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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: I'm David Weprin,

          3  I'm Chair of the Committee. I'll introduce the

          4  members that are here, and we will have a quorum

          5  before we vote. Well, we don't need a quorum to

          6  start, but we need a quorum to vote. But we are

          7  graced with the presence of the honorable

          8  distinguished Margarita Lopez from Manhattan,

          9  Council Member Eric Gioia from Queens, Council

         10  Member Mike Nelson from Brooklyn, Council Member

         11  Gale Brewer from Manhattan, Council Member Mike

         12  McMahon from Staten Island, Council Member Christine

         13  Quinn from Manhattan, Council Member Oliver Koppell

         14  from the Bronx, and of course, our distinguished

         15  staff here, Jim Caras, Anne Brown.

         16                 Today we have a resolution to set the

         17  date for a hearing on a local law authorizing budget

         18  increases for two BIDs, the 82nd Street Business

         19  Improvement District, and the Jamaica Center Special

         20  Assessment District, both in Queens.

         21                 The statute authorizing the

         22  establishment of BIDs, and amendments to the plans

         23  by which they operate, provides that the Council may

         24  by local law authorize increases to a BID's annual

         25  budget. Notice is to be by publication.
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          2                 However, we have been asking the

          3  Department of Business Services to send notices by

          4  mail to all property owners and BIDs when a BID is

          5  seeking an increase in its budget and we will do the

          6  same in the case of these two BIDs.

          7                 Finally, we have one Land Use item

          8  referral, which would provide a partial tax

          9  exemption to a Section 202, Supportive Housing

         10  Project for the elderly, in Council Member Mike

         11  Nelson's district. And Council Member Nelson is in

         12  support of the project.

         13                 Council Member Nelson, would you like

         14  to say something about the project?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Well, fine.

         16  No, the building has been a tremendous asset in the

         17  agency to my community and to the elderly as well.

         18                 So, saving the money they will, they

         19  could better utilize it toward services for seniors.

         20  So, I thank this Committee and Dave Weprin, Chair,

         21  for helping this to come -- and the staff, for

         22  helping this come to fruition.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Okay. And I think

         25  we'll hear from the Department of Small Business
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          2  Services, George Glatter.

          3                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: Okay.

          4  Good morning, and thank you, Mr. Chairman, and

          5  members of the Finance Committee. My name is George

          6  Glatter. I'm Assistant Commissioner at the

          7  Department of Small Business Services.

          8                 SBS supports the City Council

          9  resolution, setting the date, time and place for the

         10  public hearing, serving the increase and the amount

         11  to be expended in two Business Improvement

         12  Districts.

         13                 The two BIDs will arrange for the

         14  publication of a notice of the public hearing at

         15  least once in a local newspaper, having general

         16  circulation in the districts, specifying the time

         17  when, and the place where the hearing will be held,

         18  and stating the proposed amount to be expended

         19  annually.

         20                 In addition, they will mail notices

         21  to property owners providing them with information

         22  about the public hearing, as well as the reasons for

         23  the request for the increased assessment.

         24                 The two requesting increases in the

         25  annual expenditures desire to further expand and
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          2  reinforce existing supplemental services currently

          3  being provided in both districts.

          4                 The BIDs wishing to increase the

          5  amount to be expended annually, beginning July 1st,

          6  2004, are 82nd Street in Queens which will go to

          7  $94,900, and Jamaica Center in Queens going to

          8  $737,500.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

         11                 Any questions?

         12                 Council Member Lopez?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: No questions.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: No questions, all

         15  right. Just when we need to stall now.

         16                 Okay, if the members could still hang

         17  around, please.

         18                 Council Member Fidler, welcome.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Always a

         20  pleasure.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: We only need

         22  three more.

         23                 Council Member Felder, if you can

         24  come in, you make the minion.

         25                 Okay, could you call the roll? I'm
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          2  going to couple the preconsidered Land Use item and

          3  the proposed Resolution 841-A. If you'll call the

          4  roll, please.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          7                 Okay, I'm coupling the proposed

          8  preconsidered Land Use and proposed resolution

          9  841-A. Call the roll, please.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Weprin.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         21                 Stepped out.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Pass.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 13 in the

         17  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         18  abstentions, the items are adopted.

         19                 Council Members, please sign the

         20  Committee report.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Okay, I'm going

         23  to leave the roll open for a reasonable period of

         24  time for those members that are in or about the

         25  building to come and vote.
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          2                 Please sign the Committee reports.

          3                 Other than that, this meeting is

          4  adjourned.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 11:26 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 9th day of March 2005.
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