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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have one

          3  ceremonial ceremony to accomplish before we begin

          4  our formal business today. And as you know, we take

          5  a moment to honor great New Yorkers who have

          6  contributed a great deal to this City and made us

          7  proud, and today we have a very, very special New

          8  Yorker, Dr. Vladimir Kvint. I hope I said that all

          9  right. Who is here, and we would ask him to come

         10  forward, please. And he has brought with him his

         11  family. His lovely wife I think is here. Come on up.

         12  And we also have Seragay Godmonin (phonetic), the

         13  Russian Consul General, as well as Seragay

         14  Bohadrelsiv (phonetic), who is the Ukranian Consul

         15  General, and a number of other distinguished

         16  figures. Please Vladimir, come up here.

         17                 We're going to ask the Clerk to read

         18  the Proclamation.

         19                 But Vladimir is an extraordinary New

         20  Yorker and we're going to ask the Clerk to read the

         21  proclamation, but I think that what's special about

         22  Vladimir is what's special about our City, which is

         23  that we attract the best and the brightest, but we

         24  don't just attract the best and the brightest in

         25  terms of minds, although Vladimir is an
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          2  extraordinary world-renowned economist and thinker,

          3  but we also attract the best and brightest in terms

          4  of hearts, and one of the things that makes this

          5  City unique is that when people come here they don't

          6  forget about where they've come from and they give

          7  of themselves to try to improve conditions for

          8  people who have arrived and for people who are still

          9  coming here. And in so many different ways you have

         10  done that and so we're very proud to be able to

         11  honor you here today for your work, not just as a

         12  thinker, but as a doer, as a person of conscience

         13  and ability. And so I'd like to ask the Clerk to

         14  read the proclamation.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         16  York, Proclamation.

         17                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         18  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         19  friends and distinguished members of the community

         20  in honoring Dr. Valdimir L. Kvint for his

         21  outstanding contributions to our City, State and

         22  Nation; and

         23                 Whereas: Dr. Vladimir L. Kvint is an

         24  example of how one man can overcome enormous

         25  obstacles to achieve remarkable success in life.
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          2  Born in Siberia, Russia, Dr. Kvint early on absorbed

          3  the blows of a virulent anti-Semitism but never let

          4  this dampen his ambition or derail his focus. On the

          5  contrary, Dr. Kvint rose above the numerous setbacks

          6  and reversals, both personally and professionally,

          7  to become one of the Soviet Union's leading economic

          8  scholars and a world-renowned economist; and

          9                 Whereas: Dr. Kvint's story is

         10  inspirational and deeply instructive. After toiling

         11  as a metalworker and turner at the age of 14,

         12  Vladimir Kvint applied himself rigorously to his

         13  studies and, by age 23, graduated with high honors

         14  from the Siberian Krasnoyarsk Graduate Institute

         15  with an M.S. Degree in mining-electrical

         16  engineering. In 1975 r. Kvint received his PhD in

         17  Managerial Economics, and three years later was

         18  invited to the USSR Academy of Sciences - one of the

         19  most prestigious academic institutions in the world

         20  - where he took the position of Head of the

         21  Department of Scientific Technological Progress. Dr.

         22  Kvint eventually followed this success with many

         23  others, including being awarded the title of

         24  "Professor of Political Economy," the highest

         25  academic title in the USSR; and
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          2                 Whereas: After arriving to the United

          3  States in 1990, Dr. Vladimir Kvint distinguished

          4  himself as a professor at several universities in

          5  our City, including Fordham and NYU. In addition to

          6  his scholarly work, Dr. Kvint was the Director of

          7  Emerging Markets at Arthur Andersen and the

          8  recipient of a prestigious Fulbright Scholarship;

          9  and

         10                 Whereas: The author of 21 books and

         11  more than 350 articles, a member of several

         12  prestigious academies, and a much sought-after

         13  advisor to governments and leaders of emerging

         14  market countries, Dr. Kvint has also been actively

         15  involved in humanitarian causes for the last 15

         16  years, the most significant being his helping

         17  Russian Jewish emigres who have come to America; and

         18                 Whereas: In 2003, Dr. Kvint founded

         19  The World Jewish Academy of Sciences, whose mission

         20  is to create a unified voice of prominent scholars

         21  and scientists that focuses on major problems of

         22  humanity and suggests strategies to combat these

         23  problems for the betterment of civilization; now,

         24  therefore

         25                 Be It Known: That the Council of the
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          2  City of New York honors DR. VLADIMIR L. KVINT for

          3  his extraordinary service to our City, State and

          4  Nation.

          5                 Signed this 30th day of November in

          6  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

          7  Speaker for the Entire Council.

          8                 DR. KVINT: Thank you very much.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. And we

         10  would be very honored if you would share a few words

         11  with us. We thank you so much for your service to

         12  our City and to our country and to the world.

         13                 DR. KVINT: Thank you very much,

         14  Speaker Gifford Miller. Thank you very much, members

         15  of the New York City Council. It's a great honor for

         16  me, great privilege for me to be just useful for the

         17  capital of the world. Capital of very single soul

         18  which came to this wonderful City. This City unified

         19  all people from around the world, and even people in

         20  far remote regions knows about New York and respect

         21  New York and would like to protect New York,

         22  especially after September 11th, 2001. Sorry, I am

         23  very nervous today. It's difficult, but very

         24  prestigious moment of my life. I've gotten several

         25  awards in my life, but this is one of the most
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          2  important. It's a great honorarium for the future.

          3  It symbols that I have to do much more for

          4  prosperity of City of New York and for

          5  Russian-speaking community of New York, which

          6  getting bigger and stronger and our voice is more

          7  and more unified.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         10                 DR. KVINT: Thank you, Speaker.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations.

         12  Thank you all. Thank you very much for being here.

         13  Thank you all so much. We really appreciate it. It

         14  means a lot to us. Thank you.

         15                 DR. KVINT: Thank you very much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The Stated

         17  Meeting of November 30th will come to order.

         18                 Pledge of Allegiance.

         19                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Present.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

          4  present. The invocation will be delivered by Father

          5  Corniel of St. Joseph's Rectory. Would you please

          6  all rise. James Rectory. I'm sorry.

          7                 Rise. Quiet, please.

          8                 FR. CORNIEL: God, Almighty Father,

          9  send your blessing upon these ladies and gentlemen

         10  who want to serve your children who live in this

         11  challenging and beautiful City, New York;

         12                 give them the knowledge of your son,

         13  to see every child, woman and man with his loving

         14  heart;

         15                 that they may embrace all your

         16  children as he love all human as brothers and

         17  sisters;

         18                 that this love manifested in the work

         19  for the sake of your people;

         20                 help them to create better schools

         21  for the future of your children; good hospitals for

         22  your broken-down sons and daughters in the journey

         23  of life; skills and occupation in which your

         24  children, beloved ones, earn their livelihood; give

         25  them wisdom to inspire respect to all resources that
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          2  the Creator left in New York State in a vibrant

          3  nature; help them enlighten the most gracious mind,

          4  with the time to preserve the legate of art from our

          5  Forefathers;

          6                 and in turn, grant to those the

          7  wisdom to create new expression of your beauty;

          8  grant them the wisdom of the spirit, to keep us

          9  united in our diversity, to use our talents to unite

         10  the City as a family.

         11                 May we have the grace and openness of

         12  the philosophy of the Lady in the Harbor; preserve

         13  the love of our land; grant us prosperity with a

         14  generous heart.

         15                 Above all, deliver us from all harm

         16  and evil, and may God bless us all, amen.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Amen.

         18                 Motion to spread the Invocation by

         19  Council Member Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, it is my privilege in recognition of the

         22  brilliant and inspired civic and spiritual

         23  leadership of Father Corneil to move to spread his

         24  invocation in full upon the record at today's

         25  proceeding.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

          3  the minutes.

          4                 Council Member Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Was that so

          6  ordered?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I move to

          8  adopt. Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         10  Papers from the Mayor.

         11                 Oh, Council Member, excuse me, Mr.

         12  Speaker.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, my

         14  colleagues. If I could ask you to rise with me.

         15                 As a City we come together to mourn

         16  the loss of a New Yorker who gave his life in the

         17  service of all of us. Dilan Stewart was a police

         18  officer who joined the NYPD after actually working

         19  across the street from here at WNYC. As a man who

         20  was looking for a way to make this City a better

         21  place and make it a better place he did.

         22                 And it is poorer for his loss, but we

         23  are better for his service. And, so, I would ask you

         24  to join with me in a moment of silence and prayer

         25  for his family, and for his friends and for us all
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          2  to think of him and his life as well as his legacy.

          3                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

          6  papers from the Mayor.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 689.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         10  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 690.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         13  Elections.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: From M 691 on page to

         15  through M 716 on page five.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: All are referred to

         17  the Committee on Transportation.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         19  and Communications.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         22  Call-Ups.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 717.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         25  Call-Up vote.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 718.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          4  Call-Up vote.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 719.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          7  Call-Up vote.

          8                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

          9  call the roll on all items coupled on the Call-Up

         10  vote.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         17  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 46 in the

         18  affirmative and zero in the negative.

         19                 Communication from the Speaker.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: I hope everybody had

         21  a good Thanksgiving. That's all I got. That was my

         22  communication today. I hope everybody had a good

         23  Thanksgiving.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Mr. Speaker.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: And I wish everybody

          3  a very happy holiday season as well.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Mr. Speaker.

          6                 Now we have Discussion of General

          7  Orders, and our first person is Council Member

          8  Barron.

          9                 No Council Member Barron either.

         10                 Report of Special Committees.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         13  Standing Committees.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         15  Committee on Education.

         16                 Intro. 464-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         18  over.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 550-A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         21  over.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 619-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         24  over.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the
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          2  Committee on Finance.

          3                 Preconsidered Intro. 755.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          5  General Order Calendar with a Message of Necessity.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution 1242A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          8  on the General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered

         10  Resolution 1267.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         12  General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered

         14  Resolution 1268.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         18  Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services.

         19                 Introduction 295-A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         21  over.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         23  Committee on Health. Introduction 700.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         25  General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          3  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          4                 Intros 379-A.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          6  over.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered

          8  Resolution 1262.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

         10  over.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered

         12  Resolution 1266.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         16  Committee on Land Use.

         17                 LU 530 and Resolution 1271.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 624 and Resolution

         21  1272.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 626 and Resolution

         25  1273.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          3  General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 635 and Resolution

          5  1274.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          7  General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 637 and Resolution

          9  1275.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 638

         13  and Resolution 1276.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Motion to disapprove.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 639

         16  and Resolution 1277.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         20  Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

         21                 Intro. 510.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

         25  General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 521-A.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 731-A.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

          7  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 At this point I would ask the clerk

         11  to call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         12  Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, may I have two minutes to explain my vote?

         20                 Madam Public Advocate?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, I'm

         22  sorry.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thanks.

         24                 I vote yes on all items, except

         25  preconsidered Land Use No. 638 and Reso 1276, which
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          2  is the motion to disapprove the Landmark designation

          3  of 184 Kent Avenue.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          5  please. I can't hear him.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: My colleagues

          7  may remember that in May we voted to approve the

          8  Greenpoint --

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 My colleagues may remember that in

         13  May we voted to approve the Greenpoint Williamsburg

         14  rezoning. As part of that rezoning, the

         15  Environmental Impact study identified a number of

         16  properties that were potential historic landmarks.

         17                 You know that I chair the Committee

         18  on Zoning and Franchises. I sat through seven hours,

         19  seven hours of public testimony from the community

         20  in favor of those landmarks.

         21                 I think it is a disgrace that this

         22  Council now is going to turn down one of those

         23  landmarks that was identified in that study.

         24                 What you're in effect saying to that

         25  community is, well, you know what? We really didn't
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          2  mean it when we included this location.

          3                 Shame on this body after approving

          4  it, we're now going to turn it down. It's bad enough

          5  that we constantly criticize the Landmarks

          6  Preservation Commission for not doing enough to

          7  landmark properties outside of Manhattan, now for

          8  the second time in less than a month we're going to

          9  turn down another location outside of Manhattan.

         10                 I vote no on the motion to

         11  disapprove.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye. I

         22  just want to make a comment about the landmarking

         23  issue on Kent Street. I'm going to follow the lead

         24  of Council Member Yassky. I actually have a building

         25  with not 55 families in it, but a building that was
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          2  landmarked that does have residents in it, and I

          3  must admit, it's not so much from my perspective an

          4  landmarking issue, although I know that's what's

          5  being discussed today, it's the 55 families living

          6  there. Obviously it's a situation where they moved

          7  in illegally, and I understand they're still there

          8  illegally, but given the affordable housing crisis

          9  it's certainly understandable. So, I hope that as we

         10  proceed, that there can be some work to support

         11  those 55 families, perhaps keep them. I know there

         12  are designs on the building, but that would be my

         13  wish.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         19  explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'm voting aye

         22  on all general order items, and I just wanted to

         23  comment on Kent Avenue.

         24                 I can remember, and before Council

         25  members forget, I can remember when Council Member
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          2  Yassky came to us with many letters from residents,

          3  elected officials fighting against the placement of

          4  the OEM center.

          5                 I can also remember when another

          6  Council Member that I'm sitting next to that I've

          7  had the privilege of working with over the last four

          8  years came to the Council to fight the designation

          9  of another particular area.

         10                 This Council does not always vote

         11  because the Council members asked us to vote on a

         12  particular item.

         13                 This project is inherently unworthy

         14  of landmark designation. It is not part of the

         15  architect's vision. It's not part of his historical

         16  record. It's not something that he's proud of. It

         17  does not deserve landmarking.

         18                 Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, I would like to ask for unanimous consent

         24  to vote on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I vote aye on

          3  all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

          6  excused to explain my vote?

          7                 May I be excused to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          9  So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you very

         11  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 Dear Colleagues, it's very rare that

         13  I get up here and make any lucid remarks, but today

         14  I ask for your patience and understanding about the

         15  Landmark issue.

         16                 I've been the Chair of the

         17  Subcommittee for Landmarks since I got elected, and

         18  it's been an honor to serve with many of my

         19  Committee members who are here.

         20                 Now, the process over the last three

         21  and a half years or close to four years, we've

         22  landmarked a lot of properties, and many of the

         23  members of the Committee, Council Member Koppell,

         24  Council Members Palma, Oddo, Comrie, Perkins,

         25  Barron-- did I leave anyone out? Who did I leave
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          2  out? Nobody. And Felder -- we have landmarked many

          3  properties, but it can't be that only when you do

          4  what they want is it okay, but when you turn

          5  something down it's not okay. In the last 15 years

          6  five properties have been turned down, and I'm proud

          7  three of them have been under my chairmanship. One

          8  at the request at the advocates, St. John the

          9  Divine. No one had a problem with it. The other was

         10  a bank in Jamaica, Queens, it was a piece of

         11  garbage. And I challenge anybody to see the property

         12  there and tell me otherwise. Council Member Yassky

         13  and I were down at the site three times. I don't

         14  know if anyone else who has voted against this was

         15  down there once. The Land Use staff was down there

         16  at this property. This is not about development or

         17  not development, this is not about people getting

         18  displaced or not, this is about the process being

         19  pure. Is the property worth landmarking? This is a

         20  good picture. This is a piece of trash, and we

         21  should knock it down and put something nice up.

         22  Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council member.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: How do you vote?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I vote aye on

          3  all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         10  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

         11  explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I'm going

         14  to be voting aye on all coupled general orders, with

         15  the exception of Intro. 700.

         16                 Intro 700 extends Local Law 1 of

         17  2002, which was then Intro. 13-A. I proudly voted in

         18  opposition to Intro. 13-A, since that bill writes

         19  brochures for the Department of Health in multiple

         20  languages.

         21                 At that time I sat in this seat and I

         22  talked about we would be opening up Pandora's box

         23  and how much it was fiscally irresponsible and it

         24  was going to cost this City money when we started to

         25  do this in other City agencies.
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          2                 Low and behold, along comes Intro.

          3  464-A, which this Council will be voting upon at the

          4  next Stated Meeting.

          5                 That bill, it's been estimated, is

          6  going to cost the taxpayers in this City of New York

          7  $20 million to write brochures and do other things

          8  in multiple languages, money that will never reach

          9  the inside of a classroom.

         10                 So, over the last couple of years,

         11  we've seen taxes raised in the City of New York, we

         12  watched firehouses be closed, we watched

         13  paraprofessionals being let go and no longer in a

         14  lot of the classrooms throughout the City of New

         15  York, and we're seeing more money being spent

         16  outside on the classrooms on things it shouldn't be

         17  spent on.

         18                 So, I, again, am going to do when I

         19  voted on then 13-A, and that's proudly vote in

         20  opposition to Intro. 700. We should really write

         21  things in English languages, and we should make

         22  English our official language here in the United

         23  States.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Pass.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I vote aye on

          6  all, except for preconsidered LU 638 and Resolution

          7  1276 I abstain.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes, and I'd

         12  like to request unanimous consent to vote on all

         13  Land Use Call-Ups.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you. And

         16  I vote yes. Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         19  And I also would like to request Land Use Call-Ups,

         20  aye on all.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I vote aye on

          5  all except preconsidered LU 638 and Resolution 1276.

          6                 I recognize that landmarking is

          7  really not about displacement, it's not about our

          8  concern for affordable housing, but I think this

          9  particular house should be concerned about

         10  displacement and about affordable housing.

         11                 The reality is that at this location

         12  there are low-income individuals who still live

         13  there, and who are being evicted each and every day.

         14  This is the house of the people. This is the house

         15  of the people. Or should I say allegedly? But, yet,

         16  we're voting on this without any concern for the

         17  low-income people who live there, without any

         18  concern as to whether or not this developer or this

         19  owner of this property is going to develop

         20  affordable housing, without any considerations or

         21  any recommendations or any community benefits

         22  agreement or anything. But yet, we're voting for

         23  this because it doesn't have any historical

         24  significance, or architectural significance.

         25                 Well, I think we've got to think
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          2  outside the box. And I think every now and then

          3  we've got to stand up for people, because, again,

          4  this is the people's house. And, so, as opposed to

          5  voting for this, I'm voting against it. Not because

          6  I'm against preservation and I'm against

          7  landmarking, but because I want to protect the

          8  people. And unfortunately, it seems like we're not

          9  looking out for the people that live there.

         10                 I vote no on preconsidered Land Use

         11  638 and Resolution 1276 and yes on everything else.

         12  Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I vote aye

         15  on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         18  Advocate, to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I rise to talk

         21  about 184 Kent. There are a lot of issues that are

         22  coming into this landmarking designation.

         23                 I would like for the record just to

         24  discuss that landmarking means that something is

         25  worthy of lankmark designation. The identification
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          2  of a historic resource and environmental study is

          3  nowhere near the quality and standards needed to

          4  make a landmarking designation.

          5                 I want my colleagues to know that

          6  this vote today to turn down the designation of 184

          7  Kent in no way is inconsistent with the rezoning

          8  that myself, Council Member Yassky, and Council

          9  Member Reyna spent weeks negotiating with with this

         10  Mayor of the City of New York.

         11                 We rezoned this area. We took it

         12  through the Committee process, this issue was not

         13  part of the rezoning. It was within the rezoning

         14  area, but designating this as a landmark was not

         15  brought to the table.

         16                 So, I urge my colleagues to vote yes

         17  on turning down the designation of 184 Kent. And I

         18  will send a message that my colleague, great Chair

         19  Council Member Felder has sent many times to

         20  landmarking, simply because we are outside the

         21  Borough of Manhattan does not mean we will accept

         22  any designation landmarking brings to our body.

         23                 Landmarking deserves more than that.

         24  The other boroughs deserve more than that. Manhattan

         25  deserves more than that, and we as a body need to
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          2  understand that we are not to rubberstamp everything

          3  that the Landmarks Commission does. Things need to

          4  be brought to us that meet and fit the criteria

          5  worthy of landmarking.

          6                 So, I urge my colleagues to vote yes.

          7  I vote yes on the entire agenda today. Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: May I be

         11  excused from voting and briefly explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I simply want

         14  to say that I will vote aye on all and vote to deny

         15  landmarking, but I don't want the tenor of this

         16  debate to suggest, at least as far as this

         17  Councilman is concerned, that I am dissatisfied or

         18  unhappy with the general work of the Landmark

         19  Commission, because I have found their work to be

         20  outstanding, and I'm a member of the Subcommittee on

         21  Landmarking. Generally speaking their work is

         22  outstanding. In this case I think they went too far,

         23  and I particularly respect the views of the Council

         24  member who represents the district in voting to deny

         25  landmarking.
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          2                 But the tone of the debate suggests

          3  that this Council is dissatisfied in a general way

          4  with the work of the Landmark Commission, and as far

          5  as I am concerned, that is far from the truth.

          6                 So, with that explanation, if you

          7  will, I vote aye on all. Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: No on Intro.

         10  700; aye on the rest.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: No on

         15  preconsidered LU 638, Reso 1276; and yes on the

         16  rest.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, I also will be voting aye on all, but I

         23  also want to just state for the record that on the

         24  issue of Landmark in this particular case with the

         25  work done by both Council Member Yassky and Council
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          2  Member Reyna, in ensuring affordability and ensuring

          3  their constituents on that particular part of the

          4  Borough and their district, I just want to reiterate

          5  the fact that Chairwoman Katz brought up in terms of

          6  the issue of landmark. In this particular case we're

          7  looking at a particular property that was subject to

          8  a lot of discussion and subject to a lot of research

          9  and study as to the historical perspective of it.

         10  And understanding and looking and speaking to some

         11  of the experts, speaking to the Chairwoman of the

         12  Land Use Committee and both Council Members in the

         13  district, I want to vote aye and reiterate the fact

         14  that Council Member Koppell stated that we do as a

         15  body respect the Landmark Commission and we as a

         16  body also here do stand for the responsibility and

         17  the voices of ensuring that we do have an affordable

         18  city for all New Yorkers, but in this particular

         19  case, the issue here is whether we landmark a

         20  property that merits it and a property that had

         21  their historic perspective to be landmarked.

         22                 I just want to state that for the

         23  record, and I proudly vote aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: May I have
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          2  brief leave to explain my vote, Madam Public

          3  Advocate?

          4                 I am one in the minority this

          5  afternoon that will be voting no on preconceived LU

          6  638 and Reso 1276. And with all due respect to my

          7  colleagues who have spoken on what is important and

          8  what is not important, for me, when we considered

          9  the issue of Landmarks, the question is simply

         10  whether in my mind the building in question meets

         11  the test that it should be preserved as a landmark.

         12  And for me, personally, in this matter, given the

         13  architectural history, the design and the type of

         14  building that it is and its uniqueness, I believe it

         15  does meet that test.

         16                 And, so, I am voting no because I

         17  believe this building should be landmarked and

         18  everything else doesn't quite matter as much. But I

         19  thank everyone for their lucid passion on this

         20  matter.

         21                 I also want to point out to my

         22  colleagues that Intro. 510 is being voted on today.

         23  It's a building that will make the City of New York

         24  much cleaner and much healthier because it will

         25  allow the Department of Sanitation to clean up
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          2  vacant lots and to fine those who do not do so, and

          3  I urge a yes vote by all. And accordingly, I vote

          4  aye on all, except for preconceived LU 638 and Reso

          5  1236, which I vote no on.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          8  all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: May I have

         11  permission to vote on all Land Use matters, Madam

         12  Public Advocate?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

         15  on all. And the general order.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Permission to

         18  explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

         21                 I saw the building and it is really

         22  not a beautiful building, to say the least. I happen

         23  to agree with Simcha Felder on that.

         24                 But I gotta tell you, between Felder

         25  and Avella, you can see they're both fighting for
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          2  what they believe, and it wasn't even overly

          3  contentious, and they both made very good sense, and

          4  I'm proud that I serve in the body with both of

          5  them, and it's more evidence that this body doesn't

          6  just go along, knee-jerk reaction type of body. And

          7  bless you two guys, because you woke me up. I vote

          8  aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         16  vote aye on all, with the exception of preconsidered

         17  LU 638 and Reso 1276. You know, I've had the

         18  privilege of working on this Landmarks Committee

         19  with the great Chairman, Simcha Felder, but I have

         20  to say that I disagree that I don't believe that 184

         21  Kent Street is junk, I think it does have historic

         22  and other landmark values. And I'm also concerned

         23  about the fact that, with all due respect, this is

         24  not a matter, may not be directly a matter related

         25  to displacement or development, but in fact it is,
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          2  and there are some displacement, serious

          3  displacement concerns that I have with regard to

          4  this project. I believe from a development point of

          5  view it will be developed anyway, it may not be

          6  developed in the most optimistic way that the

          7  developer has in mind but even as is, the developer

          8  will be able to create what he wants to create, make

          9  the profit he wants to make, and I do not believe

         10  the developer will tear the property down. Quite the

         11  opposite from what I've learned is that the

         12  developer will develop it for the most part as it

         13  is, with some additional floors to be included.

         14                 And so with all due respect to my

         15  colleague, David Yassky, I generally would prefer to

         16  go along with the Council member whose district is

         17  involved, but in this case I have to vote no on this

         18  particular preconsidered LU.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes on

         22  all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: May I be

         25  excused to temporarily explain my vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yesterday, I am

          4  not a member of the Landmarks Subcommittee, but sat

          5  in on the Landmarks Subcommittee and one of the

          6  points that was made by the Chair I thought was very

          7  compelling and bears repeating, which is that the

          8  Council has the authority to approve or disapprove

          9  landmarks when they come to us. If we're simply

         10  going to approve every landmark that comes before

         11  us, then we really have no power that the Charter

         12  gave us and we need not have a Landmarks Committee.

         13                 We are in fact charged with reviewing

         14  whether each property or district sent to us by LPC

         15  meets the standards articulated by the Commission

         16  and the Charter.

         17                 So, although it can be painful and

         18  difficult to not make a building a landmark and it's

         19  certainly more fun to make buildings landmarks, that

         20  is part of our power, it should be used carefully,

         21  and having only rejected buildings five times no one

         22  could argue we are not using it carefully. But I

         23  felt that that argument made by the Chair was

         24  particularly compelling that we are actually using

         25  the full breadth and depth of our Land Use powers by
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          2  occasionally and rarely determining that landmarks

          3  do not meet the threshold.

          4                 And I do also like to ask, in

          5  deference to the colleague from the district, but I

          6  think in this case that understanding of our full

          7  powers is actually more compelling to me even than

          8  the feeling of the district of the member it's from.

          9                 That said, I vote aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Permission to
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          2  explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I thought this

          5  was just a regular vote.

          6                 This is interesting. I came to no

          7  preconceived or position taken on this issue, and

          8  I've been listening, as I usually do, to the debate,

          9  and so I'm not for or against the person who

         10  introduced the bill. I support landmarks. I don't

         11  know if the building is landmarkable or not, based

         12  on listening to the brothers and sisters whom I have

         13  respect for. The thing that touches me is the fact

         14  that apparently several families are going to be

         15  affected by this, and so that's the only thing that

         16  really grabs me, in terms of how I should vote on

         17  this particular issue.

         18                 I have a good relationship and feel

         19  good about the work that Landmarks Commission has

         20  been doing. David Yassky is an outstanding

         21  legislator, very intelligent, very avant guard on

         22  all of the issues and usually I support what's

         23  happening in the member's particular district. So,

         24  you know, it's interesting, I did not come prepared

         25  for any deep thinking around this issue, but it does
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          2  lead me to want to do the right thing, and the right

          3  thing for me is to protect human beings in this

          4  situation, everything else will work its way out.

          5                 Based on that, I vote aye on all, and

          6  I vote nay on Land Use 638, Resolution 1276, Madam

          7  Public Advocate.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Yes, I'd like

         12  to explain my vote, Madam Chair.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I am voting

         15  aye on all the matters before us, and of course,

         16  particularly on the motion to disapprove the

         17  proposed designation of 184 Kent Street, which is in

         18  my Council district.

         19                 First, I want to thank all my

         20  colleagues who took the time when the Landmarks

         21  Commission recommends a designation, I think the

         22  expected thing is that the Council will approve it,

         23  although certainly it shouldn't be a rubber stamp.

         24  So, when I told my colleagues I was opposing this

         25  and I asked them to take a look at it, that required
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          2  time and effort and I really appreciate all of my

          3  colleagues for putting in that time and effort.

          4                 I particularly want to thank the

          5  Chair of the Land Use Committee and the Landmarks

          6  Subcommittee, who did spend a great deal of time

          7  going down to the property, looking at it and making

          8  the determination that this is is simply not worthy

          9  of landmarking.

         10                 By the way, it seems to me,

         11  colleagues, all the evidence you really need is that

         12  what this means here is that our colleague, Council

         13  Member Felder, is voting against the Administration,

         14  so this may be a very first, and I think that should

         15  be a persuasive argument all by itself.

         16                 But on the merits, on the merits,

         17  what we did here, I want to address two arguments

         18  that were made. The suggestion that somehow

         19  landmarking will protect the tenants, that just

         20  simply is not true. When we voted to do the

         21  rezoning, what that meant is this building and other

         22  buildings all along the waterfront are going to be

         23  converted to residential use, and that does have an

         24  impact on the tenants but when we voted, that's what

         25  we did, and this landmarking will affect the tenants
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          2  zero. That's number one.

          3                 Number two, the suggestion was made

          4  that somehow this is, rejecting the landmark

          5  designation is inconsistent with the rezoning. That

          6  is completely backwards. If we landmark this

          7  building, that would undermine what we did in the

          8  rezoning. The whole point of that rezoning is to

          9  transform this waterfront from industrial to

         10  residential.

         11                 The reason I oppose this designation

         12  so strongly is because I, along with Council Member

         13  Katz and Council Member Reyna, believe so strongly

         14  that the future of this waterfront is in residential

         15  conversion, and that is what we should be promoting.

         16                 So, I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, I wish to speak on my vote.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you.

         22                 First of all, I wish to congratulate

         23  Chairman McMahon for Intro. 510 for making the

         24  Department of Sanitation once again able to clean

         25  out dirty lots. It's very important that we do that
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          2  today, and I wish to congratulate Mike on that.

          3                 In the first go-around, I passed in

          4  my vote because I was not fully familiar with the

          5  Land Use item that's been so controversial today. I

          6  have great respect for individuals on both sides of

          7  the issue. I wanted to hear everyone speak before I

          8  cast my vote, and after hearing all of the debates

          9  of today, notwithstanding the fact that I'm very

         10  sympathetic to those who are voting against the

         11  preconsidered Land Use and the Resolution, I will be

         12  voting aye on all matters on the calendar today.

         13  Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote yes on

         16  all. And the only comment I'd like to make is to

         17  Council Member Yassky, and to let him know that I'm

         18  doing everything I can to make Council Member Felder

         19  vote against the Administration more often.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm going to go with

         24  aye on all. Probably. No, definitely. I'll

         25  definitely go, definitely aye.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          3  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          4  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero negative, zero

          5  abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 700, which

          6  is adopted by a vote of 48 in the affirmative, two

          7  in the negative and zero abstentions.

          8                 And preconsidered LU 638 and Reso

          9  1276 which is adopted by a vote of 43 in the

         10  affirmative, six in the negative and one abstention.

         11                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         12  adopted by a vote of 50 in the affirmative and zero

         13  negative.

         14                 Introduction and Reading of Bills..

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         16  referred to the committee as indicated on the

         17  schedule.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         19  of Resolutions.

         20                 Council Member Barron. You have one

         21  minute.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         23  much, Madam Chair. Today is a very historic day for

         24  this City Council, in that we will be passing

         25  Resolution 1240, honoring the life and death of Rosa
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          2  Parks.

          3                 It has been said over the years that

          4  when Rosa Parks sat down, a people stood up, and

          5  American history was changed forever. And I just

          6  want to thank Domenic Recchia, Chair of the Cultural

          7  Affairs Committee, for bringing the resolution

          8  forward and supporting us on this.

          9                 So, on December 1st, 50 years after

         10  Rosa Parks sat down, we're all going to be standing

         11  up on Wall Street, and we want all of us to be on

         12  Wall Street, the citadel of capitalism and talk

         13  against poverty and a war and for quality education

         14  and affordable housing. This is what Rosa Parks

         15  lived for and died for.

         16                 And finally, when you ride your buses

         17  tomorrow, I understand that the picture behind the

         18  driver, the seat behind the driver will be reserved

         19  for Rosa Parks. And I just want to see everybody's

         20  face in New York when they come on the bus and they

         21  can't sit in the front because that's Rosa's seat.

         22                 We thank you, Rosa Parks. We thank

         23  you for your courage. We thank you for your spirit.

         24  I thank the Council for the resolution.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member James.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I, too, want to

          4  speak about the resolution for Rosa Parks.

          5                 May I have some order, Madam

          6  Chairwoman? Thank you.

          7                 Her simple act of defiance sparked a

          8  movement that elevated the status of blacks and

          9  women in this nation, that forced this nation to

         10  confront its own racism and sexism, and transformed

         11  a nation. Her simple act of defiance, basically

         12  where she sat down so that all of us could stand up,

         13  and she just was not physically tired that day, she

         14  was just physically tired of a system, a Jim Crow

         15  system. She was tired of its cruelty and its

         16  humiliation of a people which treated them like

         17  second-class citizens.

         18                 And, so, I proudly, proudly vote in

         19  support of, or support this resolution on behalf of

         20  Rosa Parks, my hero, my shero and recognize that I

         21  would not be here because she sat down that day.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I also wanted
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          2  to commend my friend and colleague, Council Member

          3  Charles Barron, on his resolution for Rosa Parks.

          4  And, you know, since her passing, I've personally

          5  reflected on the many doors that she's opened for

          6  many individuals, or minorities, and just to

          7  personally know that some woman who prior to her act

          8  decided that she was going to change her whole

          9  government, without being elected, just by her

         10  normal every day actions. And I would just like to

         11  encourage people to just reflect on her life and

         12  reflect on the things she did and the way she

         13  decided to change her city at the time that changed

         14  the whole nation. The impact of what she did, I

         15  don't think anybody will ever understand the

         16  profound impacts she has, but I just wanted to say

         17  to Rosa, and I know she's probably listening, I

         18  certainly appreciate what you did, and you're

         19  deserving of a national holiday.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes. First of

         23  all, I would like to just thank Charles Barron,

         24  Yvette Clarke, Lew Fidler, and all the other Council

         25  members that put in resolutions in honor of this
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          2  wonderful lady, Rosa Parks. And I hope that many of

          3  our colleagues will join us tomorrow in the rally in

          4  support of Rosa Parks, because we really think this

          5  should be called Rosa Parks Day, make it a national

          6  holiday. At the hearing, it was a wonderful,

          7  wonderful hearing. Many people came to testify. We

          8  were surprised by the wonderful turnout. And I just

          9  have to thank Charles Barron's staff, I want to

         10  thank especially Joy from his staff, who did an

         11  outstanding job. But also my staff and the staff of

         12  the Cultural Committee, Rick Arbello, Mari de Pedro

         13  and everyone else involved, because they really

         14  worked hard and we had a wonderful hearing and many

         15  people came out to testify.

         16                 We have people come from all the

         17  different parts of the country to testify about what

         18  a wonderful lady. We learned a lot, and this is just

         19  the beginning. We hope everybody joins us tomorrow.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Clarke.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 I'm honored to join my colleague,

         25  Charles Barron and all of those other members who
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          2  have spoken today, and this body in general, to

          3  really pay tribute to a true heroine.

          4                 Rosa Parks shook the world and

          5  awakened the conscience of a nation on that fateful

          6  day, December 1st, 1955. Her contribution to our

          7  nation will not be remembered simply as an act of

          8  defiance in the face of hatred and segregation, for

          9  also providing that all of us could make a

         10  difference to better our civil society.

         11                 For those of us who are beneficiaries

         12  of the Civil Rights Movement, it is hard to imagine

         13  living during a time when Jim Crow was the rule of

         14  the land. The civil liberties we take for granted

         15  today came through tremendous sacrifice and

         16  hard-fought battles, and in this struggle that was

         17  the civil rights movement, Rosa Parks was one of our

         18  greatest generals.

         19                 Today we shall not mourn her passing,

         20  but celebrate her life by teaching future

         21  generations about her actions.

         22                 Every December 1st, all people of

         23  goodwill, no matter their race or creed, shall

         24  observe a day of absence in her honor.

         25                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Jackson. One minute, please.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 Council Member Barron, thank you for

          7  taking the lead on behalf of the City Council and

          8  all of the people of New York City, and bringing us

          9  together tomorrow in honor and celebration of Rosa

         10  Parks. It is clear by what we've read in the papers,

         11  and all of the magazines across the country, and on

         12  TV that Rosa Parks is a hero to us all, and has

         13  helped this country to refocus on discrimination

         14  against people, against all people, especially black

         15  people in the United States.

         16                 So, Council Member Barron, thank you

         17  for taking the lead on this, and I look forward to

         18  working with all of your tomorrows with respect to

         19  being out at Wall Street speaking about education,

         20  speaking about homelessness, speaking about hunger,

         21  speaking about unity of all people coming together

         22  so that we all can live in peace and harmony. Thank

         23  you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

          3  Public Advocate. Thank brother Barron and all the

          4  others that saw fit to introduce resolutions to

          5  honor this great lady. Rosa Parks was beautiful,

          6  strong, dignified lady. Unlike some would have you

          7  think, she was not naive. She wasn't tired

          8  physically. She was a very conscious lady. She was

          9  involved in the issues of the day. She was a

         10  card-carrying member of NAACP, so she knew what she

         11  was doing. She knew the risk involved. But she was

         12  fed up. She wasn't tired; she was fed up. Enough was

         13  enough. And so she took a stand by sitting down. She

         14  took a stand. She took a position.

         15                 I'm sure that she did not know that

         16  that would be the spark for the movement as it were,

         17  but she knew that she was taking a stand against a

         18  racist system and the risk that she was taking.

         19                 So, we do ourselves great honor by

         20  honoring her. And the lesson is that one person can

         21  make a difference to do the right thing.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I also want to
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          2  add my name to the people that are congratulating

          3  Council Member Barron for the Resolution for Rosa

          4  Parks, and I just want to add my thoughts to her

          5  legacy. Her legacy was one of a different time where

          6  people got together collectively, made thoughtful

          7  decisions, and decided to fight a system of

          8  injustice, where people got together and made a

          9  decision collectively to take definitive action

         10  against what they thought were rules and regulations

         11  in a system that imposed unfair rights upon them.

         12                 We need to come back to that way of

         13  thinking, that way of collective work, that way of

         14  collective organizing to fight for injustice. We can

         15  no longer, especially in such a diverse City, allow

         16  our diversity to separate us from what we truly

         17  need.

         18                 We need to make sure that in this

         19  diversity we can come together collectively to fight

         20  for justice to work on behalf of each other, to work

         21  for what's important in her legacy. Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         23  nobody else -- oh, I'm sorry, Council Member Quinn?

         24                 Mr. Speaker?

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: No, I'm standing up
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          2  to vote when you called the question, and I will say

          3  aye.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We're going

          5  to vote on the resolution.

          6                 All in favor?

          7                 Opposed?

          8                 Adopted.

          9                 General Discussion.

         10                 Council Member Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 My colleagues, I'd like to just spend

         14  a moment to reflect on the loss in our great City of

         15  Officer Dilan Stewart, and I'd like to extend to his

         16  family, his friends and his colleagues on behalf of

         17  the people of the 40th Council District our

         18  heartfelt condolences.

         19                 Officer Dilan was a patrol officer in

         20  my community. He grew up in my community, and so did

         21  his assassin. His death is a reminder to all New

         22  Yorkers that there are thousands of men and women

         23  who are putting everything on the line to ensure our

         24  safety each and every day.

         25                 I had an opportunity to meet Officer
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          2  Stewart's family, his mother and his wife, on the

          3  morning of his death, and it's hard to think and to

          4  understand the loss of a son, a husband and a

          5  father, even in the line of duty when our government

          6  fails to do everything it possibly can to help urban

          7  law enforcement to do its job.

          8                 Gun violence has become an epidemic

          9  in many urban municipalities, and Central Brooklyn

         10  is Ground Zero for gun violence in New York City.

         11  And my colleagues, I think we have an extra

         12  sensitivity to gun violence. Many of us enjoy,

         13  unfortunately, a shared experience in having seen

         14  gun violence visited right in this very house.

         15                 I believe it's time for all people of

         16  good will across our City and urban areas around

         17  this nation to speak out forcefully about this

         18  epidemic, and to assist law enforcement in ridding

         19  our streets of guns and the people who wield them.

         20                 Officer Dilan was the father of two

         21  children, a six year old and a five month old. In

         22  the next few weeks there will be plenty of tributes,

         23  accolades, to the fallen officer. However, the real

         24  tribute will not be the words of condolence and

         25  praise, but rather the action of a real effort to
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          2  eradicate gun violence.

          3                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 Today I, along with Speaker Miller,

          9  and Majority Leader Rivera, have introduced an

         10  important resolution, Reso 1270, rejecting the

         11  proposals of the President's Advisory Panel on

         12  Federal Tax Reform, to eliminate the deductibility

         13  of State and local taxes, and to replace a deduction

         14  for mortgage interest.

         15                 If passed, this proposal will cost

         16  New York City taxpayers billions of dollars. New

         17  York City already sends Washington $13 billion more

         18  each year than we get back in aid and services. It

         19  is simply unacceptable to Washington to attempt to

         20  squeeze millions more from the pockets of

         21  overburdened New Yorkers.

         22                 I am also introducing a resolution

         23  today, Reso 1269, condemning the comments made by

         24  the new President of Iran this past October. In

         25  addressing students who gathered in Tehran for a
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          2  conference called "The World Without Zionism" the

          3  President expressed his desire to, and I quote,

          4  "Wipe Israel Off The Map." He also stated that,

          5  quote, "God willing, we will soon experience a world

          6  without the United States."

          7                 Coming from the leader of this Middle

          8  Eastern nation, these comments are very dangerous. I

          9  urge each and every one of you to sign onto both of

         10  these resolutions, Reso 1269 and 1270. Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate. I will also concur with many

         15  of my colleagues on the resolutions today, and in

         16  this case Reso 1269.

         17                 We ask the Council to join with the

         18  leaders of all civilized nations who have condemned

         19  in the strongest terms of the President of Iran, who

         20  called for Israel to be wiped off the map. It's very

         21  sad that a person in that position could sink so

         22  low, which claims to be a member of family of

         23  nations, have the audacity to propose this action,

         24  and it's quite contrary to the most basic values of

         25  humanity.
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          2                 His suggestions are no more than an

          3  updated proposal to finish Hitler's final solution.

          4  Iran would prefer, though, nuclear holocost than to

          5  the shooting one-by-one.

          6                 It's critical that we, as

          7  representatives of the most diverse community in the

          8  world, take a stand for humanity and condemn this

          9  most despicable notion and support the resolution.

         10                 And I must say, another thought is

         11  the murder of Officer Stewart greatly distressed me.

         12                 I visited the 70th Precinct only

         13  hours after his death, and the story was obviously

         14  in the faces of the officers inside that precinct.

         15  It's sort of an indictment I feel to the overly

         16  lenient legal system. Cops do their jobs only to be

         17  betrayed by cut-them-loose judges and other

         18  loopholes that allow tragedies like this to occur.

         19                 It's far past time to correct this

         20  lunacy and unfortunately way too late for Officer

         21  Dilan Stewart and his suffering family.

         22                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 My colleagues, there's a letter on

          4  your desk from Speaker Miller and myself about the

          5  genocide that is occurring in the far region in

          6  Sudan and West Africa. Over 400,000 men, women and

          7  children have already been murdered, and another 2.5

          8  million have been forced from their homes. Gang rape

          9  is being systematically used to terrorize women. It

         10  is truly hard to believe but the world is watching

         11  another Rwanda unfold.

         12                 Putting an end to the genocide in

         13  Darfur is not going to be simple, but there are

         14  steps that we can take, such as properly funding and

         15  supporting the African Union Peace-keeping Force

         16  that is on the ground there.

         17                 One way of pressuring President Bush

         18  and Congress to act is for citizens to reach out to

         19  them.

         20                 As Council members, we have a

         21  tremendous network of people who can access and

         22  mobilize.

         23                 We urge all of you to send a message

         24  to President Bush and Congress through the website,

         25  www.save.darfur.org and to send e-mails out to your
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          2  constituents urging them to do the same.

          3                 Perhaps these actions will not change

          4  anything, however, when faced with the choice

          5  between doing something how ever small, and doing

          6  nothing, we choose to do something, and we hope you

          7  will too.

          8                 Again, the website is

          9  www.savedarfur.org.

         10                 And also, my colleagues and people

         11  who are here, the members of the City Council will

         12  be playing a basketball game this coming Saturday at

         13  12:00 at Hostos Community College against the State

         14  Assembly. So, please come out and have a good time

         15  and watch the City Council beat the State Assembly.

         16  Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 Brothers and sisters, I want you to

         22  imagine, imagine that you have your wife standing in

         23  line at the telephone facilities. Imagine that you

         24  have someone who is diabetic and incontinent, and is

         25  ashamed to wear the pants in one of these
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          2  facilities. Imagine you are standing in line and

          3  cannot get to the teller in a bank and you need to

          4  use a restroom, and there is no restroom around. Not

          5  even in the banks, not in any of these facilities.

          6  Our City is considered a city of modern day, with

          7  computers and all of that, but yet still, if you are

          8  caught in any of these service-providing places, you

          9  will not be afforded a facility to be used if you

         10  need to use one.

         11                 I'm asking you to sign onto Intro.

         12  760, because this will create any facility that is

         13  going to be created now, they will have to provide a

         14  facilities, so that your wife who might be pregnant

         15  and stand in line, or someone who may need a

         16  facility to use, will not be finding it hard an have

         17  to go blocks upon blocks to find some sort of a

         18  restroom.

         19                 Brothers and sisters, please sign

         20  onto this legislation, which is 760, and make sure

         21  that our City has a place for modern day people.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 I wish to draw to my colleagues'

          3  attention Intro. 759. That is to activate the meters

          4  in certain areas on Sunday. As you know we have just

          5  passed a meter bill quieting the meters on Sunday.

          6  This bill, and I urge all of you to join on, only

          7  applies to C4 through C8 commercial areas and

          8  Business Improvement Districts. It doesn't apply to

          9  residential areas with commercial overlays. What

         10  this will do is to keep traffic moving.

         11                 I must remind my colleagues, the

         12  reason the Blue Law in the State of New York

         13  disappeared, was that merchants were crying that

         14  Sunday was their busiest day, and they felt the Blue

         15  Law was really handicapping their business.

         16                 What these meters do on Sunday in

         17  these areas that I'm requesting be exempt from the

         18  meter bill, is that it deadbolts those meters and

         19  there is no way that traffic has the flexibility to

         20  move. Not only that, it will cause what it did

         21  initially, was to have double, triple parking and

         22  parking in residential driveways.

         23                 This is not going to hurt the initial

         24  bill, but it will enhance the availability for those

         25  merchants for their customers to have access to
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          2  their businesses.

          3                 So, I urge all of you to support

          4  this, while at the same time recognizing that we

          5  should not have meters in front of churches for any

          6  religious institution. I choose to do that.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Quinn.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you. On

         14  your desks you have a letter from myself, Council

         15  Member Addabbo, Barron, Jackson and Gerson, and I

         16  just wanted to bring it to your attention. It's a

         17  letter inviting you to join all of us this Friday

         18  from 12:00 to 1:00 at a picket and demonstration at

         19  New York University.

         20                 As many of you may know,

         21  unfortunately the Graduate Teaching Assistants have

         22  been on strike at NYU for about a month or so now,

         23  even though NYU had come to an agreement with the

         24  UAW and the Grad Assistants in the past and had a

         25  contract where they recognized the union, recently
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          2  NYU had made the tremendous step backward and

          3  decided not to recognize this union, not to

          4  recognize these workers, as duly organized workers,

          5  which they are.

          6                 Now the union has taken the step of

          7  threatening to hire replacement workers and to

          8  basically fire these graduate assistants

          9  permanently.

         10                 So, it's very important that we have

         11  as many elected officials and New Yorkers there on

         12  Friday standing with these Grad Assistants in their

         13  attempt to keep the worker and job protections and

         14  fair treatment that they won a few years ago when

         15  they won recognition of their union.

         16                 Again, it's this Friday at 12:00 at

         17  NYU at 70 Washington Square South.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         21  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 First I want to thank Yvette Clarke

         23  for her comments on the officer who was killed and

         24  to say that I know that Council Member Yassky and

         25  others have put a great deal of time on stopping the
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          2  iron corridor of guns coming up from Florida, but

          3  that's one more example of a gun coming up from

          4  Florida. Obviously, according to the papers, it was

          5  a sort of circuitous route, but it did end up being

          6  a horrendous vehicle for death. And so it's one more

          7  example of how we have to get rid of guns that are

          8  not licensed and in the wrong hands in our City.

          9                 I also want to just mention that on

         10  December 7th, we are trying to bring together

         11  colleagues to talk about broadband. This is not a

         12  committee meeting, it is simply an optional

         13  discussion, on a topic that I think brings us into

         14  the 21st century. So, you're all welcome to join us

         15  on December 7th, 1:00, on the 14th floor of 250

         16  Broadway, and we have some experts in the field. You

         17  can ask all the questions you want, and my hope is

         18  to guide us into the future in terms of this topic.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Liu.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you very

         23  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 I did not join in on the discussion

         25  concerning the resolution about Rosa Parks Day, but
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          2  I certainly agree with the eloquent statements made

          3  by my colleagues on that resolution.

          4                 I just wanted to take a moment to

          5  invite everybody to Flushing tomorrow where we will

          6  also have a series of events commemorating the life

          7  and achievement of Ms. Rosa Parks, starting with a

          8  Freedom March that will step off from Flushing Town

          9  Hall at 4:00 p.m. sharp. That's in Northern

         10  Boulevard right in downtown Flushing.

         11                 We'll be marching past the Ebonezer

         12  Baptist Church led by Reverend Timothy Mitchell, who

         13  we honored in this Chamber, then going through

         14  Downtown Flushing, ending the Freedom March at the

         15  Masadonia AME Church.

         16                 In front of that church we will have,

         17  compliments of the MTA, an old model bus very

         18  similar to the one that Ms. Parks sat on that

         19  fateful day 50 years ago in Montgomery, Alabama.

         20                 And on that bus, we will have groups

         21  of school children who will re-enact two things:

         22                 Number one, they will re-enact the

         23  daily torture of segregation. Some of the students

         24  will be designated as white riders and other

         25  students will be designated as color, and they will
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          2  go through the routine that bus passengers had to go

          3  through on a daily basis during the segregationist

          4  era 50 years ago, so that our school kids will truly

          5  learn what segregation is about.

          6                 Today it seems like segregation is

          7  just a word, but the actual feeling, the actual

          8  actions that segregationist policies required seemed

          9  to be lost on many people, especially our younger

         10  people.

         11                 The second re-enactment will be a

         12  re-enactment of how the whites only section expanded

         13  row by row until Ms. Parks was asked to get further

         14  back in the bus, at which point she refused to do

         15  so, and then was subsequently arrested by a police

         16  officer. We will re-enact all of that for the

         17  benefit of next generations of children to come.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, I, too, want to add my note of tribute

         22  joining with my colleagues to the life of the great

         23  Rosa Parks and underscore the significance of the

         24  resolution we unanimously passed today.

         25                 It is fully appropriate in this City
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          2  that from Wall Street to Main Street all New Yorkers

          3  join together to pay tribute and to remind all of us

          4  and all those who are future beneficiaries, the

          5  ongoing beneficiaries of her great act, of her life

          6  example, and the significance of it, it sparked the

          7  Civil Rights Movement in earnest, and in so doing

          8  affirmed and upheld the humanity and dignity of all

          9  persons of all backgrounds.

         10                 This is a lesson we must always heed

         11  and pay tribute to and educate ourselves in future

         12  generations of, and I join with my colleagues in

         13  doing so, on the first Rosa Parks day in this City

         14  officially tomorrow, December 1st.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member DeBlasio.

         18                 Council Member Martinez, then you can

         19  speak in his stead.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: No, thank

         21  you, Madam Public Advocate, but I want to excuse

         22  Council Member DeBlasio for not being here.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         24  nobody else, this November 30th -- oh, Council

         25  Member James.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Let me close by

          3  informing all of my colleagues that I have

          4  introduced two pieces of legislation on eminent

          5  domain, in response to the United States Court's

          6  decision which would allow eminent domain to be used

          7  for private purposes.

          8                 The resolutions, I urge that the New

          9  York State Legislature pass a bill which would

         10  correct this practice and also a similar bill by

         11  Assemblyman Brodsky and by Senator Flannagan. Both

         12  bills attempt to correct this abuse of eminent

         13  domain, which is running rampant throughout the

         14  nation.

         15                 Let me also again join in the

         16  comments of Councilwoman Clarke and ask that the

         17  United States Congress repeal this law which would

         18  give immunity to gun manufacturers against any type

         19  of liability.

         20                 And let me also close by again

         21  celebrating the life of Dr. Sadie G. Fetos, C.

         22  Fetos, who was a columnist in the New York Amsterdam

         23  News, and who was an institution and an entity

         24  throughout the Borough of Brooklyn and the State of

         25  New York.
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          2                 Thank you very much.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          4  nobody else, I call the meeting of November 30th

          5  adjourned.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 3:10 p.m.)
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          4
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          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.
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