          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE

          8

          9  -------------------------------x

         10

                            April 12, 2005

         11                 Start:  11:15 a.m.

                            Recess: 11:25 a.m.

         12

                            City Hall

         13                 Council Chambers

                            New York, New York

         14

         15       B E F O R E:

         16              BILL DeBLASIO

                                           Chairperson,

         17

         18              COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Bill Perkins

                                            Christine Quinn

         19                                 Gale Brewer

                                            Annabel Palma

         20                                 Christine Arroyo

         21

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1  COMMITTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Today we will

          3  be voting on Intro. 541-A. I think everyone here

          4  knows it's a particularly important piece of

          5  legislation because it's part of our continued fight

          6  to help those who have HIV and AIDS and to make sure

          7  in our oversight role, I think it's one of the

          8  purest applications this Committee has ever made of

          9  its oversight role to make sure we are getting the

         10  very best information on what HRA is doing to help

         11  people in need and so that we can monitor that work

         12  and ensure it is being done in an efficient and

         13  timely manner, and everyone knows I think that this

         14  Council has been in the forefront, particularly with

         15  Local Law 49, several years ago, has been in the

         16  forefront of ensuring that HRA is accountable to

         17  provide these services and provide them in a very

         18  tight time line, and what we're doing here today

         19  with 541-A is strengthening the reporting

         20  requirements to allow us to know exactly what is

         21  happening to serve those HIV and AIDS.

         22                 I want to just before calling the

         23  vote, thank a number of people who are crucial to

         24  ensuring the success of this legislation. Obviously

         25  Speaker Miller, who took a very personal interest in
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          2  this and led a press conference on this a few weeks

          3  ago.

          4                 Eric Gioia, the author of the bill,

          5  has done a lot on this issue in general and in

          6  particular I thank him for putting together this

          7  legislation.

          8                 Christine Quinn, who is here with us,

          9  who has been, of course, one of the leading

         10  advocates on behalf of those with HIV and AIDS in

         11  the City.

         12                 I also want to thank members of the

         13  Administration. We have often not seen eye-to-eye on

         14  this issue to say the least, but on this there was

         15  agreement and the Administration deserves its credit

         16  for having come to the table and worked with us.

         17  Commissioner Eggleston, and members of her staff,

         18  David Hansel, Iris Fernandez, Elsie DelCampo, Tim

         19  Mulligan, the Mayor's Office, Karen Meara, Devon

         20  O'Hearn, all of them worked to make sure 541-A would

         21  be something that the Administration could support

         22  as well.

         23                 It's also important to remember that

         24  we are passing this bill at a time when we are also

         25  thinking of a fallen hero, Keith Kyler was literally
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          2  one of the people who created the movement to

          3  protect and defend those with HIV and AIDS, and the

          4  bill has been named in his honor and honors his

          5  lifetime of work.

          6                 I want to thank also all the

          7  advocates who helped us in the drafting of this bill

          8  and advocating for this bill. Jennifer Flynn, Arman

          9  Armeggian and a number of others who really deserve

         10  credit.

         11                 The bottom line, we all know how much

         12  our City has suffered, how many people have

         13  suffered. We need this legislation to ensure that

         14  HASA and all of HRA are providing services to people

         15  with HIV and AIDS in a timely and effective manner.

         16                 We are very happy that we reached a

         17  consensus with the Administration. We're doing this

         18  against the backdrop of the world where, thank God,

         19  there have been significant medical advances and

         20  there are some promising signs. But at the same

         21  time, the only way we can ensure that people in need

         22  are getting the help they deserve, is with constant

         23  monitoring and oversight by our body. That's what's

         24  worked in the past and it needs to be strengthened

         25  even further going forward.

                                                            5

          1  COMMITTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE

          2                 So, I want to thank all of the

          3  members of the Committee, all of whom have been a

          4  part of this process of making this legislation come

          5  to fruition. And I want to give a special thanks to

          6  Jackie Sherman who had a very, very long series of

          7  meetings back and forth with the Administration

          8  trying to come to agreement, and I think her

          9  persistence added greatly to finally getting to a

         10  point of consensus with the Administration.

         11                 And now I call upon the clerk to

         12  please call the roll.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         14  DeBlasio.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye. And for

         18  the record, please add my name to the list of

         19  sponsors for this very important piece of

         20  legislation.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I could be

         23  temporarily excused to explain my vote.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: I also want to

         25  echo the list of people that the Chair thanked.
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          2                 In particular, I just want to also

          3  thank the Chair for his work on this bill, other

          4  bills also which are going to be taking future

          5  action on in the overall issue of oversight of HRA

          6  about their service to people with AIDS. So, I want

          7  to thank the Speaker and Chairperson Gioia for the

          8  attention that the institution and also the

          9  Investigations Division has given this important

         10  part of HRA. And I want to thank Scott Melvin and

         11  the Speaker's staff, Jeremy Hoffman and mine, and

         12  Jackie Sherman very much for her very, very hard

         13  work on this bill and the other bills relating to

         14  HASA that we're still working on.

         15                 You know, when Mayor Giuliani was the

         16  Mayor, he attempted to eliminate this whole part of

         17  HRA and then when that was not possible, really

         18  sought to disembowel this agency to make them unable

         19  to serve people with AIDS and the Council stepped in

         20  and passed a law to make sure that didn't happen,

         21  and then went to court to force them to follow the

         22  law, and the action we're taking today continues,

         23  really close to over a decade, a dozen years of

         24  advocacy of the City Council on the part of people

         25  with AIDS and in particular homeless people with

                                                            7

          1  COMMITTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE

          2  AIDS in our City, and I think it is very important

          3  that we never forget how under attack this agency

          4  has been, and we never forget that even when we

          5  don't have a Mayor who is speaking to eliminate it,

          6  it is still a place that does not function at the

          7  level we want it to, nor at the level that the law

          8  requires it to, and having appropriate reporting

          9  information sent to this body and this Committee

         10  will enable us to way into the future stay on top of

         11  HASA and HRA and make sure whoever the Commissioner

         12  is, whatever their opinion is about serving people

         13  with AIDS, that we in the Council will be able to

         14  hold them accountable, which will mean that people

         15  with AIDS will get the services they deserve, it

         16  will mean they will be able to stabilize their lives

         17  and stay well or get well.

         18                 So, thank you very much for all of

         19  your work. I think there couldn't be a better person

         20  in whose memory and honor we continue this work than

         21  Keith Kyler, and I vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I am

         24  particularly pleased that this bill talks about the

         25  housing issues, because as we tried to deal with the
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          2  agency and persons living with AIDS, HIV and AIDS,

          3  one of the crisis is where do we live and how do we

          4  provide services and afford the very expensive cost

          5  of housing that is secure, safe and clean, and that

          6  is an ongoing issue.

          7                 I'm also very pleased that it is in

          8  memory of Keith and the work that he did during his

          9  tenure at HousingWorks and previous, and remember

         10  many times that he came to our house and had dinner.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: I also want to

         14  congratulate the Chairman of this Committee for all

         15  the work and his leadership on this bill, and

         16  Councilman Gioia for making sure that he was able to

         17  put together such a magnificent bill to address an

         18  important issue, and I vote aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         22  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         23  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         24                 Council members, please sign the

         25  Committee report. Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Thank you very

          3  much.

          4                 Thank you to all my colleagues, and

          5  I'd like the clerk to hold the roll open for

          6  additional votes. And otherwise, this Committee of

          7  General Welfare is adjourned. Thank you.

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 11:25 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 12th day of April 2005.
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