         19  that we've approved, is a new contextual category

         20  called R2A, which eliminates the loopholes in the

         21  Building and Zoning Code that have allowed for the

         22  macmansions (phonetic) to be built in many

         23  one-family home districts throughout the entire

         24  city.

         25                 And I'd like to thank the
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          2  Administration, Commissioner Amanda Burden at

          3  Department of City Planning, the Speaker and the

          4  Land Use staff, Gale Benjamin and Adriana Garcia for

          5  working with me to put this application together.

          6                 This is an historic step, and I know

          7  that many neighborhoods throughout the entire City

          8  will now be applying for the R2A category.

          9                 I urge all of my colleagues to

         10  approve these Land Use rezonings.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Katz. Melinda.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

         15  Public Advocate.

         16                 Today on the agenda, also on a

         17  different topic, is what has been known as the

         18  billboard legislation. It creates the capability of

         19  the Buildings Department to enforce the Buildings

         20  Code that now exists.

         21                 Years ago we passed a voluntary

         22  compliance provision for the industry in order to

         23  police itself.

         24                 That has been a failure in the

         25  industry and because of that we have the capacity of

                                                            36

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  losing millions and millions of dollars in federal

          3  transportation funds.

          4                 We have worked very hard with the

          5  Administration and also with the industry in order

          6  to come up with some compromises, and this I believe

          7  today at legislation presents the best and fairest

          8  way for the Buildings Department to come in and

          9  actually enforce the law that exists today.

         10                 We've gotten rid of the voluntary

         11  compliance provision. Once the Buildings Department

         12  comes up with Rules and Regulations, they will be

         13  able to go in and enforce the present law.

         14                 I would like to truly thank the Land

         15  Use Division. Gale and Chris and Carol who work so

         16  hard to make sure that we get here today. It has

         17  been a full four years in the making, Madam Public

         18  Advocate.

         19                 I'd also like to give credit to the

         20  Administration, the Buildings Department, Patricia

         21  Lancaster, and Phyllis, the Counsel, who worked with

         22  us day in and day out to make sure that we have a

         23  piece of legislation that is fair, that is just, and

         24  that will give them the power that they need in

         25  order to go and do the job that they are supposed to
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          2  do.

          3                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          4  Advocate. I'd love the support of my colleagues.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 As Chair of the Civil Service and

         10  Labor Committee, I want to commend Council Member

         11  Comrie and his staff on Intro. 380-A. I'm just glad

         12  to have had the opportunity as Chair of the Labor

         13  Committee to have voted out favorably upon my

         14  committee, but what we need to consider, when

         15  considering the roles and obligations that these

         16  City workers have and the danger they're put in and

         17  when we consider their dedication and commitment, we

         18  must also consider to do the right thing by these

         19  City workers in the collective bargaining.

         20                 And again, it is like the Speaker

         21  said, the right thing to do. And, again, I'm

         22  grateful that I'm being a part of it and that we are

         23  doing this today. So, thank you very much. And

         24  Council Member Comrie, thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Jennings.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I would like to call the attention to

          6  my colleagues for the topic of Land Use No. 419 and

          7  Reso 931. This is to the downzoning of a certain

          8  neighborhood in my district from Baisely Boulevard

          9  to Rockaway Boulevard, from 137th Avenue.

         10                 And I want to thank the Chairman of

         11  the Subcommittee on Land Use, Chairman Avella, for

         12  all his efforts in helping this bill go through the

         13  Committee smoothly, and on behalf of my community,

         14  we have had so much over-development, people coming

         15  into the neighborhood, taking one-family homes and

         16  turning them into four units of two-family homes,

         17  wrecking the value of our neighborhoods.

         18                 So, I want to again thank Chairman

         19  Avella and urge all of you to please vote yes on

         20  Land Use No. 419 and 931. I thank you all in

         21  advance. Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         23  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of
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          2  Standing Committees.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          4  Committee on Civil Service and Labor. Intro. 292.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 380-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          8  on the General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 602.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         13  Committee on Finance.

         14                 Intro. 547.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 609-A.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         19  on the General Order Calendar with a message of

         20  necessity.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         22  Committee on General Welfare.

         23                 Intro. 541-A.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         25  on the general order calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Land Use.

          4                 LU 320 and companion Reso 926.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 321,

          8  companion Reso 927.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 369 and

         12  companion Reso 928.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 372 and

         16  companion Reso 929.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 419 and

         20  companion Reso 930.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 420 and

         24  companion Reso 931.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 421 and

          4  companion Reso 932.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 422 and

          8  companion Reso 933.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  LU 438 and companion Reso 934.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         17                 Preconsidered M 465 and companion

         18  Reso 935.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  General Order Calendar.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         22  Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 423-A.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         25  General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          3  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          5  General Order Calendar.

          6                 At this point I would call the roll

          7  on all items coupled on the General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you so

          3  much.

          4                 I just wanted to congratulate my

          5  colleague Council Member Leroy Comrie for making

          6  sure that Intro. 380-A would be a reality today.

          7                 I know firsthand being Chair of the

          8  Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services the

          9  struggles for the fire inspectors in many other

         10  similar types of entities in our City that provide a

         11  very visible public service, but don't have the

         12  ability to really collectively bargain commensurate

         13  with the type of service that they provide to our

         14  City and today, my colleagues, we have an

         15  opportunity to give them that leverage they need to

         16  make it so.

         17                 So, to Council Member Leroy Comrie,

         18  hats off to you, and I vote aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, if I might be excused to explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

         24                 I spoke about Intro. 380-A, and I

         25  want to congratulate all that have been involved in
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          2  it.

          3                 But I'd be remiss if I did not

          4  congratulate Council Member Katz on all of her work

          5  that she's done regarding Intro. 432-A, regarding

          6  the advertising, and also the Speaker with the

          7  understanding the need that there's a rezoning

          8  necessary and looking to City Planning to put some

          9  money in the next year so that we can take a real

         10  look at zoning as regards to billboards in the new

         11  millennium as opposed to the old millennium when

         12  this was done.

         13                 I want to thank her for all the

         14  concerns in the hearings and the multitude of

         15  meetings that she's had regarding Intro. 423-A.

         16                 Again, also I want to thank and

         17  request everyone both for Intro. 380-A. I just

         18  collected one new vote. I think it's an important

         19  bill for collective bargaining rights for employees.

         20                 I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all,

          9  with the exception of 423-A, which I vote no.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         18  all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all,

         23  especially 292, Intro. 380-A and Intro. 602.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         20  all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Madam Public

         25  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to explain my
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          2  vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Okay. First of

          5  all, I want to, of course, thank my colleague, Leroy

          6  Comrie and Chair Katz for the great work that they

          7  did for Intro. 380.

          8                 But also Tony Avella and, again,

          9  Chairwoman Katz, for this one in particular.

         10                 This issue throughout the City, I

         11  know you're well aware of it, as many of my

         12  colleagues are. The need for down-zoning throughout

         13  so many parts of this City, as I referred to, what

         14  the developers are doing right now, they're like in

         15  a shark frienzy, and they see blood and they're

         16  actually driving people out of their homes in some

         17  cases with large sums of money, and I call it "the

         18  uglification" of our communities where they're

         19  taking down a one-family home and putting up

         20  eight-story buildings, and this is throughout my

         21  community and I hear this throughout many of my

         22  colleagues' buildings as well, and we all need to

         23  put pressure on this Administration and City

         24  Planning to accelerate the process. It should not

         25  take too many years to do this. This should be able
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          2  to be done in a matter of six months to a year.

          3                 We're looking at stadiums here and

          4  there, these are the big issues of the day, burning

          5  issues. While we have a cancer seeping throughout

          6  our entire community, and this is the uglification

          7  of New York City, which has to be addressed as soon

          8  as we all can possibly get together on it.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I vote aye on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I be

         18  excused to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I vote aye on

         21  all. I want to especially make some remarks with

         22  regard to 380-A. These are first class uniformed

         23  civil servants who at the bargaining table, however,

         24  are treated second class.

         25                 Intro. 380-A gives them first class
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          2  treatment along with their counterparts who are

          3  uniformed civil servants and who at the bargaining

          4  table are treated as equals, now they'll be treated

          5  as equals.

          6                 Thank you so much for the work that

          7  they do. I vote, once again, aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes on

         10  all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all,

         11  except I abstain on LU 372 and LU 438.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         19  All items on today's General Order Calendar were

         20  adopted by a vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in

         21  the negative, zero abstentions, with the exception

         22  of Intro. 423-A, which was adopted by a vote of 49

         23  in the affirmative, one in the negative, zero

         24  abstentions, and LU 372 and Reso 929, which was

         25  adopted by a vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in
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          2  the negative and one abstention.

          3                 And preconsidered LU 438 and Reso

          4  934, which was adopted by a vote of 49 in the

          5  affirmative, zero in the negative, one abstention.

          6                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

          8  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

          9  schedule.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         11  of Resolutions.

         12                 Seeing nobody, you sure nobody wants

         13  to talk about their resolutions? Oh.

         14                 Andrew Lanza, Council Member Lanza,

         15  would you like to say something about the

         16  resolution? You put up your hand.

         17                 Council Member Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I don't want

         19  this week's meeting to be that much shorter than

         20  next week's.

         21                 Just on the Reso, I don't have the

         22  number in front of me, on community service block

         23  grants. We tried to hold a press conference

         24  yesterday. Council Member Martinez, who is the prime

         25  sponsor of this reso, tried to hold a press
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          2  conference with me and a number of our colleagues

          3  yesterday, and nobody came.

          4                 And I'm talking about press, Betsy,

          5  don't worry about it.

          6                 And the fact of the matter is that

          7  this is a very, very serious issue, that we're going

          8  to be cost tens of millions of dollars here in the

          9  City of New York if the Bush Administration pushes

         10  through what they're calling a consolidation of

         11  community service block grants. Because their

         12  consolidation is a cut, and that cut will trickle

         13  down to the City of New York, the programs that

         14  we're going to then be asked to fund.

         15                 You've got to pay attention to this

         16  one. You've got to come out and speak your mind, and

         17  the volume level on this issue in this Council has

         18  to be raised. So please vote aye loudly.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 Remember on resolutions you only have

         22  one minute.

         23                 Somebody else? Oh, okay.

         24                 Okay, seeing nobody else,

         25  Resolutions.
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          2                 Reso 890-A.

          3                 All in favor?

          4                 Opposed?

          5                 Adopted.

          6                 General Discussion.

          7                 Council Member James.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I rise today to

          9  talk about the death of three revolutionaries. The

         10  first being the Pope. A gentle soul who brought

         11  freedom to Eastern Europe, who inspired hope and

         12  brought democracy --

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         14  please. I can't hear the Council member.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Who brought

         16  democracy to Eastern Europe through the power of

         17  faith and a yearning for freedom. A simple man who

         18  died in a simple box, simply to be closer to his

         19  God.

         20                 I also want to talk about the death

         21  of two revolutionaries who inspired me to go to law

         22  school. Jonny Cochran and Judge Bruce Wright.

         23                 Jonny Cochran and Judge Bruce Wright

         24  both challenged the judicial system, and in the case

         25  of just Judge Bruce Wright, he was an author and
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          2  legal scholar, a black man who was ready to take on

          3  the injustices and inequities of this world. His

          4  life, as he put it in the forward of his book, has

          5  been an incredible adventure in segregation and

          6  integration.

          7                 These two men were never afraid to

          8  take on the status quo and they lived their life to

          9  the fullest. May all of these giant souls rest in

         10  peace.

         11                 I also want to talk about --

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         13  please. It's very difficult to hear the Council

         14  Member.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

         16  Thank you.

         17                 I also want to talk about the case of

         18  Roshan Brazil, a young, a 19-year-old young, gay

         19  black man, whose body parts were found throughout

         20  Central Brooklyn in the subway system.

         21                 Unfortunately, this has not gained

         22  much press, because he was young, gay, black and

         23  male. I want to thank the Administration for raising

         24  the award most recently after some pressure, adding

         25  $10,000. But more needs to be done, more resources
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          2  need to be directed to the individuals who are

          3  responsible for the murder, the heinous murder of

          4  Roshan Brazil.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council member.

          8                 Council Member Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 Two weeks ago, Blare and Anita Mason,

         12  a hearing-impaired couple from Douglaston in my

         13  district, were killed in their home by carbon

         14  monoxide poisoning. My condolences go out to their

         15  family and friends.

         16                 There is a lesson to be learned from

         17  the Mason's death. According to reports, the couple

         18  did not hear their carbon monoxide detector go off.

         19  It is possible that if the Mason's detector had been

         20  one that was adapted for the hard-of-hearing or

         21  deaf, in that it was equipped with flashing lights

         22  or strobe lights, the Mason's may have been informed

         23  of the presence of carbon monoxide in their home,

         24  and able to notify the Fire Department and get out

         25  of their house in time.
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          2                 In May of last year, this Council

          3  passed Intro. 4-A, which required owners of most

          4  houses and apartment buildings in the City of New

          5  York to install carbon monoxide detectors in their

          6  dwellings.

          7                 However, this bill did not provide

          8  for the special circumstances of the hard of hearing

          9  or deaf household like the Masons.

         10                 Today I am introducing a bill that

         11  will amend the carbon monoxide detectors --

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         13  please. I can't hear the Council Member. You're very

         14  noisy today.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Stop the

         16  clock.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Well, I

         18  won't go that far.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Today I'm

         20  introducing a bill that will amend the carbon

         21  monoxide detectors law to require owners at most

         22  type of dwellings in New York to install hard of

         23  hearing of deaf adopted carbon monoxide detectors.

         24                 This is upon notification of a person

         25  in the household that is either deaf or hearing
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          2  impaired. Carbon monoxide is the leading cause of

          3  poisoning death in the United States, and one of ten

          4  Americans is hard of hearing.

          5                 The number reaches four in ten for

          6  those over 65 years of age. It is important to keep

          7  in mind the special needs of certain members of our

          8  society when passing laws that are meant to keep

          9  everyone safer.

         10                 I hope you will join me in

         11  co-sponsoring this legislation. Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 My colleagues, I rise this afternoon

         17  to bring to your attention Resolutions 913 on page

         18  two. Resolution 914 on page two, and Reso 921 on

         19  page four.

         20                 As you see, this has to do with the

         21  tax issue for many of the residents in the City that

         22  own homes and how they've been hit with excessive

         23  taxes as a result of rehabbing their homes.

         24                 So, I ask you to look at these resos

         25  and join myself and Council Member Perkins as prime
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          2  sponsors of this resolution and sign on with us.

          3                 So, if you have homes that your

          4  homeowners have been hit with heavy tax burdens, as

          5  a result of rehabs, then please sign onto this

          6  resolution. Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

         10  just rise to indicate that as we're sitting here

         11  there are about a thousand Mitchell-Lama tenants in

         12  Albany today, some went from the west side, thanks

         13  to the Speaker and our office, making sure that they

         14  had a bus, food and coffee, and the idea is to make

         15  sure that all Mitchell-Lama residents, when the

         16  unfortunate buy-out takes place are able to be

         17  stabilized renters as opposed to only some,

         18  depending on when your building was occupied.

         19                 This is a group of residents, co-op

         20  and rentals, that are the backbone of many of our

         21  communities and that are facing very drastic changes

         22  in terms of the composition and the rental in those

         23  particular buildings and it goes back to the issue

         24  of how do we preserve affordable housing.

         25                 So, I congratulate all thousand
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          2  tenants who went to Albany today, and to say that I

          3  think all of us continue the fight for affordable

          4  housing. But congratulate everyone in the

          5  Mitchell-Lama movement.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me.

          8  Council Member Stewart and his friend.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you.

         10  Today I am introducing a resolution, 924, urging

         11  Congress not to pass the REAL ID Act, which is being

         12  discussed on the floor today by the Senate as we

         13  speak.

         14                 This Act contains numerous provisions

         15  that will hurt immigrants in New York City and

         16  nationwide as we make it more difficult for refugees

         17  fleeing persecution to seek asylum in the United

         18  States. The REAL ID Act has been tacked onto an

         19  emergency supplemental appropriation bill, which

         20  pressures the senate to pass the bill without

         21  adequate discussion or examination of the provisions

         22  of the REAL ID Act that hurts immigrants.

         23                 I ask you to join me in urging

         24  Congress not to pass the REAL ID Act by supporting

         25  this resolution.

                                                            60

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: In February, I

          6  stood up on the floor here to tell everyone the

          7  sorry state of summer job funding in this year's

          8  budget.

          9                 It's now April 11th, and there are

         10  still 11,500 summer jobs in the budget. That's it.

         11                 The State of New York has passed

         12  something that they're calling a budget. If you know

         13  how much money was in it for summer jobs? Anybody

         14  know? Zero. Zero.

         15                 We had 40,000 young people employed

         16  in this City when we took office. We had 34,000 last

         17  year. The budget number is 11,500 right now.

         18  Remember that as we go into our delegations, as we

         19  go into the budget process, as we talk to our

         20  colleagues who rule in Albany, that's just

         21  unacceptable. Please keep that in mind. Make our

         22  kids a priority this summer.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Gentile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: On Reso 912,
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          2  after many days reverent ceremony, commentary,

          3  public and private prayer, how can we add to the

          4  homage so deservedly bestowed on our holy departed

          5  Pope John Paul, II?

          6                 So, I introduce this resolution 912,

          7  commemorating the Holy Father's life and service.

          8                 I offer that this resolution honors a

          9  man of great integrity and sincerity. Integrity and

         10  sincerity about his faith, about his mission, about

         11  his love for human kind, about his sense of justice

         12  and opportunity and of peace.

         13                 A traditional beloved Christian hymm

         14  includes in its words "be not afraid, I go before

         15  you always."

         16                 Imbued with his maker's unconditional

         17  love that went before him always, John Paul was not

         18  afraid to radiate that unconditional love to

         19  millions all over the world, so that many felt they

         20  knew him personally because his love, God's love

         21  touched themself.

         22                 One mourner even said to me that

         23  while she couldn't be in Rome for the funeral, she

         24  felt compelled to touch the image of John Paul's

         25  casket on the TV screen because that's one example
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          2  of how powerfully he reached our hearts with God's

          3  love.

          4                 And John Paul was fearless to steer

          5  down in justice and wrongdoing, and by not being

          6  afraid, he changed the world for the better.

          7                 I ask my colleagues to join me on

          8  this resolution that puts this City Council on

          9  record, extolling spiritual substantive

         10  contributions of His Holy Man of God, who in this

         11  life was known as John Paul, II, but in death is

         12  quickly becoming known as Pope John Paul The Great.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Nelson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         16  Betsy Gotbaum, Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 My colleague, Mr. Gentile, please put

         18  me, if you can, close to number two as possible,

         19  that --

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I'm already

         21  there.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: You're already

         23  there, Alan?

         24                 Okay, this man, if you do not respect

         25  this man and revere him, no matter what religion you

                                                            63

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  are affiliated with, then I believe you're not

          3  following your religion closely enough.

          4                 This man was one of the most

          5  respected people in my entire lifetime that I've

          6  ever had this respect for, and he will be sorely

          7  missed.

          8                 I will just go to now another issue

          9  called Columbia University. They have never missed

         10  an opportunity to miss an opportunity to do

         11  something I felt was correct.

         12                 One situation after another they have

         13  tripped over their feet. I am holding President

         14  Bollinger responsible, as a lot of my colleagues are

         15  as well. We waited, we were responsible, we did not

         16  go out there kicking and screaming to the press. We

         17  visited Columbia, we had people visit us at Columbia

         18  and we didn't make any strong public statements. We

         19  were waiting for that report to come out and sure

         20  enough that report did, and that did not disappoint

         21  us.

         22                 The report is certainly not credible.

         23  The people involved with it from the get-go were

         24  biased to this particular issue they were supposed

         25  to be investigating. You talk about the fox and the
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          2  hen house. I will be introducing a resolution in

          3  time for the next Stated Meeting, and if my

          4  colleagues are as frustrated by this lack of justice

          5  as I am, we will all sign onto this, and send this

          6  time a clear, strong message to the President of

          7  Columbia University and to the members involved with

          8  this and to the Board of Trustees and to their

          9  alumni association, to which Columbia no doubt is

         10  very concerned about.

         11                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         15  very much. I want to lend my voice to that of my

         16  colleague, Council Member Jackson, with regard to

         17  resos 913, 194 and 921 -- 914 and 921. These are

         18  resolutions that were born out of a crisis that took

         19  place most dramatically in the Harlem community when

         20  homeowners brought to the attention of the public

         21  the shortcomings, the unintended consequences of a

         22  state law that imposed huge increases in their

         23  assessments and in their taxes in which not only

         24  were their taxes doubled, tripled, but in some cases

         25  increased a thousand fold. And obviously this law
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          2  was not intended to punish or discourage folks from

          3  fixing up their homes. This is not a problem unique

          4  to Harlem, we have seen this happen in other

          5  neighborhoods where substantial rehabilitation is

          6  taking place.

          7                 And the reason that has come to light

          8  is because the law since 1981 was not enforced, it

          9  began to be enforced in the last three years. These

         10  resolutions move toward addressing some of those

         11  problems.

         12                 I also would like to call attention

         13  to Reso 922. We are about to celebrate the 40th

         14  anniversary of the Landmarks Preservation Law, that

         15  extraordinary law that we have been using to

         16  preserve the history of our City in terms of

         17  historic sites and other historic places, including

         18  building. On April 19th, we will celebrate the 40th

         19  anniversary. This resolution acknowledges that. I

         20  urge my colleagues to join me in acknowledging that

         21  very, very important date in the history of New

         22  York, a history that has had resonance throughout

         23  the nation, because other parts of the country have

         24  begun to follow New York's lead in that regard.

         25                 And last but not least, I'd like to
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          2  add my voice to the murder of Rashon Brazil, the

          3  19-year-old African American who was butchered and

          4  whose killer has not yet been found, and I urge the

          5  Mayor to do what he can.

          6                 Thank you so much.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council member.

          9                 Council Member Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you.

         11                 I'm pleased to announce, this is in

         12  regards to Intro. 614. I'm introducing legislation

         13  with Council Member Moskowitz that would create paid

         14  family leave for managerial and confidential (sic)

         15  employees of the City of New York.

         16                 As you know, the Council has made a

         17  policy of granting paid leave for Council employees

         18  caring for a newborn or adopted child.

         19                 New York State's Collective

         20  Bargaining Law prevents the Council from extending

         21  this benefit to all City employees.

         22                 However, child care is a necessary

         23  part of economic development. As a City, we need

         24  viable child care, including time off to care for a

         25  newborn or adopted child, to allow the parents and
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          2  workers of the City of New York to attain their full

          3  potential.

          4                 So, we are introducing this bill to

          5  push the City to offer this benefit to all City

          6  employees, and we are introducing this bill as a

          7  symbol of our commitment to developing viable child

          8  care policies broadly.

          9                 So, I thank you and ask all of my

         10  colleagues to sign onto Intro. 614. Thank you, Madam

         11  Public Advocate.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Lopez. Margarita.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you. I

         15  just want to remind the members of this house that

         16  the Department of Motor Vehicles pretty soon is

         17  going to get ready to sell the last 300 medallions

         18  attached to yellow taxis.

         19                 We in this Council approved the sale

         20  of 900 medallions, so far not a single one of them

         21  have been wheelchair accessible.

         22                 It is time for this Council to

         23  represent all citizens of this City. I have a piece

         24  of legislation pending in this Council that will

         25  make possible all of the taxis of the yellow
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          2  industry be wheelchair accessible.

          3                 Wheelchair accessibility in taxis is

          4  about making clear that this Council will not stand

          5  for discrimination against one group of citizens. We

          6  continue not to give a hearing to that bill. We

          7  continue not to listening to the plight of the

          8  disabled community who need transportation in this

          9  City, who is not included in the transportation

         10  system that exists now, and this Council claimed to

         11  be a representative of the people, for the people

         12  and by the people. Well, if that is the case, how

         13  about giving a hearing to that particular piece of

         14  legislation? How about passing that legislation? How

         15  about making sure that the last 300 medallions that

         16  are going to be sold to yellow taxis are going to be

         17  wheelchair accessible, and that we are not going to

         18  continue in this City discriminating bluntly against

         19  people with disability the way that we are doing it

         20  right now.

         21                 When is it going to be? When is it

         22  that we're going to stop it? And when is it that we

         23  really going to give equal opportunity under the law

         24  to people with disabilities in this house.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Reyna.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I rise today to

          5  call the attention of my colleagues to honor

          6  Resolution 923.

          7                 923 is calling for the modification

          8  of the Greenpoint Williamsburg rezoning plan to

          9  guarantee the 40 percent of new residential housing

         10  proposed on the rezoning to be affordable. According

         11  to the 2002 New York City Housing and Vacancy

         12  Survey, almost 23 percent of New York City renters

         13  pay more than 50 percent of their net income for

         14  housing, most of whom live in communities such as

         15  Greenpoint and Williamsburg.

         16                 City Planning stated low and moderate

         17  income residents living in unprotected housing units

         18  in several census tracks within the proposed action

         19  and primary study area constitute a population at

         20  risk. That is potentially subject to indirect

         21  displacement.

         22                 I call upon my colleagues to support

         23  our request for this resolution of 40 percent

         24  affordable housing in Williamsburg Greenpoint to

         25  protect the families that so much are in need of our
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          2  assistance.

          3                 I thank those of you who have signed

          4  onto Resolution 923 and I call upon all of my

          5  colleagues to continue supporting this resolution.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, I wanted to alert my colleagues to a press

         11  conference that Council Member Tish James and myself

         12  are calling tomorrow regarding an action that

         13  happened at PS 34 in my district involving Haitian

         14  American children that were subjected by the

         15  assistant principal to sit on the floor in the

         16  cafeteria during school hours and be humiliated to

         17  eat lunch, and then further humiliating them by

         18  asking them to eat with their hands. To eat with

         19  their hands in front of their entire class, in front

         20  of their teacher, in front of their fellow students.

         21  This action has happened, it's been documented.

         22  These children have written about it. They have been

         23  traumatized by this incident.

         24                 DOE, although they've gone out to the

         25  school with their special investigations office, has
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          2  done absolutely nothing to talk to these children,

          3  to do any counseling for these children. This is an

          4  emerging class that is trying to learn English,

          5  they're trying to be acclimated to this country, but

          6  because they have done absolutely nothing, they've

          7  done no intervention to stop the continued

          8  harassment by the Administration to get these

          9  children to change their statement. These children

         10  have had to go back to school every day with

         11  absolutely no help, no assistance, nobody reaching

         12  out to them.

         13                 Although we've called on DOE over a

         14  week ago, to at least give them some response, the

         15  Department of Education to date has said absolutely

         16  nothing to these young elementary school children

         17  who are here in this country to become citizens, to

         18  become productive people, to become honest members

         19  of this society, and they're being treated by

         20  third-class citizens -- they are being treated, as

         21  the teacher told them, as monkeys. They're being

         22  given no assistance and no relief, no counseling, no

         23  opportunity to having an open discussion about this

         24  matter. Although we've reached out to DOE many

         25  times.

                                                            72

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 We're going to have a press

          3  conference tomorrow at 10:00 here in City Hall. I

          4  invite all of my colleagues to attend, and anyone

          5  else that's interested in justice for these children

          6  who have been maligned.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          9  nobody else, meeting of April 12th is adjourned.

         10                 Oh, Gifford, sorry. Mr. Speaker,

         11  excuse me.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just want to, as we

         13  adjourn the meeting, I want to do so in memory of

         14  Judge Bruce Wright, a great jurist, a great New

         15  Yorker, and someone who gave his live in public

         16  service, and I hope as we adjourn the meeting we can

         17  remember his memory. Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All right,

         19  meeting adjourned.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 2:50 p.m.)
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          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 12th day of April 2005.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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