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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Michael Keogh, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No:  613-A
Committee: Housing and Buildings


	Title:  To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the use of explosives for demolition and excavation

	Sponsors:  Council Members Mark-Viverito, the 

Speaker (Council Member Quinn), Brewer, Comrie, Jr., Dickens, Fidler, Gentile, Gerson, James, Liu, Nelson, Recchia Jr., Weprin, Gonzalez, Martinez and Jackson



	Summary of Legislation:  This legislation would amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to the use of explosives for demolition and excavation with the intent of clarifying and strengthening procedures and protocols to ensure appropriate work practices and public safety.   The legislation stipulates that permits for blasting operations will be issued for no more than nine months but can be renewed for additional nine–month periods if in compliance with law.  Such permit applications for demolition work must be accompanied by a blasting plan and the permit may only be issued following a permit survey meeting with the Fire Department of New York (“FDNY”). The legislation would also require the party responsible for blasting operations to undertake a pre-blasting survey and under some circumstances, a  post-blasting survey and would regulate the maintenance of and access to these documents.  Under this legislation no explosives would be delivered to any job site without prior FDNY authorization, and the FDNY commissioner must promulgate the rules governing the delivery and removal of explosives to and from the job site.  In addition, blasting operations would only be conducted under the personal supervision of a blaster with a certificate of fitness for blasting operations.  The legislation sets forth the requirements that the party responsible for the blasting must take regarding public notification prior to the commencement of blasting and in the event of complaints and unsafe conditions.   A blaster would also be required to review with FDNY the blasting patterns for excavation blasting. The owner or blasting contractor would be required to retain a seismic services consultant to record ground vibration and air blast overpressure levels, and the measurements, to be filed with FDNY, will be taken each time explosives are detonated.  When blasting in congested area, the blaster would be required to take precautions to minimize the effect of the blast on surrounding buildings, structures and infrastructure. The bill would also require that within five days of issuance of a permit for the use of explosives for demolition or excavation work, and not less than two days nor more than five days prior to the commencement of blasting operations, the owner’s blasting contractor must provide written notice to each council member and community board whose respective districts includes the job site or property within one hundred feet thereof, and the local fire company.  Within 90 days of the effective date, FDNY will establish a protocol with DOB and other city agencies as FDNY deems appropriate, by which notification of blasting operations and reporting of unsafe conditions and complaints is to be coordinated.  



	Effective Date:  This local law would take effect 120 days after enactment, except that the FDNY and DOB commissioners would be required to take all necessary measures to implement this law prior to the effective date.  



	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: N/A



	Fiscal Impact Statement:
Effective FY08

FY Succeeding

Effective FY09

Full Fiscal

Impact FY08

Revenues 

$0

$0

$0

Expenditures 

$0

$0

$0

Net

$0

$0

$0



	Impact on Revenues:  There would be no impact on revenues by the enactment of this legislation.  



	Impact on Expenditures:  There would be no impact on expenditures by the enactment of this legislation.  


	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  Not applicable



	Source of Information:
City Council Finance Division 

                                                FDNY

                                                

	Estimate Prepared By:   Ralph P. Hernandez, Legislative Financial Analyst

David Pechefsky, Assistant Director

                                             City Council Finance Division



	History:  Introduced by Council as Int. 613 on August 22, 2007 and referred to Housing and Buildings 

                  Committee.  Hearing held by the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services and by 

                  the Housing and Buildings Committee on Int. 613 on October 24, 2007.   To be considered by both     

                  Committees as Int. 613-A on December 19, 2007.
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