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          1  COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Good morning.

          3  Welcome to the Committee on Transportation. My name

          4  is John Liu. I have the privilege of chairing this

          5  Committee.

          6                 Today the Committee will conduct a

          7  hearing on four bills related to the taxicab and

          8  for-hire vehicle industries, for-hire vehicles also

          9  known as community call cars.

         10                 We do this through the use of

         11  economic incentives. These bills will provide a

         12  fresh overhaul of taxicabs by making them more

         13  user-friendly for people with disabilities, and for

         14  people who want to breathe clean air in New York

         15  City, without imposing a burden on taxi owners.

         16                 Proposed Intro. No. 158-A, introduced

         17  by Council Member Yassky, would extend the service

         18  life of accessible and clean-air taxicabs.

         19                 Proposed Intro. No. 352-A, introduced

         20  by Council Member Gennaro, would require the Taxi

         21  and Limousine Commission to develop and implement

         22  the plan to significantly increase the number of

         23  clean air and accessible taxicabs and for-hire

         24  vehicles and to provide information about such

         25  vehicles to the respective industries.

                                                            3

          1  COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

          2                 Proposed Intro. Number 353-A, also

          3  introduced by Council Member Gennaro, will require

          4  clean air vehicles to be clearly identified as such

          5  and for clean-air taxicabs to provide information

          6  about such taxicabs to their passengers.

          7                 Proposed Intro. No. 354-A, introduced

          8  by Council Member Koppell, would require wheelchair

          9  insignias to be placed on the exterior of wheelchair

         10  accessible taxicabs and for-hire vehicles.

         11                 I want to thank the Speaker for

         12  assembling a large task force of Council staff to

         13  address these important issues, and my colleagues

         14  for introducing their respective bills, that will

         15  make New York cleaner and help people with

         16  disabilities to get around.

         17                 I also want to thank the work of the

         18  staff, many of whom are on the task force, assembled

         19  by Speaker Christine Quinn, Philip Hom, the Counsel

         20  to this Committee, Donna DeCostanzo, the Counsel to

         21  the Environmental Protection Committee, Mari

         22  DePedro, Legislative Counsel, Ron Kim, Policy

         23  Analyst, Chima Obichere, Finance Analyst, Rocco

         24  D'Angelo, Finance Analyst, Laura Popa, Jeff

         25  Haberman, and Robert Newman. And I want to recognize
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          2  the colleagues who are here in this hearing. Council

          3  Member Larry Seabrook from the Bronx, Council Member

          4  Miguel Martinez from Manhattan, Council Member David

          5  Yassky from Brooklyn, Council Member Joe Addabbo

          6  from Queens, Council Member Diana Reyna from

          7  Brooklyn and Queens, Council Member Mike McMahon

          8  from Staten Island, Council Member Andrew Lanza from

          9  Staten Island, Council Member Daniel Garodnick from

         10  Manhattan, Council Member Oliver Koppell from the

         11  Bronx, and Council Member Jessica Lappin from

         12  Manhattan.

         13                 And let me turn the floor over to the

         14  sponsors of the legislation that we're about to vote

         15  on to see if they have any brief comments.

         16                 Council Member David Yassky.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I commend you

         18  for your insight in knowing I would want to make a

         19  brief comment. Living up to my stereotype of

         20  politician, I must comment, if given the

         21  opportunity.

         22                 I just want to thank you, Chair Liu,

         23  for moving this bill today. It's I think a very

         24  positive step forward, as we've discussed for quite

         25  some time now. I think there are enormous
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          2  environmental gains to be made in changing the

          3  City's taxi fleet to gas electric hybrid. It is

          4  certainly my hope that this will move us forward in

          5  that direction.

          6                 I know that the members of the taxi

          7  industry believe that it will, and are committed to

          8  doing that, and I look forward to passing this. I

          9  think you, Mr. Chair.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Thank you, Council

         11  Member Yassky.

         12                 Council Member Oliver Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you,

         14  Mr. Chairman. I'm glad that we've been able to put

         15  together this group of bills that indicate the

         16  Council's strong support for both accessible and

         17  clean-air vehicles.

         18                 As you know, we had some success this

         19  past year, with your help, Mr. Chairman, in getting

         20  more accessible vehicles on the road. We had a very

         21  successful sale, or the City had a very successful

         22  sale of accessible vehicles last June, we anticipate

         23  the sale of 150 more medallions providing for

         24  accessible vehicles, and I note that one of the

         25  bills we're passing today requires that the TLC to
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          2  move to develop more clean air and accessible

          3  vehicles in the fleet, as well as the bills

          4  providing some incentives for that.

          5                 So, I think that the Council has

          6  indicated, and is again today indicating a strong

          7  commitment to both accessible and clean air

          8  vehicles. I have said, and I believe that this

          9  Council stands in the position that we would like to

         10  see the entire fleet, both accessible and

         11  environmentally sound, as soon as possible.

         12                 That's our objective, and we don't

         13  want to do anything that would delay that objective.

         14  In fact, today we're doing some things to advance

         15  that objective.

         16                 So, I'm delighted we've come as far

         17  as we have and I look forward to our moving forward

         18  further, especially after we have some experience

         19  with these new vehicles that are going on the

         20  streets as we speak, and I think that before too

         21  long, hopefully perhaps in the next year, we can

         22  look at this whole issue even once again. But this

         23  is a good step forward, several good steps forward.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Thank you very much.

         25                 I certainly want to echo the comments
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          2  made by Council Members Koppell and Yassky.

          3                 Every year for the last five years we

          4  have undertaken legislation to make our taxi fleet

          5  here in New York City more user-friendly, in terms

          6  of people with disabilities, and also people who are

          7  concerned about the environment and the air that we

          8  breathe. And so we're very happy to push forth with

          9  these four bills today.

         10                 I would certainly recommend a yes

         11  vote, my colleagues. And at this point, let me ask

         12  the clerk to call the roll. And I think we can

         13  couple all of the bills together. So, let's couple

         14  all four bills.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Liu.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Mr. Chair, I

         21  just want to commend you and your staff for again

         22  this hearing, as well as the Speaker's Office, as

         23  well as my colleagues regarding these bills, and I

         24  vote yes on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Can I be

          5  excused to explain my vote, Mr. Chair?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Briefly.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Certainly I

          8  support all of the bills, but particularly I want to

          9  speak on Intro. 351-A, which would require the

         10  for-hire vehicles, not require but actually asking

         11  the TLC to create a plan to promote the use of clean

         12  air and accessible taxicab in the for-hire industry.

         13                 I think this is a very important

         14  first step in addressing this issue in the for-hire

         15  industry and I would encourage also that as part of

         16  that plan that the TLC includes the members of the

         17  industry to be a part of the development of this

         18  plan. As you know, it's a very complex industry in

         19  which most of these vehicles are independently

         20  owned, from the bases that they operate, and at the

         21  same time you also have the fleet operation and so

         22  forth.

         23                 So, I strongly support the intro and

         24  this very important first step in addressing this

         25  issue in that industry. I would also want to be on
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          2  the record also asking for TLC to be inclusive of

          3  the industry in the creation of that plan, so I vote

          4  aye on all.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Thank you, Council

          6  Member Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         11  Mr. Chairman.

         12                 May I be excused to explain my vote?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Please.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: First of

         15  all, I certainly want to thank the sponsors who have

         16  put forward these bills and they're certainly in the

         17  right direction, and I certainly would like to vote

         18  aye on all and be included on all of the bills

         19  that's there. Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Thank you. Please

         21  add Council Member Seabrook as a sponsor to all

         22  these bills.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Mr. Chair, may

          3  I be excused to explain my vote?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: You know, as

          6  I've stated before at hearings of this Committee, I

          7  believe that taxis of this City, like in other

          8  places, really are part of our transportation

          9  system, and there are over 13,000 of them on the

         10  road, and ensuring that they are the least harmful

         11  to our environment as possible as important, and

         12  also making sure that disabled New Yorkers are able

         13  to use them is very, very important. And I think

         14  these bills bring us certainly closer to that goal,

         15  and that we should continue to work with the TLC

         16  towards, and I vote aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of ten in

         20  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         21  abstentions, all items are adopted. Council Members,

         22  please sign the Committee reports. Thank you.

         23                 Clerk, please keep the roll open

         24  until the next hearing. Thank you.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 11:04 a.m.)
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